BIG 


DOT 4, 94 Any "EIS 
s » 
"TR ” 


#22 29 
C A Ee re en et anne 


» a. ad »>.o0 FW. ho SR —_ 


OL 


POLL LILILIECED 


WW" 


= =—_ 
vgtli{liiin... 


yt 


-H 


Cer —rrm—— ——_— 
HHHLMTTTNTVTOTALN 


MINN 


SC. 


"Se —_—_—_ 
: 34: 
—_—_ 


j os = 
EEE DEE RE, 
| | 5s I - 


HE RO Eo oe Y,T,%, bL-4; $---4p 


TO THE UCAIS® 


[=xceiiena 


PZ "MAT E'S'T'Y | O62 270 
[nexrieTTE: MARIA, 


"QYE BENE OF-. | 
GREAT: BRITTATNE: 


FRED 1& FA® e c 
SONATCE 2 Court adornegvyith Veriiie) 


THE and ſanctified vvith Picty, is 
& CCrc (moſt exceller Queen} , 
:to Your Viey "neagRn 3 


UTE 


kick IN once already in pure, and 

natiue colours regcyucd light” and life 

- from the bright cycof your Royall Bro= 
| tad gladly at "we ka »inahars”.- 
yt gee - »& 


TY AE a es ttt”, 
CY on # i &* 0s 


THEr EriSTLE 


sher ſanguage , & ruder garment aduen= | 
ture yourgratious Acceptance. The Sub= | 


ects ſerious , the Diſcourſe yſcfull , and 
proper for thoſe, vvhoin Court fo ſerue 
Princes,that they neglect not an humble 


acknovviedgment, ro a more tranſcen- | 


dent Greatneſlle. 


It hath pleaſed God ( as a ſingular fa- 


uour to this Kingdome) toaffoard ys in 


exemplarly maketh good,yyhat diffuſed- 


* your Maicſty , a Pious Quecne , vvho 


ly is hcere handled. Ler leſſer Lightcs | 
boroyy Beames of Radiance, from your - 


nes, heauenly Diademes of Piety. 


Heere $hall a Holy Court be found, 
fairely delincated ; nor can I fee hoyy it | 
yvill be inthe povver of perſons of beſt |! 


Eminence; to plead Ignorance ,and pre- 
tend inability; they hauing {\ucha Booke 


Greater Orbe; and perſiſt you ( Glorious | 
Example of Vertve) to illumine, and | 
heate our-more Northerne Clime; vvith | 
celeſtiall ardours. Add to carthly Crovy- | 


DEDIcarory. 

todire&tthem,and ſuch a Qucene tofol- 
lovy. . .. 

7 - - Leadthen vvith alacrity ( moſt Sacred 

7 Maicſty,) and may propitious Heauen, ſo 
7 proſper your holy Deſires, that the Grea- 
7 tcft may hauc Matter co imitate, and the 

> yybolc Nation to admutre. 
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yISSEZES Thi Treatiſe of the Holynes 
ID J-2of Courts before it be published, 
: comes firſt to fall into bis ſource, 
| 7 into the ie Eye of your eMateſty: ) ſnce God 
;  #ath choſen you to ſandtify the Court, by 
meanes of tuo refletions, wwvhich are , the 
Example of your V ertues,and the Authori- 
ty of your Lavves. 
As for Example, you ſupply as much,as 
- | an 


* Sed 


To the King of France. 
in a Prince , may be we » voho hath. 
brought Innocency into the throne of «Mas. 
jeſty , 48 an earneſt-penny of Royalty , and 
wvhitened the very Flowver-ae-laces , by 
the Purity of your hart,and hands. NY 
 ThueArgument, in my opinion should 
powverfully operate in the hartes of French= 
men. It vvould be a diforder in Nature, to 
fee bad ſubietts under agood Princeyto plant 
wice in the K ingdome of vertue; and tohaue 
- a body of morter,,and feete of clay , affixed to 
ahead of gold.Tt 15 fit. [mpudence showld be 
extremely shameleſe,not to blush zvvben the 
ſparkling Luftre of a Crovwne , cafteth mto 
the eyes ; the glimmering flashes of ſo great 
4 Piety. | TL 
V Vhere the arme of Example cannot 

reach, Kings haue that of Lavves » wvhich 
(verily ) are giuen then from Heauyen , at 
hands of gold,and iron,to hold eWerit im the 
limits of Recompence, & Vice m the lifts of 
Confuſion.. ONS 
«find, as your” Miieſty ( Syre ) from 
TY ""Y "your: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


your moſt tendreſt yeares , hath sheuved a 
ſongular gropenſion to the deteftation of 1m: 
piety,E& maintenance of [uſttce;that cauſeth 


ze to Jeygow AMateſty hath great meanes to 
makethe 


diſability of my Pen cannot expreſie, but on | 


Paper . | 
It is & UUorke wvortby of a mo#t (hri- 


Court eſſentially Holy, wwhich che 


4 
( 


ftian King , vvbo ſtandeth in the mid$t of 'F 


Kings and Nations, as heeretefore the Sta- 
rue of the Sunne, in the midaeſt of publique 
Paſſages. | 

Royall hands cannot be better employed, 
then to ered the Tropheys of Santity. That 
#u it,uvbich all the kn haue done;Conſtan- 
tine in the Romane Empyre, Clodoucus in 
France , Ricaredus. in Spayne , Echelbert 
in England,Canutus in. Denmarke, Wen- 
ceſlaus in Poland . 


eAll thoſe, vwuho haue taken that wway, 


bae beene glorious in the memory of men: 


vubilf others , that haue prepared Aultars 
and Tables to Fortune (_ as ſayth the Pro- 


b OY ' phe 


S x aa? 7s £y 
LISTS. * & tg : ws : > BN 
34 — 28 a ws OSS 6) i Pact at” af oy OA 
» LT OS " "Rs * RY coy q . 
r —_—  Y Fry . 


To the King of France. 


imaginary Greatneſſe , vohich bath ſerued 
E them to no other purpoſe but to meaſure theyr 
all 

: y | UVicez and Uoluptuouſncſie i cannot 1 
; mort iliz.e men, fince they baue nothing 1a- 
® ſting in them, but the ſorovv of theyr 1 y_ 

F © cy,and the Infamy of they Name. 
= eAlithegreatneſſe , and happineſſe of a 
; Y Prince, is, to makein hs Uertues,a Viſible 
7! image of inuiſible Diumity; then to imprint 
# i the ſame on his Subietts, as the Sun doth his 
* brightneſſe on the Rainboww. | 
s (& yre ) your Ma.” knovweth it by proper 
| experience: God hath made you to read the 
decrees of good ſucceſſe voritte(as it vere) 
vvith the rayes of your Piety . By howy 
much the more you are affedted to the ſeruice 
of the great Maifter , ſo much the more, the 
good fucceſſe of affayres haue followwved your 
deſires. Yon haue ſcene your Battells end in 
Bayes, and the Thornes of your Trauells to 
£r O0VU3 


phet Eſay ) erecting Monarchy on humane ig, ,, 
AMaximes, haue built on the quickſands of V- 134 


___ The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
 grovv all,up into Crovunes. 
And as wwe are ener in this world to me- 


| 

you the. exit of Dauid, This i the vowv, | - 
wvhich offerethtoGod, | 
SYRE, 'S 

: | , 

_ Of your Maieſty, 6 

| c 

The moſt Humble , © 

moſt Faythfull , & |} 5 

obcdient Subict. : 
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To the Nobility of France. 


AQ YRS, 
This work. as it is copoſed for your, 
CNY lakes,offercth it ſelfe royour Hand, 
without bearing any other ornament on the. 
brow,but the refletio of Truth, any other re- 
commendation,then the worth of x 4 (ubicct, 
It is not the aboundaat ſtore of Sandctity in the 
Courts of our Age, which maketh this ſtiled, 
The Holy Court ; - this frontiſpice, only ca- 
ryeth the name, becauſe this Book beareth the 
model, which (verily )with more eaſe is mou]- 
ded on paper, then printed on the manners of 
men. Yca,we may afhicme,that God, who draw- 
eth the. Sonnes of Abraham, from the miditof 
of flintes,and rocks, doth in all places reſerue 
Saiats for himſelfe: and he that will conſider 
it well, shall fad that.in all.rymes, the Courts 
of zealous Princes, haue had their Martyrs , 
their Confeſſours, their Virgins , & Hermits.. 

. | hauca purpoſe;, when my leaſure will per-- 


| mit, to diuulge the liucs; of Kings , Princes , 


Lords , Men of State, and likewiſe allo of 
Quceaes, Princeſles, and Ladyes, who in the 
A. courlc 


To the Nobility 
courſe of the world , haue flourished in mvch 
ſanctity , beginning from the Court of Dawd, 
and then concluding in our Ape; to the end 
the multitude of Examples, should place the 
Sunne ia full ſplendour before their eyes, who 
rake the grearnefſe of their condition, for pre- 
ext of tr remnefenptle 2 | 7 

| For the preſent, becauſe Reafon should car- 3 
ry the torch bcfore Hiſtory , I will ſatisfy my 2 
ſelfe, with publishing this Chriſtian 1»ſlitur- 
on, which rreateth of che Moriues,, and Ob- 
ſtzcles Men of quality haue to perfe&tion, with 
the practiſe. of vertues, molt ſureable to their 7? 
cond:tion ; the whole attended by two books |! 
of Hiſtoryes , that very amply contayne the 4 
good, and cuill of Courts. I conſecrare this | 
{mall labour, art the feete of the Charch, a- ® 
mongſt ſo many worthy W ricets,which-make 
her wholy radiant in gold ; not vnlike that 
Bird, which,as the Kings of fa contributed 
great treaſures to rhe buildmg of a Temple , 
She hauing no other wealth, went thnher to 
pre:cnt her feathers. 

' Ir remayneth { Syrs ) that you make the 
Court Holy, & yon shall ſanAifythe world: 
your Examples may do much there ; when 

you 


Of France . 

ou shall aduance the flandard of Piety , n 
plentiful trayne will follow. Behold how all 
2 thoſe, that haue framed their Fortune ypon 
'? Vice, baue built on Abyſles; they hauc ſowed 
' wind ( as ſayth the Prophet) to reape Tem- 
: peſts; their hopes are crackt, as clouds ſwolne 
2 with the vapours of the Earth ; and their Feli- 
2 city, like a golden Statue, hanged in the ayre 
2 onarotten cable, hath melted vps their head, 
Z Neuer any man hath had a good fortune in 
*Z Impiery . He that looſeth his conſcience, hath 
*Z nothing els to gayne, nor looſe ; Nothing to 
7 gayne, for that nothing remayneth for him, 


2? but vahappyneſle; and nothing to looſe , be- 


$ cauſe he hath loſt himſelfe . So many Cri- 
3 mcs , and JImpictyes do dayly floate on the 
2 facc of this Age , that you mult ſtretch our 
7 yourarme agaynft iniquity . If you haue your 
7 harts fixed, where God planted them, you 
2 $hall place the confidence of well doing,in the 
7 life of the moſt timerous; and shame of ill do- 
-. Ing vpon the brow of the moſt impuder. Your 
- hands s$hall alwayes be in a readinefle ro over- 
throw Vice, & your feet shall not walke , but 
on Palmes of Victory. 
The Church extendeth her hands out to 
* * 2 you, 


Oſe. 8.7. 


Cant. $. 
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To the Nobility 
you, and implorcth the ayd of your authori- 
ty,and good cxample. You arcin the houle of 
God, as Joſeph in that of the Lord of Agypr. 
The Mayſtcr hath pur all into your hands,de- 
file not the honour of his bed , ſince with his 


 fingar he hath imprioted the Juſtre of his glo- | 


ry on your fronts. If you be among men, as 


mountaines ouer valleyes, bee mountaines 
of perfume, of which Salomon ſpeaketit in the 


Canticles; and not thote hills of the Propher 


Oſee, which hauc nothing , but ſnares, and 
gins, to (erue for ſtumbling-blocks torthoſe , 


whome they should calighten. If you be ele- 


O F, 
uatcd in the world, as Clifts aboue the Sea; be 


Watch-rowers, not Rockes. If you be Starres, 
be Sunnes,to be the chariots of light, & life, 
and not Comets, to powre malignity on the 
foure quarters of the world , 

Be yec aſfured , that how. much the more, 
you are vnited.to God , ſo much the greater 
shall you be; The more conformable you are 
to the will of the ſoucraygne mayer, fo much 
Shall you behold the carth in-contempr vader 
your feete, and Hcaucn in Crownes ouer your 
ads 5 OE | le! na 
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m5 T H E FIRST BOOKE.. 


; Of the Mortiues,, which men of Quality haue 
4 - tO Chriſtian Perfection. | 


x | F the oblization of Secular men to Parſe 
+ 1. Motive, ton, aud namely , of Perſons TR 
'-gronnd.d Vpou the name of a Chriſtian » 


Il. Nobility. 
| HI. Gre a; and D:znity « 
THI. R:iches. 
V. Perfettions of the Body. "6. 
VL. The $2:rit , or Soule J , : 
VII Courage « at” 
VL Education. 
IX... The Court , 4life f Penantces 
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' THE SECOND BOO KE. |< 
Of the hinderances, which worldly meh "wa in the 7.5 
way of Saluation , and Perfection. | 

Aintneſſe and Weakenefie of Fayth. Again) 


$.< 
9. 
10. 
II. 
12. 
13: 
14: 


T. ObRlacle, 


II: Error 172 Religion. Friendly and Wholeſome ceunſaylet 
the Nobility of the pretended Religtom. 
II. Toline by Opinion 
JILL Izconi#tancy of manners. 
V. Toliuc alwayes diſeniſed. "ou 
Vi I7/aobanding of Time. | 
VII. Intemperance of tongue. : 6, 
VILE. Curiofry 43 the refſentement of effronts , and diſ- 
; [44 aACess © EY 4 
IX. Aſnroders, or Carnall lone. 
Xe. Comm, or Gluttony . 
XI. Exceſſe in apparel!. 3 
XII. The wheeler of Ixion , or Ambition ,ant mad Anarice = 
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THE THIRD BOOKE. 4 

L. Seftion. () F the pratiiſe of Veries. 


2. Sect. 

ſeth . 
3- Se. Of the firitmonſter , which the ſpiritual! man ſhoull'® 1, 
 Teſtit , to wit , Ignorance : & of the pradiſe of —_— i 25. 
| | which® 


be 


Or: CONTENTS. 
which itis ſubdued. 

Sect. Praftiſc of Fayth. \ 5 
. Set. Of foure other rayes , Which ſerne to disfpare Tgne- . 

Vance » | | 
. Set. T welue fundamental conſiderations of ſpirituell life, 
dravne fromthat worthy man Tohn Picus Mirandula. 

7. Se. T relue Maximes of viſdome , Which ariſe from the 
fvelue precedent confederation. ' Ws. 
g. Set. The pradtiſe of Deuotion , and Prayet + 
9. Set. Necesſity of Confe 5fton - 
10. Set. The pradtiſe of Confe:ſton. 
11. Set.- The pradiiſe of Examen 
12. Set. The prethſe of Communion « 
13- Set. The practiſe to heare 1 Maſſe « 
E 14. Set. The prattiſe of Meditation 

15. Set, The pradliſe of vocall prayer,ſpirituall [ſon , & the 
| Yord of God. | 4 
$ 16. Set. Of the ſecond combat of the ſpirituatl man , agaynit 
| weatkeneſſe . 
$ 17. Sect. The armes azayn# temptation,contayned in tvelue 
1 Maximes. | | | 
* 18. Set * Of rhree Temptations, which hinder many in the 
: of Perf. tion, to Vit, ſhame of well doing , ouer wuch 
* C@dionto ſome creature, & penſinencſſe in doing well « + 
” 19. Set. The afſetion to creatures, and namely the pasſin of 
| Lome « 
7 20. Set. Azoynil Sadniſſe. 
* 21. Set. The third Combat of the ſpirituallman, ageyuſt Im- 
* = purity. : 
; 22. Sel. Pradfiſe of Chaitity. 
; 23.SEt. Practiſe of Temperance » 
; 24. Se. Pratt 'ſe of Modtily 
# 25. Sect. Practiſe of Prudence, and carriage it iy 
| 236, . 
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26. Set. of the vertues , which oppoſe the ſecond Twspari og 


called Couetouſneſle , 70 wit,Pouerty , Iuſtice, Chal us 

. rity 7  AOY'S « | . Ye 
27. Set. Pradtiſe of In#lice . - 
28. Sect. Pradl.ſe of Gtatitude , or Acknowledgement. + LIES 
29. Sect.” Prat ſe of Charity. F 

51 30. Set. Of vertues, that oppoſe the third Impurity, which i 

: Pride of Life, to wit , Pradliſe of Humility, and Maz 

;f — nanmily.. | | 

BY 31. Sed. Prad7:ſe of Patience. 

ot 32. Set. Pradliſe of dayly actions. 
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\ THE FOVR TH BOOKE, © 

i} Of the impizty of Courts. 


| * He unhappy Politician . 
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THE FIFTH BOOKE. 
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THE I. BOOKE. 


Of the Motiues vyhich men of 5 


haue to Chriſtian Perfeion, 


Ke 


That the Court, and Deuotion, are nat thinges incompatible; 


The foundation of this Treatiſe . 


£2 FE. wiſe Hebrewes haue obſerued a 
FA 2s matter worthy of conſideration for the 
YI; dire&t1on of Great ones, to.wit, that be- 
2) tween the bed of the Kings of Indea, & 

DN the Aultar of God , there was but one 


al ED {in gle wall; 8& they add, that Dawid,one Gloſl, in Io  * 
of the xa holy Mo hair. had -elpengs for himſclfe a 
ſecret Poſterne, through which he paſſed , from his 
Chamber to the houſe of God , that is to ay,the Taber= 
nacle; which ſerued, 62 Satan for his Afflictions , 
and an Arſenall for kis Peprn =_ 


y lay likewiſe , he 
left 


ſa.c,z3. 


a__ p 4 1 . = h ri Fr - , m2 B 
__ En TABLES, <oy 4%, : "SE. EIN) hy , 
- 7 2 . ” «© Ss ——— — — 4 M.- Oo =, w <7 » 
« G > Wn d P MM, _ 
—_—_ ; md WOO AJ 8 < = o n wh 
. d of $4. Dohiad?+ - , I —.e A % 
o - TRI - PE LT 

3 v 4 Rt! = _» - 6; eds , 7s - acdc" 4 # 

24 4”; IF BY LONG ,f p Py 

Ps II : 4 - » FN > 7 TW "Ht v4 
, n" = 
- >", * - I 2 


Paralip.2: 
£ 23. 


[ Lib. r:; 3 
lefe the Key of this ſacred poſterne to his poſterity : A 
key a thouſand times more pretious, then Fortune the 
golden Goddeſſe of the Romanes, giuing ro it the1mi- 
tation of hts vertue, as an euerlaſting inheritance. A- 
chaz, was he, who ſtopping vp the gate of the Temple, 
ſhut agaynſt himſcite the yove! of Gods mercy , and 


s +, * T6 Hbly Court . 


therby opened the paſſage of his owne confuſion. 


- z This1s ro 1nſtruct Princes, and all perſons of quali- 


ty, that the elementofbirds4s the Ayre, and Water of 
fiſhes, but the element of Greart Spirits , if they will not 
berray their owne Nature , nor belye their profeſlion,1s 
Pitty : yet notwithſtanding it 4s 2 wonder , how the 
Court, where the moſt Noble Spirits ſhould reſide, hath 
wall ages been cryza downein mattcrof Vertue. Yoa 
will ſay, hearing thoſe ſpeake, who make many fayre, 
and formialt detcriptions of the manners of Courtiers , 
that the Court 15 nothing els but.a den of darkenes, 
where the Heauens , and Starres are not ſcene , but 
through a lictle creais. That itis a Mill, (as the Anct- 
ents held it.) alwayes.ſkreaking, with a perpetuall clat- 
ter, where'men enclayned, as Beaſts of labout,are con- 
dezmanted toturne the tones .That it1s a priſon of tJaues, 
who areall tyed in the golden guines Peacions Seru1- 
tude, yetin this glitter, ſuffer themſelues to be gnawne 

by the vermine of Paſſion . SH 
Thatit1s a Lift, where the Combattants are mad; 
their armes nothing but fury ; there prize, ſmoke: their 
Carriere, gialſy-Icc;and vemoſt bound< but precipices. 
That 1t 15 the hauſe of Crrces , where reaſonable Crea- 
tures are transformed i2to ſauadge beaſts, where Bulls 
gore, Lyons roare , D>2gs worry one another , Vipers 
hiſſe, and Bafilisks carry death in their looks . That 1t 15 
the houſe of winds, a perpetuall tempeſt on the firme 
' land, 


— 


.1 Foundation of this Treatrſe. 
land ; a Shipwracke without water , where Veſſel!s are 
ſplit ,neuen in the hauen of Hope. Briefly, thatitis a 
place, where Viceraygneth by Nature, Miſery by Ne- 
ceflity , and if Vertue be found there, itis but by mira- : 
cie. Such diſcourſes are often maintayned , with morg 
teruour of eloquence then colour of truth. For to ſpeake 
fincerely , the Court1s a fayre Schoole of Vertue , for 
thoſe, who know how to vic it well. In great Scas,preat 
fiihes are found, and in ample fortunes, goodly and he- 
ro1que:Vertues . . 

This propoſition, which putteth an incompatibjs 
licy of Deuotion , & SanRity in the life of men ot. E Dl- 
nency,ſeemeth to me'yery exorbitant, for three reaſons, 
The firſt for that1t 15 1inturious to God; the ſecond pre» 
iudiciall to humane ſociety; and the third iheweth 1t to 
be falſe; by the experience of all ages . To proue theſe 
three Veritycs , 15 to- rujne it in.the foundatzons.: the 
proofes wherofare eaſy, inough , which we will begin 
to claunce at, that heerafter we may deduce them more 
at lenvth, 


+4 £ +. 4 


to make the, Noſe-gay of, the Elet ,. called: in holy 1.Reg. ago 


1i't A 23 ditions. 


% 0 " 


, The Holy Court . F £16. v. 
ditions . It leadeth men by divers wayes to the fame 
ore. It is it, which maketh Kings to raygne, & giueth 
them Ofcers , as members of their State, and by this pe: 
meanes frameth thz Court of Greatones : but if after 1k 
it hath ſo « 1de, and compoled them, as of the flower, WM th: 
and choyce of men, it thould abandon them 1n the Y lot 
tem peſt without Pole- ſtarre, without Rudder, without A WC 
Pilot ; were not this with notable deformity to fayle in I we 
ons of the prime pieces of its workeman-thip ? ludge Min 
your ſelfe. I ter 
For the ſecond Reaſon,itis moſt euident, that to fur- MHe 
ther this impoſſibility of Deuocion,, in the Courſe of | Di 
Courriers liues , 15 to caſt them, through defpaire of all 
Vertues( which-cannot ſubfit without Piery ) into. the 
liberty of all Vices, which they will hold , not as extra- 
_ uaganrfallyes' of frailty,but as the forme of a neceſſary 
portion of their profeſſion: And as theranke th:y hold, 
taketh them tranſcendother men, who willingly wed 
tEmanners, and affe&tions of theſe on whom they ſee, | 
theyr fortunes depend ; that, would be(as it were ) by a 
neceſſary law, to precipitate mankind znto the gulfe of 
Corruption . | 
To conclude for the third reaſon, this propoſition is 
manifeſtly cotradicted by an 1nfinite number of exam- 
plat, of fo many Kings,and Princes ;of fo many worthy 
ords, & Ladyes who liuing in the Ocean of the world 
{ as the Mother of Pearles, by the dew of heauen ) haue 
preſcrued, and do yet ſtill preſerue themſelues for ener 
11 admirablz purity, &. infach: herozque Vertues., that WW,.. 
they cannot game ſo much. wonderow earth , but they WW 
fhall find in hzauen much. more recompente . | 
This 15 it, which I intend to produce inthis Treatiſe 
of THE HOLY Cov kT,after Lhaue informed the 
| _—_ . mind , 


Foundation of this Treatiſe. 
mind with good , and liuely reaſons ; which as Thope 
by the,grace of the holy Spirit of God , ſhall make all 
perſons of quality to behold they do infhnite wrong to 
| take the ſplendor of thzir Condition, for a Veyle of 
th2yr impietyss, and imp2:rfe tions. Vertue 15 a meruey- 
* lous worke-woman, who can make M:rcury of any 
: wood ,yea ſhould the difficulty be great, the victory 
$ would be more glorious ; but all the eaſyneſſe thereof 1s 
in their owne hands , and the obligations thzy haue to 
tend to perietH10n, are no leſle important,then thoſe of 
Hermuts, as T intend ſhall appeare 1n th? procefle of tis 
Paſcourſe . 


Thc I. Motiue 


Of the obligation of ſecular men to Perfeftion , and 
namely of Perſons qual:fyed , grounded vpon 
the Name of Chriſtian . 


GHG REAT abuſe 1s crept into the mindes of 
Xe ſecular perſons , who hold Vice in predomi- 
WG nance and Vertue vnder controle. Iris, in 
; that they eſteeme Chriſtian Perfe4ion ,as a 
t of their rexch,and a quality diſproportioaable 
> their eſtate. A for my ſelfe  ſayth one of thele)1 have 
p14 prouifim of / ertue , accordin; to my quality. | pretend 
M tobe a Sint Francis , nor to be rapt , as 4 Saint Pas!, to 
e third heau'n-l find, there is nolife bus with the lining, & 
p hold tyns by th: forelock while we cax. Let owr pleaſures take 
at ſcop: hich nature preſenteth to them ; Were we as Wicked 
f Indas , if we haue the fayth of Saint Peter , the mercy of 

vo hal  &3 God/ 
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| God pardoneth all. An impertinent diſcourſe , as I will 

hearafter declare. Another chatrereth, in the ſame lan- 

'® guage, and ſayth: [ Will yot be a Saint Tereſa ; it 1s not my 
FE | oa : ; | h : f 

tateution tobe cannonized,l lone better to ſce my diamonas in 

; ny life glitter on my fingers,then carry them afier my death on 

my Hatues I better loue a litle perfume,Yhilit I yet breath ayte, 


taſycs nor raptures : It is inouet, for me to wailow inthe Yorld. 
A man may as Yell go to Paradiſe by land, as Ly water. Such 
wordes are very impure in the mouth of a Chriſtian, 
nay ſo preiudiciable to Eternall ſaluation, that they 
ſhake the key our of the lock.For purſuing the tender ef- 
feminacy of that ſpirit, they take the meaſure of yertue 
very ſhort, and diſproporttonable : then, intentions be- 
ing infirme, the works are hikewiſe the more feeble,not 
ſquarely anſwering to the modell of knowledge, from 
whence proceedeth a generall corruption. | 
I affirme not all Chriſtians, ought ro imbrace the per- 
fetion of Saint Francis, and of Saint Tereſa. No. There 
are ſome whom the diuine Proudence will direct by 
| other aymes-But Iſay,that euery Chriſtian is obliged to 
--- leuell atperfetion , and if he haueany otherintention, 
heis1n Canighr to looſe himſelfe eternally. A bold ſay- 
8erm. is.de 1Ng, butit 15 the ſentence of Saint Augu#line: Semper tibs 
verb. A- diſpliceat quod es, fivis peruenire ad id , quod non es, Sidixe- 
poftol. is, ſuficit Perijſti. You ſhould allwayes be difpleaſed 
with your ſelfe, for that which you are, if you delyre to 
attayne tothat, which you are not: and if you dieckabce 
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to fay,itis inough, you are vndone. And who are you, 
that dare l;mit the guifrs of God?and who are you;that 
ſay, I will haue but ſuch, or ſuch degree of grace? I (a- 
tisfy my ſelfe with ſuch a Santity; I haue proceeded 
far inough ina ſpiritual life; ler ys ſet vp our ſtaffe 


heers 


then all the Arabian odours af:cr my death. I Will hawe no ex- | 
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Motiue T. | Name of Chriſtian. ” 
heere. What wickedneſle 1s this ? Is not this to imitate 
that barbarous,, and ſenſclefis King, who caſt chaynes 
Into the ſca,to tye the Ocean in ferters? God hath giuen 
vs a hartof larger latitude, then the heauens , which he 
will replenith with himſetfe , and you will ſtranten ir , 
Tike a Snayle tolodge 1n narrow bounds , whome the 
whole world c:nnot comprehend. 

Iudge, if this proceeding be not very vnreaſonable, 
and if you yet doubt, wartgh two or three reaſons, which 
70u ſhall find very forcible, and by them you will con- 
clnde with me, you haue no leſfe ovligation to be per- 
f:+,then the moſt retyred Hermit, thatever hath hued 
inthe moſt horrid wildernefle of Egypr. OO 
The firſt reaſon Ipropoſe, to ynderprop this afſer- 
tion,is drawne from the Nature, and Eifence of perfe- 
&:0n. To what marke thinke you, ſhould one-ayme to 
arrive at this ſcope? If I ſhould ſay, will you beperfeR, 
bury your felfzaliuen a fack, pur a halter about your 
neck, go roft your ſelf- in the ſcorching b -ames of the 
ſ::1nec Zorowle your ſeife in ſnowe, and thornes ; this 
would make you admare, your hayre ſtand an end, and 
bloud congeale in your veynes: but if one tell you, God 
hath (as it were ) engrafred Perfection with his owne 
hands , vppon the fweeteſt ſtocks in the world , what 
cauſe hane you of refulall ? Now,foit1s , even asI fay, 
there.is nothing fo eaſy as to loue: the whole nature 
of the world, is powred and reſ{olued 1nto Joue: there is 
nothing ſo warthy to bz beloved, as an Ovie& , which 
incloſeth in the extent thereof all beauryes, and boun- 
tyes. imaginable, which are the ſtrongeſt attractiues of 
amity : yea it forceth our affetions with a (weet vio- 
lence. To love is naturall: not toloue 15 monſtrous. 
Then heere admire the Charmes of the A 
wao 
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2 The Holy Court, | Ib. n. 
who hath placed all theperfeQion of man in the loue 
of his Creator, and Sauiour; to loue an infinite Good, 


which one cannot hate, but to become a Diuell . Texcre 
militie delicati conflittus eſt amore ſolo de cuntlis criminibus 


' reportare vidtoriam,cryeth out S. Peter Chryſologur. Amore 


delicate warfare neuer was {cene,then to conquer all by 
loue. Aske I pray of all Deuines, it Charity be not the 
quintefſenceof perfe&tion? Aske of all religious men, 
where they pretend to place 1t? In ſacke cloth , or hayre 
jhirts ? They will anſwer you , no. In the vowes of po- 
uerty,chaſtity, obediece? no. Theſe are moſt yndoubted 
wayes to perfe&tion , but they are not properly perfe- 
&ion. In what then ? In the loue of God , which Same 
Ireneus expreſſeth by a moſt elate E pithete, Eminentiſci- 
mum Chariſmatum , the moſt eminent of all the guifts 
of God. 

The Maiſter of theSentences, & ſome other Deuines, 
haue placed Charity fo high(1n which weeſtabliſh per- 
fetion ) that they haue preſumed to ſay,it was the FA 
ſtance of the holy Ghoſt, ymted, and ( as it were ) in- 
corporated to mans {oule; adding, that as Light 1s cal- 
led Radicall light in the Sunne, light infuſed? into bo- 
dyes tranſparent , Colour in bes , which we call 
coloured : In like manner, this Charity, in as much as 
itis{(ay they )originally and radically 1a God,is the ho- 
ly Ghoſt; in as much as it is vnited to the ſubſtance of 
our foule, it is grace ; in as much as it maketh ſallyes 
out vpon ts neighbour, itis Charity. 

This docrine 1s very ſubrile, and which really giueth 
a very high 14 of the merit of Charity , although if 
we would wholy examine it according to the ſtrict r1- 

our of Schooles, and weigh it in S. Thomas his equall 


x lanchs we ſhall tind Charity is nat (to ſpeakeproper- 
| ly) 
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ly )the holy Ghoſt;but ( as it were ) the firſt ray of Di- 
unity ,, which bringeth with it ſelfe all Perfetions. 
This beame,if you will , is ( as 1t were )1n your power; 
God euery day preſenteth 1t vnto you , as freely , as the 
ſunne doth his light z it only behoueth to will, it beho- 
ueth ſeriouſly once to refolue to loue an obie, ſo amia- 
ble, and then behold your ſelues perfec. 

Notwithſtanding,it you lay your hand on the bot- 
tome of your Confienes » you ſhall euer find ic, in its 
proper intereſt, in humane reſpe&ts, in the loue of crea- 
tures. This 1s , to coyne falle mon y in matter of loue 
this 15 to put God ynder the Aultar,and the loue of ones 
ſzIfe aboue , that it may haue the better part of the In- 
cenſe. What think you of this indignity?ſee you not the 
obligation of being perfet ſtillremaineth,bur-che effect 
15 ever pretermitted? 

For theſecond reaſon, I ſay, thePerfetion of man 
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confiſtethin the imitation of God. E#ore perfett; , ficut —_—_ 

"a p_ . » Þo 
Pater weiter caleitts perfi Aus eit:Be yee perfect , as your Nif. 1. de 
Heauenly Father is perfe&t : and very well F. Gregory Vita Moys 


Nyſſen aſſureth vs,that this imitation 1s an abriegment F* 
of all wiſdome. Now, who could be able to moune by 
force of wing, and fly into the boſſome of the eternall 
father, thence to draw; a. pourtrai& of his Holyneſſe? 
Certainly nocreaturecan aſpire,and what I pray;hath 
God/all goodneſle,a\l wiſdome )done*He hath imprin- 
ted all his perfe&tions vpon our Sauiour,the true chara- 
&er of his ſubſtance , as one ſhould 'impreſſe a golden - 
ſeale vpon virgin-waxe; which made 0r2gez (ay ;his moſt 
{acred humanity was,as the foot ſtep,and ſhidow of the 
diuinity, and agreed with it , as equall, well made dyals 
with the Sunne ; whereupon the fpirit of God: calleth 
all Chriſtians, and ſayth to chem ; Imitats couragiouf- 
260 3; B ies ly, 
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10 The Holy Court. [L7b, vr. : 
ly , behold your Prorotype ,behold rhe modell of your a- 
&ions . He ſayeth not, I haue two Images of my ſub- 
ſtance, I haue two Sonnes , Iſend them both vpon the 
earth,one ſhall be for me of eminency,the other for the 
multitude . Behold , one-delicately curtous , crowned 
with roſes, for the Nobility ; behold another crowned 
with thornes for the yulgar . It1s meeredotageto1ma- 
inc it, And ſee you not, its the like Sottiſhneſſe, ftince 
all Chriſtians do bearc the ſame name, theſame huery, 
. do participate ofthe ſame God, the ſame Sacraments, 
and pretend to theſame Paradiſe , ro thinke perfeQion 
15 not appointed,but for a filly handfull of men,ſepara- 
ted from ſecular life, and that others areexcluded, (m1- 
ſcrable creatures) who to ſooth their owne remiſines , 
plant their owne condemnation, vpon their forheads? 
Briefly to conclude. The tytle & dignity of Chriſt1- 
an,draweth with it great & iuſt obligattons, which you 
cannot counteruayle, but with an exa& endeauour of 
perfetion . Do you thinke, one requireth too much of 
you, who haue beene nouriſhed, and trayned vpin the 
Church of God , if you be demaunded / at the leaſt) to 
ſhew reſolution and courage to reſiſt a ſinne , as ſome 
Heathens haue donein their infidelity? And to produce 
in groſſe three examples, vpon thethree moſt ordinary 


Fpifl.150, temprations. Behold with S. «_4ugnHine, Polemon , who 


telleth you : I was an infidell, a young man depriued of 
» the knowledge of the true God, rehgned ouer to allſort 
» of intemperance; wine, loue,play, raſhnefſe were the 
» Chariot , which drew my youtlres downfall. Iwas no 
x» ſoonerentred into the Schoole of a Heathen Philoſo- 
» pher, as my ſelfs, but behold I'was wholy chaunged . 
» And thou , O Chriſtian,doſt thou thinke it will Lows: 


full for thee amongſtſo many important, and forcible 
77 | inſtru- 
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Motive'l, | Nameof Chriſtian. Tr 
inſtru&tions,ſo many lightnings, ſo many inſpirations, 
ro play the Smyths old dogge-, and lye {leeping vnder 
the Anuile ? This man: heere, ypon the only word of a 
man, layeth downe his flowery crownes which he-bare 
on his head , his drunkeneſle , his ynthrifty ryots ; and: 
where 1s th:rea worldly woman, at this day, who atthe 
end of a Sermon ,enkindled with zeale , dillolueth one 
piece of her gaudy dreflings? | 

Behold on the other fide, Spwrina , who ſayth in S. V 
Ambroſe: I was a Gentill, nouſled in the corruption of 
anage,where vertue was indeclination,and vice on the 
top of the wheele. I was endowed with an exquiſite be- 
2uty, which by right of naturall force, gaue me the Key 
of harts: and TI ſeeing it was too much atfeted, & cour- 

2d by wanton eyes, and ſcrued for a ſtumbling blocke 
to Chaſtity, I purpoſely made ſcarres in my face, extin- 
guiſhing with my bloud, the flames of them that ſought 
me: for Tloued better to ſeale my inocency , as with the 
ſeale of yoluntary deformity, then to poſleſſe a beauty , 
that ſerued only as a bayt far anothers luſt: Deformitatem ,, , , x 
ſanttitatis mee, fidem, quan formam, irritamentum aliens !i- y irgac, 4s 
bidints eſſe malut. 
O thou Chriſtian woman, who doſt paynt thy ſelfe 
with an ill |)ntention, feeking to gayne y 35 , by impo- 
ſture, which thou canſt notattayne by truth; and not 
ſatisfying thy ſelfe with adulteraring thy beauty ,ſpareſt 
not to difcouer among Company, a ſcandalous naked- 
nes, to ſhew in thy breaſts the 1mpudence of thy fore- 
head ! Adorne thy felfe in this Paynzms faſhion , and 
thinke a little, what thou wouldeſt anſwere her, with all 
the moueables of thy wantoneſſe, when her bloud , her 
woundes, fcarres , her beauty disfigured , which ferued 
as a ſacrifice to her chaſtity , ſhall accuſe thee before the 
neuitable tribunall ? B 2 Bz- 
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Bchold likewiſe , Lycurgus , who iseleted King of 
the Lacedemonians , vpon condition, if his dead brother 
have left no heyre, in his wifes body . The perfigious 8 
vnnaturall Queene , ſendeth this meſſage to the King 
new choſc. Syr, 1 am With Child,e according to the Laws of 
the Countrey it may fall out the fruit of my body , may ſnatch 
the Scepter out of your hands : I ſee the Kingdome is a dainty 
morſel!, hard for them to diſgorge, Who once hane ſwallowed it. 
1f you Will be Wiſe in your ovne affayre , I kno the meanes 
by a potion , to = your Crowne in ſafety, and by anticipation 
taking away the life of 1h5s little creature, ſettle your Throne 
fer ener «Only be mindful! of me your faythfull handmayd, ho 
with loſſe of my one bloud, tenders this eraefwll office . 

Heereupon Lycurexs deteſting in his hart the fayth= 
leſnes of this rauenous ſhe- wolfe, difſembleth, and anſ- 
wereth. Madame let the inf aut come into the Yorld (beit 
male, or female) it imparteth not : ve alvayes ſhall ſind meanes 
incugh , whenſcener ve ſhall thinke good, to diſpatch it .. As. 
ſoone as the Child was borne ( which proued a boy ) he 
tooke it in his armes, he aſſembled the Magiſtrates, and. 
people, and couering the little Creature with his royall 
robe , ſayth. Syrs,lors linc Inſtice, and Loyalty.. Behold your 
Kins, I am but his vaſſall . O- Chriſtian, what ſayeſt thou 
to this Pagan, that would not purchaſea Kingdome, by 
the ſingle linne of another ? And many times, alittle in- 
tereſt , makes thee neglet all that, which 1s diuine, in 
Fayth, Iuſtice, and Religion? Itis not required of thee 
thou ſhouldeſt bea S. Arntony,a Macaring, an Angell of 
the deſert. Itis demaunded of thee , that for Gods ho: 
nour , thou ſheweſt ſome ſmall reſiſtance to finne, 
which theſe infidells haue done for a ſhadow of vertue, 
and it ſhallſuffice. Doſt not thou behold , that thou arc 
enforced, not only for good faſhion, bur for neceſlity ,. 
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Motive IT, _F Nobilty ma 
ts this Chriſtian perfetion, which thou imagineſt to 
be far ſeparated ? thy Condition ? 

Conclude( Oyee Noble Men.) outof this diſcourſe, 
that che obligatio which you haue to be perfe&, is moſt 
euident, fince you haue Iefus Chriſt for a ſharer the 
chaſe is eaſy, it conſiſting not , but in louing 2 Good- 
neſſe, which one cannot hate, and which neuer man can 
loue,if he offer not the homage of his proper intereſt tg 
his diuine Maielty. Behold all Perfection . 
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Fee 5 perfe, let vs in particuler behold the mo- 


whichI haue to propoſe, you ſhall find them no leſſe 
obliged ta the ſolid-eminency, of all Chriſtian vertues, 
then Hermits themſelues, and.this, by the right of theyr 
Condition : ſo as that, which. ſeemeth to enlarge theyr 
ſcope to a life of greater liberty , rather ſerueth as a bod 
of they duty, and a'bridle for theyr difſolutions.'Let vs 
take the firſt Motiue;, whichis theyr Nobility. It 1s an 
argument that cannot proceed but from-a low Iludg- 
ment,or aſpiritſoothed with its owne Effeminaty , to 
lay, He is Nyblehe i aCourtierhe is a-man of State, His qua- 
lity tyeth him not to perfettion , His vertue mui be meaſured 
by the ell of the world, If he were ouer vertuons, the exceſſe of 
his Sanfity wou!ld be preiudiciall to his fortune . 

What a diſorderly humor 15 itzto paiſt Ignominy-vp6 
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the front of Nobility, in the firſt beginning ? He is noble, 
he therefore [hould be the lefie dencut , the leſſe vertwous . 
Chaunge the Gamuch: ,and ſay. Hes noble, he hath ther- 


 forecthe wort obligation ta beperfett. Nobility hath pur the 
*Foke;, of a happy neceſiity vpan hinr, which he cannot 


- thakeoff, without much cowardize. And to make you 


eleerly-behold, that novility 1s a bond of Chriftian ver- 
tus, inal eminecy, no man wildeny, that by how much 
the more God.giueth powerfull , and effectuall meanes 
to man,to arriue at a good end; fo much the more obli- 
grtionhehath to carry himſclfe with feruency of aife- 
&ion,and in caſe of fayling, his negle& i; made the more 
faulty . The ſeruant to ws. ws; the mayſter hath given 
fiue tallents to negotiate with , ought much more to 
proffir, & bring gayne home, then he that receyued bur 
one {ingle tallent. Who can deny this, if he will not be- 
lye thelight of Nature? Now , ſoit is, Great men haue 
many moretalleats of God, for the trafficke of vyertues , 
chen others haue; & behold the firſt of all , which 1s the 


| happineſle of their birth. An Oratour making a ſolemne 


Panyrer, 
Conſtant, 


Oration 1n the prayſe of Conftartine the Great, in the 
Citty of Trier, let fall theſe words: Mihi deorum immor- 
talium munus & primum videtur, & maximum, in lucem #4- 
tim felicem venirc. 

This;Pagan fayd,the firſt, and greateſt guift of hea- 
ven, Was to be borne happy, and as ſoone to bein the 
liſtes of felicity, as of nature. The Scripture itſelfe re- 
comendeth Nobilty in the perſons of the three valiant 
children, held tn.the Captiwity of Babylon z in that of 
Eleazar, and others. It1s a. wonder how S. Hierome 1n 
the Epitaph of Saint Paula, hath not omitted, thatſhe 
was deſcended from A7zamemaon. Which would:neuer 
haus beene mentioned, were it not that nobility isva- 
21 | lewed 


Motine TI. [ Nobility: r5- 
ewed amongft the temporall goods , whicharediftri. 
bured to vs by theprouidence of Almighty God. 

' Now, that Nobulity is a gaod anitrument toicon- 
dut to perfeHion, appeareth by an irrefragable reaſon, 
which L1arend 'to expreſſe. Iwill not ſay what might 
be propoled, & tortifyed by experience, that the bodyes - 
of Nobleand Gzntle.men are ordinarily better COMmPo-. 
ſed, and /as1t were)moredelicatly moulded by the art- 
full hands of Nature , that they haue their ſenſes more 
fubtile , rheir ſpirits more agile , their members better 
proportioned, their garbe.more gentle, and. grace more. 
accompliſhed : and that all thete prepare a'tayrer thop 
for the ſoule,ro exerciſe ther fun@ions with greater 11- 
berty . Let vs rather ſay with Petrarch , If Nobility were 
nottyed , but to fleſh and bloud, it were a ſmall-matter, 
fince 4t 1s very difficult to diltinguiſh betrweene the 
bloud of C eſars, and Porgers . | 


' Onmis propemoium fanguis et concolor , fioubi forte alter 1 
altero clarior inuentus ſit ,non id Nobilitas efficitsſed Sanitas- 1. v,dere- 
Nor yet will I rouch what might pertinently . be di{pu-.med.dials 


ted, that the ſoules of men extracted from the treaſures, ,** * 
of heauen, though they be all caſt in one mould , and be 
of the ſame kind', may notwithſtanding be created by 
God,with quahityes very different ; as we: behold-1n.the 
flowers of a beautyfull meadow , which areof the. fame 
name,and nature, a very great diſproportion, 1n figure, 
colour, and other accidents: Semblably. betweene the 
ſtacres andipretious ſtones , whichare of the ſame pa- 
rith; onewfl hauea luſtre more ſparkhng, anbther more. 
dull,and blunted ; which maketh vs probably belieue, 
that the ſoules of men, when they are infuſed 1ato |bo- 
dies, although they be eſſentially marked-with the ſame 
ſtamp, mayhaue ſome accidematll. pertotions , m_ 
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The Holy Court, - | Lib. 1. 
boue another , and that this great diuerfity which we 
obſeruetherin, making one man j-3 (por gold , ano- 
ther of lead, doth-not onely depend on the variety of 
Organs. Mercury TriſmegiHus hath beene of this opi- 
nion, when ynder the barke ofa fable, he repreſenterh 
ſoules vnto vs, which before they entred into the bo- 

;,drankein the Cup of ſpirit,notall of them,bur thoſe 
which/ happily) encounter that fortunate ſucceſſe. For 
he faygneth according to the inuentions of his brayne, 


that God ſendeth a meſſenger vpon the earth, to wit, 


one of his Angells , who placetha large Cup, as bigge 
as(it 1s to be ſuppoſed) thatof Seriramis was , which 
as AElian reporteth , weighed a thouſand , and fower 
{core pound : and this Cup 1s full of a celeſtiall liquor, 
of power to make men ſubtile, and ſpirit-full , the meſ- 
ſenger maketh his proclamation, and ſayth to eue- 
ry foule ( &dwricir os 7 Torapeirn ies 103r07 169 xgariges ) V 
Soule, drench thy felfe deepely,and drinke with all thy 
forcein this cup of ſpirit. Therupon they drinke, ſoms 
more ſome eſſe which maketh a great duuerſity of vn- 
derſtandings : Some wholy abſtayne , who when they 
haue entred into the body , haue no other ſhare, but the 
ouifts of reaſon , which neceſſarily ts a prerogative of 
theyr nature: but as for ſpirit, they aredepriued, as be- 
ing abſolutly ſtupid, andextremely ſhallow. 

It is a wonder, how theſe auncient Sages haue plea- 
ſed themſelues in theſe fabulous Diſcourſes. Needeth 
there ſo-much outward couer, to giue vs this Maxime, 
that allſoules haue not one, andthe ſamerelation to ac- 


cidentall qualityes , though, as Ari3orle teacheth vs, 


they are in theyr owne efjence;, as vnchaangeable, az 
numbers in CArithmatique? This diuerlity of ſpirits pre- 
ſuppoled, one may ſay, that Great, and Noble men are 
. more 
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more priuiledged from the time of theyr birth, and this 
might beſayd with ſome probality . So Philo hath giuen 
to Kings, and Potentates a double vnderſtanding, tha 
one for the rule of themſelues, and the other for the 20- 
vernment of theyreſtates. Bur not to ſooth the nobilit 
with feeble —— , it behoneth they know , that all. 
though one ſhould admit this accidenrcall diverfity in 
the Oeconomy of humane ſpirits, yet would the conſe- 

uencenot neceſſarily enſue, that they allwayes thereby 
Aould be the berter prouided.God maketh no difference 
of perſons in this diſtribution. There are ſpirics that 
haue comeinto the world, from among the Copwebs 
of anaſty Cottage, who haue hilled ages with admira- 
tion of theyr greatneſſe. Orhers haue beene clothed in 

olden glitcer and Purple, who haue beene miſerably 
Fupid, and dull: and allthough Fortune , doth ſtill hold 
to the oare, who deſerue to be at the Rerne,yea and ſome 
be at the ſterne, who merit to be at the oare, yet the pro- 
uidence of God,doth husband it, as beſt pleaſeth him- 
ſelfe, for certayneends, which our aber cannot pe- 
netrate with S beſt Iighr. 

What infallible Motiue ſhall we then deriue, to eſta- 
bliſh the obligation, which tyeth the Nobility to. vertue 
aboue others, ſince we rather ſeeke weight of reaſon, 
then colour. Behold one, which cannot well be denyed 
by a well retified tudgment. It is, as God hath giuen to 
women ( I know not) what inſtin& of ſhamefaſtnes, 
which inforceth them / as it were ) with a ſweet yio- 
E lenceto the defence of theyr honour , and this in them 
E is ſopowerfull a touch from heauen, that they cannot 
diſcharge themſc]ues thereof; rather they feele it in e- 
uery part, vnleſſe they be wretchedly tainted with lea- 
proſy, Pliny affirmeth the ſame, who ſayth, their bodyes 
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after death floate in ſuch poſture vpn the waters , that 
they hide the nakednefle from humane eyes, whereof 
nature during life hath beenc1o carefull. Prone flaitant, 
pudort earum parcente Natura. Euen as God hath ingraff- 


ted the loue of moJeſty ypon this SEXC, ſol:kewile he 


bath affixed a ſpurre of honour ypon the ſpirit of Noble. | 


men. This 15s the pre of Phidias,, which cannotbe | 


taken away without breaking the Mnerua. This 15 the 
Character where with God will imprint vertuein the, 
They are all naturally ſenſible in the pointes. of hone- 
ſy, or otherwiſe meere bankrupts, who haue allready 
ourmandized theyr Nobility . 
And behold { Ipray you ) the force, and power of 


this ſpurre, which God hath vſed for the good of Nobi- 
lity. They would fly ( if it were poſible ) to heauen, 8: 
penetrate the depthes to anoyd the leaſt ſtayne of diſho-. | 


nour. What flames, actually would not they go — 
To what breaches , afſaults , musket-ſhottes, to what 
Images of death, which make Nature to tremble with 
cold-feare, do nat they expoſe themſelues;, to-conferue, 
or acquire A tion?The ſpiritoflyes;ſeing they can- 
not be altered in this ſpurre of the inſeparable honour 


of their condition, what doth he? He not being able 


to wreſt it from.them, he rebatetlythe poznr;;\ nay: Ta- 
ther he rebateth the brayne; and makes'them'place the 
point of honpurin infamy , knowing very well ; that 
this 15 an effe&nall meanes to ruine them without reco- 
uery.A woder! They rather will become CApo/ata's fro 
chriſtianity,then from the fpur of honour. They 'meete 
in the field , cur one anothers throte, andempry their 
quarrels through the channels of their bloud, for that 
they thinke the thing is Honourable. Iudge now , & 


coaciudg what I zm to fay If they would ſuffer. this; 
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ſpurre to purſue that courſe which God hath begun in 
their ſoules , perſuading themlelues ,. what is moſt yn- 
doubted, that the moſtignoble a& which a Gentleman 
can do, is toſerue finne; would not they quick]y be- 
come perfe& ? would not they beinuincible againſt all 
vices,and euer 1n poſſeflion of vertue ? This argument 
is very ſtrong , and will admit no euaſion.Noble ſpirit, 
thou naturally loueſt honour , more then thy life, and 
therin thou doſt well. Thon art a Chriſtian 7; If thou 
wilt notrenounce thy Bapnſme , and the bloud of thy 
Sautour, Chriſtianity teacheth thee, that the higheſt, & 
moſt ſolid Honour, thou canſt euer pretend vnto, is to 
pu Vice vnderfoote, and Vertue ouer thy head. ; why 

ayeſt thou to make reſolution ? 

Vnworthy that thou art,if thou goeſt about, to tye 
Nobility to fleth & bloud, or to ſome old rotten ruines, 
to ſome monuments, which couer a Nothing , vnder 
the golden traces of an £piraph. Ridiculous that thou 
art, if with full mouth thou vyaunteſt a Paper: Nobility 
yea which is not thine. As1fa blind man ſhould boaſt, 
his Grandfather had had good'eyes, and a ſtammere 
that his great-Grandfather had been a great Orator.Mi- 
ſerable { ah thou art, ifafter thy Aunceſtors haue plan- 
ted the french Lillyes amongſt the Palmes of Palcitime , 
ſincerely led therto , with the zeale they bare to their 
Fayth, thou betrayeſt Religion , Vertue , .and Con- 
ſcience by a brutiſhe life , drenched in wild paſſions, 
and frameſt to thy ſelfe vnder a Head of gold, a Foote 
of clay . God who breatheth on the intentions of men, 
reprouethſuch a Nobility:and though theſe Momeretis 


ſhold make themſelues as whire as Swannes,Godeſtee- Amos gh 


them, as black as Moores. Numanid non us filiy Erbio- 
£m vos eftis mihi Iſrael? All Nobility: before this great 
C 2 " nn 
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ludge 3s nothing in compariſon of luſtice , and Perfe- 
Rion. Yea ſo it 15, that 1n holy Writ, the Nobility of 

Gas 6 Nyoeis valewed, He ſunt generationes Noe. Noe vir initus 
erat, atque perfeetus. Behold a merucylous manner (ſayth 

S. lohn Chriſoftom ) to delineate a Genealogy. The Scrip- 

ture beginneth and ſayth. 
__ through all the Patriarchs, from whome Noe was deſ- 
ceded. It ſeemeth to make a rehearſall ro vs of all thewr 
titles , and Signoryes , of their ates, and atchieuemets, 
and preſently endeth, in ſaying, Will you know the 
Genealory of Noe ? He Was a mit man, and aperfeet. 

6. de Noe Behold allthis Nobility . On which ſubie , 8. Am- 
—O—_— broſe hath an excellent ſaying : Probati viri genus , virtu- 
tis proſapia eft : ſfieut hominum genus, homines; ita animaruns 

genus , virtutes . Nobility hath no better character, then 

that of Sanity; the race of men, are men , but therace 

of ſoules, are vertues. 

Noblemen,if you deſyre to-be eſteemed worthy your 

ranke, donot as the litle ſea-crabbes , who by chaunce 

&nding the ſhells of great fiſhes empty,enter into them, 
without ſaying( by your leaue )and make boaſtes of a 
borowed habitation . Couer not the giddy fantaſyes, 

and Yluſfions,of a ſpirit drunke with ſelfe loue, vnder a 

ome, !. Vayneveyle of Nobility: ratherdo, as Boleſlaus the 4. 
4 King of Polaxd, who bearing the piture of his father 
hanged about his neck.,in a >. Jn of gold, when he was 

| toſpeake, or doany thing of importance, he tooke this 
picture, and kifling it ſayd; Deare Father, I vich I may not 

do any thing remiſſly, unworthy of your Name. Rather do,as 
| thatbraue Eleazar , mentioned in the booke of Macha- 

b-es, who being aſlalred with all ſort of batteries, blan- 
dihments, menaces, and torments to make him coun- 
= on wrtayt 


Chryſofl.in Behold the Genealory of Noe . It ſemeth to make way 
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terfayt,bur one ſole {inne againſt his owne law he fixed 
his eyes vpon the true point of Honor, ypon the confi- 


canitiem,atque a puero optime counerſationis attus. Out alas 
(fayd he by himſelfealone) the whiteneſle of that ve- 
E nerable hayre, with which thy head is couered, after it 
£ hath growne hoary in the exerciſe of thy Religion, hath 
3t not yet tanght thee, where the point of Honour lyes ? 
It is net inough for E/eazar, not tocounterfayt impie- 
ty,butto profeile vyertue, euen at the price of his bloud. 
Now, God graunt,I may not ſerue as a ſtumbling block 
to-the youth of this Citty, ſince God will make is day 
a Theatre of my Conſtancy. Twill not be-lye the law 
of my Maiſter, I will nordiſhonor the Schoole in which 
I was bred, & brought vp. My ſoule ſhall fly out of this 
body,wholy innocent,diſcharged of infidelity, into the 
bolome of my aunceſtors , and the honour of my life, 
ſhalbe conueyed into the aſhes of my Tombe. Theſe 
words mixed with his bloud, ſtopped his mouth, & life, 
EZ with one,and the ſameſeale . Behold younor a nobility 
Y worthy the fight of Angells, the imitation of great ſpi- 
W cits, and the p. carla ofthe whole world? 
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LED AINT QAuznſtine hath ſpoken yery pru- 
GY dently , A woos ohe nt v4. of 
&© FN God , to wit, that of neceflity ic behoouethr 
SZ@QY vs tobe vertuous, fince we are perpetually: 
lightned,, with the eyes of the great Judge, before 
GC; whoms 


deration of his Nobility.Cepit cogitare ingenite nobilitatis uMach gy 
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whome the bottomleſle Abiſſe,nor hell it ſelfe hath not 
darkenes inough to hide vs . Nobis magna inditae#t neceſ- 


folilex4s ſitas juite , redteg, vinendi , quia cunita facimus ante oculos 


Cenecd « 


indices cuntta cernentis . 

IF this exerciſe of the preſence of God , were as fa- 
miliar to vs, as itis effe&uall , ir would-be a powerfull 
motiue, to cleanſe all the impurityes of our intentions, 
and affeftions;, and quickly would give vs leaue to ar- 
riue at the top of perfedtion. A wiſe Hebrew layd very 
well, to extirpate finne from the earth, it behooueth e- 
uery one to figure to himſelfe a greateye, alwaies wake- 
full ypon our ations, an earealwayes open to obſerue 
our words, a hand indefatigably euer writing , & ſum- 
ming vp the accompt of our workes . 

Burt as our {oule, while it 15 in this mortall habitati- 
on folded vp in the fl:th and bloud , ſtirres 1t ſelfe, but 
lazily to the.confideration of things purely ſpirituall, 
expecting the ſenſes by which ſhe operateth ſhould giue 
her the Alaruw; God all-wile , all-good , ſerueth him- 


. - * , 
ſelfe with an efficacious meanes , to fixe vs in the con- 
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Gomorrha . Nothing diſmanteleth Vice ſo much, as its 
owne nakedneſle; take the maske from it, and you be- 
rcaue it of the meanes of progreſſion . | 
It is from rhis point Tintend to draw the firſt rea- 
fon, which bindeth the Nobility to great perfettion, eſ- 
ecially thoſe who are of ſtate, and dignity , ſeing that 
fe much the more they are eminent in hohtour, fo: 
much the more they are propoſed,as an ame to the eyes 
of all the world . If alittle Planet happen to be eclyp=- 
ſ:d , who can tell the newes thereof , but ſome Cold- 
foundred cMathematician , who perchaunce beholdeth 
it, in the ſhady obſcurityes of the night. But if theleaft 
chaunge happen that may be to the Sunne, euery one 
ifrecth his eye to heauen ; He cannot makea falſe ſtep , 
but the numberlefſe numbers of men , which inhabi 
the foure quarters of the earth do obferve it. The like 
thing is ſeene in the life of Great men, and private per- 
fons. If a Hermit in his Cell, ſuffer himſelfe to be tranſ- 
tj vpon ſome motion of choller, who knoweth ir, 
ut his Cat, or Table? Andifitbe a religious man, in 
a couent, his perfeRtions are not manifeſted, butto few, 
which would be of force to cheriſh their vices, if they 
d1d not take their aymes , rightly leuelled to God. But 
as for Great ones; all the eyes of men are fixed 'vp6 the, 


and they. cannor eclypſe;, but as'Sapnes; fo darknin 
the whole world, with their ſhady obſcurities, that the 
whoin their owne errour haue eyes of Moles, are CAr- 
guſſes , and Linxestoſee, and cenfure the ations of men 
of quality, Grear men vicious, Feſeqrble'the King 04s, 
they ail cary their leprouſy vpon' their forhead'. Fheh 
Id:maund of you {this admitted } chat they cannot hide 
themſeiues no more then the Sunne, and that they all 
haue Honourin fpeciall-recomntendation”, A” 
a 
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leaſt blemiſhes of fame: yer behold them, betweene the 


"2 | deſire of honour , and feare of contempt, as betweene 
"Þ the hammer and the Anuile, enforced (as 1t were) with 
l a happy neceflity todo well, ſince to do ill 15 fo charge- 
'F able. 
1. - You will ſay ynto me, this intention were impure, | 
'- 'to Carry ones {fe in prayſe-worthy actions , by the 
1 BS pathes-of humane reſpets - ro which I agree , but with- 
[ all add, it may eafily be purged , and freed , if you prefi- 


gure in your mind, that ſo many men, as watch vpon 
our ations, are ſo many meſſengers of God;if you con- 
ſider them not, as men , but as Angells of this ſoue- 


raygne Maieſty , whoare _ for the inquiſition of 


Eh your actions . This contemplation well —_ , 1n 
[ | your ſpirit , thall by little, and little proceed, raryfying 
; the moſt grofſe thoughts , as the Sun-beames , doth the 
if vapors of the earth, and you ſhall chaunge this neceſli- 
% ty , you haue to do well, by the honeſt enforcement of 
F heb, whoenlighten you, into a will ſo free, and difin- 
'F tereſſed, that you will eucr after put a reſolution on , to 
' remayne in the Liſts of vertue, although all the world 


ſhould be blind : you will reſemble the Sunne, who pla- 
| ced in heauen by the Creatours hand, if (happily j one 
4m day it ſhould chaunce, he could haue no ſpeators of 
| his light, he would ſhine as radiant for the eyes of a 
[i Angſt. Piſmere , or filly Bee, as for the greateſt King in the 
3 6. rom 'o; world. S. Auguitine maketh mention of anold Come- 
q : ian, who 1n his younger dayes , after he had alon 
k tyme, played in the Comedyes , which thoſe blind Ido- 
£y laters had inſtituted to the h 


the generall applauſe of the people, the glory therc- 
of did ſointoxicate him , that playing for the Gods, he 
of > acted all as for men : when he grew old, and not ſo at- 
| | OO 2755-4 MC 


onour of their Gods , with | 
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tended by his ordinary troupe of auditours, he went to 
the Capitoll,and made much a doe, to play his Come- 
dyes alone, before the Statu's of his falſe Gods ; doing 
all (ſayd he) then , for the Gods, and nothing for men. 
If this poore Pagan , had not fayled, in the principles of 
true Religion, he had hit the marke. It is true, men ma- 
ny tymes , much ſcrue to polliſh our ations , their pre- 
ſence is to vs a ſharpe ſpurre, which makes the ſpirit to 
leape, and bound beyond it elfe . The like whereof is 
ſcene , in Oratours , and Preachers , to whom their Au- 
ditory ſomtyme ſerues , as pipes to Organs : Such pene- 
trate the Cloudes, borne vpon the winges of the wind, 
who otherwiſe had low-flagged in the duſt, voyd of the 
eſtimation of men. It would bea miſerable yanity , to 
haueno other ayme then alwayes, to play for men, and 
neuer for God. It is fit that all theſe creaturs , ſhould 
ſerue vs for Ladders , to mount vp to heauen . 
And this is it, wherein men of State, whoare in emi- 
nent place haue much aduantage; they are ina great 
Theatre, which1s to them a powerfull ſpurre, to do 
well; yea ſo forcible, that it was a wonder , admired by 
the 1dicious Caſ5iu5 Longines , to heareit ſayd, Thata, 
Grecian Captayne , ſeing himſelfe in a daungerous en- 
counter , inuoJued in night, and death, defyred not of 
God, the ſafegard of his life , but onely ſo much day, as 
mightſuffice | omen ſee himlelfe dye valiantly. Behold 
the force of this motiue, to ziuea life, the moſt -pretious 
thing in the whole world,to enioy one-glimmer of day 
light, which. could ſerue to no other purpoſe , but to 
Lghten his death. | 
Then you Noblemen ) whoare ſeated in Dignity, T 
leaue it to you to conclude if you perpetually being mn 
the mid-day, & in the rayes of fo many eyes, as behold 
D you, 
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you, who illuſtrate your life, and make your death light- 
{ome, haue cauſe, or not, toſlacke,or ſoften 1n the courſe 
of Perfeion? For the ſecond reaſon, I ſay, the Foyle 
ſetteth of the ſparkling of the diamond , and Greatneſſe 
| the luſtre of vertue . How doth a man know what he1s, 
Le if he ſee not himſelfe in the occaſions of good, andall? 
| The triumph of vertue ( as Platoſayd very well )1s to 

haue finne in power , and vertuein will ; tobe able to 

ſinne, to be thereunto ſollicited by attractive pleaſures, 

& yet withſtanding not to commit it ; this 15 all which 

Eccl.zr, © good mancan doe. Erit illi gloria aterna, qui potuit tranſ- 
arte n0n eſt tran{ereſſus.A Tolitary lyfe is not allwayes 
audable,if it be not guided by diuine, and ſupernaturall 
helpes,as that of Saintes. For what honour 15 1t for a re- 

tyred man,to haue this Epitaph of YVacza, inſcribed vps 

him : Heere lyeth he, who hed rom theworld, and the af- 

» fayres thereof, exiled within himſelfe by the miſery of 

» his paſſions; who could not endure any man to be more 

» happy, then himſelfe ; who hid himſelfe tor feare ; who 

x» in preſentliueth not, neyther for another, nor for him- 
$enec,ep.s, {elfe, but for his belly,ſleepe,and pleaſure: 97 res, ex ho- 
miges fugit; quem cupiditatum ſuarum infelicitas relegauitz 


ers avimal mets oblituit. Ille ſibi non vinit, fed quod e tur- 
piſſimum, ventri,ſomno, & libidini. 

Behold a poore prayſe, and which well ſheweth ver- 
tue doth not allwayes conſiſt in the flight of greatneſle, 
butin the conqueſt of paſſions, which 1s, by (o much the 
more glorious, by how much the aduerſaryes arg more 
inuincible . Theophiladt ſayd , that gold is like the river 
Rhene , for one cauſe , which 1s, that aunciently thoſe 
 warlike Nations , inhabitants of Germany vicd it, to 
proue theyr Children in, as we vie to try gold WIS 

touch- 


qui alias feliciores videre non potuity,quivelut tumidi, & in- + 
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tonchſtone. As ſoone as theſe little Creatures were 
borne, they caryed them to the Rhene , & plunged them 
1n that river, and then knew by certayne fignes giuen 
by the Child , eyther in wreſtling with the waues, or in 
ſhewing much terror, and affrightment, whether he 
would be couragious, or cowardous. He that bare him- 
ſelfe brauely 1n this mercyleſſe element, was theyr true 
ſonne.Men are tryed no more in Rhereſayd this learned 
Author, to ſee whether they be men , but in: Patol , 11 
a riuer of gold: place themin honours, reputation,in af- 
fluence of riches, this will procure you aneuer erring 
mdgment of theyr vertue. What knowethone , how he 
who1s borne, and bred all his hfetyme amongſt Cop- 
webs, would vſe cloth of gold,zfhe had occafion? What 
knoweth one, how humblea man may be, who 1s as 
ſoone found in mfery , as in Nature , by the courfe of 
his lineall extraction? Who knoweth how abſtinent 
one.would be in the full delicacyes of a great feaſt, who 
| hath neuer ſezne vpon his table, but Cabudgn , & Tur- 
neps ? who knoweth how temperate another would be 
in commaunding ouer men, who neuer hath- exerci- 
ſed his power, but ouer dogges,and calues? It ſeemeth 
all vertues , eyther are no vertues, or are ſtifled ina low 
condition (1f we ſpeake: morally: ) But to fee a man: 
poore of ſpirit, in aboundant plenty of riches; Humble, * 
in large traynes oFattendantes , which he daily behol- 
deth proſtrated at his feete; Temperate, ina thouſand: 
occaſions oFexceſſes , which howerly are preſented to 
him Moderate ; in a-fortune euer vpon increaſe ;. Pea- 
cefull,in theclattering clamours of affayres; Vniforme 
& equall in the viciiſitrudeof humaneaccidents; A man 
who can do all he would, and will nothing, but what 1s 
reaſonable; A man that ſuffereth nor his appetites to fly 
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like litle butter flyes, fluttering admidſt- the concupil. 
cence of creatures , but limits them in theliſts of mo- 
deſty,and not touching theearth, but with the ſoles of 
his feete , fixeth the better part of himſclfe 1n heauen; 
Auguſt. This is to behold a perpetuallc Miracle. Magne virtuts eft, 


Ki, . 6 4 g « . = ) - . 
| >7 pn cum felicitate luttari ; magns felicitatis eft,a falicitate non 


VIA » 
We muſt then neceſſarily auerre, if we will not be- 


lye our iudgment and reaſon, thatin the greateſt occa- 
=—_ of 11], 15 ſhewed the greateſt reflection of good, 
Great felicities are ſo tickliſh, thatitis moreeaſy to live 
onthe Dunghill of Iob, with patience, then in the man- 
ad Eugen, nage of great Kingdomes with moderation. Magnus, cu 
Gb. praſers falicitas,ſt arriſi, non irrifu , layd S. Bernard to 
pope Eugenims.He is truely great on whom fortune hath 
ſmiled, and not deceyued him. Ir 1s a heauy burthen to 
| bearea great fortune. This 15 daily fcene in theſpirits of 
this age: there needeth but a litle ſparkle of felicity, to 
dazle theyr eyes, to putte vp theyrskin, todrench them 
in pride, in ingratitude,in tyranny, in a deluge of ditſo- 
lutions. One fole houre, which a wanton younker may 
hauein the proſperityes of the Court, will make him 
forget a frendſhip of thirty yeares;a moſt euident marke 
of a weake ſpirit. On the contrary,to paſle from a poore 
_— intoa Kangs pallace, as _AMbdo{omin did. and to 
andle the ({cepter, with the ſame humility of hart, with- 
our preiudice of authority, that one would doaſetting- 
dibble, is a vertue, which rarely hath an example ypon 
earth, but 15 admiredin heauen it ſelfe: It 15 a vertue, 
which commeth to men from the treaſures of Gad,not 
from their pedegree. Itis the fayreſt obie& , which the 
Sunne, drawing the curtayne of the night , diſcouereth 
vpon earth. And 1 doubt not, but the diuine proui- 
FEAST 
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dence, hath purpoſely held ſome Religious Monarches 
an the world, as our Saint Zevs for example,to declare, 
how high Chriſtian perfection may aſcend, which is to 
plaat humility, ypon the Diamonds of regall Crowns; 
ro lead in Court an Heremiricall life ; ro commaund 
Greatneſſe, and Humility ( which ſeldome are of Alli- 
ance ) mutually to imbrace, as Siſters . \ 

Add for the third reaſon, what is receyued by the 
common conſent of all men liuing inthe world, that 

Tribulation ſerues as a fornace for vertue; the more 
ſour, and maſculine it 1s, the more itglitters in affli- 
ion. What knoweth a man that hath allwayes beene 
bred ina lazy , languiſhing life (as the trees of Sodome 
in the dead ſea ) with what meaſure Perfetion 1s mea- 
ſured? Proſperityes are like a veyle, tiſſued with gold, by 
the fingers of Fortune to couer the yicers of vice: & Ad- 
uerſity 15 the Theatre of generous ſpirits, who feed 
themſelues with afflitions, as the ſunne with ſalt was 
ters. What a glorious ſpeRacleis it to behold , ſayth 
Saint Cyprian, an inuincible courage, counter-buifed 
with ſtormes and tempeſts , on whomat ſeemerh Hea- 
uen will burſt, and fall in pieces, to heare this man ſay 
amongſt the threats of the ayre, raines of the world, 


allwayes ſtanding vpright, asa great brazen Coloſſus, Op. de 
ſcorning theſe,as miits,and ſmallflakes of ſnow: Duan mortals 


1a ſublimitas inter ruinas gencrs humani,ftare eretTum 
What a braue Word it is, to hearea manſay, in a 

world of contrarietyes, which oppoſe him, Digni wiſe 

ſumus Dev in quibus experiretur,quantum humana natura po- 

teft patt : God 

to ſerue,as a tryall of humane nature, to ſee to how hi 

a pitch,patiece could mount ?What a maieſty itis robe 

abls to bare thus fayre cohgae » Wherewith our Lows 
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be prayſed , who hath deemed vs ouny Sewer, de 
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the twelfth, with a generous affetion,was much plea- 
fed , which wasa Celeſtial Cup, aduancedinrayes of 
gold, amongſt Eclipſes ; with this. m20tr9-- Inter Ecclipſes 
exorior :and verily Vertue-neuer jhineth ſo- much, as 
when ſhe is iv Eclipſe: which itſeemes the Holy Ghoſt 
Þob, rte17e ould myſteriouſly lignifyin theſe words of ob, 9u;f{ 
meridians fulgor conſurget tibrad*veſprram , cum te con- 
fumptum put aneris , oriers ut lucifer . Thou braue ſpirit , 
who ſtruggleſt againſt tempeſts, thou ſhalt find thy 
Noone, in the Euening , & when thou ſhalt eſteeme thy 
ſelfe annihilated, thou then- ſhalt elenate thy (elfe, as 
the Morning-ſtarre. Irisa' wonder that in this paſſage, 
he vſeth an Hebrew word, for two purpoſles,ſtgnifying 
two contraryes;, to wit, Ts ſhine, and, Tobe darkened. It 
15 to ſhew. vs, that obſcurity, which-commeth from ad- 
uerlity , is a truz and perfe& light. | 
It then being admitted, whictrall mouths do preach, 
and pens do. write ,. that aduerſityes are neceſſary, to 
make vpa great vertue; we will thereon conclude, that 
Perfetion will be more ſutably' accomodated in the 
life of Great ones, then in a common Hoſtry, or Inne; 
though-neuer ſo-good, hnce they are thoſe , who daily 
are expoſed tothe greateſt hazards. The croſſes of Re- 
l:igious, and priuate men , are but 'meere paper in com» 
_ pariſon of thoſe which happen to the Greatmen of the 
Par world .Thelearned Sizeſis layth; they are illuſtrious, 
rue, Oncucry fide Oerige jigl d T63 Feiuore; 3 ) ONC while they 
mount as high as heauen, another while they deſcend, 
euen to- the Abyſle ; theyr Chaunge is neuer in: the 
\ meang;itispoynred outin extremityes; this manifeſtly 
| declareth, that as:theyr Fortune hath no bounds , ſo 
they ſhould not limir theyr vertues. | 
Q men of: Honour, 4t 15 2 braue, thinge-, to ſee you 
? & > E] COura- 
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gouragious 1n diſaſters, as Eagles , who fly confrontin g 
that part of heauen where raging tepeſts moſt raygne, 
not valike Dolphins, who leape and bound with full 
carrere in the tumultuous waues: Or as vaſt Rocks, who 
. erect theyr creſts againſt the clowdes,and mock at the 
foamy waues billow-beating theyr feete, _ 
There 15 { truly) the element of Vertue,, reſembling 
the pretious ſtone, called Ceraunia by the Grecians,as one 
would ſay,the Thunderer , for it is bred among Thun- 
ders,and is found in places, where Heauen all-ſwolne 
with anger, hath left the Maiſter-pieces of the worlds 
great Magazin. Soafter the black vapors of Oblogui, af- 
ter the miſty clowds, which haue diſcoloured our Re- 
putation, atter enuy,rage,after brutiſh furyes, after op- 
preflions of 1ayecyncy , after the death-of neyghbours, 
after faithleſſnes of friends, after diſgrace, after thun- 
ders ſhot from the Capitoll;when you behold a hart fir- 
mely fixed 1n a fayre ſcituation , which enfoldeth it 
ſelfe, within it {-ife , and ſuckethin , the taſtfull ſweet - 
neſ[zs of a good conſcience ;. then behold a Thunder- 
ſtone, which gladdeth Angells, and dazeleth eyes fea- 
refull of his ightning flaſhes. Conclude then vpon this 
whole diſcourſe, that Greatnefle 1s the very clement of 
reat Vertue ; and if you-yet hereof doubr, Tearne the | 
ame from the authoriry of, God,, wha hath iudged 
greatneſſeſo neceflary an obied for vertue,that he hath 
conducted all his greateſt ſeruants to perfe&on, if not 
by the enioying 2 greatneſle, at the leaſt, by the con- 
rempt.thereof; & neuer had they beene fo great,if ſtrug- 
ling with greatneſſe, they had nat fcorned to be great. 
Our Sauiour,to ſhew he. was the example of perfection, 
would appeare great in refuſing a-world , which Sathan 
had ( as 1t were.) vatglded betore.his feete He Mou 
Ce Leh EO 
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the yertue of the greateſt of all men , ſhould appeare it 
the refuſall of the greateſt of all titles, when $. 1012 Bap- 
7;# denyed the name of Meſſias. He ſhewed the great- 
neſſe of his faithfull feruant Moyſes,in the contempt of 
Pharao's Kingdome. He gaue Neros court to S. Peter, 
and S. Panl, as the Amphitheatre of theyr glory . He 
likewiſe many times hath drawne Hermts from the 
moſt vnfrequented deſerts, to make them manage great 
matters, in the Cataſtrophe of theyr lives , in the palia- 
ces of princes;ſo neceſſary itis to haue todo with great- 
neſſe,to at ſome thing important.If God hath transfer- 
red to Court, (as it were on the wings of impetuors 
windes } thoſe that were , by birth, and profeſſion alie- 
nated, to worke wonders there : what Theatre( O yee 
Noblemen) expe& you more ſutable, then this ſame , to 
place vertue in her fayreſt ſeate? Or what obligation, 
can you haue more ſtrialy binding to perfection, then 
your (clues ? 


Ou ————————— 
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T was a thing very ſtraunge , amongſt the 
bY 5 >, 6 angry Egypt ( ever bent to re- 
b) 


> | the ſpurre, the more deeply to wound it 
| ſelfe ) was chaſtiſed by the angry hand of 
God, to behold Nj/u; thatgreat, and goodly river who- 
ty become bloudy: But yet more marueylous to fee;that 
from one, and theſameriner, the Egiptias drew bloud, 
and the Iſraclites a lively and Cry/Zalizne ſtreame. Thar, 
ordinarily is ſeene m-the liues & every & bad rich men, 
The bad draw into theyr ſtorechouſes/ gold , and filoer; 


they 


; 
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they heape one vpon another, by rapines , & violence, 
as 1naTiuer,conliſting of the veynes, and bloud of the 
oore. The good, 1n c honeſt abilityes, which heaue 
Os graciouſly giuen them, find pure water , which 
they ſuffer to diſtill, for the publick good , as thorough 
the conduit of theyr liberalityes . Ss 
All that,which the holy Writ, and eloquent tongues 
of the Fathers thunder out, repleniſhed with threates, 
horror, and maledi&ion azainſt riches , is not vnder- 
ſtood, but of thoſe whereof the vices of men, & not the 
Condition of the things, hath made the vſe damnable. - 
Such riches, aredece vefull ſhaddowes, which couer an 
apparant good, ynder an yndoubted cuill ; they are 
hands , that take theyr maiſter by the thtote; they are 
poinyards , with a golden haft , who delight the eyes, 
with vayne ſeemings, and pierce the hart with morrtall . 
wounds; they are precipices furniſhed with pretious ie- 
wells,ſuch as Helogabalus deſyred toilluſtrate his death 
with; they are heights, which are not meaſured, but by 
theyr falles; they are deadly poyſons ſteepedin a golden 
Cupp.For this cauſe Euſebins Emiſſenus fayd:_An tu hunc Homil de 
potentem,&s falicem vocas, qui in ſuam mortem fortis eff? Cui S Epiphba. 
prouentuum fallax umbra prafentium , aternorum congregat 
cauſas malorum ? Quis beatam dixerit validamin ſuil ineulum 
dexteram? Quis laudet velocem ad ardua precipicia fiſt innn- 
tem? Quis eins miretur aſcenſum, quem de ſummo proſpicit eſſe” 
caſurum? As illum felicem vocas, qui gemmato,atque aurato 
fſibi poculo venena miſcet? Poore man, who admirelt thoſe, 
that are on the top of the wheele, of the fauours and 
riches of the world , whereunto they haue aſcended by 
iniquity, are maintayned by violence, and cannot def- 
cend but by headlong ruine? How blind are you to haue 
thoughts fo ynmanly , and ynworthy of a Chriftian ? 
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F.ſteemeyou a frantique man to be ſtout, & couragious, 
who ſtabbes himſelfe, with a poinyard?fay you, he hath 
a braue ſteddy hand, who. hics his owne hart right with. 
a daggers point? Say you, that man 15 happy , who hol- 
deth the wk, goodin his handes, to produce to 
himleife an eternity of euill ? Who hath ener ſayd, he 
who nimbly mounteth on a rocke to precipitate him- 
folfe,was an able man?Who hath ſayd,ſfeing him on the 
ſteepy clyffes top ready to. fall, this man 1s happy, al the 
world hathaneye vpo him ? Who hath ſaid of him, that 
hath a golden cupin his hand , filled with poiſon , this 
man is fortunate to drinke in fo: rich a goblet? And 
you yctdaily ſay the fame , when you behold a man. in 
the iniquity of ill gotten goods, couetous, yngratefull, 
diſloyall, perfidious to God, and men; you thinke him 


happy , andſce not, that he twiſteſt bis owne rune ,1n 


threeds of gold, and filuer ? | 

Such +. 8 are dinable. Itis true . But who makes 
them damnable ? The peruerſe difpoſitio of men. Take 
away vice, which1s.not of the eſſence of riches , yow 
will ind,they are a great prop to vertue, & a powerfull 
motiue to perfe&ion, for thole that poſleſle = It is 
to you, Noblemen, to. whome S2/7t Hierome addreſleth 
this worthy ſaying: Veitri gener e#, & habere , & caleare 
diuitias.To.you it appertayneth,to haueriches, totread 
them vnder your feere,and not cary them on your heads 
the more they are vnder you, the more they rayſe you, 
the more they eleuate you to.perfetion. The reaſons. are 
manifeſt , & pertinent. Firſt 1t is a matter very. difficult 
to preſerue a great vertue, in a great pouerty,it being gi- 
uen bur to very, few ſoules, yea, and to thoſe of the beſt 
temper. The poorer fort ordinarily, haue. ſo much em- 
ployment to thanke.hoyy, to lye, that ligle wang 
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neth for them ro thinke, how to live well . The belly 
that hath no bread, hath noeares ; and precepts of wil- 
dome are found very ſhort, & inſufficient among people 
perplexed , and ouerwhelmed with want. A Father of a 
hy, who bcholdeth pouerty in his houſe, beſides a 
multitude of children ranked like 0rga-pipes, whom he 
muſt cloth, feed, and prouide for ; who ſeeth Creditors 
attendipg on him, at theyr day ; Strndnts dogging him; 
Proceſſes that affh& him; Cattle'that caſually dye on the 
one fide; his houfe yttecly to finke on the other fide; his 
debts not payable but with hanquerouting, and rents to 
fayle him at a need, hath full inough to do/to-caſtryme 
(as the prouerbe ſayth) behind his batk Neceſlity many 
tymes 15 the mother of yice,xnd when one hath no'more 
ow he 15 1n daunger todo, that which is not good. 
chold why the Wiſe man #sked 6f God, if not great 


riches, at thelcaſt exemprion'from' pouerty.'Aexici- Pronyo.3 * | 


tatem,e+ dinitias ne deders mihs ; tribue tantum vittht inito 
weceſſaria 7 neceſritate compnlſm furer , & periurem nemcn 
Dei met . 

You,;who hate, beit great,or ttidifferent meanes,you 
are not brought into this petrury , if you call got that 
a penury, when you cannot promde for-concupiſcence, 
an enraged beaſt, all it deſyreth; you ſee in your houfe'a 
ſettled hats , farre diſtant from the multinide of dif. 
contents, vnder whichfo many'mortall men'togroane; 
oughe not this to ſerne you for ſome ſmall motiue ts 
perfeQion ? See you not m Geneſis, how God, willing to 
traine Adam ina contemplatiue Life , cauſed him to 

Love ,Iitable , bed,and eloth 


Hind at his firſt comming; 


layd. Ifit had then behooued him; to take paynes',to 
gethis dinner, if he muſt needs haue brilded himfelfe a 
Fouſe, as litle birdsdo theyr neafts , then had he had 
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payne,and care;but to the end he ſhould haue full liber- 
ty for his Maiſters affayres, God tooke all obſtacles frs 
him, that he might haue no cauſe to accuſe any man, in 
his miſerable misfortune, but his owne ingratitude. 

O you Nobleme, God vſeth you, as Adam in terreſtrial 
Paradiſe, he ſuffereth you toeate the corne at eaſe., 
which others haue ſowel , and the wine which others 
preſſed; he cauſeth your meate to come to your Tables, 
as af it were borne by cectayne inuiſible engines ; he 
holdeth the elements, creatures, and m2n 1n breath, not 
only to ſupply your neceflityes , but your well-beſee- 
mingaccomodation: And can you then thinke he re- 
quireth a thing ynreaſonable of you , if giuing you all 
thinges aboue other men,he would haue you vertuous, 
as other men ? 

Secondly , I ſay; Poore men /admit the caſe) they 
| benotfo preſſed with painfull neceflityes of life, & that 
tyme paſſeth with them a little more ſweetly , they 


 might(perhaps )deafly attend deuotionin the filence of 
a little family : but their yertueis not ſtrong —_— in 


the wing, totakealong , and diſtant flight, nor haue 
they arme 1nough, to vndertake great enterpriſes. Their 
little authority, maketh their words, not to haue much 
weight, northeir ations (how laudable ſoeuer ) tobe 
of power to draw others, to imitate them. Beſides rich 
men ſomtymes haue ſome auerſion to do well, for feare 
they ſhould haue vertue common with the poore, from 
whome they would (if it were poflible ) be ſeparated, e- 
uenin elements. | 
; Oathecontrary part, the noble, & rich,are power: 
fall coauthorize good workes . Ileaue you to thinke, if 
many , not through malice, but by che ſeruils ſlauery of 
Fomplacence, do prayle euen their vices, and imperfe- 
ions , what will they do' with their Vertues? For ” 
mu 
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muſt not ſuppoſe,/as ſayth the Wiſemi )that ths ſtate of 
Hell is wholy eſtabliſhed vpon earth, and good conſ- 
cience eternally baniſh:d:many are vitious more by the 
infirmity of ſpirit, as not being able to reſiſt the tyran- 
 nyof opinton and cuſtome, then by profeſſion of vice. 
| Ifithappen, rich men to aduance the ſtandard of piety, 
all the world rangeth themſelues vnder their banner , 
ſome becauſe they were willing,and not daring to do its 
others though ynwilling , yet drawne a long, with a 
ſwindge of ſuperiority, which they would not contra- 
dit. This is an argument, I will heerafter deduce more 
atlarge , when I thall ſpeake of Example. And from 
hence ( Oyou Rich men) wwdge, if God giuing you ſuch 
aliberty, and reputation to 4 well, you makeill vie 
thereof, what negle&t you fall into, when you imploy 
your authority to rayle vicea ſtrong hand, and pur ver- 
tue indiſeitimation. Anciently Pearles were called 
Vihers, becauſe they made way for Ladyes , who were 
attyred with them. Rightly may your Riches beare 
the like Name , euery where they are obeyed, euery 
where they make place: it is good reafon , if all the 
world ferue them "a vſhers, they do the ſame office for 
tety , without which all their goodly luſtre , would be 
_ vniuſt pillage . Then, ſhould they porently raygne, 
when they hd reſtored yertue to her throne . Briefly to 
conclude witha thicd , and ( in my opinion) the moſt 
formall reaſon, which euidently declareth , how riches 
areabſoluteobligations vnto you of perfet16, it 1s that 
God ſeemeth to —_ enchaſed all Chriſtian perfea1- 
on, in Charity, which is exerciſed towardes our neigh- 


bour , Datc eleemoſynam, & ecce omnia munda ſunt vobis : Lucetn4ts 


Giue almes,, and behold your felues wholy pure. This 
practice of giuingalmes , 15 ſo excellent, that God hath 
G EB 2 choſen 
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Choſen noother for himſelfe . His natureis to gine, & 
Syweſ. nE- to do good, as thatof fire to heate, and of the Sunne to 
Ll illuminate, ſayth the eloquent Syne/ims. And to ſpeake 

ynto you the richeſt word , which euer came out of the 
. 4; rg mk ofa Paymine ,-Dews e# mortali bene facts, morta- 
oh of lem, &+ hac ad aternam Gloriam via« . 

Itis Pliny, who after he had well wandered through 
al ſees of Philoſophers, deſcribing the eſſence of God, 
pronounceth this goodly ſentence : That the greateſt 
divinity is to ſee a mortall man oblige lus like, and that 
its the ſhorteſt way to arriue ateternall glory . We alſo 
ſeein the Canticles, the hands of the Spouſe,compared 
to golden globes , which in them hold theſea encloſed, 
Mans einselobi aurci , pleni Mari , where our tran{lati- 
on beareth, Manu eiw tornatiles aurea, plene Hyatinthis. 
Theſe hands are of gold ; to denoteto vs the munih- 
cence of God by this —_ of Charity;his hands are 
globes made round , there is nothing rugged, claimmy, 
or bowed, but they. are ſmoth, neate, polite, to powre, 
without ſtay,good turnes vpon men, they aliwayes em:- 

ty themſelnes, and are allwayes 'repleniſhed ; for they 
are filled with a ſea of liberality , which 'neuer will be 
exhauſted.God then hauing bounty ſo naturall, and in- 
trinſecallin him, will needs ſec it ſhine in his ſeruants, 
and therein eſtabliſheth ſaluation , and perfection. 
Which admitted , whoſeeth not ( O you Rich Men ) 
you haue a particular obligation aboue all others, fince 
God hath ele&ed you to be the ſtewards of his go00ds, 
the meſſengers of his fauours, and the conduit of his 11- 
berality . Religious men , who haue giuen the:tree , and 
the frutte all at once, haue nothing more to giue. The 
indifferently richare ordinarily full of appetites , and 
produce noeffecs . | | 


Cant 5, 


You 
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Motine IV. [ Riches . * | 

You haue power in your handes to diſcharge the du- 
tyes of all the world; you haue met with the ING 
ſtone; you hauethe bookes of a heauenly « Mchimy in 
your coffers; you hauea golden rod, which can tarns 
the durty pelfe of I2d;ainto celeſtiall ſubſtance. Conſi- 
der, what greater tyes of duty can you haue, what more 
prefling neceflity to be perfe&, then to haue the inſtru. 
ment of perfeX1on 1n your full power. Perſwade your 
ſelfe nolonger , that riches are impediments of glory, 
and ſaluation this vnhappineſſe proceedeth not, but 
from corruption, and ill cuſtomezif you take them ona 
falls Pres phy are of lead, to drench,and drowne youz 
if oa good, they are fethers, to beare, and lifte you to 
heauen. Prophane Story maketh mention ; of one Seſo- 
#tris King of Egipt, who triumpharly rode in a chariot 
drawneby Kings,ſo was he ſwolne with'the ſucceſſe of 
his profperityes - It was to take the way of Hell in the 
chariot of pryde, ſo to truumph; bur you may in the 
chariot of Charity, all glittering with gold, and filuer , 
harneſſed out with-poore men, ech perſon whereof re- 
preſenterhthe ſoueraigne King( who rayſeth all unpe- 
riall{cepters) take the right way of paradife , and Sis 
by the meanes of riches. Then1udge, whether they lead 
to true felicity, or no.S! za terrena diligitts,ut ſubiela di- 


wp PEE ji . Avg. is 
lizite , wi famnlantiadiligite, vt muncra amici , vt beneficia as 


domini,vut arrham ſponſj. If you loue theſe terrene things, 


you do well ; Loue them boldly, as the obieds of your 


glory,as theinſtruments of your ſaluation, as a-guift-of 
yourfriend, as a'benefit from-your Maiſter , as theear- 
neſt-peny of your: Spoule, as the pledge of your prede» 


tiOn. 
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 eMotimeT. Perfetions of the Body. 


\T is a lamentable miſery to behold, how 
$ ſinne hath ſo peruerted the nature of things, 
I that it not onely gwethill, ynder the appa- 
JL, rance of good, but alſo ſometymes , euill ef- 
fe&s to that which 15 good. Behold for as muchas con- 
cerneth the perfe&tions of the Body , ( not ſpeaking 
here of heath , or ſtrength, wherwith the Great ones 
arenot allwayes chiefly endowed ) beauty , grace, or 
garbe, which ſceme to be more con-naturall to them, 
1tis ſo cryed downe by the corruption of manners, that 
one knoweth not what apt place to giue it, eyther a- 
4. x5, d Ci- Mong things cood , or euill. Szint Augnitine lpeaketh 
Kit,c.ree with indifterency in theſe rermes,Pulchriindo corpors bo- 
num Dei donum, ſed p__ etiam id lzrgitur mals, ne ma- 
gnum bonum videatur honis : Not onely the writings of 
Saints, the moſt religious, and auſtere, haue made great 
inueciunes againſt beauty ,but euen thoſe, who at other 
tymes haue with paſſion prayſed it , condemned it, as 

ſoone as they became wile. 
1 dere. Perrarch that worthy ſpirit, after he had adored a hu- 
med.dial,z* Mane beauty ,doth ſodainly caſt downe the aulters ther- 
; of vnder his feete, and diſauoweth in ripe age, that 
which fooliſh youth had made him too vehemently c5- 
mend. For what ſayth he not,in his booke of the vanity 
of the world , which he entitleth the Remedyes of For- 
rune? Habes hojtem tuum domi , deletlabilem , & blandum: 
habes raptorent quietis , tortorem, perpetuum. Habes imate- 
rigmlaborts vberrimam , diſcriminuns cauſam, fomentum libj- 
FO "= 
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dinum,nec minorem judrendi odij, quam amoris aditam. H1- 
bes laquenm pedibus, velum ocu!lts, alis viſenm, ſuperficie tenns 
fulget decor, multa fedag, tegens, ct horrenda, lenifsima cu- 
tis obtentu, ſenſibus blanditur, & illudit . 

You which eftablith your glory, it the beauty of the 
body, know, you haue an enimy vnder your rooffe; and 
which is worſe, a flattering , & with-celig hr-tempting 
enemy. You harbour a thiefe, who ſtealech your repote, 
and tyme, two the moſt prerious things of the world. 
You lodge an executioner , whoallwayes will hold you 
to the rack, & torture. You entertaine a ſubieR of toyle, 
and affliction, a motiue of warfare and contention; an 
incendiary of ſenſuall appetite, which is no lefſe capable 
of hatred , th:nloue. This deceytfull beauty putteth a 
ſnare on your feete , a veyle ouer your eyes, & birdlime 
on your winges. It 1s aſuperficiall grace, which coue- 
reth with the ſmoth delicacy of the skin , loathſome & 
horrible ſtenches ; ſo with her poyſon charming the 
drunken Senſes. 

Another ſayth, it is the Nurſe of lone, the ſpurre of 
finne, and that vertne lodged with beauty,hath alwayes 
a ſlippery foote , as being in the houſe of a daungerous 
hoſteſſe. Saint Chryſofome in a Homely , which he made 
ypon the vayne beauty of Women, hath delicate obſer- 
uations , not being able ſufficiently ro admire the ſor- 
ttihnefſe of thoſe cold-Rarued A moriſts, who haſten to 
roaſt themifelues in the aſhes:/ Kory inxaierer & rH@es: Not- 
withſtanding all theſe ſayings of wiſe men, we muſt af- 
firme, that beauty,and gracefull comelyneſſe of body is 
2 great guift of God, able todo infinite good , when ſhe 
once holdeth correſporidence with ftncere vertue: and - 
therefore ſhe rather oughtto be eſteemed among the 
motiues of well doing, the theinftruments of caiſchiefs, 
Fr F 3 PE it be- 
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it being ynreaſonable ro condemne , a benefit of God 
theCreator,for the abuſe of men,fince no man blameth 
the candle that clearely burneth in the houſe, though 
butter flyes findge theyr winges init. 

For proofe wherof, I will produce three reaſons on- 
ly, which ſeeme to me forcible inough, to conuince the 
vnderſtanding of wiſemen, and euidently declare tg 
them, and thoſe that areendowed with corporall beau- 
ty, theiniury they do to God , when they abuſe the be- 
auty of the body , tothe hinderance of the ſoule , and 
dragge the guifts of God along in the duſt. Firſt 1t 15 vn- 
doubted, that to attribute the worke of corporall beau- 
ty, toany other 077/27za/l, then that of the wiſdome and 
goodnes of God, were toApoHatize from Chriſtianity, 
and to ranke himſelfe among the 'UManicheans . God 
neceſſarily approueth beauty , ſince he himſelfe is the 

Authour therof. He hached it in his boſome,as light in 

the Eaſt, and diſtributiuely ſowed it, vpon all the crea- 

tures of the earth, as the rayes of a bright day. Man hath 
beene from the beginning, the beſt prouided for , lince 

God hath made him [as 1t were) a Scutcheon , whereon 

he hath pourtrayted all the tytles , of the moſt excellent 

beautyes of the world. 0ri2es ſayth, heis fayre,as the fir- 
mament, which we {ee enameled with ſo many ſtarres, 


In verba, : | 
Phodeicg that oy ſhine, as torches lightned before the 


4 my «- Altar of the Omniporeat. S.Chryſotome , that the An- 
_ gells are the morning ſtarres , wherof mention 15 made. 
Chriſeſtvin 11 Tob , who inceſſantly prayſe God ,and men are ths E- 
Gen. yening ſtarres, faſhioned by the hand of God with the 
Job.38. (ame beauty in proportion,to do the ſame office. And S, 
_Amvroſe , that God the Creatour , for a fingular teſti- 

guy. S }f loue hath d he ſame gracef 
Gige. bum £20Ny of loue hath graunted to man, the ſame gracefull 
goudr, habilimznts,with which himſelfe is garmiſhed,al which 
are 
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are nothing but beauty : Que maior dignitas, quam ijſadem 
hominem veitibus indut,quibus ipſemet Dominusziuxtaillud : + 
Dominus reznanit, decorem indutus eft . | 


Behold, whether this be not highly to rayſe the me- 7,4 excelt; 
rit of beauty? I add heereunto alſo,two conſiderations hom. 


very pertinent , which Fauorinus hath iudiciouſly ob- 
ſerued, in the booke he compoſed of the excellency of - 
man :that 1s, the Creator, who hath gwen beauty to 
mann proportion, hath by theſame meane impreſſed 
in his hart,a loue ſo tender , that every well-vnderſtan- 
ding man, would rather deſyre to be reduced to nothing 
( an eſtate, which ſome haueleſſe accounted of, then 
that of the damned )then to be tranſlated, according to 
the imaginations of Pythagoras, into the forme, and fi- 
ure of fome vgly, & monſtruous beaſt. The other rea- 
Pa is ; that the wiſeſt Nations ( as he obſerueth- ) dete- 
ſting the beaſtlyneſſe of thoſe, who haue clothed the 
Diuinity in ſhapes of beaſts, haue made expreſle decrees, 
forbidding all painters,grauers , and Image-makers to 
repreſznt God 1n any other figure, then of man. And 
the reaſon they gue 1s very admirable: for you would 
ſay if you heard them, they had already ſome knowledg 
of this greatalliance,which ſhould be made betweene 
the diuine , and humane Nature, ©» « giamze,oidi $- 
Avp1ey, #A2.4 DrAdr9geroy 017% , Tois NaP5pgrnds ay a Yor; iNiae aureirms? 
that God was nota louer of horſes, or birdes , but a 
rruelouer of men, and that he was much pleaſed to be 
conuerſant with thoſe, who were moſt vertuous , & ca- 
pable of his preſence. Ponder with your felfe , if this 
beauty, which God from the infancy of the world hath 
ſo carefully lodged in man , ought not to be eſteemed 
an important thing,and a ſtrong motiue of Vertue?., 
For the ſecondreaſon I ſay, that God making vſe of 
os WE YET > it 1 
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itin good occaſions, it isan infallible marke he approe 
ueth the nature thereof, for neuer doth he purpoſely vie 
things vnlawfull, to make the greatneſlſe of his coun- 
cels,and workes ſucceed. Now it appeareth , that he of- 
ten times hath choſen beauty, as an inſtrument of his 
wonders, alightning flaſh of his power , a bright rorch 
of his vitoryes. As when he was purpoſed to ſtay the 
violent ſtreame of Holofernes armes , he could withan 
Omnipotent hand haue touched therocks , and made 
men to raſh out in armed equipage; yct notwithſtan- 
ding without ſtretching his hand to any other miracle, 
herayſed the beauty of a widow ,to triumph ouer the 
flourithing legions of the prime Monarch of the world, 
and himſelfe added, a certayne ayre, or gracious garbe 
of attratiue parts 1n Iudzith , to ſurprize this barbarous 
commaunder,drunke with loue, and wine, in theſnare 
Tudith 10, of her eyes. Dominus hanc in illam pulchritudinem amplia- 
** wit , vt incomparabili decore , omnium oculrs appareret. He 
"17 fought with the ſelfe ſame engine, with the ſame ar- 
mes againſt the proud , and infolent _ Aman ; and then 
when he was ready to commaund the throates of inft- 
nite numbers to be cut, as ſheep marked for the {laugh- 
ter, God puta frayle beauty into his head , which made 
him leape from the height of Fortunes wheele , to the 
ſtrangeſt calamity that may be umagined , and changing 
in an inſtant King Aſſuerw froma Lyonintoa Lambe, 
confirmed the Gaby, and [1berty of her people. Would 
you haue greater proofes, of the eftimation, which God 
maketh of beauty wedded to vertue, then his affordin 


itlo _— triumphes? The ſonne of God, hath he not 
conſecrated the ſame in his owne moſt illuſtrious per- 
ſon,and 1n rhat of his moſt holy Mother;whom auncicr 
tradition , toyned with the interpretations. of the Ea- 
| | , thers, 
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thers,vpon the Textes of Scripture; ſhew to haue beene 
endowed with an admirable grace, and ſingular beau- 
ty to ſeruecuen as an Adananxt to captiuate hartes, and 
ſweetly raunge them vnder the yoke of the Ghoſpell? 1 
am not ignorant, that Clemens Alexandrinus ſuppoſed 
our $4ujour was willing , purpoſely to depriue hitniclfe 
of corporall beauty , as fromthe poſſeflion of riches , 
ſearching out 1n all thinges the greateſt lowlineſle; but 
in this propoſition he hath grounded himſelfe vpon a 
paſlage of the Prophet Eſay , which deſcribing the Sani- 
our of the world 1n the day of his paſſion ,ſayth: Yidinns 
em ,C+ nonerat aſpettue : w2 haue ſeene him, and he 
had neyther fauour, nor beauty. This foundation is rui= 
nous,and this _4uthor doth no otherwiſe, then a pain- 
ter, who to repreſent the Moone in her proper nature, 
ſhould delineate her in her Eclipſe. 

Other Authors, grounding on this paſſage of the 
P[alm.44- ſpecioſus forma pre filijs hominum, aſſure ys,our 
Sauionr hath expreflely ſeleaed for himſelfeanexcellet 
beauty of body , and a ſupreme grace of ſpeach. Njce- 
phorus relateth certaine lineaments of his ſtature, colour 
and proportion of his members , which he drew outof 
— all parts louely and ſpecious: and S. Epi- 
phanins,tpeaking of the beauty of the Bleſſed Virgin her 
{clfe, ſayth ſhe was Maieſty it ſelfe,ouri Gro, Judge, 
and behold, if God voluntarily deſpoyling himſelfe of 
honours, riches, and greatnefſe of the world , to giue vs 
an exampleof humility, would notwithſtandingfan&ti- 
fy beauty in himſelfe, and his Mother;whar value you 
—_ to ſet vpon this heauenly guift , and whether it 
belawfull for you to prophane it with ordure ? 


Moreouer I affirme, thatthe Creatour hath not on- 


ly cheriſhed beauty , bur hath likewiſe held ins account 
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the inſtruments employed to the ſeruice therof. It is a 
wonder, that in Exodus, he commaunded: cMoyſes to 
make a brazen baſon, with a foote to beare it, for the 
waſhing of the Prieſts , and to furniſh , and adorne it 
with mirrours of women, who kept{as it were) Centi- 
nell before the gate of the Tabernacle : Fecit labrum 
eneumcum baſiſua,de ſpecults mulierum,que excubabant ante 
oftium Tabernaculi. To what purpoſe was it to faſten 
Zeph.Cy- theſe mirrours in a holy place, to this ſacred veſſell? 


' 1i-« deſpir. Theodore, $-Cyrill,and Procopius oblerue , that the Egip- 


verite b, ©. h nit” 
ſh Procop, tians went to the ſacrifices of 7/;s,clothed with a linnen 


& Exod. garment holding a (cepter in owne hand,and alooking 
glaſſein the other , and that the Hebrew-women after- 
ward apeared in the deſartin the ſame maner. But God, 
who would ſhew the {poyles of Egipt were reſerued for 
his greatneſſe, cauſed rhe to lay aide theſe mirrours, to 
conlecrate the vie of them in his owne Tabernacle. The 
Hebrew Interpreters, yield another reaſon, to wit , that 
the Iſraelites ſeing themſelues to languiſh in Egipt in 
the fetters of a painfull bondage, had reſolued to ab- 
ſtayne from the att of Mariage, that they might get no 
children, toinherit theyr miſery . But God who inten- 
ded another web,differet fro that , which the thoughts 
of men were weauing,ſtirred the women, who tricked, 

 & adorned themſelues ſo well with theſe Egiptian loo- 
king glaſſes, that they enkindled the Chaſt -loues of 

Re Fochanda, buryed ynder the aſhes of their ſerui- 

tude, to produce a poſterity , by helps whereof the Na- 

tions of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. And this a&ion of 
the women ſo pleaſed Allmighty God, that he after- 
ward cauſed theſe mirrours to be placed in his Taberna- 
cle, which they had vſed, to grace chis beauty , that had 
beene the cauſe of ſo much good. Itthen being ſo; ſee 
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you not, God hath made himſelfe a fauourer,and a pro-. 
tetor of corporall beauty; who then dare to condemne 
it? In the third place I add , this Commaunde, which 
beauty excerciſeth ouer hartes, is not a thing dew to 
humane forces, tothe end that nature become not am- 
bitiouſly proud;it is God, who { as it were) imprinteth 
with his finger ypon the forheads of men, & Sr 
of Great ones,the beames of grace, and maieſty,to make 
them more reuerenced of the people; which he doth to 
excellent purpoſe; but the Creature ſiniſterly abuſeth. 
the guifts of the Creatour . 

Maximus Tyrins layth , that a fayrefſoule ina fayre 
body, 15 as a river , that windingly creepeth with many 
wauy -turnings within theenamell of a beautyful mea- 
dow » T0T&jc05 xdAkggs Arpeart imippiey , and rauiſheth the 
whole world with the admiration of it's excellency. A. 
braue 0rator, in a Paxegyrique he made of Conſtantine, 
who was on of the goodlyeſt princes of the carth,ſayth, 
that Nature was ſent by God, as a gallant Harbinger, to. 
compole a body for him,ſutcable to his great ſpirit, as a 
ſtately houſe to haue a beautyfull Lady 1n 1t; and that 
onely this exterior forme made him to be loued , and 


eſteemed of all the world,no leſſe then a God deſcended 


from heaucn « 

| Tecun milites videat admirantur, es diligunt; ſequuntur 
orults, enimo teucnt , Deo ſe obſequi putant , cuius tam pulchra 
formaeſt, quam certa dininitas. Which is alſo much more 
aJmirable in the otherſexe. How many Monarchs,after 
they had with horror terrifyed the world , haue becne 
ſeene to become tributaryes toa mortall beauty , cap- 
tzues to theyr ſlaues? and how many to buy out theyr 
bondage, have yeilded at the feete of hilly women, to do 
{cruices, and commir follyes yaworthy to be remem - 


bred. 
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bred on paper. Berſabee? was neyther alyon,a Goljah, nor 
2 Sarl,yer notwithſtanding with a glaunce of an eye,ſhe 
powerfully quelled him, who tore Lyons, trampled Go- 
[ah wnder feete, and rehiſted all the armes , power , and 
tegions of Saul. 

The Philiitines , found not cordes ftrong inough to 
bind robuſtious Sampſon in; yet Dalila allready had cap- 
tived, and faſt tyed him, with one hayre of her head. 
Salomon had a hart, as deepe as the ſea, yet women 
found the bottome of it. It is a wonder, what Pithagori- 
call tranſanimations this beauty of body maketh, which 
cauſeth ir to be acknowledged &eſteemed every where, 
a true tyranny without an executioner, as Carmeads 
callethit, 

Doubtlefſe the impoſtures, the ſiniſter intentions, 
the vnchaſt loues, the abuſes, which are afhxed to beau- 
ty proceed from the ſlerghts of Sazhan,and the depraued 
will of man: but the iuijire, and commaunding power 
thereof ,1s the reall guitt of God, which operaterh that, 
in humane bodyes, the Sunne doth in : an clowds, to 
forme a Ratzbov in the heauens. Ladyes , thinke hee- 
reon,you, to whom God hath imparted this grace, this 
delicate compoſition of body, whether it be nota great 
motiue to you, to ſerue him well, and to imploy it who- 
ly to this glory. You ſhall be accountable for your beau- 
ty in the Iudgment of the omniporent, euen to the leaſt 
hayre of your head , if you harbor an ill hoſteſſe in this 
goodly manſion, which God hath builded for his fer- 
uice , a wicked foule, an vnchaſt ſoule ; if you make 
glorious vaunts of borowed coyne,of a fading flower, 
the i am wherof Time, Age, Sicknes, and Death will 
diurde betweene them : If you diſplay a ſcandalous na+ 
kedneſſe,to kindle the fewell of luſtfull affe&ion; If you 

: ſeeks 


be 
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your looking glafles,and takeſo much payne gaudily to 
dreſſe,and attyre your ſelues, for a meere vanity, which 

ou turne into an abſolute profeſſion , you ſhall be the 
markes of the wrath, and vengeance of God. 


NOUNnCce 


of the ſun; and itſhall be ſayd: Behold the bones of 
them, who heretofore haue boaſted the frayle beauty, 
of a litle white skinne ſpred ouer theſe corrupt impuri- 
tyes! Wormes and ſerpents now triumpth thereon, as 


in a towne taken by force; the bodyes are a prey of pu- 


trefation, and the ſoules haue hell for theyr tombe. O 
what x Cateffyophe is this? Preſerue your beauty for God, 
men loue it,as the hunters the fleſh of the bore, but God 
cheriſhethit,as his Temple. Handle the matter fo,that all 
the extent of the reputation, and power thereof, may be 


limitted to theſeruice of its Creator ; it ihall have com- 
maund ſufficienc, if it obey him that created it. A good 


Author relateth, that a ſtrog towne debauihed, was here=- 


tofore reformed by the beauty of women, who ſeriouſly 
addicting themſelues to vertue,, neuer beheld any of all 


thoſe with a good will who required them by the way 


of lawfull mariage , who had nat firſt ranged themſel- 
ues 1n the liſtes of devetions ind piety. This was an effe= 
uall meanes toextirpate viee,and glorioully aduance 
the ſtandarrt of perfeis;in ſuch ſort, thatin ſhort tyme 


the face of the Citty was ſeene to be chaunged. Practiſe 


the ſame, and God will bleſle your beautyes, when they 
ſhall offer all theyr homage to his CAHwultars.” : 
G bs F'1. ng 


oo 
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ſecke the courtſhip,and vnlawfull loue of men, witha 
guift, which is not yours: If you ſo often conſult with 


This great Iuſticier, will \uffer this maledicion pro-- 

F by the Prophets, to fall vpon you ;That your 
carcaſſes ſhall oneday be drawne out of theyr tombes, 
ſhall be ſhewed to theeyes of heauen, and to the rayes 
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FI. Motiae: The Spirit, or Soule. 


H & beauty of the body , compared to that 
) of the ſoule, is butas a candle in compariſon 
of the ſunne.All the greatneſſe,Empyre, and 
5)= Signory of SP only flow from the ex- 
cellency of the ſoule , as a ſtreaming-brooke from the 
fountayne head. If the body be a fayre ſhell , theſaule1s 
the pearle, if the body be « bs lanterne, . the ſoule, 1s. the 
light;if the body (as Saint Ambroſe layth ) be the trum- 
phant chariot of the peaccable Salomon, the ſoule 1s the 
Ducene, which ficteth thereon , to guide , and gouerne 
it: [f the body be,as the greene moſle of ſame ſea-nergh 
bouring rocke, the ſoule 1s the diamant;, which _— 
hidethair's luſtre. | 
Itis the well beloued of God, which is fallen from his 
mouth into this mortall: priſon; It 15.1t,, which aduanta- 
e-oully 15s, marked with bs ſtampe, andImage; It. 15 .1t, 
which beareth the rayes,the exterior lineaments of this 
great Maieſty;It 15 1t, on which the Creator hath diſten- 
ded his royall purple, asis ſayd in the prophet Ezechicl: 
Expandi amitilum meun ſuper te: And this Royall garmet, 
15 no other , then a collection of all the perfetions of 
creatures, contracted n the ſoul. of man., as the figure 
of the world would be, in the circumference of a Ring, 
And as heretofore CAaron the high pricit of the old law, 
bare vpon his robe , the whole world embrodered , and 
he1ghrned in Goldſmiths warke; in.the ſame.manner 
our Soule, beareth in 1t's liveryes,, all created excellen- 
Eyes, which are moſt lively repreſgntations. of the perfe- 
Rion 
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ion of the Creator. The ſeauenty Interfreters in the 
forealleaged place of the attyring of the ſoule, calledir 
by the ward Tg/z«=r9, which is very obſcure;our tran- 
ſation ſoundeth it, a thin, and ſlender garment : Induite 
ſubtilibus. Origen deriueth it from the Greeke word Veiys 
which Goniferk the hayre(as1t were )ſ{aying; that this 
habit of the ſoule ,1s an attyre, wouen with moſt fine 
 hayre,and ſo ſubtile, that the moſt ſtrong , and ſharpe. 
_ ned fights cannot penetrate the contexture . ; 
Fayth teach vs, it is a ſubſtance , which is notſub< 
ſtance of elements, nor ſubſtance of God, bur a ſubſtice 
created of nothing by the word of God, reaſonable,in- 
telle&uall ,ſpirituall, alwayes ative, alwayes linely, fo 
capable, that nothing,but God can —_— it. He that 
will know more, then theeternall wiſdome hath reuca- 
led,and will not belicue it immortall for his glory, ſhall 


feelg it immortall by the eternity of paniſhmenrs, ſayth ſug»f.de 
Saint CAuguitine . Si credit , remortalis eft ad 'vitam, ft non = Ls 


Credit, immortal e#t ad penam. | | 

| It is not my preſent purpoſe to _ neyther of 
the excellency,, or immortality of the ſoule;, havin 
fundamentally treated. theſe qo in other 4% 
courſes ; I only ſpeake ſo of this part of the foule, 
which we commonly call the Spirit. Ir 15 yndoubred- 
ly rye, that all men haue one ſoule of the ſame kind; but 
very different in thgjr funRXions, and quahityes. In ſome 
this their ſoule ſſeepeth perpetually in fleſh, and far,and 
abideth as a ſword beſet, and garniſhed with diamonds, 
alwaies ſheathed in,z ſcabard of ſtraw & morter , with- 
aut a ſtroke ſtriking ; of we can do, is to find fome 


ſparkling glimmers of .common ſenſe and reafon ther= 
in; In others this ſouls glirtereth , and cwinkleth from 
its moſt tender yeares , afterward it penetraterh ch 
on Sa PE - -.—_ 


_ wo 
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clowdes, and diueth into bottomleſſe Myſſes with 
you promprneſle, feruor,and yiuacity;and that 1s cal- 


 Tedhe ſpirit, which ordinarily we behold in great , and 


Conſlit lib. 
6. C. de x 


of, 


noble men, excellently well chereunto diſpoſed for they 
are for the moſt part docible , intell1gent,capable: from 
whence [draw a great motiue of the obligation , they 
haue in this point ſerioully to diſpoſe themſelues to ver- 


tue. Conſtantine the great heretofore made a law, by 


which he forbad , to adorne the Country, to the preiu- 
dice of the citty.S qu poit legem hanc,Cinitate ſpoliata, or- 
natum,hoc et marmora , &> columnas , ad rura tran#tulerit, 
prinetur ea poſſeſsione. If any body after the publication 
of this law,befound to tranſport the ornaments of Cit- 
tyes , to wit, the Marbles, and Columnes, to Country 
dwellings, let him be depriued of the poſfeflion there- 
of. Outalas ! Our ſoule 1s the Citty of God , garniſhed 
with ſo many fayre embelliſhments, titles , Tropheys , ſo 
many triumphant Arches,ſfo many graces,yetnotwich- 
ſtanding (O Noble men )it often happeneth, you for- 
ſake the citty ro build in the country ,to leaue your fou- 
tes barren, languiſhing, bare, and naked , whilſt you in 
the meanetyme res all your fineives,, all your vey- 
nes to the decking, and caſefull commodityes of he 
body. You deſerue to be depriued of your pofleffion & 
inheritance, fance you manure it ſo carleſsly. cha 
I will onely propoſe two, or three before you, to de- 
monſtrate,how vnworthy a thing it is to apply a noble 
ſpiric to trifles, and ſottiſh toyes , which eaſily may be 
proued, but not ſufficiently commilerated. ; 
Firſt,it cannot be denyed,but that euery thing, which 


exceedeth the limits of his owne nature, thereby be- 


cometh very irregular; weſceall the elements, plantes, 
kcaſtes, and allcreatures of the world , do conftantly 
| YO he TT TEN hold 
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hold the ranke, whicl God the creator appointed them; 
the fyre allwayes retayneth it's heate,the water though 
it be hoyled on burning coles, returngeth to it's naturall 
coldneſſe. Hony aſſumeth not the. nature of worme- 
wood,the Lyo playeth not the Ape, nor the Eagle bec6- 
mzthnot an 9frich,to trayle h:r winges on the ground. 
. Now ſo it is,the nature of the ſpit, how much WW 
noble, & elateitis, ſo much the more 1t.ought. fo. trans- 
ferre it ſelfe ro the contideration of things dwine , to 
wit,from whenceit commeth, whither it 'goeth , what 
within itſelfe it aterh, Hoc habet argumentum diuinitatis 
ſue,quod a a deledant, nec wi aliens intereit ſed vt 
ſais. This 15 { ſayth the Oracle of Roman philofaphy) anin- 
fallible.marke of a diuineſpirit, when it pleaſeth itfelfe 


to diſcourſe of things diuine, and is entertayned in Queft, 


theſe contemplations,as with her familiar, and peculiar 
affayres. Tadge then, what 1ndignity it 1s, to bury this 
7 igour,afd light of the[pirit , which God ſo freely hath 
communicated to you, in frmolous employments, and 
petty fopperyes, which diſcolour the luſtre, and honour 
of your name. What a ſhame 1t 15 toſay, this ſoueraigne 
hand hath moulded man to be the King of creatures, 8& 
he betraying his nature,maketh himſelfe the comedian, 
the mimique ſtage-player of all creatures, ating all ſor- 
tes of perſonages., but the good, and that which it's 
owne excellency 1s obliged yato; which verily is the 


ſame the great Tertnll;ian deplored: Homo omninm flagt- rs a 
tiorum atlor,non tantin opus Dei ,uerum etiam imago el, & ſpeft.c. ne 


tam'ncorpore,  ſpiritu, a ſuo deſciuit inftitutore 
Yet that ſeemeth moretollerable,tn perſons who are 
not eminent, neyther in noble extra@tion , inſtruction, 
nor ſpirit; but Great ones, whom God hath created, ad- 
uantageouſly tg tranſcend all others , and who ſhould 
EY > mania has, 


We AY. "RAY 
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hue, and-:conuerſe amongſt men , like Angels, to play 
the hogges, and Monkeys, abaſing themſelues to I 
know 'not what ) kind of Childiſhnelſle. of Spirit, 
and to 4 life corrupted with the curious delights , and 
voluptuouſneſle of the body: conſider (I pray } whether 
this be not a thing as vnreaſonablein it's owne nature, 
as prodigious in the effets? 
| Secondly, "it is to do a great wrong to ones ſelfe, to 

live in ſuch faſhion; itis a meere frenzy , which 1s not 
made probable to any man}, but by the multitude of 
mad men. See you not very well, that to employ ſome 
rich and precious inſtrument, to a baſe, and forrie vſe, 
15 ana of a man who hath loſt his wits ? 

If you fee a great Monarch imploy his purple Robe 
to ſtop an ouen with , and his ſcepter to ſhake hay;you 
would cry out ypon it; and yet theſoule "which Gor 
hath 'given you, incomparably more precious \ thea the 


urple, and ſcepter of Xjzgs,you ſuffer to wallow in tho 
klthes of fleſh, you apply it to perpetuall idle diſcourſes, 


to vanityes, quareHs, and reuenges. Is not this wholy to 
abuſe the Snlfis of allmighry God?Irt is ſayd, Nero tooke 
delight to dig the earth with a golden ſpade, and when 
my "_y there was. queſtion to cut the 17hmus of Corinth , a de- 
row, © figne which long tyme troubled his brayne, he. went 
thither,led on with muſficall violines;holding in his hid 
this golden ſpade, with 'which he began in the ſizhe of 
the whole world to breake the ground; a matter which 
ſeemed ridiculous to the wiſeſt liuing in that age. For 
my owne part, I find it yery ſtrange, that a noble ſpirit 
ſhould amuſe it (elfe in things friuolous , and imperti- 
nent; for to dig the earth with gold, was to bring back 
old to it's ſource, fince it firſt Gra from whe entray- 
ſ.. of the earch. Bur fora heauenly 
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duros,ſftenches,and dunghalls,this1s im; which is wholly 
mexcuſable, eſpecially in the-Nobility . | 

_ . Ja the third place 1:ſay, that ſuch mannes of. pro- 
eceding; is manifeſt, ſacriledge , for two reaſons: the 
ficſt is , it retayneth wickedly , @ traiteroufly/a thing 
facred, for a prophane vie. San; cAugnitine' 18ah Bpir 
tle that he wrote, to Licewtius,ayourng mail of a noble 
ſpirit, which he a little too. looſely + < 

' nityes of the world, prefſeth this-argument in theſe 
termes : Sz calicem aureum inuexi(ſes in terra , donares illuns 
eccleſia Dei. Accepiiti a Deo ingenium(ſpirizaliter aurcum , 
mintfty as inde {ibidinibus crime: S$ 4 firopines teipſum 
If by chaunce you-had found a golden, Chalice 1nthe 
Rreetes, you would take jt from the ground , and make 
offer thereof to the Church, other wiſe. it would be a{a- 
ctiledge,God hath giuer: you a'ſcule all, of gold, ſoex- 
edllent it 15,ſo delicately purrhed, and you vicit, as an, 
inftrumentof (eofuality,& make of ita.veſſell of abho- 
mination, wherein you preſent your ſoule to-Sathan, as 
a ſacrifice. Feare you nat the.anger of. God? 

The ather reaſon 15, you notonely wi th-holdavel- 
ſell conſecrated to the feruice of the Qmnipotent , but 
you attempr,vpo the Image of God himſelfe. This fayre 
ſpirit, which he hathgiuen to you, as the flower , and 
quinteſſence of your ſoule,it atrue character of the diui- 
nity, and you haſten to proſtitute it to publique infe- 
K10ns.Remember I pray, it hath wncay 2 been held a 
capitall erime,to cary the Emperors. ptture into a-place. 
yndecent,or vncleanly-: and uprely Panins'a- man of 
eminet quality, as ane who had beene Pretor, was accu- 
{ed,and profecuted as criminall vnder Fiberins, for that 
he tooke-a chamber- potinto-l1s hand, hauing a ring'on 


uſed in the. vas - 


Aug. Eps 
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bus finger, graued, with the-E-mperars forme, And can e, us, 


you 
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you thinke it will be lawfull for youre cary,nota dead 
figure, but the liuing Iniage of your heauenly Father: 
int6 the impurityes , and pellutions, which yourexor- 
birant paſſions extrude, as the ſcummy-:froath'of folly ? 
Is not the blartie-moſt formidable , which God by the 
mouth of the prophet Ezechiet pronounceth againſt an 
vngratfult foule ;;tn (uch manner abandoning it ſelfe : 


Feech, 16. Et tult#i vaſe decoris thi, de aiiro mie, atque argcntomes, & 
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fecift; tibi imagines maſcilinas ,& fornicataes in eis:& oleum 
meum poſuiiti,c thymiama meum coram ex? Ingratefull, & 
wicked,as thou art,thou then haſt dared to-take away, 
the moſt pretious veſſels framed of 'my gold., & filuer; 
to make maſculine Idols, and fo to arial] thy fortiica- 
tions: Thou haſt cauſed my oyle to burne,and incenſe to 
{moke before theyr _Aultars? | | 
What ingravicude 15 like'to this ſame? Alas, what I- 
dols are daily'tmade of thegold, and filuer-of God, 'when 
ſo many braue ſpirits are tmployed to figure Chymers's, 
and monſters in theyr owne' ſenſual] wills ? what oyle 
burneth, and incenſe ſmoketh before the diuels Aultar, 
when ſo many tallents;ſo many perfe&tions,are vnpro- 
firably waſted invice,and vanity? oo 1 
In the meane tyme, the 7. Canon of the AHpoRles ex- 
communicateth thoſe, who onely beareoyle to the Je- 
wes Synagogue, or the P aynims Temples. Si quis Chriftianus 
oleum tulerit ad ſacra Gentilium vel ſynagogam Ind aorum fe- 
#tis ipſorum diebus aut lucernas accenderit , de ſocietate pella- 
tur: and in what account ſhall we hold the Chriſtians, 
which make aperpetuall ſacrifice of all the facultyes of 
theyr ſoules, to the corrupt vices , and follyes of the 
world ? | 
Wiſe men affirme, that beſide the fyre, which ſhall de- 


| uoure the bodyes , and ſoules of the damned for euer, 


_ - 


there 


> — 


there is a Hell of (cience, and conſcience , which ſhall 
particulerly torment thoſe , who haue beene endowed. 
with a generous ſpirit, and haveill imployed tt. When 


Adam opencd his eyes, to ſee his nakedneile, his ſpirir, : 


and knowiedge ferued him for a keene knife to tranſ- 


fixe his ſoule, his ignorance in that kind was a great part 
of tits felicity. What diſaſtrous miſery ſhall then befall 


thoſe ynhappy ſpirits' of the damned , when they ſhall 


know theyr abilityes, all the good things they might. 
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haue done, and all the ill they haue done , allthough all. . 


the flames , and tortures ſhould ſurceaſe they would 


find thcyr Hell, euen in theyr owne knowledge, in the. 


eye of theyr (cience, and conſcience?lt is of this eye, S. 


Bernard {peaketh. Nullus moleHior oculus cuique , ſo 3308 py, 1, 
e#t aſpectus, quers tencbroſa conſcientia ſufſucere magis velit, deConfiders 


minus poſzit. Powder heereon{ O Noble men) whether 
this motiuemeriteth not to be ſeriouſly contidered:Hell 
vomiterh-vp braue ſpirits , who after they haue ſerued 
for inſtruments of vice ,- are now become the food of: 
flames.: Augment not the number. The knowledg of 
God, of-bnes felfe; and the fttidy of vertue, is a fayre 
employment of a noble ſpirit, wherin man cannot be 
too (erioully buſyed, nor more fruufully . 
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-—- no 


\ F all theſe motiues: before alleadged., which 
ferue, as aſpurre tothe-Nobility ;feriouſly to 
a S 1mbrace perfection, I ſte not any compara- Arift. 


ble to Courage, which is a force of ſpirit, co- £5 


liſting in twoprincipall points, as Ariotle , and S, Tho- 
| H aa. EF 


Tho.za4 
124, 


mas obſerue,ta wit,to vndertake, & endure great things 
with iudgment, and by the excitement of honeſty, 
This Courage among all the excellencyes of che ſpi- 
rit,is powerfull,elate, trring,and aſtoniſhing:and very 
well S. Ambroſe compareth it to theriuer Tiers , which 
among all ſtreames, hath his current moſt ſwift & vio- 
lent,{o,as with an vareli{table impecuolity,he combat- 
teth; & ſurmounteth, all obſtacles oppoſed againſt him, 
Thus,(ſayth he) Courage flyeth thorough perils , brea- 
keth throngs , and workes itſelfea paſſage thorough a 
world of contrarietyes. Quod.m cnrſu rapido , refiitentia 
uef,tranſuerberat , nec aligquipus enrſtuenu impedimentorum: 
DE ob#taculis. This courageis an E ple, which confron- 
teth ſtormes,a Lyon which, oppolet 1 all violeces,a Dia- 
mond which neuer is broken , a Rock which ſcorneth 
waues,an Ave which reſiſteth all the ſtrokes of the 
haminer. Itis a thing , which: with: admiration , raui- 
theth heaucn, & earth, to behold-in the fleth, of a frayle, 
and feeble man, a ſpirit to make tryall of all accidents, 
which is amazed at nothing , which ſurmounteth, all 
diflicultyes , and who would! rather-caſt himfſclfe mto. 
the gates of hell with yndogbted lofe of body , then in- 
to the leaſt ſuſputon. of remulneſle .- | 
This Rrikerd the ſpirit with admiration, and be it ey- 
therin military ations,or cull, Courage is highty va- 
lewed, though ſucceflc alwayes an{were,not.good en- 
terpriſes: enemyes moſt cruellareenforced to admire a 
valour , and force of ſpirit, thatneuer bowed. vnder an. 
euill, whichit hath-not beene able rovanquith .._.. 
— The hiſtory of Herodotus relateth, thatone called Ca/= 
Shider in {imachus in the battayle of Marathos, being; foundby the: 
yoce Kax- Perſians ſtuck all ouer with arrowes, Irkea hedge-hog, 
Maze: ſtanding boult-vpright amongſt a. keape-af dead: bu- 
i! dyes, 
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dyes , as if he had beene RR by the counter- 
poyle of the ſame arrowes, they were lo aſtoniſhed, 
with the dauntlefſe valour of this dead man, that they 
held him , as 1mmorrall . 


Neuer hath Sexcca ſo demonſtratiuely ſhewed ' the Semrce. de 
ſtrengh of his eloquence , as 1n prayling the Courage of ©. ſep, 


Cato. This man( ſayth he ) hath not oppoſed, nor fought 
with fauage beaſtes;1t 15 for hnnters: He hath not pur- 
ſuod monſters with fyre, and ſword: He liued notin an 
age, in which it was beleeu'd, thata man ſupported hea- 
uen with his ſhoulders. 

Behold why he was not eſteemed, as a Hercules , nor 
as an Atlas , who notwithſtanding hath fought with 
greater monſters, then Hercules. He hath caryed anqther 
manner of burthen , then the fabulous Alas: He atone 
hath combatted againſt ambition / a Monſter of many 
heads) againſt the vices ofa degenerate Cirty , & which 
daily like an-old houſe, was ſinking with the exceſſe of 
weight. This incomparable man, hath ſupported the 
Romane Common wealth, as Jong,as he could; yea euen 
when 1t fell into the Abyſſe of a thouſand lamentable 
confuſions, he yetheld it yp, witha hand prompt, all- 
wayes ypon the brinke of the precipice ; and not being 
able longer to _—_ 1t,ouerborne as he was by the 
violence of miſchiefs, he choſe his tombe in the ſepul- 
cher of his country. Stetit ſelns, c cadentem Rempublicam, 
quantum modo va retirahimanu poterat , retinuit , donec vel 
abreptus vel abitrathus,comitems ſe ruine din ſnitentate deadit. 

What greatneſſe, what Maieſty ! yndoubtedly Cou- 
rage hath ſo much luſtre, and glitter, that obſtinacy it 
ſelte, which 1s a vice,in all things elſe vety harſh , and 
rude, being clothed with the mantle of Courage , fin- 
deth much reputationamongſt men. © | 
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Now this generoſity , of which we ſpeake, is a faith- 
Full , and an inſeparable Companion of true Nobility, 
Din Tbri- All great men ——_— haue a courage very high and 
ſof.orat.4 euca as certayne braue Lacedemonians were borne from 
thzyr mothers wombe, with a launce, pourtrayed, and 
charadterized vpon theyr skin; in like manner all Noble 
men,ſfeeme to bring magnanimity, and refolution into 
the world from the day of theyr birth. This might be a 
meruaylous mortiue to lcad them 1n a ſtrayght dire& 
line to great,and valiant actions , were it not, that the 
exjill ſpirit, inſtantly ſpreadeth a filme ouer theyr eyes, 
and makes them fcele impreſſions of meere ſluggihh- 

neſſe,vnder the falſe veyle of Courage. | 
Two things (Onoble men) will make you exaaly 
accountable, bzfore the tuſtice of God . The firſt , to a- 
baſe this guift of Courage with yanity;the ſecond to de- 
file 1t with cruelty . The one holdeth. of childjſhneſſe, 
the other of barbariſme. What can one imagine more 
weake , and childiſh , then to haue receyued a Courage 
from God, capable-to conquer heauen, and to employ ar 
in petcy fopperyes, wherein the thought's betrer part, 
and thz dayes ations are waſted , to court a Lady , to 
gourmandize a banquet, nicely toquarell vpon the in- 
rerpretation of a word, to ſucke vp wind, to feed a fond 
curiolity with others affaires,to buy plumes of feathers, 
to cenſure mens apparell, to addrefle himſelfe to daun- 
Pog.0 play at dice,to hold a racked in a Tennis court, 
toplay the Buffon in a feaſt, toytter a ſecret, to forge a 
Calummy , to enuy one greater then himſelfe , ro deſpiſe 
e£qualls, to baffile inferiors , and a thouſand other ſuch 
likeexerciſes, which are the raſt, and moth of the ſpirit? 
Behold into what theſe braue Courages , which ſhould 
plantthe Flour-deluces in the Eaſt are diſſolued, Is not 


this 


this a ſhame? Is any thing more puniſhable, then ſo-to a- 


buſe the guifts of God?Is it not a goodly thing to behold _ 


in Poets , a /upiter, who hath forlaken his fiery Charior 
and winged harſes, letting all goe at randomse , in the 
meane time to buſy himſelfe , in paynting vpon the 
clouds, ſometymesGoartes, Apes, and Centaures ? 

Behold what great men do, when forſaking the du- 
ty of their charges , and the obligation of their profeli- 
ons, they vilify themſelues 1n inferior ations , beſtow - 
ing thzrein a great part of thzir tyme , and (as 1t were) 
theyr whole Gioia 

Vanity wovld alſo be more tollerable , wereitnot, 
that it chaungeth into cruelly ,which is apparant,in the 
beaſtly —_— and bloudy Duels , that transforme the 
nature of men, into a brut1ſhneſſe abſolutely ſauage , 8& 
tyrannous. We muſt draw Iron out of the entrayles of 
the earth; to make it ( as it were) firſt to bluſh with 
ſhame, before it be ruddy with bloud , toſes it ſelfe im- 
paged toſuch a vſe, to behold it ſelfe ſharpened: by the 

andes of men, to cut, and transfixe men; Differences 
muſt bederermin:d with thelofle of life. 

Theſe miſerable creatures, ſometymes for the inter- 
pretation of a word , ſometyme, through promptneſle 
of ſpirit, provoke one another to ſingle Combat, they 
ſend letter of Challenge , the place of meeting is ap- 
pointed , they chooſe God-Fathers, as if they would 
make a baptiſme witha ſacrifice of Furyes,they procure 
Seconds, who well ſee, tharto go vpon cold bloud, to 
hazard theyr fls{h, in an vahappy combat,againſt a man 
that neuer hath offended them , nay nor knowne, 15 a 
ſublimity of folly; notwithſtanding,on they go, tyran- 
nically led along by the lawes of vayne honour, which 


hath no other foundation, but the fortiſh brainſick fally 
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of men. All of them hane forthe moſt part, more out- 
ward ſhew, then malice; theyr harts tremble with cold 
feare in the conſideration of the perill,, tro which they 
expoſe themſelues , yet theyr lips leaue not to found 
vainglorious Branado's . They ſecke out ſolitary places 
| like Sorcerers, and ſometimes they go by moone-ſhyne 
ro ac this hatefull outrage , not ſeing at all, that God 
beholdeth them, with as many eyes of vengeance, as 
the firmament hath ſtarres. Attheend of all this , they 
thinke to do an act full of courage, & moſt heroique, & 
manly. What ſhall we ſay heer that this paſſion 1s a rage 
more then brutiſh, which hath for enheritice the death 


of the body, the eternall , and wrrecouverableloſſe. of the 
ſoule, the 1neuitable anger of God , the indignation of 
Kings,the thunder of lawes, the execration of the uſt, 
the maledi&tion of heauen , and earth ? No, this 1s not it 
which Inow intend to CID _—_ treat df gene- 


rofity, which obligeth the Nobility , firſt ro Almight 
God, who g ueth it; ſecondly to vertue , which ſeeker 
it, a5a moſt neceſſary inſtrument, I muſt ſhew that in 
this ation of Duels, pretended to be al-courage, there is 
nothing leffe then Courage init. And although the 
ſhould not be lyable to the vengeance of God, for being 
infringers of lawes, both diuine, and humane , by this 
deteſtable miner of pr_—_—_ - yet they would be euer 
greatly culpable,to hold, & defylein this abiet humor, 
and remiſſe ſpirit, the guift of courage, which is particu- 
lerly graunted to them , out of the treaſury of heauen. 
I know not, what falſe ſpeQacles are clapt over the 
eyes of the Nobility , by the ſpirit of lyes , forged in the 
ſhop of Hell , which by Avpots.2 maketh them to take 
glaſſe for diamond, and a Ke#trel! for a Faulcon. Yes ve- 
rily,you haue a certayne bird inthe miſtery of Fauleon- 
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ry called the Hobby, whioh hath coupled with che race 
of Faulcons, GoſhaWkes , and Sparhavhes: Yea this wret- 
ched bird doth alſo: mixe/with the 84ker, and Lawarer, 
ſhe flyeth afcer the Faulconers, and houeritrg ouer the 
field , if the dogges ſpring ſome little bird, ſhe fowceth 
vpon it, making boaſts ouerthrs fezble creature , ſeins 
ſhe hath. neyther harr, nor reſolution to grapple with 
the great ones .: 

{uſtly herin bzhold, the mod2ll of a Gallant, who 
maketh profeſſion ro preſent the letter of challenge , ra 
call others to Duell, he hath degenerated from true No- 
bility, and.reall Courage, which is produced ingoodly, 
and greatactions, vndertaken for the ſeruice of God,and 
his King . He hath.no longer leftin him, oughe , but a 
little fiecce rebellious ſpirit to-peckeact thoſe, whome his 
ownetemerity tndgeth- more weake then hin{elfs.And 
ſhall then this man, be taken for a man of Courage? 
(Onoble men)ſee you not, that true ations of Coura 
are wo high, and eminent , to impart their worke and 
hononr, toLackeyes, & Horſeboyes? Now it is ſb come 
to paſle;, chat there is norany'inferiour foot-mgn , nor 
petty groome of aſtable, thatwill not at this day watch 
to take reuengeby Duell,that will notendeauour to de- 
termine ditfetences, by ſome kind of ſingle combar. 
There is nor any. vayne Braggard:, deſcended from ig- 
nobleplebeian Parents , vader the pretence, that he ca- 
ryech'2:penin his eare, which peraduenture might be 
he ſword and launce; that his Father, or Grand-fathet 
madebvaft of,ypona fthred:of parchemenmt,ro payne fix« 
peancea day, that ſtriuerh.not'tohaueaTword of a:good 
temper, to prouokehisaduerſary tolingle combar, and. 
the more infamous hes , the more nilaricotly he fur- 
uiheth hutaſclts our four this entzrprife ,: ppg 
7 that: 
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that chi: is a true meanes, cloſely to couer his baſe conz 
rior o;; £0 opt bd | Pe 
Aunciently, in the wiſeſt; and moſt yalorous King- 
dome of the world, thoſe which engaged cthemſelues in 
theſe Duells , were people gathered out of the dreggs, 
and lees of men , {laues, vagabonds, & loytering rogues, 
furgitures for a gibet: thenzudge you, tft be not a mad.- 
nefſe to ſay , You delire 1n all chings to feparate your 
ſelues farre from the multitude, to enworthy , and di- 
ſtinguiſh your nobility,andin this one ation alone, you 
Jefen, and vilify your courage , cuen to the condition , 
of the moſt caytifte ; and abhominable creatures of the 
<5 --- rg 
You willſay that is true , but a man cannot refuſe a 
Duell, when he:is.vrged:: why £ Becauſe ſhame, and 1g- 
nominy.alwayes attend ſay you) on theſe denyalls:Sce 
you-not ; by this anſwere, you giue armes againſt your 
ſelfe and:freely confeſle,:thata Duellis not an action of 
Courage?For to lay apartthe ordinances of the Church, 
take, but thellawes of CAristotle, 2 worldly man-as your 
ſelfe , and morethen you; doth not he moſt pertinently 
demonſtrate in- his Erhickes , that itis not anacian of 
valour,when a fouldier1s valiant, info much as his cap- 
tayne hath ſet the enemy on one fide, and armeron the 
other, toinforce him to-fight? or becauſe a Sergiant ofa 
band ;15 ready to transfixe the raynes of his backe with 
a hallbacd,if he retyre? Vertue, which is not vertueybut 
for ayoydance of diſhonour;is a truepuſillanimity, vn- 
der the-veyle of falle Courage: Lthen demaund a x 
who more tyrannically aſſaulteth a man,eyther the Ser- 
giantof a band, who thryſtethaſword into his reynes, 
or the point of Honour , which poſſeſſeth his braynes; ? 
without all doubr.you will agree with me, that these is 
no 
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no tyrariny c6parable to that;of this mad diuell; which - 
is called Point of Honour. Andin the meane-ſpace be- 
caule{forfooth ) this goodly Sergiantof a bandenfor- 
ceth you,& beareth you vpon the hips; as thehelue of a: 
halbard , you muſt haſten to a. Duell, you muſt go to 
precipitate your ſelfe into the throte of hell ;; whereas 
other wiſe, were tt not for the ſhame of the world, you. 
would norſtirre a foote.Behold a braue a&of.courage!, 

What then ſhall weanſwere to thoſe, who prouoke 
you? What coſcience permitteth, what Dottor'Banes ad- 
ufſeth.that yon ſeeke not denes, nor cauernes, that you 
20 11to cuery place with your head erected, and if they. 
thall be fo. temerarious, as toafſault you, they ſhall find 
you ypon that defence , which the lavy of Nature per- 
mitteth. Behold a good anſwere for a Dotour, but the 
world 1s not payd1n ſuch coyne. Anſwere them, as the. 
wilcſt among wordlings, Augniius Ceſar to Marke An- 
thony,who challenged him in fingle combat, he cauſed 
in plaine termes to be ſayd ynto him , that when the 
defpayte of the ſucceſſe of his affaires, ſhall reduce him 
to the furious rage of hating his life, yet he would find 
out other wayes to dye, much more honeſt, then'by this 
Butchery frenzy. Yea but this is an anſwere of a-Co- 
| ward! This coward inthe meane time hath eſtabliſhed 

the prime Empyre of the world, ſtruggling by ſtregh of 
arme againſta rorret both of armes, & opinions, which 
hindered his paſſage, conſtrayning the whole world to 
yield obedience to his-yalous ; and he that challenged 
him with all his, magnanimity,and courage,dyedin the 
armes of a woman; rage,and efteminacy ſharing the reſt 
of his. life , as -well as the triumph af his death. Behold 
you not a goodly courage ! Howſoeuer the matter ſtads 
in refuling a Dugll,the Sihonere of the world w_ 
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be eſchewed.what is this. world? A maſſe of mad men.If 
you haue ({worne to pleaſe them, ſacrificing your bloud, 
your life, with the damnation of your ſoule, are you 
not then,the moſt miſerable ſlaue that euer was fetrred 

in the guiues of a rigorous ſeruitude? Are not you; a 
ſoule prodigiouſly Krwida; ſo far offare you fro hauing 

one ſole point of Courage ? We then muſt go out of the 

world ? leaue it, if you cannotliue without the damna- 

tion of your foule. Be gone, breake the chaynes imme- 

diately? ButI am too much bound, it is fit, the Goate 

browze where he is faſtned.. What counſell ſhall one 

we you, you can neyther go, nor ſtay?Reſolue then to 

wen the world, trampling vnder your feete the opi- 
nion of the world, ſubieRing the lawes of the earch to 

the Empyreof heauen, and | Jn feare not, but you ſhall 
bauc Courage inough. 
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SIJ,N E of the greateſt benefits, which man can 
/ receyue atgods hands,is the fauourable bleſ- 
ſing of goad education. Itis it, which poli- . 


KAY ſheth, & purifieth nature, as one would doa 
pretious ſtone wholy defiled with earth and filthy or< 
dure;z1tis it, which maketh men become Angels. And 
withoutit the goodlyeſt,and beſt natures would perpe- 
tually dwell in brutiſhneſſe. The Hiſtory of Germany tel- 
leth vs, that heretofore an- Infant- was taken in' the fo- 
reſts, which was preſented to Henry Lanterauc of Haſsia 
From 4-yeares old, he had beene bred amongſt wolues , 
the wolucs taught him to go on fower feete , as a brute 


healt, 
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beaſt,he went a forraging with the wolues , he deuided 
the prey with the wolues, he ſlept amongſt the wolues, 
to be the more warme;; toconclude he. wholy became 
wolfe.When he came to be made tratable, and tame, 
they wereenforced to tye his handes to ſtanes, to teach 
him to go as men do, yet did he breake all, to returne to 
the condition of a wolfe, ſo powerfull is the force, and 
tyranny of Education. 7 
—_—_ iudge ( O you Noble-men ) what obliga- 
tion you haue to the diuine Maieity , what motiue to 
tread the pathes of perfeaion, lince ordinarily ( as Iin- 
tend heere to proue) you meet with all thoſe things, 
which may conduce to the happineſſe of good Educa- 
tion . 

How many ſpirits thinke you are in the world , that 
for want of education, remayneas Diamonds buryed in 
a Dunghill, whichif once you yn-earth, and free from 
ruſt, and putrifation , they will ſet the Sunne before 
youreyes ? 
| Behold aninfant, bleſſed with a beautifull body , a 
faire ſpirit, butyet borne with a yoake on his neck, the- 
yoak of pouerty , andſeruitude! The condition of his 
birth, hath ſhut him 1n a cage, what meanes then(Ipray, 
hath he to worke wonders? As ſoone as euer he begin- 
neth to open his eyes, he beholderh-himſelfe to be borne 
in a houſe, hanged round about with copwebs , he be- 
holdeth his Father and Mother to groane ynder the 
burthen of a needy life , his brothers & ſiſters torowle 

the ſame ſtone. There is noqueſtion, made of ciuill edu- 
cation, inſtru@ion,or knowledge;bread muſt be ſought 
for, ſo much ſollicitude is to be had, onely to liue as 
brute beaſtes,that no leyſure will be found to thinke 
how to liuclikea man: and admit it were thought on, 
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there are no bookes in this poore cottage, but rotten 


wormeaten walles; np armes,burt theanuiles of a ſhop 
' or forge;n6 other muſizue ; but :theyr obſtreperous clat- 


ter; no other Mayſter, but the neceflity of learning no. 


thingzno other lefſon,bur ignorance, and miſery. 
Behold if you were fettered to this condution of life, 
' whathaneyorrdone to God, before your being ,, to. be 
that which you are? He hath notbeene content to. give 
you bloud, wealth,qualification, ſpirit, and courage;bur 
alſo healloweth you the happineile of good educauon, 
which ſetteth, and compulonk all che naturall partes 1n- 
to a fayre way. | | 
You demaund of me, if I1udge ſeriouſly the Educa- 
tion of Great ones, and men of Quality to beſuch?1 af- 
firme,at the leaſt it hath all the poſſible meanes, and op- 
portunity fo tobe, in which confiſteth the knot. of the 
-obligation we ſeeke for. And without going further; is 
itnot at'yncontrollable proofe, which ſufkciently de- 
clareth, thateuen the education of Court is worthy re- 
commendation, to ſay,that God, ſeeking out, a. ſchoole 
for the greateſt States-man that euer was.n the world, 
choſe no other place, then the Court of a Kizg. You 
know, what a man <Moyſes was , how great, how emi- 
nent, how much beloued: of allmighty God , whoele- 
&ed him to be a'Condud,and Captayne of fix thouſand 
nen at afmes,to giuehim-a regency oaer the elemznts, 
and a power to repleniſh the fower quarters. of thz 
world', with thegreatneffe of his Prodjizyer. What hath 
hedone'to breed-him., and frame him! to-{o. high, jand 
fuperemment a condition ,to-fo herioque vertues? Hath 
He Ciffered him to be bred , as other Hebrew children in 
feare, in bondage, in-pouerty , which overwh:lme. the 
«£05diyeſs and beſt. diſpohittons, as loong, as they. begin 
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to ſet forward? No ; he:-brought him tothe. Coure:of 
Pharan, he cauſed him:tobe nourthhed in the exercifes 
of Nahility,co\wallow all che wiſdom of theÞgipeis 
who then were 1n reputation 'to be: the wileld men in 
the world. This 154t, which $. Stephen ſaydin the: Hes; 
Ernlitum omni ſapientia AEziptiorume: and Philo 1n 'the 
books h2 bath written-of: the like. of cAfoyſeruafoldin 
tov5s likewiſe the hiſtory: of bus ediacieriori; forth:)46th 
learned 1n the court of the 'King'of Egypt ,-Arnthmetiz 
que, Gzometry, Muſique, as well contemplariue, as pra- 
Rique,b:{ydes Philofophy,and the ſecrers of . Hitrogliphis 1 

ues.But to ſhew;to noble men itis allowable:toilearne} ——_—_ 
the cuulityes, and gentlecariageof Court, and;notrto _ 
draw the.vices from thence, Moyſes himſcife who'lear- 
ned all lawfull ſcience, from the egiprian Dodtors; neues 
would (uck milke from Nurſes oh the. ſame nanom; 
which might infuſe any bail influence .vponithrs mans + ih 
ners. God held the very ſame courſe in.the education 
of the propher Darxzell, and-of thoſe three holy: infants, 
who planted the tropheys:of. thai: Bayth gamong; tie 
burning coles of ay-quen;: ho cauſed them robeertucas 
ted in the Court of King Nabuehodoneſr;he cauſed rhem| 
tolearns the Chaldaiquer language, to betrayned in lite- 
raturg,to bz afterwards prettentedro-the: King, wellund — 
raced in a[lſ{grtsof {ciznces; Purcyes, in guibues.nallreft P mie, v. 
ſet macula ,adecoros forma,eruditos onmi ſapieniia,cantos feren+ 
tia, 4oTos diſcipline. From: hence yau may 1udge,-that 
education of great men,1sa;matter full of worth & re+ 
commendation. ;finge God who, diſpoleth; all: with-fo 
excellent O2conomy in fauqur of theivit;:hithpleated. 
to giue to his greateſt Mt#zjons , and Fauourites , ths 
Courtes of Kings for a{choole 1 4 
| Andigelted, we mult; ayerre;there is the beſt cda- 
Le I. 2 | cation, 
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cation, where the beſt tooles,andinſtruments,of great 
ations are, and theſe are found'in the houles of Per. 
ſons of quality. Educanon of children is begun inthe 
choyee of. Nurſes::poore people take ſuch as'neceſlity 
permitteth, many times ſurcharged with imperfe&iss, 
and diſproportions of nature , which makerh corru- 
ptian creepe into the child with the mitke; the rich, and 
thoſe of qualicy elect them with all poſſible aduantage, 
which -gold ; credit, or authority can procure. This 
choyce of Nurſes , is of no ſmall importance. The ſcri- 

Gleſf. Ty- pture obſeructh, that King Nabuchodonoſor, hauing been 
renew Pub Fom his infancy expoſed ina forreſt, and nouriſhed by 
_ "a wild goate,contrated therby brutiſh manners,ſo that 
degeneratingintoa vehement ſtupidity, and moſt bar- 
barous pride, it made him afterwards by the uſt pu- 
nithment of heauen ; returne to the life of: beaſtes ; a- 
DioCaſlinz« mong whomche had-beene bred. Theſame happened in 
the perſon of the Emperour Caligula, a P ortentous pro- 
digy of man;who ſeemed to be borne for no other pur- 
ve 4 , but to:-ſhew the world, the miichieffe , which a 
reatpower carr perpetrate' 1na great brutiſhnefle. It is 
1d;this'corruption , came to him, neyther from Fa- 
ther, nor Mother , who both were reputed , the moſt 
honeſt, and prudent:in. the Romane Empyre. But it is 
*- ſayd;that( perhaps) of purpoſe to make him one day 
Mariiall, they gauehima maſculine braue Nurſe : For 
the was hairy on the face asa-man, ſhedrew alog bow, 
ſhe ran atring, ſhe curuetted'a horſe like a rider ; but in 
other kinds, ſhe was miſchieuous, and cruell ,and made 
ker htle Nurſe-child ſuperlatiuely inhericour of her 

VICES« 
If then the goodneſſe of Nurſes, be one of the prin- 
cipall fauours which happen in Education, who will 
CE3GIIKA | OE haue 
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haue them, if not noble men? As ſooneas, Ladyes, and 
women of qualityareready'to be bronghtin bed,euery 
one will preſent them a Nurſe, enery one will offer 
one of tharr owne choyce;there' s-nort' viſitant; not 
ghoſlip, that will not roame from houſe to houſe, for 
this purpoſe, and redouble 1ourney after tourney heere- 
ypon. It falleth out oftentymes, that after the Mothers 
do negle& erſonally to giue theyr children ſuck; and 
vie ſo ne? curioſity im theeleftion,drawneby tonſt- 
derations meerly terrene, that ouermuch choyce ma+ 
keth them toele&t ill. The children of rich men become: 
drouthy amongſta maſle of fountiynes, wherewith/ 
they are ptefented to fucke from theyr infancy; arid 
thoſe of poore men ,amongſt the incommodityes of 
nouriture,, do-increaſe,, as Saffron ynder hayle, God 
counterpoyzing tothe one theyr ouermuch folicitude 
of humane helpes,and ſupplying the want in the'other;? 

Notwithſtanding it cannot bedenyed) but'that a mo-. 
F derate choyce of Nurſes, cuer accommodated to Gods: 
; | greater glory is moſtauayleable to theinfant, andthar* 
s 8 perſons TRY haue this fanour much' more wan! 
. Þ cendent;, rhen others , Aﬀer ther Nurſes, come'the' 
t | gouernors, and gouerneſſes. The poore creatures, are 
$ 
/ 
r 


mſtantly abandoned,andcafſt, amongſta litle crew of 
chitdre, theyr ordinary compantons,and playfellowes, 
and there haue they all liberty ro'befmeare one another, 
| asaColliers fack.In the houſes of great ones; there is al- 
wayes, ſome ſage woman , who giueth the firſt tin- 
e | cure, and impreſſion, to theſoules of children, and be- 
r | ginneth to trace,on theit tender harts, the firſt draugh« 
tes of the feare of God . 
When the infant is capable to learne any thing, the 
poore creature much wanteth inſtru on; for the cha« 
riot: 
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riot of leatning isnow-adayes moued with the armes of 
gold, and filuer;Greatmen make all artes, and ſciences 
ttibuzarggpo.theyr terrune. JEbookes be wanting, gogd; 
ly libracyss are. exedted.,with money, If good reachers, 
all the beſt ſpirits and choycelt mayſters , make haſt to 
eater.into.the. houſes of Great ones. There 1s nota Gra- 

rang Myſtian, Geographer, Chronologer, Rhctoritian, or 
[Ap Att fayle —_ It chey co not otherwile 
haue 1t, but that they mult ferch Jearning from the fur- 
theſt conkines of the earth, toinfule it in theyr brayne, 
they. would procure itat any price whatſoeuer. If they 
£tq,beazayned in-milutary exercile, the braueſt Aca- 
72zes are apencd to them-lt the parets. exfcouer them- 
lues (though it be neuerſo litle )} afleted to deuotion 
and EE has neuer were bred thereto will ſhew 
themſclues plyable: and, prouide; rather to make ſale 
therept, chen to, vg 1th; 0 jo! | 
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| Verily.yau ( © Noble men) behold, that the helpeof 
Education is great., and wholy in our owne handgs. 
Indge- now, then, the iniury you do to God, and the 
wrong F2unflig.on your glues, when you abtiſe, theſe 
bountyes.of hcauen. Wore do.we abuls it then ? In 
twp principall pointes, The friſt in negle&ting good in- 
rufion: The ſecond in ſubuerting it by vice,contrary 
thereunto.Hlow.is that? Fuſt, many Fathers , and;Mo- 
thers.arthis day ,cetembling 9friches, who lay theyr 
egges 19 the open. way without hatching them, litle re- 
gard to till the mindes. of theyr, children, by plantin 
therein the feare of God , to. gather afterward a rick 
bacugſtofeminent,vertues, {utablec to theyr. condition. 
Bur if a propoſition be made, to expoſe them to the 
berght of the wheele of worldly honours, with the freſh 
gale of fauqur, then are they gagerly buſy. Is not this it, 


which 


v 
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which the Prophet Terzmy would deplore , when he layd, : 
Hieruſalem was as cruell as an Ofrich in the deſert? Filig 15% 4 
populi mei crudelis, quaſi truthio in d:ſerto? Such Fathers ” 
there willbe found in the world , who without any 
guidance,or dire&tis,thruſt theyr ſonnes into the thrs 
of many hazards of being vndone,and will notſpare'ro'. 
ſend them into the fellowſhip of: Dawells, into the cons 
tempt of religion , and looſeliberty, ſo that it may bea 
degree to aduaunce theyr fortune. What Chriſtianity is 
this? Gzenara,a great Courtier,ſayth,that parents which 
ſo ſend theyr children to Court , without preſcribing 
how they ought to demeane themſelues , and not al- 
lowing them ſome ym that may ſeafonably repre- 
hend theyr =o- eations , ſhould do much better to 
loade them with Irons, and place them wr the houſe of 
fooles, becauſe there they are bound; that they may be- 
come more wiſe; and 1n the Court, they are let looſe, to 
make them moore fooliſh. If a young man, haue deſer- 
ued the Wheele, do but put him into the /handes; of this 
owne will , a more butcherly executioner you cannot 

we him . | 

The other point 15 yet much moreperilous,, when. 
they are not onely negleRed, but-are purpoſely 'brediin 
pride, andſenſuallity, which are thetworocks; wheres 
on theſe yong ſoules make ſhipwrack.:One of the wilct 
men of the Romane Empyre, complayned of the tyme he 
lived in, wherin they firſt built pallaces., before the 
mouth was formed; that yong, boyes were-wrapped yp: 
in{carlet,that they grew vp in Litters , & Coaches, w1- 
thout euer ſcarce ſetting foote to the ground , end that | 
theyr lips were kiſſed , for hauing ſpoken ſome ſotriſh ,,z.; 
foppery. Ante palatiums coram,quam 05 iniitituimm;1n fht-: Quimilias 
puris rept, tn ledlicis creſeuntzgaudenne quid Jicemtins di= wy © 

*crimt, 
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xerint,verba ne Alexandrinis quidem permittenda delicits,vi- 
ſ# , & ofculo excipimus. This was ſomewhat tollerable 
amongſt Heathens ; butto (ee Chriſtian children bred 
Vp 1n pride, in flatteryes, in perpetuall Api toyes, ſer- 
uices,and ſubmiſſions, which rayſe theyr high ſpirit, is 
itnot a prodigy? Theſe litle 7hraſoniſts,are no ſooner out 
of the ſhell, bur inſtantly they eſtablihh a 1uriſd1&10n in 
the family , they make a ny of waxe of theyr parents, 
drunke with loue, and childiſh indulgence, te lead, and 
turne them, where they liſt ; they do, & yndo what they 
pleaſe, and indeedexcerciſecuen then, a petty tyranny 
to make them(elues afterwards looſe, and viifettered 
lyons. And they ſeing all things are permitted them, do 
inſtantly take that vogue, which depraued nature doth 
preſent vnto them, they follow the track of pleaſure, 8 
voluptuouſneſſe,fo fattening, and engroſling their ſou- 
les, | all the luſtre of the Gini 1s ”, 9 buryed , and 
extint. 

Theyr houſhold ſeruants, who neerely attend them, 
ſeing theyr fauour may this way be gayned, deſperatly 
corrupt them , propoſing vices to them, of which they 
neuer had the leaſt knowledge . 


— 
reath 


winemper Den, ſayd the firit Mother of mortals.If you 
leauethem ynmanured, all ouer runne with thorns and 
brycrs,you ſhall become anſ{werable to the iuſtice of al- 
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mighty God. Looke well vntoit, ſayth S. Hierome, that Hjerom 
they carrouſe not in the cuppes of Babilon , and bo not «dL«ramy 


ſtrooken with the hammer, the noyce wherof will re- 
ſound, through all the earth , otherwiſe they will one' 


day be nayles, and lancgs in your fides,as ſayth the ſcri-. 


pture,to transfixe you,euen to the hart.Erunt vobss qua- 
ſs clani, &+ lancee in lateribus. In the fourth booke of Kin- 
ges 42. Children ill brought yp, were deuoured by bea- 
res,to teach parents,that ſince they haue done leforhen 
beares,who ſhape theyr whelpes þ 
ſmothing them , they therfore by beares, were bereft of 
them : and ſuchinfants(ſaythS. Cyprian ) will one day 
complayne at the tribunall of God , ſaying ; Perdjdit nos 
aliena perfidia,parentes ſenſmms parricidas. The perfidioul- 
neſſe of others hath betrayed vs, our Fathers, and Mo- 
thers, haue beene our parricides. | 
In like manner ( Youth) take heed, how you abuſe, 
the guift of your good Education, and the many inſtru- 
mentall meanes, which God hath graunted you for the 
exerciſe of Vertue, otherwiſe you ſhall pay the loſſes 
thereof in the length of a corrupt,and miferable life, & 
your bones in old age ſhall be filled*with the follyes of 
youth, which ſhall ſleepe with you, euen in your tombe, 
and dregge your fouled into a bottomleſle precipice, 
from whence there is no recouery. | 
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Pennance. 


ZMONGST the Motiues , which the exat 
2 May ſters of ſpirituall ife propoſe to religious 
rmen,toinuite them. t6 perfection, they ſer be- 
> fore theyr eyes, that they are all ſtirred Vp to 
vertue, when they already arein the armes of pennance. 
The like with 1uſt reaſon , we may lay to Courtiers, the 
more to inflame them, to fortify themſelues in great, & 
glorious vertues,to wit,that arriuing at Court, they en- 
ter into a houſe of Pennance , where they euery day 
have a thouſand occaſions of ſuffering , which 1s the 
ſhorteſt way to perfection , | 
That the Court 1s a place of publique pennance,ap- 
peareth for che reaſons , which Linted now to produce. 
Firſt, Antiquity hath cailed Pennance, by the word 
Tertul. «- (Enuy Jas Tertallian hath done, who ſayth, we ſtrike at 
p9'<0: 49: the gates of heauen, as. with the hammer of enuy:. Inui- 
dia celnm tundimus ; that 15 toſay , with pennance, This 
Name hath beene giuen, eyther for that , it doth make 
God ( as it were )enuyed ,if he pardon not, ſeing the 
eſtate of penitents ſo deplorable, Inuidiam facit Deo , niſi 
tenoſcat ,as moſt loarned cMonfieur D'Orleans hath nated 
in his obſeruations vpon Tertullian; or for that, the La- 
tine word” /nuidere jtignifyeth originally ,not toſeeany 
thing, but to turne the eye aſide as from a ſad obie; & 
the habir,eſtate,and condition of the penitents, was he- 
retoforeſolamentable, that the nice, and curious auer- 
ted their eyes from them, & could norendure, ſo much 
24> 
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as only to b:hold them. Howſoeuer itbe, the tile of En- 
uy)doth excellerly well agree with the Court. That is the 
neſt , where Enuy hatcheth her ezges, the throne where 
ſheexerciſeth her Empyre, the_Au/rar where ſhe lighteth 
yp many candles; and were ſhe baniſhed from all the 
corners of theearth, we then ſhould (earch for her a+ 
mong Courtiers, theyr life alwayes being between thz 
two {cales of thz ballance; whereof, the one is called 
Enuy,the other Miſery. This is it which obligeth them 
to an extraordinary perfection , that they may. perpe- 
tually ſtand ypon theyr guard, and auoyd the leaſt de- 
f223; This 1s it, which ( it thy know w-ll how to vſe it} 
doth abſolutely ſhut vp from them the gate to all ex- 
ceiſe;forif Enuy (according tothe prouerbe) will offer 
to ſhaue an eg, the will mow 1n a meadow. Secondly the 
auncient Canons,, and D2#ors of the Church, as.S. B4- 
fill, obſerue fue degſeecs of pennance. The firſt was cal 
led 0pjnnev7, which way a ſtate of teares , and grones. 

The ſecond is. called, zxgi«-+;, which was a degree , to 
which p2nitents after an infinitenumber of lighes were 
admitted to.heare the 1inſtrutions , and preachings of 
the word of Gad , whereof they were before depriued. 
The third 5=%#1»74; which was , when the penitents be- 
gan already toaſliſt toa certayne part of the Maſe, but 
not at the ſacrifices, for they went out before the confe- 
cration, a litle afrer the newly inſtruted. Chriſtians, the 
Prieſt repeating ouer them a certayne prayer , during 
which time, they madea low pbeyſance , theys face 
bowed to the ground. The fowerth degree is called 
ei5a7;, Where the penitents had Ieaue , to heare maſſe at 
the full length,as others ,but not to make any oblation , 
nor to communicate ; for that was reſerued'to the laſt 
de 2ree,called ith, where they obtayned a full recoci- 
K 3 bation, 
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hation in the participation of the holy Miſteryes , as 
the fore-alleaged Bybop , hath moſt excellently expli- 
cared . 

Of theſe fiue partes of pennance , Covurtiers for the 
moſt part exerciſe thoſe, which are moſt yrkeſome, and 
very {eldome participate in the conſolations of the o0- 
ther, more ſweete,and benigne. If Penitents haue a de- 
gree of teares, and lamentations, where are ſighes and 

» STONES MOTE frequent, then in Court, for the many di- 
{aſters, which ordinarily occurre in theyr affayres? One 
may well apply that paſſage of Iob , expreſſed in S. Gre- 
gory the great, Gigantes gemunt ſub agus , The Gyants, or 
men of the carth, do grone vnder the waters. Out alas, 
how many times, the poore miſerable creatures, after a. 
world of trauayles,purſuits, and hopes , which are drea- 
mes without ſ]cepe, ſeingthemſe]ryes transported into 
diſgrace with a Gecows torrentof Enuy,f1gh & mourne 
in an Occan of calamityes ! Oh&frowne of an incenſed 
prince.is more formidable to them, then the eye of a ba- 
filisk,yea more terrible then theerack of a Canon, The 
fauours wp. enioy,are winged,and ſlhipery all the con- 
tentment, they can poſlibly receyuein ten yeares , will 
not afford ſo much 1oy to theyr hartes, as the repulſe of 
one ſole day, which comming as a ſtroike of thunder 
affliteth them , and makes them giue ground, if they 
haue not recourſe to heauenly conſfolations. See you 
not, how Abſolom: reſtabliſhed in Court, yet depriued 

. ofthe King his Fathers fight, bate this diſgrace, with ſo 
* R214 rnuchanxicty of mynd,, that he asked a bloudy death 
for his m_ y : Obſecro vt videam faciem regs, quod ſi me- 
more#t iniquitatis mee, interficiat me. What will the looke 

'of a Lyon be, if the onely deprivation of a fanourable 

&yc be ſ{oull to be diſgeſted ? what wilt become of fo 
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many other contrarietyes , which at euery.turne trans- 
fixe ſo many braue defignes., ſo well proieged ? Whzre 


will not occaſion of many moſt bitter ſorrowes be 


founJ, among fo divers accidents, which cauſe vs to 
ſtand at all times prepared for blowes? 


If Pxnitents be in a ſtate of humiliation , wherin,, as. 


other Interpreters obſerue, they not onely humbled 
themſelues, proſtrated on the earth art the Prieſts .bene- 
diction, but they lowly layd themſelues vnder the feere 
of all the world: where ( I pray )are ſoules found, borne 
more to ſeruitude, more pliant, moreabaſed, then thoſe 
of Courtiers ? They bend, like the fiſhers angling line, 
they ſtoupe, they turne,and wheele about to all purpo- 
les that they may arriue, where they pretend. 

They buy all theyr Honour,at the price of great ſub-. 
miflions, their Scarletat the price of fordide ambition , 
and Glory in the coyne of ſlauery. That 1s it , which S. 
Cyprian excellently well obſerueth , ©ui amictu clariore 


conſpicuns,fulgere ſibi videtur in purpura, quibus boc ſardibus eg, q 1 
emit,vt fulgeat?quos arrogantium failus prins pertulit ? quas Doner, 
| ſuperbas fores matutinas ſalutator obſedit ? quot tumentinnm 


contumelioſa veſtigia ante preceſsit, vi ipſum etiam ſalutan- 
tium comes poitmodum turba pracederet ? Behold yee this 
Courtier , who gazeth on himſelfe in Scarlet ? If you 
knew, how many baſe ſubmifions the flaſhing luſtre of 
this bright garment coſt him, if you knew, what ſcor- 
nes, what repulſe, what contempts,euen of ſuch,as were 
more arrogant then himſelfe, he hath (wallowed ; how 
many proud gates he hath ( as it were ) belieged euery 
day, going to rp his complements; and how ma- 
ny tymes he hath made himſelfe a ſtirrop-holder , or 
foot boy, for the ſeruice of a di{dainfull prince, to garne 


this trayne which now attendeth him; you then of 6 
AN 2us 
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haue more pitty of his petſon, then enuy of hisFortune. 
An ancient Courtier beingasked , how he had growne 
$104; 1, 01d in court, did not he an{were ; By receyuing 1nryes 
d iraczz, euery day with thanks ? Iniurias accipicnds, & gratias a- 
gendo. Many men fatten with difgraces , as Faythful 
dogs with baſtonado's. Behold how Courters partici- 
ate with Penitentes in paynes , and not in comforts. 
For Penitents, after many auſterityes, come to enioy 
with taſtfull contentment, the hearing of the word of 
God. A Courtier after a thouſand, and a thouſand mor- 
tifications ſhall not gaine oft-tymes , one good word 
from his prince. Penitents, after they had beene throu- 
ghly turmoyled,came to the ſtate of repoſe , & confiſt- 
once, but Courtiers- are alwayes vpon the wheele, not. 
finding a firme footing of conſtancy to fix themſelues 
on. The penitents came in the end co the participation 
of myſteryes; & Courtiers with all theyr miniſteryes of 
iniquity, do very ſeldome enter into the temple of Ho- 
ped honour, and it they do enter therein, they. find not 
the myſtery, which can ſatisfy all theyr appetites. 
Behold you not a rough pennance? behold you nota 
patience able to make Sayntes,yea Martyrs , if they did 
onely meaſure themſelues with the ell of torments? 
Gucuara, who had liued ina CloyHer,and a Court, found 
the pennance of religious men , was much ſweeter,then 
that of Courtiers. A religious man many times ſtayeth 
long in one houle , and buildeth at his good leyſure a 
litleneſt, to dy in the ſweetſmelling — of good 
life, and holy conuerſation: and it ſeemeth ( ſfayd he) 
the malediaion of Caiy, is falllen ypon Courtiers; for 
they are alwayes in the Countrey,as it rangers, & guery 
day chaunge Innes, and Hoſteryes . % 
A religious man obeyeth, but one onely. A _ 
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hath ſo many maiſters, as he hath paſſions , and preten- 

fions,which put his liberty into bondage; a good neuer 
to be eſtimated by a valuableprice. A Religious man 
maketh an account of his demeanure,to his | —_—— A 
courtier hath a thouſand comptrollers of his a&ions.So 
many partes, and members as the Eſtate of the King 
bath,areto him ſo many chaynes,ſo many obſeruances. 
He muſt (ſayth this Author )ſerue the King , waite on 
Fauourites, viſit Noble men, court Treaſurers, giue to 
doore-keepers, frugally endeare Auditors , entertayne 
Prouoſts, gayne harbingers, flatter pay-maiſters, do for 
his frends,diſſemble with his enemyes. Al which things 
infinitely exerciſe Obedience, and attra& enlpackabls 
lauery.1f a Courtier once do, what he can,he is a thou- 

fand tymes made todo, thathe would not ;and admit 

he be a fauorite of the Prince,he is a {laue to all the offi 

cers,and toall reſpe&s, and relatios, by which he holds 

his fortune,as if one ſhould hold a wolfe by the eares. 

A Religious man maketh a vow of pouerty ; ſuch a 
Courrtier there may be found , who without yow-ma- 
king , findeth himſelfe che moſt part of his tyme miſe- 
rably poore; great fortunes, yea thoſe who cary all at 
the end of their account, find themſelues hunger-ſtar- 
uen , and wretched. 

A poore Religions man at dinner-tyme findeth his 
napkin layd , and without taking of further care , the 
guifrs of God arriued, as ſeaſonably,as if Elias crow had 
brought them. Such a Courtier is foand, who oft times 
lodgeth in ſome crooked narow lane, he eateth on ſome 
hired table , lyeth on a borowed bed , and abidethin a 
chamber without doore,or portall,and at the end of all, 
comes an Hoſt , whoſurpriſeth him , when he hath no- 
thing to.content him ; then is Þis afflition greaterto 
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diſcouer his pouerty, the to feele it; leſſe it grieueth him 
to be miſerable;then to haue a witneſſe of his wretched. 
nes. Such a one; hath-been ſeene, poſſeſſed of aboue. 2000 
Ducats of yearely rent, who neyther had bread, fewel, 
ſpit,nor kettle in his houſe , but every day a regiſter rea- 
r of Great mens boards, where he might go to beg a 
dinner-what beggery is this? Guenara addeth allo to this 
ſpecious pouerty of a courtier, that groomes robbe him, 
Caters bring in falſ-reckonings, Buftonz 1importune 
him , Ladyes.of court vnplume 5h othzr women leſle 
honeſt, filch from him ; when euery one beholderh him . 
vnfeathered , they haſten to pull the plumes of his win- 
ges, & if his winges fayle him , he no more ſhall haue 
£.-1ends,nor ſuccour . - 

A religious man hauing made a vow of Chaſtity, 
hath very great , and vndoubred meanes to obſerue it, 
prouided by his rule; the Chaſtity ofa courtier 15 alwais 
in ſnares, and combats ; his battayles are perpetuall ; 
tſs victoryes moſt rare, the obligation notwithſtanding 
of continency , ſticks vpon him , and his tranſgreſfions 
relerued to Gods vengeance. A religious man, watcheth 
For the ſeruice of God, and notwithſtanding hath his 

Yeaſon of watching, repaſt, and ſtudy , all diſtributed 
with a prudent Oeconomy: the Courtier hath neyther re- 
pole ,nor repaſt certayne, for the ſeruice of the world . 
He dineth when it plcaſeth his Alexander; and his leep 
15 30 more his owne, then his liberty , of which he 1s 
deſpoyled before he goto bed, a thing notwithſtanding 
{o pretious that whotocuer weltknoweth the price ther- 
of,, would nor lend'it out; though he had the whole 

, world fora pledge. A religious man makethr voluntary 
.ab{tinencyes, with merit, and conſolation. Your Cour- 
«#1er fafteth oftener thenihe would, with demerit, with- 
out comfort . TS . Briefly 


Briefly. a religious man weareth hayrecloath , and 
the courtier thornes, & cares, which neuer forſake him. 
A religious Recluſe, hath (as it were) no body to pleaſe, 
buthunſelfe. A courtier, whoendeauoureth to content 
all, many tymes ſatisfyeth no man : if he hold his peace, 
he 15 a Lourdane;if he ſpeake, he 1s a Babler;if he nd 
hes prodigall ;if a good husband, couetous ; ifhe ſtay 
in his lodging , heis an _— ;if he make many vi- 
fits, hexs a buſy body ; if he be brauely attended, they 
fay he1s a foole; if he eate alone, he 15 miſerable; .In 
tine , this great Courtier Gxenara , after he had repre- 
ſented the faſhion of the tyme, and diſpoſition of the 
Court moſt liuely,draweth this cocluhon. That the hife 
of Court is nota life, rather a publike pennance: And 
that we ought not to_.call Courtiers, living men, but 
interred aliue, becauſe they dye, as often, as they yn- 
derſtand , that another 15 morein fauour of the tymes, 
then themſclues. | | 
Iudge then vpon all this , which I haue heere dif- 
courſed, whether. one ought to fortify himſelfeſo much 
the more, with vertue , and courage , by how -much he 
' beholdeth himſelfe expoſed to great, & perpetualoccaſi- 
ons, eyther of {in,or miſery? Whether the courtier haue 
leſie obligation to yertue, then the religious, {ince he ſe- 
eth himfclfe at all turnes 1n greater, and more euident 
poet's ? Tudge ,if this be a Hur of Almighty God , to 
haue a ſubicct of pennance,and a fayre feild to exerciſe 
patiznce,as Courtiers heerin are made happy : and how 
many palmes they might reape, if they would add the 
application of ſpirit, | an, of intention, and ſpiritu- 
al direction to the exerciſes of their profeſſion. Through 
the want of theſe vertues, thinking to gayneall , they 
looſe all, merit eſcapes them , and all their life , the bad 
745 Yn 
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theefes Croſſe abideth with them. And that which is 
moſt deplorable, is, that they adore their puniſhments, 
and like the tribe of Z abuloz, of whome the Scripture 

ſpeaketh, they ſuckein the water of the ſea, as milke ; & 
all mona, ſeemes ſweet as ſuger,to their depraued 
taſtes. 


_—_—— 
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Motime X. Acknovvyledgement, or 
Gratitude. 


Ke) > A Dd Noble men, & worldly Great ones, no 

\f| 1G other ſpur to excite them to perfeFion, but 

the acknowledgment, of ſo many benefits 

5=>V== which they haue receyued from the liberall 

hand of God; it were alwayes a potent motiue to a hart 

d i generous, who. feareth ingratitude, more then 
eath. 

It is not without myſtery, that God in the fayre be- 
ginning of the worldes creation , of twelue Names 
attributed vnto him , he taketh that of E/owr, deriued 
from an Hebrew word ,{ignifyingrozye, and oblige, ma- 
king himſelfe at the yery firſt, knowne to man, euen in 
the worldes. Infancy , vnder the title. of Oblizing; to 
teach him, that he 15 borne ams6g benehts, rhe acknow- 
ledgment of which ſhould becomenaturall rohim. That 
great man Philo the Iew, in the booke he hath entitled 
Notes plagt , figureth-nto.ys a-certayne tradition of the 
Sages of his nation, to-wit, that God the creator , after 
he had framed the world as a Scucheon of his Nobility, 
2a contracted Table of his titles, a mirror of his great- 


neſſe and wiſdome, demaunded of the Prophets, or the 
Angels, 
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Angels , aflifting his glory, what they thought of this 
worke; and that one among them, wy #s he Pad tighly 
commended the archite&ure of this goodly Vniuerſe, 
ſayth freely, that he alſo therein yet required a Perfe- 
&ion,to fixe a (cale vpon fo many braue, and rich in- 
uentios. Whatis1t / Gon the eternall Father?) I would 
deſyre a ſtrong voyce, powerfull, harmonious , which 
borne ypon the winges of the winds and cloudes, y- 
pon the chariot of the ayre, ſhould repleniſh all the par- 
tes of the world, and inceſſantly Fccho forth night, and 
day in prayſes,and thanks-giuing for your incompara=- 
ble benefits . WER 
Verily a zoodly inu2ntion,and worthy of an Ange- 
lical ſpirit, yet notwithſtanding God hath ſufficiently 
rouided for this defeR: for framing the world , as a 
on clock, hs hath proportionably gmen to man , the 
ranke which chisceleſtiall ſpirirſeemed torequire, And 
that it ſhould not be othzrwiſe then fo, the Fm whezle 
of this great clock of the world,is the Primum mobile,the 
continuall motion, theſecret influences of Antipathyes, 
and Sympathyes , which are at it were ) hidden in the 
bowels of nature. The hand thereof, is this goodly, and 
beautifull embowed frertizing of the heauenly Orbes, 
which we behold with our eyes. The twelue fignes are 
(as it were the diſtin:tions of the twelue howers of the 
day. The Sunne exerciſeth the office of the ſteele, and 
Gnomon, to poynt out tyme ,and1n it's abſence the 
moone. The linkeds , and ſtarres contribute therto theyr 
luſtrous brightneſſe. The fea, the azure of his waues, for 
ornament. The carth ſernes for counterpoyſe. The ſtony 
quarreys,thz mzttals, and the plants, for an Embleme to 
excerciſe the wiſeſt , in--the knowledge of- this ,great 
workeman.The liuing creatures axe che ſmall Chimes, 
L 3, and. 
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and manis the greatclock , which is to ſtrike the how- 
ers, and render thankes to the Creafor. | 
. This, acknowledgment is dew to God, incidently 
from all men, and the fayling heerein 15 greatly puni- 
{hable,for 2. Reaſons. The firſt is , that God hath with 
his finger engrauen it in the nature of the worid. The ſe- 
cond, that he extraordinarily recommended it, in the 
new,and old Law . 
As concerning , what toucheth the law of nature; - 
Benefits, are the winges of loue, more {wifft then tem- 
eſts; they ouertake birds in theyr flight. We behold in 
Plin. . 10, biſtory, where on one ſidea Stork commeth to caſt a 
© Fe retious ſtone, in the boſome of a mayd, which had hea. 
| i; her of a wound,and on the other an Egle, thatſeing 
. fElien. l.& the body of ayoung woman burned, which had fed , & 
expe3 cheriſhedher, caſt herſelfe with alacrity into the flames 
of her enkindled pyle. Good turnes, are golden nets, 
which catch the ſwifteſt gliding fiſhes; we finde the 
prooffe hereof, when the Dolphins aſlembled in troupes 
vpon the ſea ſhore , where they celebrated the Obſc- 
quyes of one cailed Ceranus, who had before freed them 
rom the ſnares of the fiſhermen. Benefics are ſharpe 
poynted arrowes, which throughly penetrate the har- 
tes of Tigers, & Lyons; we find it in the hiſtory of Mu 
drodus, who becauſe he had pulled a thorne out of a 
lyons foote, madea beaſt of feruice of him,and led him 
through all the citty of Rozze, gentle and mecke, as a 
lambe. O what a ſtrong birdlyme,is a benefit! all g2ne- 
' Tous birdes are taken with it, there 15 none , but ſome 
certayne il] conditioned Owles, which eſcape, and 
dunge vpon them . ; 
Noble men, will you thinke you do too much, if you 
ſhould acknowleds the benefits of your Creator, fince 
DOT * he 8 


beaſts the moſt ſauage , recompence good turnes re- 
ceyued from ſlaues,and forgetting their nature, cannot 


but remember a benefit, though/ſmal? /zterroga inmenta; 


& docebunt te ,g+ volatilia agri,ef indicabunt tibi. Aononuit 
bos poſſeſſorem ſunm, CF aſinus preſepe domini ſui , Iſrael au= 
tem non me cornoutt 7 

As for the written Law, what vertue1s:more often 
recommended, then Gratitude, and thankful acknow- 
ledgment?God giueth not any benefits, without prepa- 
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ring monuments.If he deliuer — out of Egipt;a 


tambe of paſſage, vnder the title o 
fered foreuer ; If he gtue mana, a pot thereof 15 referued 
in the tabernacle; it he worke wonders, wit cMoyſes 
rod,it is preſerued, for an eternall memory. Gratitude is 
the key of the land — with muke, and hony.'In- 
gratitude 15a channel of all the plagues of theauen, 
which powre downe vpon rebellious , and contumas- 
cious heads. 
E1t not very remarkable, that the Iſraelites, were 
more carefull to carry with them into the deſerts: tim+ 
brels to praiſe God with, thenarmes to defend them« 
ſelnes? Prayſes go before Curtelaxes, and al warlike en- 
gines. Exaltationes Dei in gutture corum , & gladij ancipites 
i 2manibus corum: The Captayns of the valorous Debora, 
are for the ſame cauſe termed 1n {cripture, Notaryes, be- 
cauſe they went into the warres with pen, andſ{word. 
The ſword to fight with, & the pen to write the prayſes 
of God. If you demaund of Rnpertis, why in Genelts, 
whenallcreaturesare ſpoken'of, there1s not one word 
of the Shpere of fyre? He will an{were you, tharfyre be+ 
cauſe of his barren vnfruitfulneſſe, is theſymbole of in- 
gratitude, and for that-purpoſe, it is not- once mentio- 
. nedin the place, where queſtion was made of the facr:- 


gratitude,is to beof- : 


Pſal, 149; 


Rupert. in 
Ge neſ, 


fice 


is 
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fice of acknowledgment, If you aske of S. Chryſoftome, 
why God comming to giuea law to his people , appea- 
red amongſt bryers, and thornes,he will tel you, 1t was 
to ſhew to this yngratefull people , the deformity of 
| theyr ingratitude , fignifyed by thoſe thorny plants. S. 
Amb. 1.6, Ambroſe ikewiſe obferueth ,it was the proutdence of 
bexem.ce4 heauen, togiueyoung 'Toby , an Azpge/l,and a Dog, for 
companions of his yoyage. The angell to do him good 
offices, and the Dog, who is moſt ſenſibly mindfull, rg 
cauſe him to remember a benefit. 

See you not the World, and the Law are extended,8& 
ynited, one in his.creatures, and the otherin all his pre- 
cepts,to impreſſe gratitude 1n our hartes ? One of the 
ancients ſayd, that to dy vngrateful,was the moſt infa- 
mous death, might be imagined: would you then (No- 
bles )baue your bodyes buryed in Churches, in places 
moſt eminent, and conſpicuous, yetſ{pare not to maks 

ingratitude a ſepulcher Par your ſoules ? 

Add hereunto preſently a conſideration, well wor- 
thy tobe pondered ,thatby how much the benefits, you 
hauereceed from the liberall hand of allmighty God, 
are great,and glorious;fo much the more 1s it a hideous 
thing to repay themin the coyne of Ingratitude. Fol- 

low the footſteps of the oracle of Doors,sS. Auguitine, 
purſue the practiſe, which he vſed, to enflame himſelte 
to gratefull acknowledgments . 

Go yee = the brinke of Azyſſes, and ſpeake to no- 
thing, which is not at all,nor euer was,nor euer ſhall be. 
Caſt vp your age.,and demaund of it, where were you 
ſo.many yeares? It will reply to your bart with dumbe 
wordes,and tell you , that you haue beene ſuch, as it 1s. 
And what haue you done to God, to beat this tyme, 

_ that which it.15.not? "2 fatter atineny 


Take 


Motiue X., [\ Acknowledgmitt;or Gratitude, %g 


 Takeinto your handa Djamond; It will tellyou, it 
hath eflentiall Bein g with you, but it liueth not; & what 
haue you done to God, to haue life aboue the ſame? 
Go to Cedars and Palme-trees,and you hall ynderſtand, 
they hauelife , common with you: but you ſenſe aboue. 
them. Vader what title was 1t dew to you ? with what 
money did you putchaſeitf Go to Eagles, and Lyons,8& 
they will tel you, they haue Senſe , common with you , 
bur you haue Reaſon, an incomparable good. aboue. 
them : You haue Indgment, Memory , Vnderſtanding, 
Freewill ; You are men, and they are beafts What haue 
your done to God to be made man ? to be a reaſonable 
creature, capable of an infinite good ? What haue you 
done before your Being,to be that, which you are? what 
ſacrifice haue you preſented, being as then in Nothing , 
to be borne into the world ſupereminently ; prelated 
aboueall thecreatures of the world ? 

Well , admit you had deferued your Being ? Where 
haue you merited , your well-Zeing ? Say you had me- 
rited to be men , where haue you deſerued to be Chri- 
fians ? to be ſeleted by the hand of God from ſo many 
infinite nations, hab daily people Hell? To be waſhed 
with the bloud of his ſonne , to be regenerated by the 
waters of Baptiſme, to be imprefſed with his owne 
ſtampe,to be Copied with his grace, ſupported with 
his merits , enlightened with his knowledge , protected. 
vnder his winges, and ſhelter of his Angels, to haue all 
the meanes, and opportunity to begin in the world, a 
celeſtial life, and afterward to raigne in heauen for. 
euer,and there toremayne abſorpt,in an ocean of plea- 
ſures,and felicityes? At what price haue you bought all 
that? Are you nota jadiſh Moyle,to ſuck ſuch a teate, 8 
then to kick with your heeles ? 


M Bue 
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- Butyouſay,itis common to you with all Chriſtians. 
Ianſwere the ſunne is no lefle to you, for that it lighterh 
the eyes of a piſmzare. Burt behold what perſonally tou- 
cheth you, and that which you cannet forget, withayt 
diſloyall Ingratitude . 

Nature hath caſt all men in one, & the ſame mould, 
al are equall according to birth,all equall in death Who 
vieth to meaſure with the ſame ell, Linſey-woolley, and 
cloth of Tiſſue? Burt what inequallity 1s therein the con- 
_ ditions of life ? It ſeemeth when the courſe of ech mans 
eſtate, and fortune 1s well conſidered, that there 1s more 
difference, berween man, and man, then between man, 
 andbeaſt. _. | 

How many creatures are borne euer in the f:tters 
of miſerable ſeruitude, and ſalute Life firſt , with a yoke 
on their nzcke ?and behold you are not only borne free 
but Noble, but Great, but Eminent ; you come into the 
world , like D;zadurmes:ss , with a diademe of honour on 
your forehead. | 4 

How many behold you , borne with very great dif- 
proportts of body, with bunched backs, crookedneſles, 
maladies, deformityes, which they are enforced to cary 
with them from their mothers wombe,, to their graue? 
And behold you are borne, with a body well compoſed, 
that Nature hath framed to (erue,, as a Cabinet for the 
ſoule, which God would lodge therin. 

How many ſtupid, roll ſpirits, and obſcure , vn- 
1oynted indgments, irregular braynes are there in the 
world ?Andyer God hath giuen to you a ſpirit capahle 
of all kind of lights, knowledges, a iudgment well gron- 
ded , a faythfull memory, and all the moucables of a 
fayreſoule . How many children come into the world, 
as little abortiues, & are afterward left without inſtru- 

| &10n, 
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ion, guide, or condud, as lees, and dre 


gges of an! 6 


creatures of the earth ? And behold how all t ings coo-. 


perate toyour Education. 
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How many millions of mortalls,dayly difſolue into 
pouerty , ina wretched , and needy life ,in extreme mi-, ' 
{eryes , which maketh them feed ypon gall , and every 
day drench part of their life in teares ? And behold you. 
are borne1n great patrimonyes,infinite riches, large re= 
uenewes ; behold not only men, and beaſts, bur all the 
elements alſo are kept in breath to contribute to your 
ſcruices, your magniticence, your felicityes , your de 


lights . 


How many are at the foote of the wheele tram 
on,and oppreſſ:d ynder the tyranny ofmen , many ti- 
mes morecruell, then- wild,and ſauage beaſts?8& wi 

ou are loſt,on the top of the wheele, behol 


| vled 
old 


d you are Y- 
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pon the higheſt ſpheres of Honour , feared of your ene- 
myes, cheriſhed by your equals, adored by your infe- 
riors;doth this ſeeme nothing to you ? Or if1t do ſeeme 
fitto you,to caſt it inthe line-of account, tell me 1f you 
haue it from your ſelues ? Tell me, if you were before 
your Being, ableto merit all theſe fauours frs heauen ? 
Take now the ballance your fſelfe, and iudge, if it be 
not-z looſe, and barbarous Ingratitude ,'to ſteale the bl- 
uer, and gold of God, to make 1dols to Baal,'to light 
your lampe,at the A/tars fyre of the omripoter, to make 
pillage'afterward of his Temple, to take bread from the 
maiſter of the houſe his hand, and to ſtab him with the 
other? Andthisis it , which you do, when you wholy 
abuſc all the guifts of heaven, inimpiery, iniuſtice, am- 
bition,luſt;enuy, rage,in a brutiſh,and ſtinking life. This 
i51t, which bringeth aſtoniſhment euen to the gates of 
cauſerh-the heauenly Father toſpeake theſe 


heauen,and 
,; '-- oe 
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Kier. nw. lamentable words of Hieremy. 9uid eft quod dilettus meus 
in domo mea fecit ſcelera multa ? Haue I then ( O my belo- 
ued )lodged thee in my Temple, haueI nouriſhed, and 
bred thee from thy cradle with a _ hand, to be- 
tray myne honor,and defyle theglory of my Altars? See 
you not,that in doing this, you weaue the threed of e- 
ternall ruine? Weigh ſeriouſly ( O Noble men ) what 
you are, what you can, what you haue beene, what you 
are worth,and in good tyme take hold of this Maxime, 
not to deſyre to be,nor to be able,not to poſleſſe, not to 
be worthy , but for him,to who you owe al your Being. 


. 
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3 N what fide ſoener I turne me O you Great 
{ on2s ) Ifind motiues for you 1n euery place, 
* of duty,{purres of honour,and ineuitable 0- 
$ | 


| bl:gations of vertue.Behold one of the moſt 
principall,eo wit, Example? Yeatheexampleof Great | 
men, is one of the moſt potetcharmes, as well for good, 
as 11], that may poflibly be found 1n nature. See you not, 
how the ſpirit of lyes, who keepes an open ſhop of all 
wyles , and actiue pliantneſſe, hath not found in all hell, 
an engine hetter able to ingulph mankind in a thouſad 
lamentable confufions, then to ſet before him the-bad 
example of great ones, who by cunning ſleyght,and. ty- 
| Tanny came to that heyght, as to,cauſe themſelues to be 
accounted , as Gods? Sathan hauing ſet them ypon the 
Aultar , puts himfelfe into the oielien of theyr har- 
tes: for comming to ſhew to theſe blind Idolaters , an 
adulterous Lupiter,an vaghaſt Venus,a bloudy Mars, he 
| £ "= then 
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then whiſpers in their eares, The God whs you adore, 
and for whom you ered Temples and Auttars hath done 
chis,and that, and ace you better then he, not to do the 
ſame ? | 

Depraued Nature ! Which no ſooner hath Being, 
but that concupiſcence entreth therinto, being allready 
vehemently tranſported into exorbitancy , by generall 
inclination, & comming afterward to feele the twind 
of this ſo alluring example, in thofe who were not oaly 
eſteemed Great , but Gods immortall , ran to miſchiefs 
with full ſpeed , ereted Tropheyes of its owne- diſho- 
nour,and coueredits yicers with a golden veyle. 

The great Wit 1ulius Firmicus, hath excellently well 


lul. Firms 


obſerued this reaſon in the booke, he compoſed of the 407w0 


0 2 rea religions. Adulterio deledlatar aliquis? Relig 


Touem reſpicit, & inde cupiditatis ſua fomentatonguiritipro- 
bat , imitatur, & laudat , quod Deus ſum in Cignsfallit , n 
Tauro rapit, ludit in Satyro . Is man an Adulterer ? he' ca- 
ſeth his eye vpon 1zpiter,and draweth from the Idoll of 
his falſe God, the enkindling tinder of his-luſt. He-a 
roueth, he imitateth, he prayſeth his :God , bociends/he 
Crock a ſimple credulous mayde in the figure of a 
ſwan,rauiſhethanother 1n the forme of a bull, and af- 
terward in another encounter , perſonateth the' ſhape 
ofa Satyre. 5 i 
What mey one propoſe more of the force, and ty- 
ranny of Example, then to ſay with S. Augu#tin:Not on- 
ly the vicious purſue vicein full ſpeed, whichleades'the 
- waygbuteuen thoſe, which haue yer the filletof ſhame- 
faſtneſſe vpon theyr browes , ſuffer themfelues haſtily 
torunne , after the torrent of Examples, & ſuppoſe vo 
haue.aparttoninthefortune ofGreatmen , when they 
- hauea ſhare they vices. Auidigbam eos-cantantes flagitia 
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ſua,gr tantd gloriantes mages ,quantomagy tarpes eſſent;es- li- 
bebat facere, non folum libidine fatti, verum ctiam laudt: fin- 
gebans pe feciſſe, quod non feceram , ne viderer abiettior, quo 
eram innocenttor ; & ne vilior haberer , quia eram ca#tior. 1 
heard my companions , who boaſted theyr wicked- 
neſle,,. making themſelues ſo much the more glorious, 
by how much they were more beaſtly , and diſhoneſt. 
And needes would Ido , as they , not ſo much through 
appetite of doing i1ll,as for complacence to be applauded 
£1 i]. It often hath happened to me, to counterfayte the 
.3ll, which Lhad not done , doubting to be innocent, for 
feare of being reputed a man of no worth, and loth to 
beeſteemed chaſt,leaſt Chaſticy ſhould make me con- 
temned by the world. | 
_ ..Behold'{ O Noble men) what power Example exer- 
_ciſeth ypon.the.harcs of men ! Blame none but your 
ſelues, if you make not a new world, that you. baniſh 
not yice from theearth, and makea golden age returne 
,agayne. God hath _ you ypon the higheſt ſteps of 
.greatnefſe;and cauſeth:you;firit of all to ſee the ſtorme, 
-andcalme.God hath planted you with his hand, as ſtar- 
.res in this gaodly.hrmament of honour ; vpon your in- 
fluences depend all the courſe of this inferior world. If 
they be good; they bring health, ſollace, and life 1nto the 
whole world. If they be bad, they fling peſtilence ; and 
poyſon into all the elements. The people, are as theſea, 
and you are the windes, which rayſe, or depreſſe them, 
-When you pleaſe: The people are like the Polypc, who 
.chaungeth 'colour, according 'to the (> of ob- 


iets:and you are: the rocks, to which he is tyed with a 
- long chayne of ſeruitude , you:take theyr liberty, and 
gmuethem colour. ThEpeople is as Tuy,which creepeth, 
and clingeth according to.his ſupport; youare the Col- 


Moniue X I: | Bxample. © 9% 
loſſuſſes, and walles, which vnderprop it. The people 
hath a hart of waxe, and clay , and you are the maiſter- 
potters,to giue what proportion you pleaſe. Facere'yetR. 
cives ſuos, Prinreps optinues faciendo docet y eumg, fit imperio'Y eleing 
mximn, exemplo maior e#. A good Prince ſheweth the 
way of doing well to his ſubie&s, in well doing himfelfe, 

& though he be great by the title of power, he is much 
greater,and more potent by the force of Example. 

Hereupon I leaue you to indge, the great offence 
you commit , when by ill E ainipls: you make Vice to 
paſſe for law; Vice, which would haue no force, nor yi- 
gour atall,if you d1d not giue armes, and weapons into 
it's hand to ſack, and ſubwgate all the world . | 

Firſt, you commit a great ſacriledge, abufing the au- 
thority, which 1s a ray of the omniporency of God, 1im- 
preſſed on your foreheads to enlighten, and ſweetly en- 
cline your 1nfriors to duty,and you'make boaſt; as if ir 
came, fr6 your ſelnes.Thgeues that you ate, of the trea-' 
ſure of God , you hauerifeled the chiefe of his coffers, 
which is that abfolute power, by which he is God z you 
haue taken from thencea pearle which himſelfe afters 
wards hath configned into your hands, which himſelfe 
hath fixed vpon your head , togine you (as it were) a 
participation of his owneeſſence ,and you vnworthily 
retayne it, without making it tributary to it's Creator. 

ui de bono tuo oloriam libi quarit ,o non tibi querit, hic fur 
ef, & latro. My God, it is true, that he who feeketh his 
owne glory from your ornaments, 1s a very theefe,and 
a robber; who endeuoring to filch Gods Honor from 
him, ſtzaleth Paradiſe from himſelfe.What ſacritedge 
(Ipray )can you thinke comparable to this? Szcondly 
what indigmty is 1t,to do that, which the ill example of 
great ones operateth, to put vice into grace, and yertue 
10t0 
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into negleft ? Thinke you not , if proofe be made ynto 
you , it 15 the worke of CAntichriit, that will ſuffice, to 
make you deteſt it? And what will Aztichriſt do? To 
what will he bend, and diſpoſe all the finewes , & arte- 
ryes of his power, but toſet vice on the Altar, and you 
will before hand prepare a way for him? All that which 
Ieſus Chrifl hath Bad, and done; all that which he hath. 
fwert for, all that he endeauored, all that he hath wept,, 
all that he hath bled,he hath done to blot out, and ex- 
tinguiſh with workes, with wordes, with ſweat, with 
tears,with bloud, the worke of fin. And you ( forſooth ) 
will againe ere& ſtatues ? If fin coming from you, were 
eſteemed as finne, it would always be vnreaſonable, but 
leſſedigerous. But now it happeneth not to be ſo repu- 
ted: Deſinunt eſſe probri loco, purpurata flagitia . The finnes, 
which ina.meane fortune would be thought ſins, when 
they aredreiſed yp with a diademe, or coucred with a 
ſcarlet cloke, become the vertues of the tymes, which is 
a thing moſt abhominable. And by your 1] example, you 
arethe cauſe of this illuſion of mankind, which foldech 
vice for-yertae, and crime for trophey. Obſerue what 
uniſhmenta falſe Coyner deſerueth. Aduiſe with your 
K1fe,if Idolatry be the firſt, and chiefe of all ſinnes, 
what would he merit, who ſhould not only be an Ido- 
later, but the Author,and inuentor of an new Idolatry? 
And badexample doth it. When you (O noble men ) 
degenerate, you imprefle fin with the ſtampe of vertue, 
you place it vpon the Aultar , you are the cauſe, that a 
thouſand,& a thouſand preſent oblatios toit;you make 
a ſtable for horſes of the Temple of Honour, & you be- 


Lal. Fir, 29g by the world eſteemed , as little Gods , 1mploy alt. 
ibid. vb, this reputation to deſtroy the honour of the true God , 
Jupre: through the example of your wicked life. Canum de ce- 
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lofacttis, errentes animas per ebrugte pr ecipitia cindals ca-: 
lamitate ducitts, cum rams pore. 4 ulent tht; facinaturs: 
wians fc Deorum:wanity 746 exempls i Theld ace allp the 
words: of [alias Firtwicuws» What 1ngratitude will make : 
heauen bluſh, and:the.carth tothake, ifnot this ? If you: 
well weig h this conſideration, it will never eſcape yan; 
to doan at of ll Example; or if paſſienſhould happen 
ro be exorbitant , at leaſt you ſhouldimitare; that Bird-; 
which by Antiquity was 'called (Iuſt) becauſe ſhe hid 
her excrements which-ſheknew to be very pernicious, 
for feare itſhould infe& men;ſo you rather thould-bury 
your:iltdoportments in.nighe ; & ob{eurity,then —_ 
them to publike view, For the third reaſon, eenkider 
what wickednelle itis to thruſt the knife in che throate, 
not only of a multitude, chatadare,your Fortune, and 

loryeth in the imitation-of yaur-vices, hudalfd to pol> 

uteall poſterity, with the authority of your.Crymes 2 
_Admonetsr omnis 4tas fiert poſie,quod aliquande fattum eH, 
exem)la fiunt, que tam eſſe facinora deHiterunt , layth the e- 
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loquent Cypriaz , ſicut eramentum 4rucinat mquitia.Y ous Gyr. af: 
ſinne is ikeruſt which cleaueth cloſe to all yoaurſucgel: Dong, gif. 


ſors , and bow much the greater you are;,'fo much the 
more precipitation, and makice it hath. | 

Say not,you are perſonally culpable, andna more; 
that you are got to ami were to:God, neyther forthelins 
of choſe, that live with you, nor thoſe that tome after 


you. Which is ſo muchotherwiſs,that the Scripture oc- Exod.ut2 | 


dayneth, whoſocuer ſhall open a comon eifterne, with- 
ont ſhutung it agayne , ifithappen;thatcattlefall cher- 
in, he was bound to repayre-this loſle.] Your brother, 
doth he not more neerely; approach to God;then a bul- 
locke, or a horſe ?.you haue opened tohim the gulfe of 
ſcandal, and Dt 
EY 2 x29 
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you \ſhall giue an zceompt to'God for a foule redeemed 

with rheprice of his bloud,” ol ou ns 
- : Although you hauecaufed!, but one fmall fparke 
Exod, 12, of fire to'fly;if it happen to blaſt, and burne the fruitfull 
fieldes, and deſtroy the-corne of your neighbour, you 
afe bound -bythelaw; to make the poſſetior ſatisfa&tis. * 
A:flaſhing ſparkle of concupicence-, which proceedeth 
fromiyvur eyes;and afterwards enkindleth a greatfyre 
of vices and calamityes, ſhall be1mputed vnto you. in 
theday of iudgement;:And what fatisfation for. fuch 
domage? Burton the'contrary {-O- Noble men) when 
youwferioully /imbrace vertue';} you ramth ; and. appeaſe 
the moſt ſauageſpiriesby'y'out authority. Nothing refs 
ſteth this {weer violence. Goodnes borne 1n. the Charior 
of greatneſſe, hath(dartesfo ſharpe , and flaming, that 
they maakeieden theflmri(tones to melt. The preſent ty- 
mes1nuite-you, the moſt diftanvadmure- you ,all poſtes 
rity bleſſach you ,& God moſt gloriouſly crowneth you: 
-- It isfayd , when the Rainbow 1n heauen'bowethhis 
Fli.114; Crooked hornes diretlyvponithe flowers, heimparteth 
ei4'-- tothem a moſtceleſtiall 6dow!'y which, infinitely: Ten: 
ueth theyr kind. God hath fixed yow 1n«the ſphere.of 
oreatneſſe,as heauenly Avkes,you know from whence 
hz hath extracted you; and that nootherwiſe, then the 
raitbowinheauen; you are buta petty vapor:, but this 
funne hah gnilded/you; enrichod/you;, enameled/you 
. 7. avithſo:manyperfettions,thatiuſtly: we may call you 
-che chitdren of Admiration. Be you 'then to: mankind 
-that,\whichthe:Rainbow iis to plantes., :Jeaue-toit'the 
.odourot aigodbd conuerfatis,which may:becomenmatu- 
-fall,you thallreapeheere' below true;;and foltd glory, 
-contentments foraſtfull., thart.a man may. more <aſily 
Feokethem, then expceſle ehem; and in heauen your r- 
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inthe geeps -obſcurity of Infidelity, were not able to 
- ſhut theyr.gyes againſt this Verity. _. .- 
.'-/- There is ho ſouls inthe-world,, ſobarren, whichby 
forceiof the light of nature, conceyugth. not, that if 
there be egrtayne rayes , or refle&ions of yertue,, ſowed 
intheactions of men, theſame ought to. be in God, as 
4n theyrifource,with a radiant luſtre of {ypereminence. 
-wherefore? Becauſe,as Dyopy/ins wArgopeyitalayth inthe py 
book of diuine attributes ,#%% is: mdvrar tie, Gaius a STEAL diuis won, 
Thefss ;which hath. but one word, for exprefſion., but 
this drawctha long withat,, allEſlences, Verityes, and 
Perfe&ions And for the.ſame cauſe 8. Augu#inecal- 
Jeth this ſoueraigne Maieſty, Bonum,ommis boni . Now (6 
itis, that we. behold to ſhine 19. men , though otherwiſe 
ery imperfe&,certayne traces,or draughtes of Iuſtice, ,, _- . 
and we.obſ&rue, that they are nary addicted to the Tris, 1, g, 
loue of this. yertug , were it not that. aſton, maketh &%@ 
them be-lye theys harts , & betray theyr owne nature; 
we muſt then neceſſarily conclude , that Tuſtice is in 
God,as water the fountayns, lings in the Canter, and 
url N 2 beares 
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beames in thefunne.Tuſtice and Mercy, are the two ar] 
. mes of God , which imbrace, beare , and goutrne the 
whole world;they are the two engines of the great Ay- 
chimedes, Which make heauen deſcend ypon earth ;and 
earth mount to heauen. Itis the baſe, and treble-ſtring 
of this great Lute of hzaue , which make all the harmo- 
nyes ata honyes of thts: V ninerſe.... 
A any LELAK IEA fuftice./Phe divine EC- 
ſence holdeth thzſe two perfetions,as the two ſcales of 
the ballance, alwayes equally poyfed. Tadge hereupon 
( O Noble men)if the farors, and-mercyes of God-are o 
erhincer with you;what parcſhallIuſtice have amongſt 
70U Ep RN 
: Dauid, who had felt theſconrges , cryed ont-, as'ima 
P[am,39. L won fy: Duir Bait Doreld, . Hs She VIPE AY 
| cepe extaly: Vu!s REurt PIESSHT IM TY 4 PWR", ANt Dt 1I0RBDPE. 
110 tram thin dinumerare! Oli miry God; who canbe able 
,to know the force of thy anger Who can be:able1ca- 
'mongftlo many 0 pre cprremme AnparePs rore- 
count the effe&s of thy indignation! True it is ,thy1m- 
 Ricedoth moſt extraordinarily appeare,-on- the rebel- 
* = Jipus heads of finners , but eſpet1ally-vpon the Grexr 
© ones of the earth. Theſe wordes, of: the Wiſeman are 
Fetrible,to any that will maturely conſider them :'Hor- 
Gp. 6: rende, > cith apparebit obis , quotiamindicium dariſcimum 
bys,gutpreſunt fer. Exiguo enmt concediturmiſericordia; po- 
rentes ater poteuter torments patient ; 9 enins ſubtrahet 
perſonam cninfquam Drus , nec verebitur maguitudinen 
_ ruinſquam. You, who hold the higheſt place amongſt 
,, . Meg, and lius wthontfeare, orreſpet.of that Maieſty, 
_ whichhath'conftidited yon; where you arc;:know:Gol 
'will viſit you; and appearerorysn with ſpeed. and/ hore 
rour. A moſt rigorous tidgment ſhall be exccured- on 
"thoſe, who cotatttaund over others; Meroy is\for zjioin- 
nh © Ws 
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ferior,and humble. But if you perſeuere in your w icked 
life, vs being potent, you-thall powerfully be ror men- 
ted: God is not a-man xofooth you; to diftinguiſh- your 
perſons, and treat with you, with obſernance of your 
qualityes. Beware. The reaſons, why the chaſtiſe ment 
of Great mett ſhall be moſt ſeuere, are cleate, and'ent- 
dent, theprincipall whereof LE wil brieffly heere pro- 
duce . | 

Firſt, by how much the more a finne 1s committed 
withexat knowledg of good, & 1] ;fo much the more 
puniſhableisis, becauſe it-participateth the more'of the 
vyenome of malice. Izhorace vnto many ts pattof theyr 
ſanAQity,others with ope eyes runne headlong to ruine. 
Now, tt cannot bedenyed, but thatgreat men ordinanl 
deing endowed with good fpitits; capable iudgmenr, 8 
malt happy: memoryes, and they inftruted'by{o riany 
Dottors'; bor (peaking, and dambe , ſhould not hane 
much/ more light, and knowledge, then the' ordinary 
ſortof men. Behold-, why degenerating, it cannot be 
choſen; but they muſt breake a thouſand bonds, that 
held them:1nthayPducy, blunta thouſand ſharpe poyn-» 
res,1 thouſand mfÞþirations'from heauen, that Fodliagly 
rouch theyr conſcience, the which cinot be done, with- 
outgreat,& determinate malice ; which rendrethrheyr 
finne the mareenormous, arid'theyr head the more pa- 
niffableco 5 7071602 2h AE? man 5 Hens 

 Thisis the realonDewnes giue,touching the puniſh- 
ment of che'Angell Apoate. A ſtrange thing , that God 
commitig frofn Heauen ypon earth ; to- take: humane 
fleſh;odiftend his imperiall robe vpon' man, who'lay 
onadunghill drawing' him out, waſhing him” gilding 
him ouer with grace, the true ſecede of? glory; in the 
meanetymy,; hath lefe the'bad Angell wichout _—_ 
N 3 Or 
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for a prey of Puniſhment, which ſhall- not 'end-,.no 
'more,then.God, him(elfe.Wherefore is this, but. that the 
angell offended with.an. abſohue ; and. delibetate ma: 
Greg, 1 4. lice, as one much moreilluminated;and Adaw luffered 
mor«l.c.9* himelfe to ſlyde into ſinne, rather by ſurprifall, by 1n- 
firmity, by complacence to the humors of his wite, as 
FS. Auguitine 'obleructh ,, then, purpoſely, or :;contemp- 
euoully 2 R ; SIL-L 
Alas.! me thinkes this horrid punuhment of the con- 
tumacious Angell, ſhould make the bloud congeale in 
the yeynes of al the Great ones of theearth, who offend 
theyr: Creatour., with 2s much malice, as'they have 
knowledge, Aske ( O Noble men) of the diuine luftice, 
from whence it-proceedeth, that theſe euill ſpirits, -haue 
beene ſo roughly handled. If beauty,, could-mollify, the 
rigor. ofa Iudge , they wete adorned withan incampa+ 
etl heauty, aboue all creatures. If the exceliency, of 
nature beeſtcemed, they were the moſt lively images of 
the Druinity,amongſt all'thinges created. If the- ſpirit 
contribute thereunto., they penetrated: by. theyr aftiue 
viuacity, cuen from Heauen to thegeqpeſt, Hbiſe.:Ifithe 
glory of God were inthis adt conlidygable ,rhey: were 
creatures, who could loue, bleſſc , and glorify, God! eter+ 
nally. If emll had beene to be preucred,; this greatIudge 
ſay there. would ariſe from-theys danation, aninfgnity 
6 FL a ogg inuincible obſlinacy ,a long web of 
contrarictyes, oppolite.to the aduauncomenit of hys ho- 
nour amongſt men , aſubuerſion of theyorld, All chis 
might haze beenc apoyded ia giuing: them onenſmall 
hower of repentance; which, with what feruos;,detafta- 
tion, and dolour would they. haue imbraced-? Yet.not- - 
withſtanding, without regard to this beauty,this;grace, 
this excellency of nature, theſe prayſes, this gnedenill 
0) 
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behold the taken in'the boyling afdour bf their crime ; 
ftroken with the thunder of the diuine wuſtice, throwne 


3 Fog 


rible ſentence!inexorable ſentence! Oh ynhappy ſpirits! 
Oiudgmentrs of God ! What aterrour! what a bott6;tr: 
lefſe depth you are? Iudge now FER men ) if the 
crimes of knowledge, and malice are ſo rigorouſly pu- 
niſhed, what will become of you? If you live negle&iue 
of thediuine Maieſty , yau being 2mong the people; as 
were the Angels meer Nt OIGACOHYT eo 
Secondly, no puniihment1s more ſharply, norlaw* 
fully inflited, then vpon the vngratefull; they deſerue; 
thatall theelements with their beſt forces ſhould'conſ-: 
=u in the aucengement of their offences, fince they vio-! 
lace a Jaw ; engrauen on this Vniverſe by the handof 
nature: Their puniſhmznt is the ſacrifice of Textouly ,' 
ſpoken of 1n Scripture, wheron, nor oyle, nor incenſe is 


powred: Non, infundet oleum , nec imponet thus: there Num, $s 


is No-more oyle of mexcy to ſweeten theirtorments,no- 
more incenf: of prayers, to'appeafe Gods Anger ; no-' 
thing is'there,bur chunders, lightnings,and vengeance. 
Now,itappeareth that noblemen,and Great ones; can-' 
nat depart from the ſeruice'of God , without a deep: 
marke of Irgratitude , for the benefitrs , whichT haue' 
rouched before ; and you thereon will neceſſarily in- 
fecre, they rraſcending others in condition,ſhould notin: 
Cafe vffayling,or neglect , expetatn pO: pinWh- 


: k ay 
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God will call heaven, and earth to their iudgment, 

and then fpeake to'them un thepgeſence of all creaturs ; 

Ven, wit 
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with 2 voyce of thunder. Harken yee (O you Princes 
of the earth) I did make you as Eagles, I did give you 
ſtrong winges, tolift you vp to mount Libanus , & ex- 
trat to pith from the Cedars. I aduanced you in ſpirit, 
in wudgement ,1in courage, inriches , in reputation, in 
honour, aboue other men. of 
I unprinted the rayes of my power vpon your 
fronts, to infuſe the regard of your Perſons intg the 
harts of the people. Theld heauen, and earth, men and 
beaſts in breath, to contribute to your authority, & ſer- 
uices. And you haue taken armes, employing all my 
trealures to make warre agaynſt me, you haue hued,not 
as reaſonable men, but as brute beaites, without God,, 
without law, without euer caſting your eye to heauen , 
but to yomit out blalphemyes in the face of it . If Thaue 
put power into ——— you haue employed it in op- 
preſſing the weake. If iuſtice, you haue peruerted the 
vic of it, and made the ballance incline to the tyranny 
of your paſſions . What can ſuch an ingratitude expe? 
Lleaue the concluſion to your ſelues . 
In the third place, as the bad example of Great men, 
15 moſt pernicious to the inferiors , for the ſtrength of 
their authority,which draweth their weake ſoules to a 
ſeruile imitation , God expreſly counterpoyſeth the in- 
ſolence of their vices, by 0a fa , andremarkable pu- 
niſhments , to the end , thoſe that are attracted by the 
luſtre of their fortune , may be affrighted by their fills R 
Itis true, we arein this world , as Owles in the night, 
our Eyes, benummed , *and ſurcharged with terrefſtriall 
humors , which hinder ys bn to penetrate this 
cloud of the dirtine prouidence. Notwithſtanding God 
darteth forth(as 1t were )out of theſe Clouds, certayne 
Haſhing ſparkles of fire, and light, to make y ren wh 
| ; rac 
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the/punifhment of ſo manyilHiumg great men, theivn- 


relenting rigonrofhisinſtice; High ſtteplesyare norſs' = 


often rent; arid defaced by the yiolence of thander, as 
are.Crowns & Diadermes,on the heads of wicked Princes: 
with'theauens chaftiſements. #5511 

| Read ſacred, andprophane Storyes ; what' ftrauhge? 
puniſhments are there of great mer! Onsſhewethade- 
fre'to leaps into heauen, to plant his throne; among the 
ſtarres; yet God makerh him eatehay with beaſtes, en-- 
forcing im'te'dy alue,noronly ro-konour,anditheina- 
pros man;butto lead alife'in brutiſhneſſe: This was 
Nabuchodonoſor . Another, inithevery/mideſtof thefer- 
uor of afeaſt, hearcrth the great'clock#trike his hower, &- 
ſeeth the-hand of a:man on the wall, drawing adread- 
fullſentence agaynſt him : This was Baithazay. Another 
dyeth,caren-vp withlice; as Herod. Another, loachſome 
withinfeaions,as Anrochns. Another han ged onatree - 
as Abſolem. Another on the-giber, which ht-hadprepa- 
red*for: him, whome he accountedFor his (Iaue-, as 4s 
mm'. Another dyetliby his owne hand', nor being able 
to'find any other inthe world ,,more:cruell'then hims 
ſelfe,as Nero. Another maketh himfelfea ſepulchet with 
drunkneſle, as Alexander . Another ismaſſacredihthe 
middſt of the Senate;asC afar. Another from the throne 
of the Roman'Empyre, goeth to proſtrate” his-backe't6 
his foe, the” Perſiap , to'becomethereby-a-footſteep-;:for 
him to mount” on horſe-backe,as'Y aleria#'t, Another 
caryed'aboutina cage; as' Bajazer.'Nhother is ftrooker 
with lightning , as uAnataſin. Anotherisflayneimn his 
Campeby ahand inviſible, as 7»/;a the'_Aprttta.? A! 
reat volume might bemade', if one would 'compilealt 
theſ&mortalityes; they:maksTheareys oeſotthil/a15d 
Tracedians deplote. UN all W109 51 $3007 yells 
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Conſider {O Noble men) if” God 1n.this world; 
where go0d.andiill are giuen'to:vs/( as it, were) in pi- 
cure, ( Preterit fienra huius mund;j, fayth the Apoſtle) y- 
ſerch ſuch rough roddes to chaſtice the vices apene me, 
what will that be in the other world ? Sagitte tne tranſ- 
eunt, vox tonitrui tuiin rota-The arrowes of chaſtiſemetr, 
do prefevily paſſe away , but the. yoyce of thunder , the 
ſentence of Iudgment, ſhall go like. a wheele, and the 
Execution ſhall haue noend .If there happen vato you 
alofſe.bf goods., itas.an-arrow, that palleth; loſſe,of 
Children , an arrow, that paſſeth: Sickneſſe, an arrow 
that paſſeth; diſgrace,an arrow, that paſſerh;Temporall 
maggt ,cuen a feathered arrow, which doth naught els, 
but paſſe away . Buteternall death, is the chunder4n the; 
wheele,, which neuer paſſerty . To be drenched-in a laks 
of Sulphur, powdred.as a vitime of vengeance with fre,, 
enkindled with the breath of Gods anger, to ſeg no-, 

thing but Diuells, to abidein nothing but corments, 
to ſutfer paynes 1n euery ſenſe, to find a hell in his. owne 
eonſcience+to haue noother life but an eternity of tor- 
ments, 1s a thing to be feared , aboue all things moſt 
dreadfull . Pawulizs Orofius, 1: the hiſtory he dedicated to 
$.+: Augu#tine., oblerueth that the-rracks of Pharags'cha- 
riots aftet; has deteſtabledeath, remayaed long tymev- 
pon th ſandes of thered fea, to {erue., as an example, 
tor poſterity. Behold ( O-Noble men ) the bloudy foot- 
ſeeps, of fo many, and ſomany.Great ones, who. haue 
g9ne before-you, avhole {poyles are perhaps (as yet) in 
your hands, their bodyes in purrifation,and their ſouls 
ih torments ! Refemble not thoſe that pillaged the ſoul- 
digrs.of Seynacberib,,who Rrooken with the-reuengtull 
hand of heauen:, found-inzabfalhes; ingoldenarmes;: 
they tookethe gold, without thinking atall of the aſhes; 


_ - which 
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which ſcattered by thewayes, Take good heed; how | 
you ſuffer your felues to be deceyued with the glimmer 


of the honours of thele ill-liaing Great ones, leaſt you 
beſurpriſed with theyr death, and Cataſtrophe. 

The day of death will come, be it ſooner , or later, 
the Poſtis on the way , who bringerh the date heereof. 
If you haue lined ll, a thouſand terrors, a thouſand 
frightfull fantaſyes will then beſiege your hart, alto- 
geather drenched in the bitterneſſe of death”. 

A tumultuous army of choughts , ſhall ſtrike vp an 
allarume to your repoſe: ſome ſhall repreſent vnto you, 
your goodly pallaces , many tymes c:imented with the 
bloud , and {wet of poore men ,which you muſt for- 
ſake, and payallin one groſſe ſumme. Others , all 'the 
goods, which you ſhall haue inuaded either by violen- 
ce,or {ubtility, whereof you ſhall be ftript , and ſhall go 
to the iudgment of God,deuoyd of riches, and ſurchar- 
geo with accompts : others thalldecipher vato you the 

ollies of your youth : others will depaint vnto- you-the 
day of 1udgment, and hel, before you doſenhibly make 
proofe of them. The Lady which {leepeth-by your hides, 
and euer holdeth the fyre,and ſpurre1n your harts; mo- 


uing you to new Vviolences, andextorſions;; to foment: 


her pride , andentertayne her pompeous vaine glory, 
ſhall lſeaue you then to wraſtle with death, and ſhall 
ſecke the ſafety of her owne affayres. Your eldeſt ſonne, 
for whom you preſently pawne your ſoule, to all iniu- 
ſtice, and exhauſt your owne abihtyes, as theſpider, to 
make him great, ſhall willingly out-runne the ſteps of 
death,to cloſe your eyes:{carcely ſhall there be found in 
the houſe ſome poore old woman,to ſhrowd your body 
ina winding ſheete, to be putintoa coffin zand- in the 
meane while, the ſoule ſeparated from the body,ſhall be 

On -- preſen- 
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preſented:to -cheiudgment.pt:God, tp-receyuethes | I- 
table ſentence. Alas! dorhhe nat fleepea long, and. dbad- 
lyſlecpe, who 15.not awakened wuhthe faundaf fucha 
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df N Auncient fayd , that the twomoſt power- 
#5 ful deityes of Comon wealths , were Paniſh- 
AGF ment, and Reward . Theſe likewiſe are the 
FRE .woBales,& (asit were therwo fundamen- 

all lawes, vpor! which Ga2d.the creator hath eftablithed 
the policy of the Vniuerſe. As he is a ſeuerereuenger of 

P/al. 144» offences, fo he 1s moſt liberaliin rewards : ©Miſerationes 
ei ſuper omnia opera cis. The ſcripture teacheth vs this, 

in yery remarkable rermes,whenſpeaking of the tuſtice 

of God,it gtueth itin weight, and meaſure, and maketh 

it when there is occation of Chaſtiſement, to proceed 

in the effects thereof very reſtrainedly , as if it were an 
aQdiſproportionableto his nature, and his ordinary 
prattife. But when he is actually diſpoſed topardon a 

finne, to reward a good worke,to crowne a. vertue , he 
powreth out his graces,as outof a golden tonnel, with 

Prou, 6, 3 free,and plenteous profuhon: Pondus,c) Hatera indicia 
Ifa. 38: Domini; ponun in pondere indicium,'& inititias in menſurg. 
ledl, 22 Behold, how he excerciſeth iuſtice ? Effundam de ſpirity 
meo ſuper omnem caruem . Behold, how he excerciſeth 

mercy ? 3 L449 70 | BE 

For the famereaſon, the Prophet Eſayſayth,He mea+ 

ſureth the waters with his fiſt , and poyſeth the hea- 

Fe, 4% uens with his palme ; ui menſus c/t puzillo aquas , + 
| ] palmo 


Motwme'X TIT... © FR. roy 
pabrocalosponderaxit. Thatistolay , he giuveth'chaftiſe- 
ments,and afflitions, fignified-in the'Scripture bythe 
waters,with a ſparing, & cloſe hand bur as concerning 
rewards repreſentedby the heauens , he powers them 
onall parts,with his facred,and bounteons'hands'. ' - 
Feare not then ( O Noble men') that you ,hanin 
vowed a Faythfull ſeruice toyour great Maifter, ould 
in any kind be fruſtrated of the recompence;, which he 
hath eſtabliſhed for his ſeruancs. He hath allwxyes the 
reward 1vhts handes : Mercer 24a m:0um eff he pre- 


ſent, on one fide,the:ſword of juſtice to finners, on the Apoe. u2. 


other he extendeth ynto you the oliue of peace, and be- 
nigatty . 

Figure to your ſelues,thatgreat as re bearing 
in his armss, an Egle, with ewo heads, who ii one beake 
held a thunderbolt , and in the other a braunch of pal- 
me , wicththis Motto, is «eg. iearrger, Euery onein his 


time. Gad runnegh'theſame courſe; if he hane thunder- Maximil, 
boltes to craſh rebellious heads, .he hath Palmes to 1 <pud 
crownetthe Faythfull ſeruices , which men of quality 72%: 


render to him. 

And without ſpeaking heere of rewards{ O Noble 
men ) common to you with others,if-you be conſtantly 
raungedin the current of Vertue, you ſhall find that 
God will liberally giue you three thinges , which thoſe 
of your condition,cuer holdin great efteeme. And what 
are thoſe? A houſe comperently rich, a ſolid Glory, a 
flouriſhing Poſterity? And how is that? 

Amongſt thoſe, who enioy great Fortunes, ſome 
build ike Mothes, others like Swallowes, the reſt likg 
Haicyons . Thoſe but&Hike mothes , who rayſe houſes 
of iniuftice & iniquity , which itvthe fame proportion , 
as theyare ————_— clowdes , enperatyachly iinke 
O33 inte 
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into hell , weare, waſt, andin theend quite Yaniſh a« 


\ The Holy Court. (Lib. x: 


way : this is the Godly confideration of holy 1b, ſpea- 
king of the pallace of the wicked : Auificanit freut tines 
domum ſuam . He hath built his houſe, as the Moath. 


And how doth ſhe build ? With deſtroying , you will 


ſay. This little creature , harboured in ſome cloath , or 


old garment, maketh much a do, he gnaweth & gnaw- 


eth day, and night, as endeauouring to build a lodging 


for himſelfz, and in gnawing diſcovereth himſelfe , the 
end. of his trauell is his loſſe and nakednefle . O how di- 
uine 15 the Scripture , to repreſent {o natiuely to vs the 
blindneſſe of the Great, and rich of this world, who fup- 
poſe they can make magnificent , and happy houſes, 
withourt the foundation of the feare of God. All, in do- 
ing this, build, as the moath , that1s to fay,in gnawing, 
they haueplottes , and deſignes in the Countrey,in the 


. Citty ; 1n euery place , they hauc ouerſeers, and archi- 
_ tedts; they imploy the maſon, the carpenter , they rayſe 


houſes of pleaſures , they make Magazins , fretted with 
gold, and flluer, they buy, they purchaſe, they contriue 
1h their imaginary braynes, their rents, and reuenewes, 
and.mcaſure all thinges with the ellof Eternity. Not- 
withſtanding, one would beamazed,to ſce, that all this 
goodly building of fortune,compoſed of intuſtice,con- 
cuſlions, & rapines , cumented togeather with theſwet, 
and bloud of the poore, falleth by litle and litle into 
ruine;and when this. commeth into the 1udgment of 
God,the foolihh moath, who hath ſo grawne to feed , & 
couer himſelfe , findeth himſelfe naked , hungry, aſha- 
med, 2andextremely miſerable. : | 
- Thoſe build like Swallows, whoalſo much labour to 
erect houſes, but with litle ſucceſſe, or fruit for poſteri- 
ty. Syalloyesatter they haue well built in ſommer , for- 
SE ſake 
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ſake vs in Autumne,8& leaue no other memory of them, 
but of ;:morter, ſtraw, and dung : ſo, many Noblemen 
oft tymes build pallaces, make huge purchaſes , & thac 
with vnſpeakable induſtry , but | they, proceed. 
therin with ſiniſter, and-irregular intentions , God ſuf- 
fereth not'theyrpoſtgaity ſhouldenioy it: we ſec houſes 
empty,asſwallowes neaſtes in Autumne.Some man will 
azke, who built this houſe? Anſwer will be made, ſuch a 
one,a muſhrome of the Court, comming from nothing 
in one night, 1nall other thinges faithleile to God, at, 
men, who hath not left any . 79 memorable: behind 
him, but his vices;and thus all the fame of this ma, con» 
fſtethin picking of ſtrawes, which are temporall ri- 
ches, ſcattered hceere, and there, and inthedung of an 
1] name, which heleaueth to poſterity:Behold an ayme 
ill leuelled, for the rayfing of tortunate. building3!. | 
+ Butas for you ( O vertuous Noble men ) God per- 
mitteth you to build,as Halcyons. How 15 that? Two.no- 
table propertyes are obſerued wm theneaſt of the :Ha/- 
cyon: The fart is, that the archite&ure of it, is ſo ſtrong,, 
ſo durable.rt cannot be broken, nor cut, euen. with the. 
violent ſtroake of Irox. The ſecond, that it is ſo propor - 
tioned tothe bird , as if ic were :ſowed. to. her body, in 
luch manner that no creature can thereia be receyued, 
but che architect himſelfe. . To 

luſtly behold the conditions , which God hath giuen 
toyour houſes, when they are built vypon the feare gf 
his holy'name. Fhey are:ſtrong of force, laſting, againſt 
all the ſtrokes of Fortune, nor. 15, there any. violenae,, 


which: can open them, to deſtroy them. 1 is. the infal- Sronam; 


lible promiſe of God : Dons impiorum delebitur , taherna- 
cala:era inftorum. 6:rminabynt. Moreouer they thaue a 


certayhe- benediction.; which diſpoſech. all things in 
2 , © good 
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' order,, the- rale-of expence proportioned to the! 
qualtt ofthe bs perſons,the Ocvonomy age and prudent; 
infuck-ſorc/thar all:rhings: are, mannaged' there, with 
meaſure,and'compaſſe, as in the Ha/cyons neaſt. And as 
art Auncient Writer hath ſayd ;- Order, is the world of 
worldes, which retaynerh all things .4n theyrluſtre,and 
vniteth them with a ſeame, & laſting band , whenonce 
itis fixed in the familyes of Great ones , which happe- 
aeth by the meanes of piety, it al wayes there produceth 
the ſame effects, which-it doth in:this great Vnmerle. 
The ſecond reward;1s the Honour ſo much deſyred 
by Noble' fpirits.Ic falleth out, that the wickediareſom- 
rymes rayſ{ed'to the greatneſſe of the world , but they: 
are therin' as: Comets, as Starresof mud;, and:carth, 
whotaling falſe luſtre, make ſhewfora tyme, in the 
ayre of vanity : and 'afterwards they are ſcattered; ca- 
Ring peſtilence, and poyſoninto the fower quarters of 
the world. On the contrary, reall Noble men, are like 
true ſtarres, planted, and enchaſed by the hand of God, 
euen'in the "penned of honour; toenlighten an eter- 
nity .Theyr glory 15 fixed. with nayles off U/damanr,Ca- 
lumny may perhapes ſhake it, but never overthrow it; 
yea Tyme itſelfe confeſſeth, thatthere 1s neyther pin- 
cers,nor hammer can worke this efte&: Oujcunur 'olo- 
7ificauerit me , elorificabo eum-: qui autem contemuant me, 
erunt ignobiles. It is God, that promiſeth this; whoſoever 
ſhall rity me, I will glorify him,and thoſe which def- 
= me,ſhall' become 1gnoble. Hereupon iudge;how ſo- 
id; the honour of great men 1s, truely vertuous, ſince'it 
15faſtened to the honour of God himſelfe, who gloryeth 
in honouring them, A:thouſand , anda thouſand Prin- 
ces, and phantaſtique great Ladyes, haue galloped Ho- 
aour-yponthefullſpeed ;andwaith: a diſcompoſed {pi- 
Tit, 
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cir, haue invented imaginary formesto-find credir, and 
xdmiration in the bartes of men. Some haue cauſed 
moutttaynes, aftdirockes to be cur, to rayfe Starnes tos 
chemſclues ,as Semyrams.Others haue take crowes, par- 
rats, and other birds, counterfaiting human ſpeach , & 
haue taught them a leſſon, which was to ſalute them, as 
Gods , afterward enfranchizing them. for the open 
feild, haue ſent them into the ayre, to cary theſe ſaluta- 
tions,and impreſſe inthe mindes of mena falſe 144of 
theyr diuinity. So did Pſapho. Others haue taken the fi- 
gures of Eagles, Lyons, & Serpents, (as certayne Kings 
of Egi oe ſtrike a terror inthe foules of mortall men: 
others haus left cMedalles , triumphant Arches , Coloſ= 
ſuſſes,goodly Pallaces, Theaters, Amphitheaters , as the Ro- 
man Emperours: others haue placed themſelues openly 
vpon Aultars,as Caligula, who et the figureof his owne 
head ypon theſtatue of Tupiter. Poſteriry hath exploded 
all this, the tymes haue derided it, obliuion hath ſwal- 
lowed all of them:1f it haue not ſet his biting tooth the- 
retn,it hath beene for no other cauſe, but to leaue them 
to-a hatefull,, and deteſtable memory, a thouſand times 
worle,then forgetfulnefſe.Much otherwiſe, Great men, 
that haue builr theyr fortunes, ypon the foundations of 
the feare of God,from ſmall, and feeble beginnings,are 
come toſo high a pitch , that they haue repleniſhed all 
tongues with theyr prayſes, all hartes with theyr admi- 
ration,all ages with the monuments of theyr glory: For 
itis God alone, that cauſeth men to take aymes of true, 
and ſolid greatneſſe , & with apuiſſant armedaſheth, 8 
oucrwhelmeth thoſe fpirits,who ſuffer themſelues tobe 
tranſported with the torrent of Vanity, courting airy 
ſmokes,empty apparences,and flying clowdes, wherby 
they produce monſters, inſteed of delerued honour, ow 
| = ans nl 
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ted fairely ypon the firme rock of Conſtancy « God 
hath in ſuch wiſe ſhewed himſelfd to haue greatneſle in 
| his owne handes, that extrating men from the dregs, 
and froth of the earth , he hath made them mount fo 
bigh, that often ty mes Im periall heads, radiantly glitre- 
ring with rubyzs and Diamonds, have bowed ynder the 
alhes of a poore Fiſherman. And whoſeeth not,that the 
true and only mcane roenter into the poſſeſſion of ho- 
nour, is ſtraightly ro vnite ones felfe with this diuine 
Maieſty , from whence on man refl:& all the luſtrous 
rayes of Greatnelle. 

For a third reward, this ſoueraigne Mouer, and Ar- 
ehitef of our Lives, and Fortunes , a propagate alſo 
the glory of Fathers to theyr Children, and giueth them 
a flourithing poſterity, which makes them cternally liue 
in the memory of men, by the moſt liuely Images of 
theyr vertues. It is often obſerued,that Noblemen, who 
haue eſtabliſhed tyranny in the world, haue neyther 
beene fruitfull, nor fortunate1n theyr poſterity ;and as 
nature 1s ſcanty in the propagation of wolues, deſigned 
for ſpoyle, whichotherwile would purall the word in- 
to deſolation : So almighty God, by afecret Oeconomy of 
13 diaine prouidence, permitteth not, that Great men, 
who haue made thelſzlues diſturbers of publique. peace, 
and infringers of lawes both Jiuine and humane, whe- 
reot chey ought to be prote ors, ſhould make the bru- 
tiſhneſle of theyr [auage ſoules to ſuruiue them 1n a po- 
ſeriry. But as Ge thoſe who are arraunged in the liſt of 
ſanity and modelty, God hath/as it were } immortali- 
zed theyr bloud in rheyr poſterity , as we ſee it happen 
in worthy ,and illuſtrious familyes . 

But to what valew amounteth all.this, which I haue 
ſayd,in compariſon, of that Crowne of glary , which 
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. God placeth on 'the*heads of Noble men, in the other 
'life, when they haue vertuouſly gouerned , inthis mor- 
tall manſton? O what a braue deathitis to dy ynder the 
ſhadow of the palmes of ſo many heroicall yertnes?©, it 
is the death of a Phenix, to dye inthe odours of a holy 
conuerſation, to change his (. ulcherintoa cradle, and 
euen draw life out of his T, Sou ! Oh, what an immor- 
rality it is, tofuruiueeternally in the mouthes of men, 
but much moreto liuein heauen, enioying the know- 
ledge, Love,life, and felicity or God ! ONobles, betake 
your ſelues betymes , and ina good hower, tothe way 
of this Temple of Honour, by the exerciſe of holy ver 
rues,which are like Ea chariot,all flaming with glory, 
to cary your purifyed ſoules , euento the height of the 
E mpyreall Heauen, EW): © 51 
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Of che hinderances, yybich yvorldly . 
men haue1n the yyay of Saluati- 
on, and Perfection . 


The I. Obſtacle. 


Laintneſle, and Weakneſle of Fayrh, 
Agaynſt Atheiſts . 


NG Wal Id \ FTE R I haueſufficiently proued the 
Ne 2) / obligations, which Great ones, & men 


>. F of Quality haue to Perfection , ler vs 
>a = 9 now {ce, the hindrances , whick may 
k NE: s G ©, V ſtop the 1 increaſe ther -of,as well to take 
*eCQES 57> from them all pretext of falſe hiberty , 


25 to denote the confulions , deeply rooted 1n the cdr- 
ruption 
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| Obſtacle Þ. { PVeakneſe of Fayth, 117 
FIT gr nk ys oe ceriaine languiſhment, 
and debibty of Fayth , which giueth the ſwindge to all 
ſortes of vices, ſo that putting all the greatneile of the 
world, intoa falſeſceming,,:it beboldech Paraduſe , and 
all che ble{fings of the other life, with blears eyes, and 
clowded with a perpetual Eclypſe. 

And ,that you may well cooceyue this , let ys ob- 
ferue, thatinthis age greatly altered by bereſy , liberty, 
and vice, two:ſortes of men are tobe leene , wberof the 
one doſymbelze with iſt 4be/, and the other are of 
the (et of Cais. Thele two brothers began to contend 
togeather, euenun the worlds aradle, as /acab, and £/aw, 
1nthebelly of Reheces . | ; 

<Ahelhad atouleimprefſed with a good _ s 
Religious, Davile , Pure, perpetually fixed inthechalt - 
epprchenvions of the Diwnity . Cgiz, quite.contrary,al 
es. qa. with theſorpents breath, 
blacke ,variable , wanermginfayth, and in the veotus 
of the divine proudence . He-veralyas the Father of 4- 
theiits 8 S. Bernard hath properly ſayd , He killed faith, 5x. form: 

dafore be muntbered has Brother. Fideicrda, antequams fts- 24, m Cans 
trictda . | | 

Procapics calleth him-the'Sonne of che Earth becauſe 
this vynfortunate creature perpetually looked downe- Precop. ins 
ward,thauing already (as it warg)buryed an the tombe Ge. 
of oblinion, the.ights and-knowledges aft heauen . 

From thence ;/praceeded rhe arceuerence of his vn- 
bridled ſpirit, his wiaked ſacrihces his enuy agaynft his 
brather, then afterward his fury,murther,and bloud,8& 
laſtly a delugeof calamityes. 

The only.example of his dafaſter ſhould ſuffice, to 
terrify thoſe who following him in bus impiety , make 
themſclugs vndoubtedly. che companions , of his maſ- 

P 3 fortune: 
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fortune : but ſince it alſo 1s -— 9% herein 
by diſcourſe, and reaſon, Ito obſeruethe cauſes , 8 re- 
medyes of this Infidelity. 

Fayntneſſe, and Debility in fayth, and conſequent- 
ly Atheiſme,is formed in 3. forts of conſciences, that is, 
the Criminall, the Brutiſh, the Curious. 

Athciſme proceedeth from a criminall Conſcience, 
when a ſoule findeth icſelfe inuolued in along webbe of 
crimes , and (as it were) ouerwhelmed n the habits of 
finne. In the meane tyme Goddoth inwardly tempeſt- 
tolſe it, incite 1t forward, laſh it, and then all bloudy, 
and vicerous, as it 15, itis notable longer to remayne 
within it ſelfe, but taſting ſo many diſturbances 1n its 
proper acted euaſions,& ſtarting-holes, 
1t expatiateth in the pleaſures, & delights of the world, 
todiſſolue her many griefes, and findethin _ thin 
hergnawing worme. She looketh backe vpon the _—_ 
of Vertue , which ſhe hath eyther forſaken , or neuer 
trodden,as an impoflible tracke ,the ſpirit of lyes repre- 
ſenting it vnto her, all paued with thornes, and bryers : 
| ſhereentreth within herſelfe, and ſayth in her hart,that 
there is none, but God who affliteth her, & that necef- 
farily ſhe muſt free herſelfe from him; for our felicityes 
are meaſured by the ell of our opinion, and no man is 
miſerable, but he that apprehbendeth his own vnhappy- 
neſſe. Then ſoothing herſelfe , with theſe humane dif- 
courſes , ſhe heerein much laboureth, as a woman in 
child-birth to acquit her ſelfe from God , from the be» 
liefe of Indgment , of Hell, of the Immortality of the 
ſoule . Notwithſtanding ſhe cannot, when theſe wicked 
ſpiritshaue ordinarily fcoffed at the miſteryes of Reli- 
ny with theyr companions, as if they would put ona 
bold forhead, and an impudence ſtrong igoogh _ 
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dure a ſtroke ſo dreadful, but to contend againſt the E\- 
ſence of God.. Care findeth them in theyr bed, and 4s 
pinned to'theyr filken Curtaynes;the thoughts of a Dis 
uinity , which they ſuppoled to haue totally, baniſhed 
from theyr hartes in pleaſures , ypon the leaſt afflition 
returne,and mak: themſelues felt, with very piercing 

ointes, which headlong throweth them into-deſpayre. 


The Prophet Eſay hath diuinely prophecyed of fuch-a ja. 14. 14; 
ſoule: Pothyt eam in poſseſsionem Erich: T will make her Tercul. de 
the inheritance, and poſſeſſion of hedghogs. Verily- the *'*Frip 
miſerable captiue hatcheth in her entrayles a thouſand & 4% 


litle hedghogs , which to:the proportion. of theyr en- 
creaſe, make theyr J—_ arts multiply athouſand 
gnawings, a thouſand apprehenſions, as vncapable of 
repoſe,as apt to afflit a conſcience. | | 
Such heertofore'was the ſtate of Neyo: The harbarous 
Monſter, who ſooften had dippe4 his, hand in bloug, 
ſought out a bath'of delights to bath himſelfe in ,he-* 
rannevpand downeto pry into all the inventions of 
the bd of the world, torid himſelfe from the ar- 
row, hich he hadin his hart, and to deſpoyle himſelfe 
for euer, from opinion of the Dwuinity . This was a mat- 
ter for him impoſſible. When he was at feaſtes, ſportes, 
or Theatres, *« apprehenſion of God, ſtung his hart, as 
> Bee, and:there left the ſting.If he ſlepr vpon roſes, the 
ſhadows af dead men, ; ms to his downy bed. to 
require an account of theyr bloud. He ſcoffed at Relt- 
gion, and feared it; one while he deſpiſed ſacred things, 
and another tyme they made him tremble, with horror: 
He fought out waters of exptation, to-walh his. ſinnes, 


andneuer opened his'eyes,tothoſe, which 8. Peter, and 
S. Paul preſented to him... His ſoule was torne. with 


pincers within.it ſelfe, as ona perperuall. ſcaffold of ex- 
7036 PR” quilts 
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ifiretorments: when it would i1ſſne out of- it ſelfe, it 

was likes wild colr.conrfed , and chaſed by men , and 

beaſts oras' # bult Rang; with-a Gad- 

would rutinefromhimfelfe; yer ſtill findeth: himfelfe, 
with himſfelfe. Iadge( O Atheiſts ) whatalife this is ? 

The ſecond cauſe of Aheiſme 1s , the ſenſuall loue 

of fauours, pleaſures, eaſe , and delights of the world, 

.- -., Which oftentimes degenerate into the meere, bruriſhnes 

,_ of a ſouls, whichſſeepeth in fat , and greaſay ſo intrica- 


, who fayne 


lx.l.z, ted, and confounded in earth, that it looſethall know- 


Peday. 


Plotin. 6- 


ledge of Heauen . Clemens Alexandrinuw layth , that ic 
happenethto ſoules', which are great louers of fenſuall 
/Pleafures;, ro engrofle , thicken themfelues , to become 
fichhly , in ſuch ſort, that as Plotinw very learnedly wri- 


pud Phi« teth, they liue not, but as a plant_«bTuves yur exdTulgalira, 


bop, 


_ Theſe ſpirits are much inclined to Arheiſme, for as the 
Wiſeman obſerueth , after the concupiſcences of the 


Fccl.23. 6, belly, commeth ynbrideled irreuerence;/[rrenerens, Cf in» 


frunitns animms , which ſerueth, as a harbinger. To-1m- 
piety , God deſyred not, that in offering a Bird( as aſa- 
crifice vnto him-) the gorge ſhould beprefented, which 
is the litle Magazitiof the meat2 ; bur commannded. to 
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caſt itinto the aihes:Yeſiculam gutturis proijcies in loco,que 
cineres effundj ſolent ; which 1s to declareto ys, that car- 
nall men , are moſt vntapable of celeſtiall things , and 
very fit to be'dragged to thedunghill, and Afa-heape. 
The more they are affeted to things preſent , ſo much 
the more, yea cuen in deep draughts they drinke downe 
che forgetfulneſſe of things heauenly : Saturati ſunt , & 
elenanerut cor fuuni , & obliti ſunt mei. 

Al thoſe, ſay with Eſau: 
To what vie , will this g 
aiture ſerue me? This tytle, of the 


A mihi proderut primogentta? 
prerogatiue of primoge- 


ildren ol God, this 


Obſtads' I. | PF Poalneſſe of Bdyth. i5t 
Happynetie/ of future-life */ If chere' be | nd fenſualt 

leaſures , nor carnall contenrments tn heaven , 1 
will have none. They became thetrue diſciples of Ha- 


homet, who in his Aſcoran, deſcribing the 'Turkes Pa- A lcoras 
radiſe, placeth their good warer , good frints ; ringes,] 79474. ae 


Carcanet:s , flken tapeſtry-hangings , and ſuch hike 
things; all theſe would enioy all, but the water , which 
they willingly would chaunge into wine. What ſwine 
are thele? - 6: THEVE 10 
The third cauſe, if not of Atheifme , at the leaſtof 
weakneſſe, and faintneſſe in matrer of Fayth;is; a foule, 
who will proceed in matters of religion , by politique , 
and humane wayes,and ſuffer rt felfe greatly to be pleas 
fed with curiohty, which inceſſantly-mouecrh it to draw 
the curtayne of holy miſteries, to enlighten them with 
the torch of reaſon , and behold all thar paſſeth there. 

- Such fpirirs are not ſo maligne; nor ſtupid as the 
firſt , and ſecond, notwithſtanding they are weake , and 
very ignorant , fince they fayle in the firſt rule of wiſe- 
dome , which difcouereth fo ys, thar it 1s an abfolute 
folly of a diſcompoſed 1wdgement,to be deftrous tomea- 
fure rhings dtuine by the rule of fenfe , and humaneex- 

erience. They rurmoyle themfelues , and bate ; Hke'a 
Ja wke vpon the perch, and often ſay in their hart, that 
which the Apoſtle S. Peter obſertteth tn the perſon of in- 
| fidels. Vu ef promiſeio? Vbie# adirentus tins *ex guo enim 
* - dormierit patres, omniaperſenerant ab initiocreature. Where 
| are theſepromiſes? Where is the comming of the ſonne 
of God ? See you not that tymes reuolue, men come, & 
go, all things haue their ordinary courſe , and we muſt 
expe&t no other miracle. They tmagine, that all the coii- 
cells of heanen ſhould turne, and roule according to the 
proieats of their ynderſtanding, and that if God bad his 
g "- 


| | _ 
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eyc open, (as it isſaid)vpon the Oconomy of the world; 
both this, and that would ſucceed, as they haue con- 
triuned in their feeble brayne , whichis a great illuſion, 
Such kind of men would willingly ſpeake with ſpirits, 
_ to heare them tell tales of the other life, they would 

know / as S. Iohn Chryſo#tome ſayth j what habit, what 
clothing the ſonne of man wearceth , couered ynder the 
ſpecics of the ſacrament, how the Lage! are formed, 
of what colour the Deuils are, nothing would pleaſe 
them better, then to talke with one really poſſeſſed, to 
know things future, todiuulge predictions , to behold 
prodigyes, and miracles. Briefly it ſeemeth they haue 
no other purpoſe, but to belieue in God, by the Deuill, 
Such kind of proceedings are very exorbitant, & vn- 
fortunate, for - reaſons , which I will preſently pro: 
duce-Firſt ( O you wretched ſoules ) who betake your 
ſ:lues to this way ,ſce you not, that by this meanes , you 
pull outthe two eyes , which God hathplaced within 
your ſoules,no otherwiſe, then th: Sunne and Moone ia 
the firmament,to wat, the ey: of Fayth, & that of natu- 
rall Prudence. 
You make your ſelues ſharpe, and cleare-ſighted,and 
are more blind then moles. For tell me, for as much as 
concerneth the light of nature, can there be found a 
folly more groſſe,and abſurd,then to behold men, who 
are borne, and bred in chriſtianity , as. in theyr proper 
element, after a thouſand, and a thouſand witneſſes of 
the truth of th:yr Religioa, whicheuen the marbles.do 
ſpzake,and very ſtones proclayme,to make themlelues 
ſo wiſe, and able, as to ſeeke out other praofes, then 
thoſe, which haue wonnz: worlds to the ghofpell? You 
would hauz a God, that ſhould giue you new ſignes , 8 
rokens,to confime you in FaythzaGod, which lerudlely 
will 


% - 


will be ſurpriſed, to pleaſethe ticklings of your curio- 
fity;( {enſeleffe men, as you are) this were notro haue, 
a God, but a Jame Idoll. Are not you very blockiſh, to 
treate withGod much more wickedly then one would 
do, with a meane man?If you had paiſed your word ts 
two frendes, you would prayſe him, withall freeneſle, 
that ſhould reſt ſatished therewith,and would condem- 
ne thc other, whom you ſhould find , fearefull , incon= 
ſtant, and eucr vpon diſtruſt, yet would you , that God 
thould fauour your infidelity by extraordinary wayes. 
Whar apparancy is there for this ? | 
All Curioſity 1s damnable; it is an vIcer, that euer 
itcheth, & which without ceaſing 1s irritated by conti- 
cuall ſcratching; it 15 a var rs 4 which draweth out 
all the bad bloud; and fillerhrill ir burſt. Itis a Mag-py, 
a bicing:worme, which taketh men by the eares,as well, 
as dogges. | 
But aboue all, it is moſt pernicious 1n matter of Re- 


lI;gion. S:xtus an ancient Author , cited in the Biblio- oþ 
= | Sixt Sentf; 
theque of the Fathers, hath ſpoken a thing very remar- in Bibliorh 
kable: De Deo, etiam vera loqui, periculum ef. When one Criſeſt. de 
ſpeaketh of God, yea withall verity, we muſt allwayes aeftch in 
in this occaſion proceed reſeruedly ; as if one trod Let, 


vpon thornes.It were better, ſayth $S. 10h Chryſoteme, 


not to know him, then to know him ill. Hf:hims teas 
cheth vs,One muſt approach to him, as to fyre; to great 
adiſtagce maketh vs quake with cold, _ Ouer-necre 
approaches, burne vs. 

: Secondly 1udge, whether any body would not ſay, it 
werea great weakneſſe of ynderſtanding , to be deſy- 
rous to proceed in caſe of Religion , by ſuch knowled- 
ges,as are commen, with brute beaſtes, & forſake thoſe 
of menfAnd yet thus 15sit, which you do,, when leauing 
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theeye of ynderſtanding, and the light of a re&ifyed 
mdgment, which God hath:ginen man:by priuiledge of 
excellency, you will heare , {ee, and touch, 1begging a 
zruch from brutiſh ſenſe, which 1s abſolutely to rayſe 
them aboue their capacity. See you not, how the moone, 
by her interpotition-Eclipſerh the ſunne , & whenyou 
40-marter of Faythinterpole ſenſe, you obſcure the hight 
of Lludgment,the true ſunne of your ſoule, which dicta- 
teth to you, thatit1sa thing moſt reaſonable , the crea- 
ture thould ſubmit himfelfe ro the creator, that it care- 
Fully keep it ſelfe fromdaring to comprehend him in 
the ynuwerſallity of his Nature, and ſhut vp this yaſt 
9cez in alitle cockle ſhell. Itis a pittyfull thing to heare, 
that theſe curious ſpirits ſhould ſurfer them{clues to be 
ſurprizedby.a quackſalunglmpoſter, who caſterth miſts 
afore theyreyes by; force of deluhons , and ro'contend 
with God, who giueth them as many obligations , and 
aſſurances of his promiſes , as there are letters in the 
Ebrifol, n {cripture: Dous ct, & tantis voluminibus cant , c debitor 
ferm. 25« #22 tOCNCHHY » Ti 
This 15 not only to cracks theeye-ſtring of a reaſo- 
nableiudgement, but alſo-to pull out the eye of fayth,all 
pure ,and c2leſtiall, as1tiis . You demaund proofes of 
Apo, it. your reltgion? Frantique-man , looke backe. vpon: ths 
birth, the progreſle, and-Rate of the Church.Thu is the 
great Signe, the Lady cloathed with the Sunne , which 
one cannot be ignorant of, without a prodigious bland- 
neſſe ; . bz 
Admit)it wereniothing to haue forproofe,ſogreat, 
ſovnuerſail, fo conftant conſent of all the Prophets, to 
reſage many ages before, cheecite , birch., lite, death: 
of the Mefias,theeſtablithment of che Church, chacon-- 
yertion' of the Gentills, ſoudeterminarly ,and:punttuak 


ly, 
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Iy, thatcuen che moſtdrabolicall ſpirits, who-had from 
allrymes theſe Seriptares-ntheirhands,ſeirig thisicon- 
ſequently-to happan , which ſaccerededin rhe -Oeroomny 
of Chriſtianity, wereenforced to yield totruth.”-  -© 
That it were nothang to haue (cene throughall ages, 
athguſand, & a thouſand muracles, infheaucy 11 earth, 
'0n the ſea;made mnconfirmation of! Chriſtianity ,itvthe 
ſight of the maſt witty , and malicious , who- bent Ml ' 
theyr endeuour to cenſure, reiet, and'contradia them. 
Notwithſtanding, the euidence - was: fg 'palpable,':{o 
ſtrong, ſo 1nuincible, that Tyrants., yes the moſt enra- 
ed bloudy exccutioners, conuinc:2d. with the proofes 
thereof,let fall the ſword, which they had taken 1n theyr 
hand, for flaughter,andftretched out:theyr neoks: to the 

perſecutors to be beheaded. . 'W 
'Thaic 1twere nothing,to tell, what a good Author y- 
ponanaccount taken hath obſerued , that there haue 
beenc elenen ' Millions of Martyrs,of all ſexes,who haijte 
ſealed the Religion , which we profeſle,;by«effufioty 6f 
theyr bloud,and in this Lift an. infinite number, of pert 
ſons of eminent quality , who-conſiderately proceeded 
3n the leaſt occaſions, that hane abandoned the'eaſefull 
accommodations of theyr forrunes;theyr eftares,diciv- 
ryes,yeatheyr ſcepters ; and diatlemes , to delines as a 
prey.to moit enormon3, and exquiſite torments,a'moſt 
pretious hte, which they might haue led in honour , in 
reputation according to the world, unpleaſures ; inde- 
bghes;mewanders .;; 11/13/11 tos nee 929P 0 TEL Y 5, 

-  That:it were nothing to 1ſay,'thatafter the perſecu- 
tions there were.{prong vp,anmtinity of braueſprries; 
intel}igent, clearc tighted ,Furnghed-with all [ſortes-6f 
humane kno wiedgos, av the niins,Tertaltinpt, Of pridn; 
An: vy/rner., andIbimany quher of choſameprofeion, | 
Q 3 who 
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;who after they had ſeriouſly and iudiciouflyexamined 
 theſtate of Ghriſtranity,chauermbraced it;-profeſſed it, 
.defended it;ſome with their penſome with fweat, and 
ſome with theyr bloud. The heauens are not enameled 
with ſo-many ſtarres ,as the Church hath had greac 
men; the prodigyes , and lightes of the world , ago by 
theyr learned wruings, haueiiluſtrated the verityes of 
our Rc ligion. Ileauc to you tothinke, if amongſt fo 
many great Sunnes, which haue garniſhed heaven, and 
earth with-brightnelſe, one ſhould behold a ridiculous 
Rerc-moule to creepe out of a hole , & {ay it 15 not day, 
and that all thſe ſunnes, are but darkneſle, whether he 
deſerue not to be fleeced,and ſtampt to powder? That if 
al} this, whichI haneſayd,(being very ſtrong and fpe- 
cious, enter notintothe line of account, what may one 
anſwereto two things, which are very eminetin Chri- 
Atianity,the contideration whereof is of power to forti- 
fy.the moſt weake, and deplorable fpirit; to wit, the 
:mergaplous-praceeding , which hath beene held 1n the 
eſtabhihmenc of our Religion,and the moſt pure ſanRi- 
ty'of the dodrine thereof ? 

What 1s there humane, in this law, which is eſtabli- 
ſhed againſt all homane wayes, by a ſucceſſeſo ſtrange, 
and admirable , thatit:engulferhaliſpiritsin wonder? 
Where was, in theſe beginnings, Eloquence, Fauour of 
princes;theyr reuenewes.,theyr eſtate, theyr armes,theyr 
ſoldiars? where were the promiſes of honour, reputatis, 
dignity? where were the mouing alluremenrs:of fenle, 
and-allchat-, which vſeth to'feed , and' foment SeRtes? 
Erom whence commeth it, that the Church alone hath 
increaſed ynder tempeſtuous ſtormes , in perſecutions, 
in the ſlavghters of 300 yeares , during which time, 
there hath.beenie no engitie; which Hell hath not vie; 


— 
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torment; which the deuill hath-not invented, inventions, 
which the great ones of theearth, with. powerfull hand 
conſpiring , haug not executed? Sola Eccleſia perſecutionis, 
bus Hetit artyrijs coronata ef. Cru aclitas ;llecebra el feaps i 


plures efjicrmur , quoties mctimun 4-vobis , ſemen «#1 fantnis ci Twwl. 
Chriitiazorum- All the plaiſtered pretending ſedtes, which in apo! c.y. 


haue ſeemed deſyrous to take this way, ,are: quite vani- 
ſh:d;from whenceit comm*th to paſſe, that h-Church 
alone hath maintayned itſclfein a blaudy tempeſt of Z3.. 
ages , in the contradi2on ofa thouſand Sees; from 
whence it proceedeth, that the cruelty of Tyrants hath 
ſerued for encouragment ro the F aychfull ,V the bloud 

of Martyrs, for ſeed to poſterity... -.. ...-. 1 ., 
Where can areligion be found, which with ſuch in- 
nocency,and purity of life, fuch humility, folidity,ſan- 
ity , with the armes of diſgraces , pouerty , deſpicable 
contempt,auſterity, torinents, hath changed the eſtate; 
and face of the world, hath planted the Crofle inthe 
capitall Citty of the Empyre, aboue the thunder-bea- 
ring Eagles of th? Empzrours, and the aſhes os pound 
fiherman maſſacred for this law, aboue the Diademes 
of Kinay bt 5:16 4G rl i a nn 
What would the ancient Caſars;ſay, if they roſe a- 
gaync from their graues, to behold 1n Roxe,, where all 
the Monarchyes were eſtabliſhed , and incorporated , 
 whereall the Divells and Furyes were cagtognued, as 
in their laſt , and ſtrongeſt fortrefle; mn Rome , from 
whence came all the fulminating thunders, and bloudy 
 Edicts agaynſt Chriſtians, where che ſword of perſecu- 
tion was tharpned,, ro.reapea harueſt of heads , where 
was a P:athcon., the Magazin of all their falſe Deityes , 
to ſe there the ſtate of the ſupreme Biſhop of Chrifti-. 
ans , to. foe therea Church ereaed to-Peter the Fuher- 
: | man, 
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han! muck more mdgnificent;, then cncr wayehe' Myc) 
reon? Say ,"(Rumahe Wiſdome)- if the Sauiour of rhe 
world'at the age of twelne yeares ; when he began pu- 
kely to reftify he was come-to redceme the' Kingdom: 
vf his Father, from viotenc;and yniuſt vſurpers, had af- 
ked'counfelt of you , touching the __ ings which 
opght to be held'in this bufineſſe, what had you aduiſed 
Kim?Had you'not demaunded of him where are your 
treaſures *Haueyorinexhauſtible riches;to oppole an 
E'mpyre, which hath a hundred , and fifty Millions of 
renenew? No, I pretend to haueno other riches, but 
pouerty.. Haue you fome fiuc handred thouſand mer in 
Pay, for ten yeares, tomaintayne an army in Ni/us, an» 
other on Eaphrates, one in' Rene), another on the Oreay , 
another within the entrayles of the Rewane Empyre? 
Ns, I purpoſe nor toleuy for execution of this detigne, 
butcwelue poore men; ſea-fating men: without ſtregth 
withour ihduftfy ; armes,'orſo muchas a Raffte . Haue 
yott a thoufand brave Oratours men of great learming, 
eminenteloquence, who will endeauour by the charmes 
of their paſs ns" t0 attract the people , and d1{- 
ole them to their wills? No, I haue none, but ſimple; 
ionotant* people; Tdiotts, thitrunne out topreach the 
rofſe . What would you haue fayd thereupon? O fol- 
ly,how do yon thinke to come to honour by ignominy, 
to riches by pouerty, to greatneſſe by the-1nfamous pu- 
niſhment'of the -Crofſe, to immortality by a bloudy 
death,and yet(behold)ir is done. What ſay you?Is there 
in all this procefſe anything that is humane ? Muſt we 
fearch out other miracles for confirmation of Fayrth 2 
Adde hereunto ;/that the Devils hauecraftily coun 
rerfaited wiſdome , power, force, by deceytfull, violent, 
& bructſh wayes, bur nevercould they IIS 
=> UmMi- 
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Obſtacle T. (VVeakneſſeof Fayth, 15 
Humility, Patience, Purity, Sanciity. Seds, which haue' 
taken this diflembled maske , haue not been able long 
tyme to keep it, they all haue ſhiuercd, and broken wit 
pride, preſumption , private, and publike impurityes ,' 
with ordures of execrable ſacriledges . The ſpirit only 
of Chriſtianity , hath alwayes appeared, as a true ſpirit 
of Piety , Humility , Patience , Charity , Continency, 
Chaſtity, Manſuetude, contempt of the world, vertues 
ſo Noble, lo elate, ſo heroique, that the life alone of a 
Chriſtian being with conformity direRed fairely to the 
doartne of our Sauiour, is a perpetuall miracleable to 
conuert worlds. All that, which the great Philoſophers 
of this Vniuerſe, could not attayne with the flight of 
their feathers, the Chriſtian toucheth with his hand, he 
hath demonſtrated more in his workes, then they haue 
ſayd in their bookes; they haue built commonwealths 
on paper , and our Religion hath rayſed Monarchies of 
Reall vertues. And if the wicked , who ſtagger in their 
beliefe, did addi& themſelues to the exerciſe of good 
workes , neuer would Infidelity haue made prey vpon 
their vnderſtanding, but in that they ſuffered themſe]ues 
to be tranſported with the ouerflow of pride, preſump- 
tron , curiolity of toyes , vanityes, and carnall ſenſuali- 
ties of the world, God in 1uſt vengeance ſutfereth chem 
to fall into a repr8bate ſenſe . FPree] 

Oh loſt Soule, which giueſt entrance to this faint- 
neſle, and remiſſneſſe in thy Religion, conſider a litle 
attentiwely, all chatI haue ſayd hereupon, and if truth: 
content thee not , thou maiſt well heerafter expe the 
lot of Cain, the abſence from the face of God , perpe-; 
rually frightfull anxiety, terrors, & menaces from hea- 
uen,the indignation of the ſoueraigne iudge, the hatred 
of men, the 1ll ſucceſſe of thy affayres , extraordinary 
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maladyes , tobe abandoned, the life of a ſad howlin 
wolfe, a hy #6 ar death, & deteſtation of thy poſterity . 
Euen Atheiſts, amongſt the confufions of Paga- 
niſme, haue feldome , or neuer found aſſurance therein: 
ſome haue bezn ſacrificed to flames, as Djazoras; others 
eaten vp with lice, as Pherecydes others devoured by 
dogge3,as Lucian; others thunder-ſhotin a bath , & tur- 
ned to aſhes in the twinkling of an eye , as Olympins; 
others haue ſodaioly toſt human ſpeach , and haue bel- 
lowed like buls, & in this roring w_ yielded vp theyr 
ſoules, as Sin Thunan, awicked pedant ,in the yeare 
1201.o0thers haus burſt in pieces,as/ada5;in an infamous 
priuy, infeting the finkes, and publiqueſewers , with 


theyr ſoules much more ſtinking , fo did the wicked | 


CA-ins,others haue loſt theyr ſcepter, and eyes,as a Kin 

of th Bulgarians, who was depriued,and blinded by his 
owne Father Trebellius, a5 ſoone, as ha was returned 
from a «Monrſtery, whith:r hz was retyred witharmed 
power, to chaſtice the _Arheiſme of his ſonne. We are 
notyctin an ageſo caytiffe, where braue,8& couragious 
Magiftcates are wanting to bridle the impudency of 
thole, who would aduaunce theſe deteſtable Maximes 
of impiety. We haue ſeene 1n freſh memory , the D2- 
cree of that great , and 1lluſtrious Parliament of Par, 


that hath condemned to the fyre, the*authors of ſuch - 


abhominations, which powerfully hath Rayed the vio- 
tent courſe of black, and beaſtly 1mpietyes , thatdifpred 
themſclues, vnder the maske of goodnefſe ; which hach 
ſhewed an heroique zeale, both of the glory of God,of 
general integrity, & maintenance of lawes , for which 
God hath reſerued to them a crowne of Immortality. 
This Decree , hath beene attended with fauours from 
heauen, which euen in an inſtant hath (weetned nota- 
| bly 
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Obſtacle T. | FVeakneſſe of Faxth, 7 
bly theſe puniſhments , and hath inuited the bleflings 
of all good men, that haue with thankes-giuing, lifted 
theyr Lands to heauen . 

We had feene alitle before;the aſhes of ſome one to 
fly in the wind, perhaps into the eyes of thoſe, which 
imitate them in theyr doctrine. If they expe& any other 
arguments, it will appeare theyr phrenſy would haue 
no other remedyes, but the ſearing-170p, and fyre. 

As for other Catholiques, who belieue as the Fayth- 
Full,and liue as Infidels, pronouncing Jeſus-Chrif? with 
theyr mouth,and renouncing him with theyr hands; 
pray them to ponder aſaying, of one of the rareſt Wits, 
which the world hath a log time hadjit is Picus Mirandy- 
l,,expreſſed by him in theſe words to his nephew. 214274 
inſania Enangelio non credere,cuina veritatcem ſanruis Marty= 
rum clamat, ApoHtolice reſonant voces,prodieia probant , ratio 


wa 


confirmat, elementaloquuntur, demones confitentur; ſed lonee Picus Mis 
wator inſanm, ſi de veritate Euageli non dubites, vinere tame rand.epiſte 
quaſi de eim falfitate non dubitares. It 1s a prodigious folly, * 
not to belieue the Ghoſpell , the truth whereof 3s {ſealed 
with the bloud of Martyrs innumerable, teſtifyed by the 
Apoſtles, proued by Miracles, confirmed by reaſon, pu- 
bliihed, and declared by the elements , and creatures in- 
ſenſible, confeſſed euen by the Dinells - Butitis a much 
more notorious folly , not to doubt at all of the verity 
of the Ghoſpell , which one profefleth ; and yet to liue, 
as if you made no queſtion of the falſity therof. 

What a mockery 1it15, to carry the name of apoore 
Sauiour , and to burne with enraged auarice ? Of an 
humble Sauiour , and to ſufter himf.1fs to be expoſed to 
tempeſtuous windes of exhorbitant ambition', which 
breatheth nothing but breaches , and ſhipwrackes ? Of 
a cructfixed Sautour,and toline m a maſſe of UG 
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ly effeminated with delights, and curiohityes, euen.to. 


the making their ſpittings to ſwimme in gold ? Of a 
meeke , and courteous Sauijour , and to carry vnder the 
name of a Chriſtian, a Gorgoxs eye, the anger of an «{ſ- 

icke, the hart of a Tizer, a ſoule tull of reuenges, of gall, 
of bloud, of Monſters, of beaſtly brutiſhneſle ? 

O God, what Chriſtianity 1s this ? Salujanu ſpea- 
keth a word very remarkable . 0s Chriitianorum cul- 
p4, Diuinitatis iniuriaeit ; atrocius ſub ſantti nomints profes 
fione peccamus . Ipſa enim errores noitros religio quam profite- 
mur accuſat .We cannot linne without making our ſelues 
culpable of ſpirituall treaſon in the higheſt degree , the 
finnes of Chriſtians are ſacriledges., the name which 
they beare, condemneth their life , without any. other 
forme of proceſſe. 

Theſe colds of the North, this ycyneſſe, which ſome 
Catholiques ſhew in their beliefe 1s greatly ſcandalous, 
and preiudiciall to Verity , becauſe the misbelicuing , 
which ſee them live inſuch exorbitancy , cannot per= 
{wade themſelues, they firmely belieue the Ghoſpell , 
which they profeſſe, but that all their Religion, is but 
an exteriour countenance, and rather aſ2dentary,idle 
amnzement of wordes,then a true life of yertue : And 
that bringeth a horrible prejudice into the Church of 
God , which ſhould euenrent our harts,, if we yet hold 
on2 only veyne of that noble bloud , ths Martyrs haue. 
profuſely ſpent forthe defence of the truth. The reme- 
dyes,for theſe efſentiall impediments in the a& of Chri- 
ſtianity areto take away , and cut off the Cauſes of this 
inadelity . | 

1. To preparea conſcience, chaſt, and timerous , 
which neuer- will make it ſelfe an Hoſteſſe for mortall. 
finne; and if by chaunce, it do giue harbour thereunto , 

ro 
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to diſlodge it preſently: for finnes heaped one vpon an-" 
other by a diſtolute deadnefle of confeflion , make a (a- 
uage , and britiſh ſoule , which ſeeketh nothing but to 
be freed from God, though it bea matter impoſlible. 

. 2. Nottotaſtthebleflings , contentmers , nor ho< 
nour; of the wozld, with too much ardour ; they cafily 
enſnare our affetions, and make the forgetfullnes of 
heauen lide into an inſenfible ſoule . - | | 

3- Toeſchew curioſity, principally in matter of re- 
| ligion,as the canker of Fayth. We muſt reſemble the 

Cuttle,a very wiſe fiſh, who during ſtormes, fixeth her- 

ſelfe irmely on.the rocks, without motion:amongſt the 

floating thoghts,which.a darke clowdy conſcience may, 

ſuggeſt , alwayes to hold ones foote on therocke of S. 

Peter, fixed, and ſtable; to truſt the diretion of the 

Church, and not to forſake our hold. Itis the moſt pal- 

pable folly , which can creepe into the brayne.of man , 

todefire wiſdome, contrary to that wifdome of Saints, 
which-15 Humility : No plus ſapere , quam oportet ſapere, 
fed ſapere ad ſobrictatem | 

4+ To exerciſe himſelfe diligently in good workes , 
as Prayers , Abſtinencyes , Frequentations of Sacra- 
ments, and Almeſdeedes . Fayth 1s giuen to you , as an 
inheritance of heauen, whoſocuer endeauoureth not ta. 
husband it, looſeth at. 
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Friendly , and boleſome Counſel! , to the Nobility of 
| the pretended Religion, 


CAINT Hierome 1n his Epiſtle to Cteſiphon , 
hath ſpoken very remarkably: Hereſes ad ori. 
ginem ſuam renocaſſe , confutaſſe : hereticorum 
fſententias prodidiſſe , ſuperaſſe eft . An hereſy 
diſcouered, is a face vnmasked , take away the vizard, 
you diſarme her, pull away this ſemblance , payntred 
with hypocrify, þ woes: ſhe hath playſtred her face, 
you uſlciently refute her , you need but to know her, 
_ to ouercomeher; and when the head of her arrowes are 
bare, they haueno more force. 
Catholike Dofours haue hitherto couragiouſly 
endeauoured to take from her this veyle, and adulte- 
rated colours: yea cuen ſhe atthis tyme, hath ſo fauou- 
rably for you vnmasked herſelfe, thata man muſt pull 
out his eyes , not to behold the deformity in therebelli- 
on thereof , mſtly deteſted by the Sage , and Moderate 
of her owne {1de. And Tbeſeech thzm to confider , that 
this egge which they abhorre, 1s layd by the Rauen,chat 
broodeth in their boſome , and it 15 a great blindneſſe, 
to brake the egges of the-_Aſpicke : _ cheriſh the Ser- 
pent, which hath layd them. 
' Good, and generous foules, which yet retayne ſome 
ſparkes of a French ſpirit, do wel ſee, theſe proccedings 
are not according to Scripture , which ſo ſeuerely re- 
commendeth the honour of Kings, and therefore they 
ſound aretreate, they told vp their enfignes, freely con- 
A 4 | felling 
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felling they haue erred , as men, aud proteſting not to 


perſcuere in miſchiefe, like Diuells ; There is none bur 
enraged ſpirits, that will be healed, by theexperience of | 


their owne ill, and bury themſelues in their ruyne ; wiſe 
men alwayes make a medicine for themſelues of others 
folly : OptimumeN alienainſania frui . 

Goto then , you , whoafter ſo many voyces from 
heauen, do ſtill ſtagger , and aduiſe , if you ought to re- 
turneto the Romane Church , which 15 the wombe of 
your beginning, and boſome of your repoſe ; Giue me 
leaue, that I may take this filme from your eyes ; grow 
not outragious ; to what purpoſe ſhould you ſtand qua- 
king'1n theſe frightfull agonyes ? Exercile a little pati- 
ence, I do not doubt, but you wul bleſſe the hand, which 
layeth hold on you , when you ſhall come to ſee the 
light. | 

. I come not with (word in hand, to put a Religion 
into your heads with mayne force; I come to you tull 
of compaſlion of your miſery, full of affetion of your 
faluation , full of the deſire of youreaſe, of your con» 
tentment , of your glory . Do you refuſe me? A truth , 
doth nat gall your cares, when you ſhall haue vnder- 
ſtood it, and diligently conſidered it; if ir pleaſe you 
Not, you may reie: it. ButI beſeech God the Father of 
light and mercy , may open your hart, andeyestore- 
ſolue you heerin according to his holy will . It is a mat- 
ter of no ſmall importance, to handlethe affayres of fal- 
uation. 

We well know, we haue an 1mmortall ſoule, which 
ſhall ſuruiue to all eternity , eyther m the boſome of the 
glory of Paradiſe, or in the flames of the damned; we 
well know , by what gateitentred into this life , and 
where itat this preſentiotourneth; but we vnderſtand 
not, 
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136 The Holy Court, _ (Lib. 2, | 
not, by what paſſage when, nor how, it ſhall iſſue out ; 
We hauc nothing heere morecertayne thendeath, no-' 
thing more vncertayne, then the houre, and manner, 
nothing ſo aſſured in the other world ,as to find there, 
a iudgement of God , a Paradiſe for vertues , a Hell for 
ſinnes; nothing ſo doubtfull , as the determinate ſen- 
tence of your proceſſe, nothing fo abſolutely con- 
firmed , as that one cannot be ſaued without true Reli- 
gion :and nothing ſo controuerted by the malice of Sa- 
than, as the verity of Religion. 

Notwithſtanding , if you errein the choyce, you 
make ſhipwracke, before you weigh Anchor, and fo 
long as you remayne in errour , nothing can faue, nor 
deliuer you from eternall damnation. For it is abeliefe 
of all Chriſtianity , witneſſed by S. Fulgentizs in the 
booke, which he hath compoſzd of Faith, that all thoſe, 
who ſhut vp the courſe of their life , out of the true 
Church , although they hauec filled the world with Hoſ- 
pitals,and ſhed theyr bloud for the name of Ieſus Chris, 
cannot free themſclues, from the eternall torments of 
hell. uz extra eccleſiam Catholicam preſentem finiunt vi- 
tamsin iznem eternum ituros, quantaſcung, elecmoſynas fece- 
rint, & ſt pro Chriiti nomine etiam ſanguin:m fuderint, nul- 
latenus poſſe ſalueri. 

See wretched ſoule, if at this dreadfull hower of 
death,and Gods 1udgment, you find your ſelfe miſera- 
bly decetued -by your Miniſters , ynder the pretext of 
ſcripture, whither will you haue recourſe? Verily what- 
ſoeuer 1s ſayd to you,you well know in your coſcience, 
that dying in the Fayth of S. LeWvis, Saint Bernard, Saint 
Francis, who haue direly oppoſed yours,you haue all 
the poſſible afſurance of a good Religion : nor dol 
thinke, you haueſo layd downe all ſhame , that youcan 
2 condem- 


- 4 1; OA. WY $ by es op” & _— - 
ww Aa; #51 me Fn  REREATS 7 MN, > , : —— 


—_— 


Obſtacle, TT. | Errour in Religion, 137 
condemne ſo great and illuſtrious perſonages. 
 Youare not ignorant , thatall Innouation is daun= 
erous: bur prigcipally 1h matter of Fayth. They that 
P How , the courſe and generallity of a Religion an» 
cient,and well grounded, cannot periſh , but in falling 
from heauen, cannot ſtumble in theyr beliefe , but in 
entombing themſelues in the ruines of Chriſtianity, 
which God neyther can , nor will ſuffer to be loſt, ac- 
cording to his promiſes. They which adhere to Nouel- 
tyes, ſayle inaſea of monſter;, and tempeſts , without. 
Pole-ſtarre, without Rudder,withoutPilot, without any 
other guide, then theyr owne tudgment, which cannot 
chooſe, but very ealily deceyue them . 
If there be flames in Hell, imployed in the puniſh - 
ment of finnefull ſoules , it ſhall eſpecially be layd on 
thoſe, which haue laboured to rent the garment of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to breake the connex1ons, and ſeames of the 
Church, to ſtrike at the lawfull powers ordayned by 
God,to throw diſorder, fyre, and bloudin the ſtate of 
theyr Prince. What horror will it be, in this great, and 
generall day, when you ſhall ſee your innocency by af> 
ſociation of Religion , engaged to the enormity of fo 
many diſaſtrous crimes ,as you muſt expiate with pay- 
nes, which ſhall haue noother l:murs, buteternity? En- | 
ter againeinto yourſelfe a litle, and afford ſo much pa- 
ticce, as to know your ſelfe, for if you dehre to proceed 
therein with all ſecurity, I aduiſe you three thinges. 
Firſt, to haue a ſpirit throughly diſcharged of anticipa- 
tions, bold animotityes ; and apprehenſions. It 15{ayd, 
that heertofore at Smyrna a Citty of Greece, there was a 
falſe mirrour keptin the Temple , which did repreſent 
the moſt beautifull and amiable faces, with notable de- 
formity; and on the contrary gaue to creatures vgly, & 
: 2) | miſha- 
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miſhapen,a luſtre of a borowed, and wholy 1maginary 
beauty. Your Miniſters in the falle glaſle of theyr do- 
arine,repreſent the Romaxe Church to you, this loue- 
ly,and chaſt ſpouſe of Heaven, as.a monſter, compoſed 
of all ſorces of abhominations,you haue your eares per- 
petually beaten, with the ſeauen hils of Rome, with Ar 
tichrit, with the horned Beaſt, with Idolatryes, and Su- 
perſitions, which they malitiouſly obtrude to ys.If you 
remayne fixed in thele perſuaſions , how can you do 0- 
ther, but hate that, which you know not ? 
On the contrary., you are made to behold an Irreli- 
gion, which you well know to haue beene begun by a 
enerall reuolt, from ſuperior powers, by ſcandalous 
adioyes , andan jnffaing number of crueltyes , as a 
celeſtiall dorine, beautifull, radiant vnder the pretext 
of {cripture,which is moſt ſubie& to fancy ; and conti- 
dering it ynder this veyle, you loue1t, and as Nero,who 
through an Emerald , beheld the flames, & bloud of his 
country,and found it a pleaſant mirror : ſo, whilſt you 
view the pretended Rchgion, vnder a veyle, all feemeth 
beaurifull , & goodly to you. Take away for one hower 
at leaſt, this partiall preiudicate ſpirit, drunke with 
oro, and take another,calme, repoſed ſfetled, which 
ath an indifferenteare for ech part. 
'The ſecond thing is, you muſt not too much ſtick 
' ypon petty curiolityes 4 thouſand controuerſyes,and 
vnprofitable diſputations: Truth ordinarily is therin ll 
-handled ; vnder the ſhadow of cheriſhing it , itis haled 
this way,and that way, with ſuch boldnefſe, that it ſce- 
meth euery one would diſmemberit , and ech man-taks 
-us ſhare away with him. After ſo: many ſtabbes , and 
Ftoccados on this fide and that fide, no other fruit is de- 
rived, but Yea, and Nod the fpiritofe anon 2 
: W | ei 
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ſelfe as much yoyd of peace, and reaſon, as it is full of 
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what is written in the Prophet Zl;as - God is not to be 
found in the ruſtling of 1mpetueus windes, in boyſte- 
rous ſtormes,in turmoyles, 1n fyre, but in a gentle gale, 
which bringeth light, and refreſhment in his winges; 17s 
ſobilo aure tenut « , 
Likewiſe, the verity fit to handle the converſion of 
ſoules , is nor Ry abiding'in theſe ardent, and 
ſmoky diſputations , where the prizes of faſt, and looſe 
are played,but in the repoſeof a = ſpirit, temperate, 
moulded in the handes of a prudent docibleneſle , Far 
fayth runneth a different courſe, from humane ſciences. 
Toſay,why this? and why that ? To ſift the cauſes, the 
effe&s,the tenents , theytmoſt bounds of a paint, it is 
the vulger track of inferior ſchooles. Fayth which hath 
God himfelfe for obie&,a bottomleſſe _AMlyſe of light, 
and perfetion,cannot yeild a naturall reaſon of all that 
it wl roar otherwiſe1t would not be fayrh, nor God 


would no more be God. 9uj fidem querit , rationens 707 ferm, jg. 
querit: quid Athenis,c Hieroſolymis? quid Academia + Ec- Tertull, ds 
Thſie? Nottra inflitatio de porticu Salomonis e#t , que myonet®” «ſcrip. 


Deum in ſimplicitate cordis querendam . He that ſeeketh 
fayth ſeeketh not reaſon. Athens hath nothing to inter- 
meddle with Hieruſalem, nor the Academy with the 
Church.Our ſchoole is the porch of Sa/omon,which tea- 
cheth vs, we muſt ſearch for God with ſimplicity of 
hart, and not with friuolous curioſity. 

Fayth moueth vpon two Poles, the firſt is to belieue, 
what God hath reuealed, the ſecond to belieue , becauſe 
he who is an eternall Truth hath reucaled it without 
any other reſtri&ion,ſpecified modification,or humang 
diſtinAion. What wrong doth the-Creatour to vs, if ho 
C4. = Oy S 2 E would 


| _ 


740 © The Holy Court, (Lib, 2: 
would haue ys belicue more of him then weare able to 
comprehend? Ir is not for the 1r0x,to aske of the Md 
»4nt from whencethoſe-Charmes , and ſecret Influen- 
ces come,wherewith he attracteth , and captiueth him. 
It is inough, that he follow. When God propoſeth a ye- 
rity vnto thee by the voyce, and generall conſent of his 
Chucch,”poore man)thou kickelt , thou friskeſt, thou 
doſt appeale to humane rcaſon,, to ſenſe, to iudgment, 
which hath winges too ſhort, and inſufficient to vnder- 
takeſuch flight: whilſt thou therein procecdeſt in thar 
manner,thy Fayth will beno Fayth , but a pedantixall 
wrangling. Itis a great ſcience in matter of Rel1g1on to 
haue a holy, and conſcientious Iznorance. All FHereti- 
ques{ ſayth Tertulliay )promiſe reaſon, and knowledge. 
Omnes tument, omnes ſcientiam pollicentur : All of them aſ- 
fayle fayth with humane vnderſtanding. God teacheth 
vs another way, which 15 to adore his myſteries with 
iter. Lg. ſubmiſſion of ſpirit, & make of our owne proper iudg- 
de Trinit. ments,a ſacrifice on the Hultar of fayth : Sapientiehac 
mmiios weritas eit,interdum ſapere, quod nolis - : 

* The third thing , which you are to haue 1n great re- 
commendation, is diligently topurge your conſcience 
from the ruſt of ſinne. The ſpirit of God is pleaſed ,and 
fed amongſt Lillyes, and nothing ſo much hindereth 
heauenly dodrine,as impurity of hfe. Pearles are diſol- 
ued in vineger,and Truthn a hart made bitter with the 
corruption of vice. If you deſyre., that ſhe ſhould come 
to you, obſerue z. thinges exactly. Firſt endeauour, ( as 
much , as you can pollibly )to,fre2 your ſelfe from a 
certayneſpirit of preſumption, which puffeth men vp 
in theyr skin, and inebriateth them with the loue of 
th:yr owne iudgment, before they. be througly awake- 

ned, and from hence it commeth, that they cape 
tely 
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theyr owne thoughtes, wordes, Maxiwes , that all ſee+ 


meth gold. This is a pernicious illufton,and which ſtop-. 
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tely imbrace themſelues, and make ſuch eſteeme of 


peth vpall acceſſe to our Sajour , whois much. pleaſed. 


to conuerle with the humble. | 
Secondly, live with great purity of (oule & body ,ca- 
refully preferuing your ſelfe from being engulfed}, in 
ſenſuall affeAions, pleaſures,and ordure of fleth, which 
bury the ſoule in a puddle, and make it vncapable of 
all good. God hath not vpon earth a more acceptable 
Ho.tzſfe, rhen purity of hart; ut dilizit cordis mundi- 
tiem, amicum habebit Regems tncorruptio facit fe proximum 
Deco » 
Briefly, labour to adorne your ſelfe with Charity,, & 
the very bowels of pitty towards the poore,and perſons 
afflicted, affiſting them according tothe ability which 
you haue; and when you, fortityed with ſuch armes, 
ſhall daily knock at the gates of Heauen,, by inceſſant: 
prayer asking grace,ſpeaking,and conferring oft with 
ſome Catholigue Doctour, vertuous,charitable, and pea- 
cefull,I haue infinite ag the Father of light, will dart 
vpon your hart, ſomeo 
to.know the truth. In the; meane ſpace. ponder alitle in 
your hart, 4. notable points, which will make you diſ- 
couer the falſity of the pretended Religion. The firſt, is 
the beginning. The ſecond, the progreile. The third the 
foundation of doarine; The fourth,, the fruits. Behold 
foure touch-ſtones, to iudge'aright of Religion. If all 
this do well accord with reaſon, and verity 1n the pre- 
tended R2l1gion, follow-1itzif not, behold where you are. 
:Fhen fritofall conſider, whether this Religion yon 
profeſle be ancient, or new. If it be ancient , and that 16 
be the Religion of the Apoſtles, you ought to follow ” 
| S 3 1 
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if new , yon ought tocondemne it, no man doubtetrh. 
Yea, but it is new; how do we proue it? Firſt by the 
narhe thereof : All Religion, which is called reformed, 
ought neceſſarily to haue beene deformed; for a thinge 
1s not reformed, which neuer hath had deformity. This 
15 cleere. And every Religion, which is ſfayd to be refor- 
med in thinges eſflentiall, as are Sacraments, wes then 
before deformed in matters eſſentiall; and fo deformed, 
thatin a word it was no longer a TR . For it is as 
impoſlible,a Religion can ſubliſt, without the verity of 
fayth, and Sacraments, as tolay,thata man can bea man 
without humane ſoule.Now, this Religion,of which we 
makequeſtion according to your ſaying, was deformed 
in eſſentiall thinges, to wit 1n Sacraments , then ſhe was 
no morea Religion, no more then a lying Truth , (to 
ſpeake properly ):s a Truth, 


Wherefore , we muſt conclude, that thoſe , which - 


boaſt, they haue reformed it within a hundred yeares, 
haue made it wholy new , as if the ſunne had-beene an- 
nihilated for a thouſand yeares ſpace, and that God 
cameto reſtore it, it would be an abſolute new ſunne; ſs 
is this a Religion wholy new. Behold then ,if every new 
Religion (as is moſteuident) carry her condemnation, 
ſee you not,that this ſame, which you profeſle, is falſe, 
fince ſhe proueth her ſelfe to be new , and oncly diſco: 
uered ſince Luther,and Caluin ? 

And thinke not , this Novelty 15 only proued by rea- 
ſon Tris your owne confeflion in the 31. article, where 
you openly profeſſe, the Church hath not onely beene 

ormed , but abſolutely made new : this ſole 1nnoua- 
tion (if you 1udgearight of 1t) ſhould giue you occaſion 
to ſuſpect it, 

The ſage Common Wealth of the Lycians , heertofore 
Of 
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ordayned, that all thoſe who would propoſe any nouel- 
ty in matter of Law , ſhould deliver ir in publike, with 
halter aboutrtheir neckes z to the:end thatif theſe inno« 
uations were not found to be good , and profitable, the 
authors thereof ſhould beſtrangled in the place. And 
what can one thinke of thoſe, which hauec obtruded 
Nouelliſme ſo diſaſterous , and preimciall to Chriſten« 
dome, by the effuſion of ſo much bloud in matter of re- 
ligion ? Iudge your ſelues,and weigh atleaſure the force 
« this argument; you ſhall perceyueitis very hard to 
find euafions agaynſt this verity. For of two thinges , 
you muſt confeſle one, eyther that the Church hath 
wholy beene extin& the ſpace of about a thouſand 
yeares, and then that it hath beene newly repayred ac- 
cording to the auncient modell of the Apoſtles: or that 
it hath alwayes beene on foote , butinuifible, and vn» 
knowne . Thefs two'cuaſions are very vayne, and fri. 
uolous,as you ſhall ynderſtand,thereunto a little apply- 
ing your wdgment. 

For to.{peake of the firſt , expreſſed inthe 31. Ar- + 
ticle of your fayth., that the Church hath beene newly 
reformed. Firſt, thatit 1s agaynſt the word of God, who : 


to his Church promifeth an affiſtance without inter- Math 8; 


ruption, even to the end of the world; Theſe are the 20, 
words of Saint Matthew: Behold Iam with you, all the 
dayes , even to the conſummation of the world. Head» 
mitteth not one ſole day of interruption , and you make - 
one, of a thouſand, or eleauen hundred yeares. Secondly - 
you make a Ieſus-Chriſt difarrayed , a Church reduced - 
to nothing , for the ſpace of ten ages, which is very in- | 
tollerable, and ſhall neuer be; nay not during the tyme 
of _Antichrifs perſecution. Thirdly, if this were, you 
muſt'deny the prouidence of God, fato A 
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loud of his Sonne, yea he,who hath. a care, 
euen of the neſts of the litcle Zalcyoxs .Fourrhly , you 
muſt ſay,that Iefus Chriſt was an impaſter ,and ynable; 
an Impoſtor , to haue promiſed a Church without 1n- 
terruption ; vnable, in that he could not preſerue it : all 
which 1s blaſphemous. To affirme the ſecond , that this 
Church, hath alwayes beene vnknowne and 1nuthble; 
if all men were chaunged into goſlings,it might happen 
they would be thus perſwad<d ; Burt if they yet retayne 
in the very brayne of a gooſe, one dramme of humane 
Capacity, 1t were impolible z ſo 1impertinent 15 this pro- 
polition. 

For firſt of all, becauſe you will affirme nothing, 
without proofe out of holy Scripture, it is demaunded 
of you; where 1s it{poken of this ynknowne Church, 
of this inuifible Church ? Much otherwiſe, the 15s. com- 
pared to a Citry, planted vpon a hill, to the light, to the 
pauillon of the Sunne, as the Scripture teacheth vs, and 
Saint Auguitine prooueth it by the ſame Scripture ypon 
the 18. P/a/me . 11 ſole poſuit tabernaculum ſuum ; in manife< 
Hatione poſuit Eccleſiam ſuam: 

Secondly if this Church were vnknowne , whither 
ſhould the Gentils addreſſe themf(clues for their conuer- 
fion ?or thoſe that weredoubtfullfor their reſolution ? 
or , all the faythfull for their direction ? God refer- 
reth all to his Church; Is 1t not a meere mockery to 
ſend them toa thing inurftble ? Thirdly, if there beno 
proofein Scripture, which averreth rhis, ſome humane 
reaſon at leaſt is requiredz;can.a propolition more rea» 
ſonable be ſpoken , then to aske of thoſe , who man- 
rayne a thing to haue beene in former ages , to produce 
ſome markes thereof? Thatthey ſhew, how in a thou: 

an 
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ſatid-yeares of deſolation ,'their Church hath beene in 
being? That they ſerbefore vs oneſole hiſtory , which 
witnelleth, how 1n the thouſand two, three, fowre,and 
fiue hundreth yeares,, there -was found a company 'of 
brethren; who profeſſed an vniuerſall ſumme of all the 
articles, which thzſe men now maintayne ?- | 

The Phenix 1s very rare; but yet it is ſayd, in ſuch,8 
ſucha yeare a Phenix was ſeene at Rome,Do we find,that 
any man fayth thelike of the pretended reformed Rel: 

10n 7 There 1s nota word. We find the Y audois, Circums 
cellians, Gnoitiques, Borborites, & Beguins, who haue held 
ſome piece. of our Heretiques beliefe , and welikewiſe 
behold, that all hane beene condemned, as Heretiques ; 
But there 1s notone aleneto be found, who hath framed 
this body of the pretended Religion, as itis at this day 
compoled ; what meaneth this? Is it to haue one ſmall 
ſparkle of the vnderſtanding of man , to affirme ſuch a 

ting tohhaile beene,/andnor to know, how to produce 
one-proofe? © | 

' }Is it not toſet vp AEſops aſſe, who vaunted he had 

reat:{ecretts of wiſdome to communicate to other 
Feats -:and to:authorize it; he hid himſelfe a long tyme 
ina dry pit ,from whence he came, with a Philoſaphers 
cloke, ſaying that whilſt, he had beene 1nuifible, he had 
much addicted himſelfe to ſciences, and the knowledge 
of truth. In the end it was knowne, he was an afſe, and 
with many blowes , '& baſtonadoes:, he was ſentbacke 
agayne to the pit, from whence he came.”This 1s the pa- 


rable: which Tertwian lpake-to;the Heretiques of his ,,,,, 
ty me-:LAfinus de A Eſop.puteomodo ven tf 1am exelamas, Marc l.ay 


dic quid ſis, aquevenias ,&- quod ſit tibi iuein nobis? You cv» 

now come forth, as an Aſſe out of AE/opspit, and you 

cry out,tell me, who are you? From whence come you, 
tlic oe EE. oO 
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who ſent'you? what right haue you vpon ys to extin-< 


guſh che beliefe of our forefathers ? Do you not behold 
a beginning of the pretended ſhameleſſe, and ridiculous 
teligion, which well prooueth her Nullity ? | | 
..: The ſccond ain, on which we muſt reſt; 
15 to well ballance the progreſſe, aduaunement, and pu- 
blication of this Sect. If you and ur conformable , to 
the-auncient manner of th: primitiue Church, follow 
it: If it be directly oppoſite, haue you not great reaſon 
toabandon it ? Now.(Syr) loitis, and behold how. The 
true Church from her infancy, hath had 3. markes, moſt 
cuident The firſt is a great loue of Virginity, Chaftiry, 
and Continency, witnefie Udrbenagoras, a moſt auncis 
ent Authour, who maketh mention of chis great parity 
of body, andſayth, Itis the marke of the excellency of 
our Religion ; Reperire apud nos £4 permadlios Vires & mu- 
kieres, qut incalibatu conſencſcunt.. 

The ſecond, a great Hunulity , and Obedienceto 
Superiours, recommended by S. Paul to the Romans ; 
Ler cuery ſoule be fubiect ro ſuperiour powers . 'The 
third, aſweetneſſe, andan admirable patiencein per- 
ſecutions. Behold , what appeared inthe publication.of 
the Ghoſpell: If you obſerueany thing like in the pro- 
greſſe of the pretended Religion , then haue youcauſle , 
to haue a-good opinion. of it. Butif you therein do ſee 
all-proceedings oppoliteto theſame, conclude, itis not 
ef God. Andrellme,;whatthey are, in theforealleaged 
points; let vs not yndertake , toſpeake of the yices of 

articularmen, whichareexceſles.of nature, and not 


Jawes\of profefiion:: Fortoſay., that therearewices in 


. .anebody, and mm onaſett; that 3s roſaynothing;'burto 


ſay., thoſe wices are confirmed, and authorized by the 
maxnucs, and:cxamples of ctherſame fot this as. to1ay- 
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M_. Now this'is ic, which we behold inthe proceeding” 
of the pretenders... Cam it be detiyed that wo ought t67 
keep proniſerromen; arid ya much trenger reaſon , - 
what we promiſe to iGod $\And notwithſtanding the 
prineipall of the pretenders haus _ by word ; atid 
praiſed by example, the dorine of the whole body-z- 

Which is, 'thar ohe'may' breake ayow of Chaſtity ; to 

wit, of a thing very good, for itis prayſed by the mouth-,,,,., ... 
of our Sauiour, and Saint Paxl: of a thin very reaſo- a.Cor. Fo 
nable, for millions of Saints haue practiſed, in the be- 
cintiing of the Church--iof a thing moſt holy , for the 
Scripture hath gen it the name of Sanity ; to-breake- 

a Vow ſealed , as with theſeale of the inuocation of the'!- Theſ. 4 
Frinity,and with the bloud of Jeſus, to breake tt, nor by 

frailty \, but by: profeſſiviy; agaynſt the doQrine;, 'and' 
pracale; of-oll antuquity; Is this a'tnarke of the'trit© pec!, y, 
Church? 3 oo ron em of OT DG | 

” 1 Taketheſecond marke, Obedience ; moſt naturall 
tothe primitive Chriſtians, and ts all iuſt men, who are 
called a Nation of Obedience, und you find in the rifans: 
cy of the pretended Religion;a reveltagaynitall Eccle- 
fiaſticall, and ſecular powers, continued in all tymes,8&- 
iti aſl thequarters of the world , where ſhe could never 
ſolitcle be introduced, with ſuch crueltyes,as we know 

rExperictices” , | fg S600 20ch (1 27 ane 
Takethe third marke, which is the-D oue-like{ſweet- 
nefſe of the firſt Chriſtians in perſecutions . And in this 

erended religion, thereis nothing but conuenticles of o . 
Stare ,vf Fazons, of Armyes, ranſackings;& horrors; |... 
which make all good conſciences to rremble. © bt re 

Bchold goodly markes , for the eſtabliſhment of a 
Religion. What excuſe wil you haue at Gods judgment, 
to haue followed ſuch 2 ſet , which had'neucrbeene 

190,8 * Fs borne , 


148. The Holy Court. ' [| Tib;t. ' 
borne , but to vilify , and worry the Nobility ? For'the 
third conſideration, examine well, the foundatian af 
this new Religion, and you-will find:the1mpokkure. Ca-: 
i Ut tholike Religoen hath wy nn ww that, which 
* may ſatisfy , a fayre, and generous loule; as S. Augnu/time 
— as. well 4 as Wi G | SECS ** "4 3 | 
+ ,.- Furſtthe Scripture;; for thereis-not tobe found any 
Text expreſle, formall, and ſincere, in ame PE 
15 not aggreable to the articles of our Fayth, & all Mi- 
niſters are challenged to produce, bur one. $10; 
-, Secondly the;ſegitimateſuccetlion., and mifſian of 
Paſtors. Thirdly, the authority of Councells.. Fourthly- 
the interpretation of Fathers . Fifchly many werghty, 8 
ſrogly auerred miracles. Sixthly the endeauour of pere 
feHion, and ſolide vertues,, which.is ro;be found 3n ſo; 
many. thouſand pure ſoules;, thatliue1in canformity to; 
this Law - Seauenthly che monumeats of all antiquity ,3 
and the rombes of our aunceſtours , which (peake for 
vs. If I would atlargeexten1 all thefe conſ1deracions.,: 
you would tind them meruaylouſly-powerfull.. * 
- Much otherwiſe, the — Religion hath ino- 
thing for foundation, but a falſe maske of Scriprure, 
which is a fayned, and ruinous foundation , as it ſhall 
appeaſe. : on lh do ter bropletiatd 2l.filo 
Firſt it is euxdent, that the Diuell, and allheretikes; 
of paſſed tymss , haue taken thei4me foundanon, eaer 
ſaying, that the Scripture was of their lide , which was 
moſt falſe: yet behold. from whence: all Herefies, are: 
9 : ad come; Neque enjmunats {nut hereſes , niſidum: Scripture ts 
epiſt. ct intelliquntur.nen bene. Leg [Oo 00 TIK © 6 TIC!LL 7 
_- © Secondly; the world hauing beene- two. thouſand 
yeares, and more without Scriprure, the firſt Scriptures 
were: written, jn Hchrew, by abbretianon, wath: ary 
A CITETS: amdl- 


of. "1 


ObRace TR! [ErremrdwReigion: 40; 
ambigouy, thatit yas lawfu}l for every onefollowing 
his awn opinion, tacompolea Bible.to his own liking, . 
Apd youthatneytther know-Hebre, GrackegPOr Live» 
18 whome will you conhde 2. ;; of13 to n0t59b offs nou 
_... Thardly , vpon- paſlages, written; ig, very,expreſſe 


will become. of difficulties. more. thorny, ;? Knery Dag. | 
fayth he hath the crue ſenſe on his. fide, whomethould 


: = +:# % on 


lkediſorderzaco che-Chufch.., 1-5 of G0 

: - /Fourthly,.in thoaungient law,;the Bible was inthe, -© &+-5 
Arke, aid no man durſt open.it, and turneir, toreſolue. « 
controuerſjes vpon. this rule: but did expe& the decaſt-, Malee.2s 
an thereof fromthe Prieftsmourh-, who bad a lawful,” * 
ſacceſlion. The lipps of the Pyie#t are the-Rorehou(es of. knows, 
kedee , 111 from his mauth;you (hall enquire the Lav, . _... 

.._  Fiftly [the wiſeſt men of the world, after they had 
maturely. thought vpon-it,, haue found;no.other wayrta 
derermine controuen(yes, bus ro haugracourle.rp tt de- te.1. y 
cifion (of a head. Such js the opinion of S, Ireneus , ofs. e. 4. 
_Aucnſtine,S. Hicrome, of Vincentins Lyrinenſss,amd of l _—_— | 
other . OE VNR TO 72949] B TO ID than o1477 monte 
2 Sixtly;y it.js.the, cammaupfemgnf.of (Ea +4198 Lyrin. ade 


Prophet Ezzchie/,when any controuerſy ſhall be rayſed; _4 bar, 


My Prieſts ſhall hold, Seſfions,,and ſhall.udge.my.lawes: Exec b.4.45 


For, of accsfliry, we muſt, haug ag auchorny mogning , 24 


magiltral} {306 Ruud; 08919009 85 ied! j;0 7; ants 


ry | 7a} ly com®] [ BB. $2.5 
-+Sexrrenithly ; caty one [peake any thing; more iuſt;,:. | 


hen thatih eaſe, any pliccof Scripmre; hath obfouri-i \ | 


ty fhrit/ it werdte gfoh bereey eohearcrherel. 
upon the deciſion of the mayneitreameofrheaunciont: 
Fateh - difirtere ted fro bur Controverſies then tb in- 
force ourſelites topaſſe yponithe mdgomenrota puſli<: 
; otiar&adticrfary;, Hicks withour wartrant.cor authe-: 
rity? Wheh id the yeare 1 515. Hetely bopan firſt 1a 
Franre,B that there was butonheMinifter,a Wooll-car-: 
der, called Tohp Le Cley, int the Citty of Means, where 
ſoul@ he fita"the interpreration of Soripanre ? irithe! 
mouth of this Carder; orita lawfullConticel!?Iudge,: 
behold, what you'g6 about, you may heereby ſee-how- 
much this pretext of Scripture 1s mahicious,; ſhifting, 8 
frinol6bs.- 0 LT $3 Sr 28013 1th 7 IEG 
Briefly, for the fourth confideration take the Maxima 
fromthe Sonne* 6f 'God , *toiudge well ofa Set: You 
miſt wn 9 by thefruits, and the effe&ts . Whatfruits, 6 
_ What effeds;, hate we [eerie to come from this preten- 

ded Religion? The feate'6E God fifelediin theharts of 
tier by xpteſtinption of thei Saluation; Chriſtian dif. 

;pline oppreſſed by liberty; Chaſtity rrodden vnder 

doteby Yabridled Luxury ; The ſtandard'of Rebellion 
ifuspcetapaynlt the facred perſoris of Kings : corraps 

: |, tienToRritnge;defolanbnifo deteſtable; atts ſo batba 
rous ; that they niake the hayreſtand an end to all good 
teh | which have never ſo little ſenſe; a Ryle of fire, 
+ were. needfull , or a pen of Mdamant ſteeped in blous 

© th ehpreficthcnt 14ill Cour thent Thder the yeyle of 
" - $4.5 SO [1ST Y I ha | 


Matth, 7. 


& 1s fifth Vi j e951 ; 

©: -Inthenarit' of God, weigh atleyſure theſe confids- 
+: rations; which would deſerue a whole volume; and 
when you ſhall be conuinced by rbdfon,/kith holonget 
nn TO Sad io + > OR againſt 


ee. il 


—_— FTIz 


— free from this? What willſuch, and fich fay? Wit will 


[OL TT. DBrfoults RiNeion, wHAR 
agatuſta prick; goaboutns iore'xs Forge diffleultyes, 
How to put that in execution? !Themeanes howto be 


our whole fideaffirmeyn gegeral 2Muſt 3e8fefle, kave 
erred?and a thoaſand other thoughts) whichareceucil- 
lufions; you ſhall no fooner haue ſer your foote* int thie 
Romage C atholigue Charch, with ſomany men'of note 
lately conuerted; but all theſe Faqrafyeb-wilt v Þriſh,you 
ſhall liue in peace of tofſcietice), and 'ſhafFre@yte be. 
fore God , and man Glory immortal. 


-” , * @ 4 
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H x. tree'of knowledge of good; and, doth 
alſo yield fruzte ; twhach coft-ys ery dears : | 
we labour heere wixhitoo much ſpirit; which | 
GE goeth vp,and downiſearching, 6 prying 1n- | 
toall the obieds of the word, often forſaking the berter, | 
for the worſe. 5. Thowas moſtandiciatly obſeruech; that V. Them: | 
there is mudgh differeace betweene-the naturalt appe-  2:4:Þ 
tite , the ſenſuall, andbe incelletuall, Thenaturallay- | 
meth alwayes at things, which arereally.good for her, ] 
and proportionables; the ſenfuall 1s ſcattered ; the intel- | 
J-&tuall-alſo-is moreinclined:to delire eunll , playſtered: = 
with the ſemblance of. good ; Theplantdeſireth moy- | | 
| 


_— ———— 


Nure , with which the 1s nourtſhhed , and will never take 

2 ſtone, forthe dew . Manihauing too- much ſpirit and 

ſenſe not contenting himſelfe wich chings that really 

are good, nartouly conſonantto his nature, forgeth/o% 

thersin his 1de4 , which are goodin apparence; & eui}. 

4n ſubſtance. > SURG SW DIL 214 110 DEST ; 
2p 9: Not- | 


ok w.qT 
A 


oo T8 Boln Gor, ITS, $40) 
|, Notwichſtacding;Apparence taketh ypon ber, whe 
.the hagh ſeduced.the legs, conquered theimagination; 
(ſhe diyerh eyen dot9 the. Cabinetof theprince, which is 
the Y aderfianding;;} ipdputiing; falſe fpectacles v P on 
_his eyes, maketh him belicue, that blagke is white, glatſe 
1s-D;amend , and darkeneſle light... It is neceſlary,, that 
.the Will hould. daunce: to this zune ,and ſhould purſue 
;&þs good , which is repreſented yatoher hy:the Vnder- 
.Handing,,. be.it; tfue., beitfalle; from thence there gli- 
"deth into the condition offhumane life, a thouſand ex- 

trauagant illuſions. It is euen atthis day,that truth hath 
-loſt her garment, falſhood is cloathed with it; and Opi- 

nion in this Court:like habit_hath produced litcle mon- 
ſters,ve4lly; ind7aRvally ;biit ſuchas alſo holding and 
retayning the malice of their Father, and leuity of their 
-Mothar, aryrethemſeliies wich certayne veyles, which 
: Makss-;them fepme beautttull z they: thy vp; anddowne 
Like little Gapids,they:miake atradeof:deceyuing , 8&do 
practile.,with ſo much ſubrility, that they enſnare cuen 
the wileſt *i3.. | , 


17 # -..'; Behold our vnhappynedle; wearc in this world ; as 
. in the Hangof Dreames, whereof Lucianiſpeaketh; we ' 
_ dreame broagd-waking, and \uchidreames which are by 


ſo much the moreperilous , by how much we the leſſe 
.behold the daupger . A man, who hath dreamed all the 
night 2:45 ſoon, 25 he, begtnneth to open his eyelids, 


. mocks&th at his owne'fantaſies, and ſayth , they were 


dreames.z we:dreame all the long dayes of our life , and 
ſay, theyare verityes. We runne after theſe falſe imagi- 

ations;, as. Children after Butterflyes 5 when-the great 
Night of;pur death draweth neere , we _ to dif- 
charge ourſelues from this waking ſleep, and from this 
ſleeping vigill, we find we haue death at hand , —_ as 
<3 oo 


- 
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for the butcerflyes, which-we ſo eagerly hauefollswed,; 
after we haue oroken our heads and fhms am chdirpure 
fuit, we ieyther thiue Their leggs , nor wiigesinfour 
hands : . 2091: 
Behold one of che greateſt imped1ments of perfeti96! 
Alas, Nob:: {pirit thou ſhoulatt be trulynobie;,if chow _,-- ,,. ., 
couldſt ſhake 0:i this golden yoke ,the opinioh wherab 
hath (> turcharged thee conlecrating thy bodage there- 
unto by a-pretious 1mpoſture. But who will doit? Had macs. 
not he anciently, a notable{ubie heereon , who ſayd, Triſmege 
when he conh ered the eſtate of ithe world; thac the 
foules of men ſe-med to him to beail chrowne headlong 
from thepallace of Verity, into the torrent of Opinion, 
al of them tumbled 1n the throng,1nco the mercy of the 
waies, and few were ts be found: / rhat 'would braucly 
ferrle theinleities to row agaynſt che ſtreame: «Apparent 
rave nuntes ih oifoitewvacts _'S: nera hath well obſcrued , & 
touch-d th-true ſource of the corruption which at this _— do 
day raygnethvpon the earth. Neon adrationem, ſid ad jumis ras 
PFuudinem vinim , inde ita tanta coaceruatio aliorum-fupra 
al-o:s7Hontium. Weliwe not according to reafon., but by . 
relation to the life of another , and from thence' com- 
meth; that we fall one vpon another by heapes, as blind . 
minimnadich. 1h tn» $33 10 8**.744.7 
Ty take away this confuſion, Tproduce onty'three 
conhderations, whichare very preſling, and pregnaat. 
The hit that this life; which is.ſoled by opinion 15 very 
ridiculous. Thefecond, thatatas bafe ; and f{erujic, Fhe 
third that thee bowerh: vader acracli Tyranny; from 
whence ſhe may wirh.a-litle courage difinfranchize 
herſeife. And firſt F demaund , if 1t be. aggreable to a | 
noble; arid'generous hart, to forſake: the grauity:inci= 
dent to his nature, to imbrace idle toyes, and-foppe- 
| V ryes? 
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ryes.? No-man will conſent hereunto, but he that will 


Now, fo it is, that all the Opinions, which at this 
day intoxicate the world, are not builded, but vpon the 
fying fand,vpon the giddy humors of windy braynes, 
vpoen the-paflions, and afte&ions of a debauſhed ,and 
carruptcd.mukitude. Multitado valti more magis 944m 
iadicio, poſt lions alium, nuaſe prudentiorem ſequitur. Where 
the ſheep feedeth that goeth before, they which follow 
muſt browze, though % dye for it: euery-one attendeth. 
bis.companion, as the wiſeſt ;and he that venterh folly 
with. the greateſf confidence , is the beſt wellcome , 
What monſters, what prodigious fancyes of ſcattered, 
and yncolledted ſpirits, baue not beene receyued for lau- 
dable aftions, being fauoured , and authorized by Opi- 
nion? Itis athing ridiculous, and almoſt 654 4 rut 
fee, the Chymericall Conceytes, that ſhe bath perſwa- 
ded,making them to be taken , notby a particular, or 
onefole. Family, butby a whole, and entyre Nation for 
currant money. | "e 

The Moſsincs, a people, performed all the ations of 
moſt ſecrecy in publique, yea euen thoſe, whichare or- 
dayned for the neceflityes of nature, and treated the af- 
fayres of the common wealth in theyr hauſes, conſtant- 
ly belicuing, it was very requiſite ſo'to.do. The Tibarens , 
as foone as theyr wives were deliuered, bound vp theyr 
heads with a kerchieffe , lay downe| on theyr bed, and 
made: themſelues to: be: attended bke the. Child-bed 
woman The paoiewomeni/in the:rwane time, wers' VP, 
and about the, houſe, endenouring to make ready ba- 
thes for. theyr husbands,to drefle, & ſeaſon theys viands 
0 temd, and cheriſh them, as if they bad bokngs all the 
payne of fcounine trauvell ;- : 3, 94435 f þ 4b A 
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Conld you have any thing more ridiculous ? and yet 
Opinion made tt appeare very reaſonable. There are 
(uch to be found, who place all theyr honous , & glory 

'1n drinking hard and eating tre-ly;tocalla man arob- 
ber,achicte, an adultercr, was 1n this coutrey nothing ; 
to ſay thatſach aone , was not a great gourmanidizer, 
Nor a great drinker, was to do him an vapardonablein- 
tury..Oth:rs placed all the excellency , and: dignity of 

'manin carying a hn ge log of wood a great diſtance, bc 

by this ext op bo eyr Krmzes.The greateſt burthen- 


carryers, & porters, were there great Lords. Others did 4urunz3 
kill and eatetheyr aged fathers, for a ceremony of Re- Lip/-poli, 


lizion. And Opinion made all this good. What alfodop 
not thoſe people of 1x44, and other partes diſcoured 
in our dayes ? 5ome thinke, it is honourable , to turae 
theyt back ro ſalute one. Orhers thruſt cheyr finger to 
theearth , and after lift it ro heaven , to do ——_— 
Others garher vp theſputle of th-yr prince , and-ſpeake 
to han eng Coe ru Sony ov war offer to theyr 
Gods , theyr old ſhoes infacrifice. A man wouldlaugh, 
when h: heareth ſpeach of it, and yer we fee!, charrhe 
proudeft Monarches of the workd , who ſuppoſed rhiey 
ig ſhut vp all wifedomemn theyrlawes, and cuftomes, 
yer trampled vertne vnder theyr fezte, and placed Dra- 
ons, Bartes ano Quartan=agues ontheyr Alcars.. 
© \Bzhold what Opinion canda: theſe fothyes you wall 
fay are not'now in practife. He rhut would welt cxa- 
mine a'l the fantaftiquehumors of apparell, all the gud- 
dy conceyts of ſpores, and paſtimes,, the folly of com- 
lements, which at this tyme raigne amongſt men, 
ould find'things as ridiculous as thefe:ſuch is toadore 
an humble, poore, crucified God;,8& yet to bemadafter 
greatnefſe, riches, and curiofityes. To belieue, chat one 
xp ova w V a IE per= 
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: perpetually livethynder the eyes.of God , and yet to bez 

bg himſelfe, like a wild colt at his owne fantaſy, who 
neyther knoweth: God , nor man. To expect. a mdg- 
- ment,and to liue in continuall injuſtice. .To know that 
we muſt returne naked to the earth, and to deſpqyle the 
whole world to cloath. our ſelucs. To build , as if one 
ſhould allwayes liue zeate, and drinke as if we ſhould 


_ never dye;zſome.men to tracevp and downe the ſtreets 


witha plumeof feathers on theyc head, and ferters on 
theyr hecles ; Women, to. beſtow a fourth part of theyr 
life-ryme in. drefling., and be{mearing themſelues , to 
makerhemſclues groiſe on one ſide, & jitle on another, 
0 rayſe turrets,on theyr heads, to,put ſhackles on theys 
feere;ro be tranſported with ſo much (olligitude about 
aruffe , as if they had a Venetian Common-wealth to 
mannage-: Others, to confound withcourteſy, whom 
they gladly would. cate-with ſalt: others: to kill one 
another about: the interpretation of, a word , and a 
thouſand ſuch like things., which are indeed moſt im= 
pertinent. Notwithſtanding Opinion diſguiſeth them, 
-Opinion-beſotteth them , and Opinion guueth credit to 
all this. Do! you, then, thinks it a matter. worthy of 
your generoſity, to ſerae follye3, vnder this ſhadow, that 
fooles approue them? do you nat behold for the ſecond 
reaſon, that you _—_ frez of candauon,, and. not, ha- 


uing thepowzr tadilgeſt ſome reaxfoyable, ſeruice, you 


notwithſtanding : vadergoe ;the balſeſt, ſernitude , that 
may be imagined ? A.,young Lacedemonian, wnom for- 
tune had made a ſlaue, rather chooſe death then to cary 
a Chamber-potre his maiſter, ſaying,it: was yaworthy 
of his condition; and-yet Opinion.maketh. vs to bearea 
foales bable, Opinis mach ys carry, notin our hands 
but in the prime piges of inan (th; Head) aſinke of old 
| ;  ___ * dotages 


s 
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dotages,amaſſed togeatherby light idle fantaſtiq ue ſpit. 
rits, and afterward confirmed as lawes, by the tyranny 
of cuſtome. Hes ay ef : 
What ſhall we call flauery, if this be not it ? I call 
your Conſciences to witneſle, if you ſomety mes ſhall 
begin to breath in a more free ayre , and ſee the brighe 
day of the Children of God, you in. your ſelues will 
blame all theſe inuentions of the worldly life,, which in- 
orce you to feeletormentin : rackes in your attyres, in 
our recreations, in the coptements of conuerſation.O 
im: often are verified thofeſayings of the ſage Roman, 
inſerted by S. Au#inin thefixt Book of the Cirty of God. 


Si Cu4 intueri vacet , que faciunt , queue patinuntur , inueniet 


tam indecora honeits tam indizna liberis, tam dis/tmilia  {anisy Dei c, 6. 


ut nem? dubitaturns fuerit furere eos, fi cum pancioribus fures 
rent: nunc ſinitatis patrociniumeſt inſanientium turba.Whe 
you ſhall come to conlider all the trayne of ceremonies, 
and hypocrifies of Court , you will find themill-agree- 
ing with honeſt mindes , vnworthy of free men, and 
not different from fooles, & ineffet you will confeſſe, 
that no creature ſhould doubt, to tearme them follyes , 
if the number of ſots were lefſs : now the beſt veile they 
haue, 15 the multitude of fooles. 

Do you not behold a goodly pretext, as if moles 
were th2 leile blinJ , becauſe they hauecompanions in 
their darkenefſſe . Behold a poynt of ſeruitude, extreme- 
ly vnworthy of a Novle (ſpirit, to ſay, that one condem- 
neth in his conſcience an aR, which he pytteth in pra-, 
iſe, that heinſtancly may obey a vayne opinion of th 
world . It is ſayd the A4b#rites , after they had beheld 
the tragedy of Aydromeda.and <Meduſa,became al fran- 
rique , cuen from the leaſt to the biggeſt, and ceaſed not, 
to ling, to clap their hands , rogry,, tg whe chrough:. 

" of | the 


4 


158 The Holy Court. [| Lib.o. 
che ſtreetes , & to hane no diſcourle,nor thought of any 
ching, but Meduſz , and Andromeda; if then you haden- 
tred into their Citty, you had played the foole, for feare 
to be deſpifed by fookes - Is not this an intolletable 
hroony wah" ſpirit, in a well-com pofedſoule , to hausg 

lights , and knowledges of Almighry God,which 
ceſſantly beate ypon ver vnderſtanding, & nowwith- 
ſtanding ctoplay rhe fovie For complacence of anothers 
humour? ugh = Tag 
For the third reaſon Hay , this beliefe, which is gi- 
uento Opinion, paſſerhinto a wicked , and ſcandalous 
eyranny tor Chriſtranity: for by the force of cherrhing, 
andfomenting theſe Mnximes mn the hart of the world, 
they are made to be transferred into nature. Vices are 
not contented co be vices , but by this ryrannicall law 
of Opinion, formed 1n the /4e2s ,and lines of perſons of 
quality ;they make themſelnes to be adoretl , vnder the 
colour of vertue. Cardinall Iacqzes de V:iery relateth, that 
a Countrey-fellow carying one day a young ſucking 
pig to the market , ecrtayne pleaſant witrs , who had a- 
greed vpon this ſport , cuery one of them ſeverally en- 
countring him 1n diners crofle wayes of the ſtreers;, and 
asking him, what was his pgs to carry a dog to the 
market, d1d ſo 1ntoxicate his brayne, that beaten our 
blow after blow , with ſuch ike interrogations, he ab= 
ſoturely perfwaded himfeife that to berrue, whichhe 
firſt ſu poſed was begun for ſport, and caſt his Pig 
with ſhame vpon the pavement, and thinking 1t atrue 
2s, gaus the other opportunity to gayne by this 
erghr. We'Y 

| Bohold what the tyranny of —_ redoubted 

ypon 2nother can do: They made this poore man be- 


litus , that this pig was a dog, although all his ſenſes 


ws. << c- 


lugge- 
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ſuggeſted the conrery-Aad] bane you tothinke,what 
this torrent of the falſe :Aanimes of the world doth nos 
do, falling with ynrebſtable fury, vpon a dull, & halfe+ 
dead Fayth . It weakeneth all that, which is Chriſtian 
inaſoule, and planteth a wicked Idoll of humane reſ- 
pets, which cauſeth thatall ations are meaſured by the 
rule of yulgar opinions. And it thera be yer any reliques 
of a good conſcience, this Tyrant ſmothereth them,as a 
Pharao, and wholy peruerting the nature of things , gi- 
ueth boldnefle to finne, & ſhame of weldoing to vertug. 

Achold a meane todrench all mankind in the guife 
of confuſion. Is not this then abhominable ? If theſe 
conf{iderations of the folly, ſeruitude, & tyranny of this 
life, which is fpunne according to the web of the opi- 
nions of the world , cannot fſerue for an antidote for 
our ill,at the leaſt thinke the day will come, when truth 
ſhall take place,and vice vanith into ſmoke. It will hap- 

nvato you, as to Tygers, for whome Hunters , when 
they haue taken away theyr whelpes, affixe looking 
laſſes in the, wayes, to amuſe theſe ſauage beaſtes , & 
1n the meane tyme, they ſaue theyr owne liues by the 
helpe of flight; the Tygers inſtantly moſt affetionathy 
ſay, thinking they ſhall draw theyr litle captive from 
the reftetion of this mirrour, and fetit at liberty, in the 
end they ftrike it, til tis broken,loofing togeather both 
theyr young ones, andinſtrument of theyr deceprion, 
Theſe opinions , which you now adore, theſe dreames, 
thefe Phantafyes, which you behold in the fpecious glaſ- 
fes of the world, ſhall be Foft at the hower:ob death, and 
ou muſt render an accountto the foueraigne Iudge, to 
Lace againſt his lawes ere&ed that Idoll of worldly ref- 
pets, and allwayes made Heauen bow. , vader the will 
"wt Us What 
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What are you to do ? Of wes 4b caſt aw 


the 
opinions of the world , contrary tothedodtrineof Jeſus 
Chrit#Y oufay,itisjmpoſbbleto liuein chewprld[with- 
out puriuing the wayes-of the world, and accommoca- 
ting ones ſelfe to the doarine thereof. Forſake it then, 
break your -fetters-, enfranchiz-+your ſeife; when you 
tio longet hopeinit, you ſhall 1i6 'more-be. in daung.r 
eo feareic, UND: | 65; yy 
What would it auayle you, to have in your life the 


- whole world for an 1nheiitancc ,and after death; Hell 


for a priſon ? Why are you daily handling youtsfbre , 
-making it itch , by your effeminacy ?' You need: but 
one blaſt of wind , one ſtroke ot the ayre , to pvt. your 
fe!fe into the ailured haueh of the liberty of the Chil» 
dren of God. + P99 $17 15:36] 
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2 hcauenwas immortality, ano the feed of the 
? earth was Inconitancy . All hegre below 1s 
= filled with this g1 ayne,.1n euery place it pro- 
duceth his «fects; but prinGapaliy 1n'man: hebach-more 
in.his hart, then all the reit of the world; 1t 15.che rrus 
image of inſtability, as CAri#tork: athrmerh . - 

.. And very well it 15 ſaid, thatInconſtancy exiled for 
euer from the pailace-of Erermiry came vpon theerrch, 
as to the reall- place of her avemayne. ana tooke a con- 
ceyt, to cauſc herſcite to-be paynted ; it was plain!y ro:d 
-her .that there was no pencill ſo ſtout , which duſt vn- 
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dertake this worke , becaule ſhe was ſometymey great, 


m_ SS © 
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ſometymes little, ſometimes groſſe, ſomety mes ſlender, 
ſometymes ſtrayght , tometymes crooked , ſomery mes 
whute, ſometimes hlacke , finally euer feathered , and 


vncapable of ſtayin any place; that notwithſtanding 


ſhe might addreile herſe]lfe vnto Tyme , for he was a 
notable workeman , who entermedled 1n all things. 
Tyme after he had well eyed , and obſerued this Incon- 
ſRancy , refolued to paint her, and at thatſeaſon fin- 
ding no table of tryall better primed for his purpoſe, he 
paintedit on Man. 

It is a goodly inuention , which bringeth to vs an 
yndoubred verity , marked, and deſigned out, as with 
a pen of Adamant by holy 1oþ, when he ſpeaketh of man 
in theſe cxpreſſe tearmes . aſi flos egreditur , & conteri- 
rur,&+ furit vilut umbra, & numquam in eodem elaty perma- 
et .The flower, v-hich ſhutceth vp his date inthe courſe 
of a morning , andeuening , if it be not hayle-ſtrooken 
at mid day ; The ſhadow , which cuer flyeth from the 
hand that would graſpe it, and all that which you may 
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3magine, to be tranſitory , 15 nothing in compariſon of 


the Inconſtancy of man. 
Philip a good Authour, who flouriſhed about the 
time of S. Hicrome, and hath written a commentary v- 
pon Job, ſearching out the cauſes of the inſtability of 
mans hart, hath the(e remarkable words : Animus homi- 
71s , quia fare noluit , cum potuit , iam non pote#t Hare cum 
velit : Sed ſemper deſiderijs variatur, vt quictus atlionem de- 
ſideret , occupatus quietem . Inconſtancy 15 a Chaſtiſement 
of finne , the ſpirit of mat would nor reſt it ſelfe with 
firme footing, vpon the foundation of conteatment', 
which God preſented to it in this ſtate of grace - and the 
ſoucraigne Iudge, for puniſhment, ſuffereth that he gg 
cotinually floating,as ina tempeſtuous ſea of thoughts, 
| X | "-"-*" With 


Phil.in 1th 
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fide. to another, varull chey, have found fieepe, by theys 
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without eyther — bottome or ſhore.Heis ever tur. 
moyled with new defires , and diſturbances : If he be 
imployed , he wiſheth repoſe, and if he haueneuerſo 
little eaſe, he is vexed, and requireth bulineſſe. 

And although all men reſent theeite&s of thisIn- 
conſtancy , yet the notwithſtanding oftentymes bea- 
reth ſway 1n. the pallaces of great men. There are to be 
found many couſens of. Eadymion, who imbrace the 
moone ; Harts wheeled about 1a ſtraunge labyrinths, 
ſurcharged with quicke-filuer , and chaungeable A420 
myes ; Spirits which perpetually are ypon.turbulencyes, 
gnawne with. a certayne Itch of nouelliſme, diſtaſted. 
with whatis paſt,, and alwayes perplexed with whatis 
to come, they heare all the minutes ſtrike, but the houre- 
of repoſe they know not. 

The a this exorbitancy are manifeſt, & the 
conſideration is profitable, that remedy may thereunto 
be ſought. To ſome it happeneth; by a certaine naturall 
Jeuiry , of a{pirit euer gliding , and iumping vpon all 
ſorts of obie&s, as a butterfly among flowers. To others 
by a certayne facility , which dept totakediſtaſt 
vpon theſudayne agaynſ all things, yea euen the moſt 
delightfull. To others, by a certayne greedineſfſe, which 

| 2s in ſcorne, and 
things to comein eſteeme: Humane ments vitium, was. 
e 


o 


ſemper welle , que deſunt. They, reſemble the. dog in t 


fable, they no ſooner haue the ſubſtance, but forſaking 
it, they reach at the ſhaddow., and afterward pafliona- 
tely ſeeks, what they did forgoe. To: others , by-a: cer- 
y_ curioſity, and impatience, of too much: repoſe. 

hey do,as thoſe, who hauing no great deſyre to ſleepe, 
caſt themſclues vpon a bed of eaſe, turning from one 


owne 
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owne wearynefſe. To others by a diſtemper of paſſions 
commixed togeather , which ſharpoly bite them ; like 
vermine. To others by certayne t1merous, and litle pa- 
tronized « mg inſuch fort that they dare not do all 


that, which they deſyre, and cannot obtaine all chac 
which they dare'to wiſh for z this euer hotdeth them 
with a throte open for prey, which by it's flight, leauerh 
them nothing; but a meere Hluſion .To others by a cer- 
tayne mouldineſſe of a dullſpirtt , which cannot difin- 
uolue their thoughts , nor Eyrely accommodate their 

urpoſe , toeſtabliſhthem in any kind of a confident 
Fes : They'teſemble chat little bird of the ſea, called Cyx- 
cali, which during his whole life (as tt is ſayd ) vſeth no 
endeauour to build his owne neft , and goetheuer wan- 
dring vp and downe, if others for pure'pitty will not 
contribute of theirs. | | 

« Allthis Inconſtaney of life, is an efſentiall obſtacle, 
which totally barreth the progreflin of perfe<ftion, the 
reaſons whereof are moſt eutdent. The Ft 1s, thatone 
can execute nothing in matter of vertue, if he have not 
ah ayme , and well re&ifyed purpoſe, for otherwiſe it 
is notto line, bur to fright Crowes , and Pyes with fan< 
Cy . Now ſoitis, thatall thoſe , which dance this ligge 
of Inconſtancy , hane neycher But , nor Scope of «. 
15ce, they perpetually are tranſported; wheretheſtorme 
carryeth f 1h they are alwayes ſtrangers in their own 
Countreyes , and gueſts ih their proper houſes'; you 
would ſay , they had butone ſole motton , one foe a1- 
on 1n this life, which is to topſy-turuy all things, and to 
do nothing ; and if they do good , it is then when they 
leaſt thinke of it , and oftentimes they find they muſt 
leaueto liue, before they haue once thought ; why they 
were borne: Sine propeſito vaganiur Juerentes negotid, nec 
 guo4 propoſuerant , agus R 3 Saing 
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& Thom, Saint Thomas layth , the property of a reaſonable na- 
»-9- & - tureis tooperateforanend , otherwiſe it is a brutiſh a- ' 
&tion-And although the ends ſeeme greatly ditterent, & 
ſcattered inthe vauuerſality of creatures, notwithſtan+ 
ding they areall recolle&ed in God, as the beames in the 
Sunne, the Center of light. Thither it is , to which ne- 
ceſlarily we muſt aime, to find the Temple of repoſe. 
uicke-hluer creepeth vp,and downe, and trembleth , 
yntillit haue found Gold, with which it may commuaxe: 
inlike manner the hart of man boundeth, and skipperh 
heere , and there in its ownediſturbances., they are no 
other then iumpes , and ſallyes , but ebb, and floud , but 
acceſſes of hre , and yce, vntill ſuch ryme, as it is ynited 
to his Creatour, ſubmitting itſelfe to ſame conſtant, 8& 
regular manner of life , thereby toſcrue his diuine Ma- 


ieſty . SIT Ia 39 
Saint Augnuitine very lively explicateth.;the miſery 


of this wandring life, which he had made tryall off,and 
the happyneſle, he encountred, when he.couragiouſly 
h. ſerled riaſelfe toa ſtable ſtate of vertue. Ex quo me ab v- 
nitate bonitatis tus ſummo, & vno bono temporalium rerum 
multiformitas , lapſum me per carnales ſenſus diſiipauit , & ab 
Uno in multa diuiſit , fatla ef mihi abundantia laborioſa , & 
egeſtas copioſa. Y ou would ſay in hearing this ſpoken,that 
his ſoule , like a ſmall current of water , ſeparated for 
ſometime , from God his true ſource, goeth gliding a 
long by theſenſes, as by ruſty, and defiled pipes : There 
this ſoule is ever perpioned, and inuolued, finding cuen 
payne inrepoſle, and thirſtin aboundance, yntill retur- 
ning to his originall. head , it commezth to relliſh-moſt 
delicious contzntments., which make it ſay to God : 
Nihil bonum ſine tc vero, ſolo,cr ſummo bono; vbicumque ſum 
fine te, male eſt nihi preter te 5 omng copia , que non ef Dew | 
. | » 4 ® x mew, {| 
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mew , mihi ei egetas. My God , Inow know , that no 
good can be had without thee, the true, only, and ſoue- 
raygne good; 1neuery place, where Iam without thee, 
Incuer am without payne. All the good , which is not 
God, feemeth vnto me a meere penury. You manifeſt- 
ly behold , how this inſtability of life, for thar it aymeth 
not at thz ſcope, to which our thoughts ſhould be leue]- 
led, not only alienateth you from tranquility , but ex- 

ſeth you to moſt thorny difficulties, and in theend to 
deplorable difaſtecs. 

The other reaſon , which maketh Inconſtancy very 
preiudiciall to all Vertue, is, that one can do no great 
thing,ynleſſe he faſhion it, as the beare doth her whelpe 
by licking. Tyme 15 neceſſarily required , and frequent 
diligence, to make good habits bud in the hart of man, 
The __ which is often. rransferred from one place to 
another, ſeldome beareth fruit ; Viands, which the ſto- 
macke dothnot leafurely intertayne, are ill dirgeſted: 
Remedyes, which one perpetually chaungeth,, one1n 
the necke of another, kill the body : The wound, which 
continually 1s vexed , cannot conſolidate: The wan- 
dring {choller neuer becommeth a good Clarke: Yags 


ſcholarts non fit Magiter : we of neceility muſt breake, 8& 


tame our ſelues, tothe things we vadertake : He thatis 
euery where, 15 no where. And yet notwithſtanding , 
this 1s an inſeparable propriety of Inconſtancy, neuer 
long to leaue the ſpirit in any honeſt exerciſe to take a. 
orfad tinurez from wh2nceit commeth to paſſe , that 
alt her child-beddes are falſe conceptions , and her pro- 
dutions , abortions. | 
Sint Anthony aduiſcd a ſoule deſirous of aduance- 
ment, three things . The firſt was, to addict himlſelfe 
much to the exerciſe of the preſence of God: The ſecond 
X 3. to 
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ro take the holy Scripture for the rule of his ations: The - 


third , to hold firme footing in conſtancy.You will ſay, 

that Marew Aurelins Antoninus , had learned this pre- 
cept , out of Chriſtianity: for in the firſt Booke of his 
life , he caſteth out of the Temple of Vertue, certayne 
people which he calleth ,by a very fignificant Greeke 
word girrarxeo;, a5 one would (ay balls caſt into the aire, 
and he addeth, thatitis needfull ro reclayme , and ac- 
commodate ones ſelfe to Time, and Occaſion, to ob- 
tayne our defirez which wayes Syzcleticus purſuing,who 

being famous in the deſerts, was accuſtomed to ſay: 
Gallina , niſi oua fonerit , pullos non excludit . It the hen 
brood not her eggs, ſhe hath no defire to make themdul- 
cloſe. And without ſpeaking of Saintes , a wiſe Hiſtoria 
hath well obſerued : Frequens , ac mobrlis tranſitus , maxie 
mum perfecti operis impedimentum. The greateſt hinderice 
which can come to the perfetion of a good worke, is to 

go pearching, as a bird from bough,to bough, withous. 
cuer ſtaying. : 

Why do you not then make a ſerious reſolution, to. 
forſake all theſe weakenefles , .and deuote your ſelfe 2 
good tyme to conſtancy? you anſwere it cinot bedene,, 
we are in the Court, we are in the world, we liue in the 
kingdome of Inconſtancy, what meanes haue we to de- 
liuer our ſ{elues from theſe lawes ? It we were Hermits ,. 
our recreation would be to tell the houres of the day, 
and to make them ours by a prudent Oeconomy ; but heer 
ve follow the wind of neceflity , the torrent of ſociety 
tranſporteth ys , we no longer are our (clues. It 1s ala» 
mentable thing , to put purpoſely the diſeaſe into del- 
payre,for feare of recure. | 

That weare vniuſt, to aceufe all that which is a- 
bout ys, and cucrto ſpare our culpable heads; we come 
—_ TE” RE "= plaine 
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plaine of the Tyme, which ſlideth away from vs » Pla- 
ces , and ſocieryes do vs wrong , which would be ever 
profitable, if we would our felues; The buſyneſfes kill 
vs , which we might make the inſtruments of yertue; 
All things aftlict vs, w2 accuſe heauen, and earth, and 
haue no burthen more weighty , then ourſclnes. 

What neceſlity 1s there to lay the:faults of your own 
leuity , vpon things inſenfible? Your Inconſtancy is 
your Vice, it 1s your owne nature; were it nota goodly 
thing to behold the Tarraxd, a creature which AriFotle 


ſpeaketh of , and Philo, who pafling througha garden, pzy, aus 
taketh ſo many colours , as there ace diuers plantes , to mulentls, 


complaine that theſe hearbes , and not his owne skin, 
do wrong to him , who is murtable, & penetrable with 
all ſortes of impreſſions ? This happeneth not , to any 
other creatures , why to him ? Wherefore ſhould the 
Polipus , and Cametion conteſt againſt obiets? 

A thouſand gallant Courtiers, a thouſand perſons 
of quality haue liued , and ſtill live all theyr dayes in af- 
ſemblyes., inaffayres, withalife ſo regular , that all 

oeth in meaſure, and —_—_— the dayes,8& nightes, 
| not more equality in the Equinodtaall , rhen-they 
in all their mannages of affayres. And you by a certaine 
remilſaefle of hart, an inhabiliry of reſiſtance , afalſe 
14ea , nayzather an incitement of a pretended impoſli- 
bility. of Nature , ſuffer your ſelues ro runne withogr 
bridle, ypon all occaſions, / changeable Creatures)# 
ſembling the various colours of the doues breaſt, which. 

one knoweth not how to diſtinguiſh. See you not that 
this 15 to betray your owne m—— What oughtyou: 
to do, to auoyd this Obſtacle? 

1- To enter into yourſelues,to conſider what paſ- 
ſeth there, to behold fromwhat roote, from what —_ | 
t1s- 
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this tumultuary life proceedeth, to take away the cauſe; 
x-luppreſſe the eftet . 

2. To apprehend ſeriouſly the end , for which 
man is created,to bynd all our in:wes,and arterycs ts 
arriue thither , to-vſc creatures as meanes , and inſtru. 
ments of happyneſſe, by the way of vie , not fruition. 

.3 --:. To purge the fonle from finnes , which often- 
tymes rayle this ſtorme by a good generall Confeflion, 
& in good earneſt to put the axe to chole paſſions which 
moſt {editiouſly deuoure you. 
|. 4+ Toaccommodareall your dayly ations, by the 
 * aduiſeof your ghoſtly Father, and to makea good reſo- 

lution ſtrictly to obſerucit, as much as in you lyeth. - 

5. Toconfider, how many Pagans, to make them- 
ſelues eminently excellent in ſome | q087- , haue deter- 
mined of their owne meere motion , to be confyned in 
cauernes , & ſhaued like fooles, for auoydance of com- 
pany , and retyrement to that which they intended ; {o 
dyd Demo#henes the Oratour; why ſhould not we to ſaue 
our ſoules, do thar which he did to refine his language? 

6. Ifany weakenelſle occurre after theſe _ pur- 
Poles, not to diſturbe your ſclfe for it, ſuppoling Con- 
ſRancy impoſlible, becauſe it happeneth to you tobe in- 
conſtant, to corret what is paſt , to order whatis pre- 
ſent, to preuent things to come, and to fortify your | 


{elfe, cuen by falles. 
®« 
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Obftacle. V. Toline alvvays diſguiſed. 


NE of the greateſt Obſtacles of Vertue is, 
chat man liueth in the world as on a ſtage, 
bearing a maske on his forhead ; euery one 
S=2Y would f:ems that, which he 15not, and none 
l auow , what he 1s . Thoſe which comoneereſt to 


they ſcemp nors bx is a r1deculous vanity Ti yes reipaxicdes , 
&» Jox3 aims, Jay, S. Gregpry, Nazianzen If an Ang , hould Nats is 
take an Ape, fora Lyon , and the poare Ape ſhould af- len, 
Ell into the throate of the wolfe , it would be 
6. (mall 


— 


120 The Holy Come: "FLib.n,'0 
- ſmall contentment to-beeſteemed by this little creature 
a'Lyon in fantaſy., and to be denoured by this other 
bealtin verity. | | —_ 
And yet notwithſtanding corrupt depraued Nature 


dothele all her vertues , and feliciryes in piure, and 
puniſhments ineſſence I haue much wondred of an an-, 


cient Mecdall, which Villapanda, m his epiſtle in the 


frontiſl pice of his booke which he dedicated to Philip the 


third King of Spaine afficmeth to haue fallen into his 
hands. In this Meddall was ſeene on one fide”, the mag- 
nificent Temple of Teruſglem, with certayne Hebrew cha- 
rafters, much deformed with ruſt; on the other fhde you 
had the figure of IMarke Antony well engratien' with 
this inſcription : Salomon. This invention came from 
Herod , a great flatterer of Roman Princes , on whome 
he ſaw his fortune depended ; and.verily he followed 


AMarke CAntonyes Standard , while good ſucceſſe wai- 
ted on his Colours , but afterwards beholding' that all 
yielded to the vitorious armes of — Ceſar , he 


fought, and obtayned his fauour , by all poffi bleſubtile 
endeauours . Howſocuer it was , he cauſed this beaurti- 
full Meddall to be made , which'gaue'to the veryeſt 
Sot among Princes, the name of the wiſeſt amongſt 
Kings ; and Marke Antony , who neyther had piety', nor 
religion in his ſoule, beheld himſelfe even willingly , 
ſtamped in this coyne, as the true guardian & Church? 
warden of the temple of God zo much man'affe&eth 
the very ſhadowes of good, after he hath loſt the ſub- 
ſtance. | ROY Baton 

. At this day, this paſſion ca ws 6 predominars, 
-euen ro fury ;in'all places, there 1s norhing but coun- 
terfaytings, and affetanons. Hypocriſy reigneth in pain+ 
ting,in habits, Zypocrrſy 151n complements , Hypocriſy 1s 

TH..£ £ _ 
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Obſtacle ', + | Difgtiſed Tife, 91 
inbuſyticites, Hypocriſy lodgeth wn; all. ages;all ſexes , all. 
conditions, Hypocriſy goeth een tot dutars: Ambirion,: 
Avarico, £u#ury,andather.vices, althoughdeeplyroos\ 
ted forſake man, when he forlakes his skin; iris only 
Hypocriſy, which attendeth him to his grauc, and will 
fleepe vnder his alhes;ſo many goldenlyes, are witneſſes. 
thereof, which perpecually do:enſhrine Carcaſſes. Man. 
15{0 made to ſeeme, what heis not, & to diſſemble thar, 
which be is;ſo double, and ſo repleniſhed with murable: 
eſſences that hugſelfe 15 deceyued in himlelfe, & miſta- 
Kech himfelfe for other, wn hems -i::; © 5 wo! 

. .. Men. .are-not contented to corrupt: theyr app; 
theyr language, hayre, viſage,ſoule, hate, ye ppancy; 
tes, bur they alſo will violate vertues, the daughters of 
Dizinity; they deſpoyle them of theyr natural] plumes , 
to cloth vice, If there be exceſſe. of cruelty in rhe cha- 
ſtxcement of fome crime, it 15 called /Iuftree ; If Choller 
be predominant, it is termed Zealezifeffeminacy of harr 
do creepe in,1t 15 entituled Meekenef(e: Prodigality bor- 
roweth the name: of Mercy; Niggardlyneſſe, of good 
Husbandry; Cowardde,of prudence; abſtinacy;ofcon- 
Rancy ; Inconſtancy , of facillity and citcumſpe&tion; 
weakenelſle.of courage, of hu mility5pride;of liberty; la- 
zxnefe,of tranquillity;diſturbance of fpirit, of vigian- 
Oy. ;z-precipitatien: of; i feruours: watghty neſffe of good 
counſell; and not to keepe promiſe with any man, is 
ſaid, is to be equall withall men'. / 
 . Saint Gregory the great excellently. moralizeth this 
inthe hooke of, 1oþ, where he. ſheweth that the moſt Greg. ms: 

act.of men,areall griſtle,they; haue.the refemblance of - i. 
Co but-not the folidicy. banes; they haue the ap- ; 
parence of vertue , but not the firmeneſle : Cartilago il 
litss: quaſi {amine Jorge is ſpoken. of this peodighan 
- If1? o H&E c= 
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172 The Holy Court. (Lib. 2; -) 
Behemoth , who naturally figureth ro vs. the ſtate of 
ſinners : Swat nounulla vitia,que oHendunt in ſe retditudinis 
ſpeciem, ſedex prauitatis prodeunt infirmtate. What remes. 
dy is there tothis , deepe rooted in the confuſions'of na- 
ture? I will only produce two reafons, well worthy of 
c6fideration. The firſt, that (ſpeaking to noble harts )it 
ſcemeth to me, it is to bring a moſt irrefragable moriue: 
of deteſtation of any vice, whea the bafenefle, and 1g- 
nominy thereof isd1ſcouered, for that is it, which hath 
moſt yalew ouer generous ſoules . 

Now lo iris, * Hypocriſy, which maketh you, ( O 
Noble men en to liue diſguiſed 15 quite contrary 
to the condition of a braue and generouſly clated ſpirit. 
Wherfore? Becauſe if it be impreſſed with a good itape, 
it naturally loucth the liberty, & freedome , which vna- 
uoydably are opprefled in theſe palliations,crouchings,” 
& counterfaitings.They are the tricks of Apes, & foxes, 


| Jobar4s 


which in no ſort are ſutable to the nature of a generous. 
Lyon. Beſides, as God openeth vnto vs the great booke 
of the world,as a piece of parchemient, gilded, and tra- 
ced with bis pencall, for vs thereto read , that which 1s: 
for our inftruAion, if we will conſider diligently , the 
moſt ſublime things, we ſhall find, they naturally nike 


at this vanity , which maketh vs to difplay apparences: 
$0 the eyes of men outwardly , having 'n6thing {alid 
within. 723 | ts" TILTED 
It ſeemeth that all the mayſter-pieces of this celeſt- 

all, and Elementary wortd, (as it were) by a common 
conſent , do hideall whatthey haye of moſt eminency, 
and worth , bearing for 'Deuile ;'Parte- ſui meliore latent | 

' Iris true, thatheauen , ſheweth i felfe wholy relucent 
in ſtares and brightneſſe: but couereth his powerfultin- 
fluences , which by their ſecret exteht-grue movien'to> 
k -M | this 


Obſtacle! 0. 


'his Metedy! to) appeare tortheview of the whole world Z 
but this (Meer yertue, which Yoth pertetrite yeh 
the hart, and bringeth Iife;/and refr Geo AVER 
his wings ; who can tellme , what colontitis df? | 
fire enfolderh his: flames to v$', but Rn. 
heate which coriquerett} aid ſofeentchFhe | 
ralls, do' we behold i&? The ailine Sen 8elyhra ivy 
with his ſmiling countehance at tht tne potty) 
when it becommerh (as it were) frezAe#;indchurted ;* 
by ſome gracious, and vente gale! £ 4rd w4rds ictfAed's 
' and<coloured; wit betme? of 4bright Stine Which! 
beats vpon it: Bnt'this Juſtrous' beatiry', whar is It itt 
compariſon , of thz treaſures, whichit' concealeth itt 
the bottome'of his —_ 7'The Cirth"itſelfe ikewiſe 
maketh his boaſt in the ſprinp ; vatyee; fd &hamine-! 
ted ; with his naturalf pieces of payriting , #Hd (parkIe@ 
with 4 thoufind petty flowers, which Rtand (as'ttwere)' 
the eyes of the meadowes ; but thele do'ecclypſei ech* 
enching, atidmortting. Quite contrary / tHeimeratt;2 
which this earth enclofeth , and'(as t'were) enght<" 
feth in her entrayles , after they are wrought; arid” 
polliſhed , by the artfull hands of Lapidaries ;retayne* 
aluſtre'of a lotg' date , which reſptendently ſhine VY= 
[pm wy Ir oC Kings, andtheigreve men” ofthe 
earth. ' *F-, 1622 [071 i292f13JOD 1 OP 
What leſſon of nature's this, to hide, at-which it” 
hath of greateſt valew ? and' what corraption of fature” 
m: 1121 , to hold in the botrotne of his h#ft . Renth,HHg! 
dun{hills; arid theiits plaiſter tour withi'a vaine Hy? 
pocrify ? God , hath not onely imprinted this 'verity oF 
which I ſpeake, inthe greie booke of Natare ,: bur he 
bath{asit were /engguth agdRetipr it WRKHNSANiE 
3 Y 3 un 
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this great houſe of Nature, Tris trite, the/ayre thaketh 
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5594 - © The Holy Comte [Lib 24 
paſtimgs of great men are Theaters, Tilt-Yardgyand Am- 
1 


Fe Aters., and theſpart, of the diuine wiſdemre in this 


nuuerſe, is to hide his treaſures vnder the barke, and 
mantell of ſome perſons, baſe,and abieR in apparence. 


Dus [tulta font muydi legit Densgut confundat ſaprentes: or 
rwamends elrgit, Deus, vi confundat fortia,c. 05, ignobilia 


mundig&:contempiibiliaclegit Den+.cp ea qae nonſurnt,utta, 
fnefunt Aurneryt In the old law, a ſtamering ſhepheard 
15 choſen, to carry the word to a Monarch, to ſhake, 
and oucrturne, with a poore wand the pillers of his ems 
zyrejto deuide [gas,to calme bullowes,toope the. bowls 
$7 rocks, ta commaund all the elements , and fil thg 
world with wonders . 
1; 8. che new; Law , 


4.4 ſynple Fiber, men, allmoſt as 
dumbe,and mute,as.thy fiſhes chemſelues, are choſeg,yg 
i{nare.in their.nets, Philoſophers, Kings, Cittyes, Prowin+ 
ces, & Empyres. Behold the rey cuſtomeg of God,tg 
hold pearles 1n ſhels, ſweete perfumes 1n very abie& 
boxes, &.to:enchafe muſt delicate Images 10 hitle.caſes, 
aSthey.did jnancien! ty mes. The truc mark of greatneſly 
mm. the 1ndgment of God,ts,at ficit iight externaily not co 
appeare,great. | . 
= -- >Qnithe contrary,it is the,at of a flat, ridiculous, 8 


benumme4, variety ,.50 be dc{yrous to ſurpriſe the eyes 
with a counterfeit, and captious beauty , which after- 
ward appearing, init's natiue colours , makes the de- 
formir a. the mare disfigured ; That this 15-moſt 
amefull a hart, which hath neuer ſolitle/ reſentment 
of nobiluy,troeret a reſplendent ſepulcher, to boaſt ex 
teciourly marbles,gildings,characters, ritles , &-to haue 
nothing within, but bones, putrifation,and aſhes ; To 
calt a exfryne luſtre thr meh the jgnoranceandoblcur 
£! 7 


rity 


- 
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in the monuments of the auncient and new, Law . The 


| 
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rity of an'age become. brutiſh, and then ro be in effext, 


- £ 


but a ſi]ly worme zTo liue in the world , as a ſn ayle, 
c 


0 
makelong filuer traces,+*and'to 'be tiothitip'e , but 
froath;'To haue'the'back'conered” with 'Veluet Tike a 
cuſhin , and the belly ſtuffed with hay; To make oftent 
of leaues, & verdnre,ltkea wood, and to be repleniſhed 
with ſerpents .Is1t merry mam n6ble art, when it 
hath nb other fupertiiſour', birt'?t's ow e'tonfcience,, 
can ſuffer theſe ſhames? A gentle fpirit ſayd'tsan old 
man , who cauſed his grisſly hayres to be paynted with 
the luſtre of greene Youth, — Stir re Proſerpina Canum: 
Poore foole , although thou” couldeſt” decdyue. the 
whole world with thy hayre', yet death well Knowerh 
they are gray . So , when an Hypocrite ſhall happen, to 
&iflemble this xricke, from all thoſe which accompany 
ttm, which indeed cannot bedone (men now being en- 
duedwith penetrating eyes) yet one catinot deceiue the 
eye of his conſcience, quicke-frghted to pierceſuch fal< » * 
ſhooas with his bright refle tion. T1 

Hay nornung of the ſhame, 8& ignominy, that muſt 
be yndergone after 1t 1s diſcotiered,, & rakenin the a&, 
Ike a cut-purfe.Iſpea ke nothing of therackes;tortures, 
affrightments , and extaſies, in which they liue, who- 
defire to entertayne theſe ſeemings. A great Wit hath —_ 

4 . Stephanus 
well fayd , that ſuch people are tlie oxen gf Ba!, who Angheus 
| are cutforfacrificem littlegobbetrs\, but notwichſtan; iz. Regs 

_ ding receyue not fire from heaven; theſe miſerable crea. !& 
tures macerate, and kill themfelues , to ſacrifice them 


£4 


6loked , alwayes hidden from 5406 


- 
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2 (even from this all-piercing eye of their owne con= 


; moſt manifeſt , and canſiderable for the ſecond 

Ty Thar 3T 16.1 leto deceyue.Gog , whole eye 
repleniſhed 1 with þ lot ening flaſhes cranfpalicch through 
e Tas nies DG. 9's bal; it{olfe confeſle, it hath not 
darkene einough to ihadow it from his fhca.. Now ſo 
itis ; hat God | opgomneth, ,reprqueth, chaſtiſeth, with 


& partigulari indignation of his-harc this playſtered: life , 
Teuit, rr, X therfors as the interpreters of the 4h ae obſerue , 
ts. he hath reietc<d the Swan , notwithitanding che white» 


neſſe of her feaghers ,and, theſ" weetnelle of note, which 
is aſcribed to _ nor would he ever admur her in che 
number of his vidimes , becaule ynder pure white fea- 
- thers , ſhe hideth a blacke fleſh . For the 29s reaſon , he 
neuer would haue the Q/#rich ., who bath only the often= 
tous boaſts of winges, & no flight, ſo much hedereorh 
bb. 18. #5, apparence.  frunleſle, & cffealeliie.. 

| Firſt , or laſt, he will (layth holy 7b) take away the 
maske, that W, life of Hypocrites ſhall be, as the ſpiders 
web 1 b 3961 1udgement of God; they. ſhall thinke, they 
haue [pe d well 1 teuen to. hens hid chemſelucs :all ſhall 
be DI ſucd into: Topng , to make them appeare what 
they argin a moſt ignominious nakedneile. They now 
ol” are Panthers , who have their skinnes ſpotted with 
<a flowers, and, mirroyrs, thatſcarch out ſecret fountaines 
- to waſh away the arduces; and impreſſions of thyir 

__ crimes ,as it is related of chis Creature . 
*_ Butthe day of God will come, when as the Prophet 


i{e.!s foaked vp; thatis tolay, as Ailredwinterpreteth it,that 
al che counterfaytings, & diffimulations of the world, 
faall had NO MOTe Water to whiten them; Aqne Nemrim 


ſiccas 


Way fayth, the Panthers waters ſhall wholy be dryed, and. 
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Obſtace V. T DiſeuiſedLife, wy" 
ficcabuntur: we naturally all feare the publication of our 
vices,lo ſenlible wearein the touches of Honour, 
Thoſe poore MM 2/1ay maydes , who moued with 
enraged deipayre,ranne to halters , and ſteepy precipi- 
ces could neuer beduerted from this fury, neyther by 
the {weetadmonithment of theyr parents,nor rigorous 
menaces of Iudges . but when by Decree theyr naked 
bodyes were 1n the open paſlages of the ſtreetes expo- 
ſed, to the view of thole —— violated the law of 
nature by this moſt wicked attempt, the only apprehen- 
ſion of nakedneſie, and of the nakedneſie of a body be- 
reaued of ſenſe , ſtayed the courſe of theſe execrable 
frenzyes. And without ſpeaking of auncient hiſtoryes, - 
William Biſhop of Lyons relateth,thata certayne Damſell. -. 


| painted 1n an aye, when himplicuy was 1n great eſteem , 


as ſhe wentalong 11 a procetlion, behold by chaunce an 
Ape came out of a ſhop, who leaped on her ſhoulders, 
and tooke of her collte, and made alitle deformity ap=- 
eare,couered ynder painting and diſſimulation, wher= 
y ſhe felt her ſelfe ouerwhelmed with dolour, an 
confuſion . If th: ſmall atfronts and difgraces, which 
we receyue in the world haue ſo much force , what 
will it be then , when the ſoueraygne Iudge hall 
take away the ſcarfe , and make a cauterized con(- 
cience appeare? what will it be then, when-with as ma- 
ny torches, and burning lights, as. there then ſhall be of 
Angells, and of theelect by his {ide , he ſhall dilcouer, 
euen to the bottome of a loſt ſoule , where then ſhall be 
his playſtering , his rubbidge? where ſhall be his difli- 
mulations, and his hypocrifyes , in the _Abyſſe of this 
confution? Itisa thing, which we rather may meditate 
in ſilence, then exprefle in words. 
1- Vpon theſe conliderations, reſolue yourſelues 
£ to 


.  *»98 —- The Holy Court, Tf Tib, 2: 

' '*o þuild your faluation vpon the firme rocke of truth ; 
*acd"not a vayne reputation vpon the ſlippery moouing 
"'fandes of humane apparences. Imitate that good King, 

Typot « i Father of S. Lev, who bare a ſcepter made like anObe- 

Cats liſque in a ring, with this Deuiſe: Yolo Solidum perenne , 

as who ſhould lay , all his intenttons aymed at Heauen, 
and Eternity. | py 

2. Makeadeterminatepurpole as much as poſſibly 
you may, to auoyd in your apparell , in your hayre, 

in your wordes, in your ations all fort of affedtion , 

© of hypocriſy, of folly, as thinges baſe; fottiſh;, ridicu- 

Kurt: lous , a nd wicked, eucr remem bring this ſentence of S. 

queſt, 8, AvguFtinc ; Summa virtm & diutna et, neminem-decipere; 

vitimum vitium-eft , qurmlibet decipere . A great , and: 
diuine vertue it1s , todeceyue no man : The laſt, and 
moſt miſchiguous of all yices , 1s to deceyue the whole 
world. 


i 


Obſtacle. Vl, 1//husbanding of Tyme, 


K Notable Fable;maketh the ſpider, & the filke- 
NEE worme to ſpeake togeather, telling their for- 
VS tune ina pretty plealing manner , and great- 

ly replentthed with morall inſtruction . The 


< HF. 


ence, that ſhz vnbowelleth herſelfe, powering forth 
bh ſubſtanceand ſtrength, to accompliſh her worke - 
yet notwithitanding her endeauour ſo little profpereth, 

- as that after ſhe hath- brought this her web to perfeau- 


an, aſilly ſeruant will come,armed with a broomg,who, 
| 1. 
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Obſtacle. VT. [Tyme lofty 15S - 
in an inſtant will yndoe, II not ptoduce:? | 
perhaps tcarcely in ten-yeares . But if 1t happen; ſhegſo»: . 
cape from this perſecution, which ſeldome in*/greae* 
mens houſes 15ſeene', where rhe chamber-maydes are 
alwayes carefully imployed, yet all the fruit, whichthe 
may expe from” ſo much toyle, is but to takefome 
wretched fly 1n her web. ; 

Behold you not hereirſufficient cauſe to'bewayle: | 
her miſery? The Silke-worme quite. contrary boafterh 
her ſelfe to be one of the moſt happy creatures, which 
lives on the face of theearth:'for,fayth he , Tam ſought 
after, as1f-I were a' prettous/Diamond, I am exported 
from forrayne countryes , happy 15 he, who beſt can 
lodge, breed, entertayne, and cheriſh me; men bend all 
theyr induſtry toſerue my ecaſefull repoſe, and commo- 
dityes; if Itrauell ,my payne is well beſtowed : but bet 
how you will {tilly Spider ) that you take flyes, I captt» 
uate Kings The greateſt Monarks of the earth, are 1n- 
uolued in my threeds, Queenes, and great Ladyes make 
of my workes the entertaynment of theyr beautyes ; 8& 
the Potenrates which will not depend ypon any , are 
hish rayſed by a litle worme. The fower corners of-the 
earth deuide my labours with admiration; and not be- 
ing able togo higher,allthough I reachnot to heauen, 
yet I behold the Au/tars, roſmyle vnder the embelliſh- 
ments, which ifſue from my entrayles. 

And verily, there is great difference , betweene the 
trauell of the ſpider, and payne of the filke worme : the 
induſtry of theſe two litle creatures do naturally figure 
vnto.vs,twofortes of perſons, whereof the one tabou- 
reth for vanity, hear for verity. All men comming 
into this life , enter thereinto , as into a ſhop of toyle, 


whichas as naturall to them, as flight to birds, A great 


<3 man 
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manafter he had well conſidered this ſentence of 79h, 
cauſed theſe wordes to be inſcribed on his tombe, well 
worthy of ponderation: Conceptio culpa, naſci pena , laboy 
vita, neceſſe mori : That is to ſay, man entrethinto Being 
by the gate of not Be;zg, as he , who 1s as ſoone in finne 
as in nature, his birth is a puniſhment, his life a trauell, 
and his death, a neceflity. And very well Tertullian ob- 

Tertul, de ſeruerh, that God the Creator clothing man, with skins 

pellivs after his fall, which1s the attyre of (laues, and ſeruitors, 
whom we ſend to.delue in mynes, therby would {1gnify 
to him, he ſhould enter into the world,as intoa mine to 
Labour,and dig,vntill he had found a Tombe: Homo pel- 
litus orbi datur, quaſi mctalls . 

This payne then being neceſſarily reſolued vpon 
one of the moſt important poynts for dire&tion of life 
is;totake a good imployment, and well to beſtow your 
tyme , {ince through want of this good endeauour , life 

. 15 filled with a buſy {luggithneſſe, with vaprofitablela- 
bours , with remorſe, with ſhame, which ofteatymes 
dreggeth after it an eternity of payne. 

It 15 one of the greateit Contuſions, which at this 
day predominatethin theliues, and actions of men of 
- nM Some are overwhelmed with affayres , euen 
rom morning till night , and rhinke ypon euery thing, 
0 but themſelues. Others rowle ina lazyneſſe, full of moſt 
vayne occupations , and neuer ynderſtand the princt- 
pall buſyneſſe , which is the point of their ſaluation. We 
reatly fayle, eyther in knowledg?, or courage, to han- 
5p one of the chiefeſt paſſages of our life, which is the 
experience of tyme; wedoas onsinelder tymes ſayd,, 
Gpyer as maipepyyer , waptpyeres tpyer > We labour in the mayne' 
oyAt- , as if it were but an Acceſſory , and we af- 
; ger take the Accellory , as if it were the Principall. _ 
[thdil, eng 
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the petty trifles., which concerne the caſe , and. agcom- 
modation of our bodyes , haue their regular ryme, and 
ſeldome are forgotten, drinking, cating, ſleeping,ſpor- 
ting , exerciſe fa pleaſeth, be 1t neuer {o paynfull hath 
his ſeaſon, the affayre of ſaluation hath none at all, if it 
take not ſome ſmall tyme, euen by ſtealth, Behold (iu- 
ſly) corruption engendred , that may be remedyed by 
by the confideration of two , or three reaſons, which I 
will propoſe vnto you. 

Firſt, know, it is true, what the wiſeman ſayd,you of. 
tentimes coplayne of diuerſe neceflities of life, one ſaith 
he hath _ of health, another of liberty , another of 
credit,another of fauour,another of apparel,another of 
money: no mi deploreth, that he hath need of time, w* 
indeed 15 the moſt pretious merchandize. 9u? mihi dabis, 
qui aliq nod vretin tempori ponat ,qui diem eitimet,qu intelli= 


gat ſe quotidie mori? And yet notwithſtading Zexoafſured Senec.ep. 


vs, the thing which man moſt wanted in this life , was 
Time . One cinot better approue the yvalew,which is to 
be ſet vpon any thing , thea in ſhewing the rarity & ne, 
ceflicy of it Tyme 3s not only pretious , but abſolutely 
neceſſary : Then thinke whether you ought to hold 1t 
deare,or not. Tyme 15 very hard to be knowne,how dif- 
ficult thinke you, will it then be to poſleſſe it ? All the 
braue ſpirits of the world, haue yoluntarily put them- 
ſe!mes vpon the torture, only to diſcouer , what, Tyme 
was , and they could not ſo much as touch, the winges 
thereof. Pythagoras ſayd, it was the ſoule of the world, 
ox5 163 #15; others, thatit was heauen;others, that is 
was motion; others the meaſure of motion. Saint Augu- 
ftine a moſt admirable wit , ſtrugleth with himſelfe v- 
pon this- queſtion , as a bird in. a ſtring: He fayth, he 
knoweth, and he knoweth not, what Tym: is. He knows 
. = inough 
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inough to hold his peace, and knoweth not inough to 
Ls ſpeake: Quid ef tempus, ſinrmo ex _y querat-, fcio : fi que- 
FTI RGY explicare velim, neſcio I eaue tor you to thinke , 1f 
I4. this ſpirit all-compoled of fyre, and lightninge could 
not know tyme, how can you encloſe it in your coffers? 
The ſcripture comparethit to a moſt {wifc river, 
which commeth not, but to paile along , and creepeth 
not, but to glide away: all mortals litle, and great, ſtand 
Pſal.z7-re ON the brinke of this river , to iſh Ty-ze . Burt do you 
vulgata E: know, with what inſtrument? with a Sue, which is the 
_ cauſe , thatit holdeth nothing ; one fiſheth ten yeares, 
" another twenty another thirty , auother fourty,anotber 
fowerſcore. Ot alas ! All hath paſſed through a Siye, 
there remayneth nothing for them;yea euen the lidle in- 
fant, hanging on the teat of his Nurſe , which hg hath 
ſucked, bur one day as yet, hath it no more ? There re- 
maynes , but a poore moment, which we-hold , as one 
would catch a Wolfe by the eares, or an Ecle in your 
handes:ar euery turne,iteſcapeth from vs,0nz moment 
driuveth on another, as the waue of the ſea,thruſteth for- 
ward the waue. You ſee, this merchandize is very hard 
to be kept, and to recouer the loſe, 15 a thing humanely 
impoffible. To meaſure the wind, to weigh the flame, to 
call back a day palled, are 3. effe&s of like1mpoſlibility, 
God hathreſerued to himſclfe , the gauernement of this 
reat Dyall of the world. he himſeife figureth out the 
Lotvate and will giue this commiiſion to n0 man., 

Ff the Sunne was ſtayed in the tyme of 1:ſuah , it 
was done,ſfayth $S. Chryſo#tome, in reuerence of the name 
oficſus,of whom this great Captayne was the figure. 
do Iam tum famulata wvidehant 

S$idera,venturum praemiſſo nomine TESVM- 
If it recoyled back ten degrees in the tyme of Ezechias, 
; at 
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it was to-ſignify the miſtery of the Incarnation, when 
the Eternall word abaſed itſelfe vnder the nine Quyres 
of Angels, cuen to the knitting himſelfe to humane na- 
ture, the renth, the laſt,and as 1t were the. vtmoſt liſt of 
reaſonable creatures . This large dyall of heauen is not 
rouched , but for the great and various motions of the 
world , and the. principall myſteries of our Fayth; to 
thinke ſucha chaunge,, ſhould be made for you , werea 
great folly. Take tyme, while the Sunne ſtriketh on 
your line; if you.will put thz hand of thedyall vpon the 
| mouel of the preſent day, you ſhall not depend vpon the 
expected approach of to morrow. 

See you not, if one rent agarment, it15 made yp a- 
ayne; 1f a Iewell be loſt., jt 1s , > agayne; ifa houſe 
- burned , it is reedifyed agayne, many tymes much 
fayrzr,then euerit was? There 15 nothing ſaue tyme, but 
returneth ; you ſhall ſooner find the Ph;loſophers Hone , 
then the firſt fountayne-ſpring of youth. All r.ches, are 
bur as chafte in comparion of tyme. There is no worſe, 
thiefe the he that ſtcalerh fro himſelfe ſo vnualewablea 
Merchandize, eyther inoing ill, or indotng nothing. 
The: ſecond reaſon, which maketh this eſtimation of 
Tyme ſo recommendable, is the neceſlity , we haue of 
it. King CAntizon's , ſpake wiſely , when heſayd , his. 
watre, was the war-fare of Tyme, as. well;as of Armes. 
And very properly-may weſay the ſame thing . All our 
Chriſtian war-fare , all our Martiall diſcipline, all our 
exployts conſiſtan laying hold of opportunity,and:well 
husbanding of-tyme. A lictle.tyme, well 1imployed, 
which will be found at the day-of our death-in our own 
hands , can put vs tn poſſeflion. of a happy-eternity . If 
you haue nottyme, well may you haueriuers of gold, & 
 Magazins of pearles, but heaug you ſhal never ſan#y ; 
2 hs of amt! 
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Saint Gregory Naziarzen , doth ſagely tell ys, that life 
is an open Fayre, for all the world to trade therein. 
Heavmny®e4, 19per2y 763 Is 2b» Coy , And verily it 15 an admi- 
rable Mart , where the Merchants , if they be well adui- 
ſed, may barter a Vale of teares, for a Paradiſe of delica- 
cyes; catth for heauen, and a moment for eternity. All 
confiſteth in well ving Tyme z this 15 the only Mer- 
chandizeinrequeſtin the other world, to which we go: 
ſome infinitely labour to adorne them{elues, with the 
mire, and durt of the Indyes, to wit, with gold, and fl- 
uer , which is as abſurd a folly , as if one who to climbe 
to heauen, ihould make himlelte winges of a ſcuttle fil- 
led with earth. Others hunt after glory , and honour of 
the worli, which is but a m-ere counterfait bable in 
compariſon of the happyneſle of Saints; yer they not- 
withſtanding will cary i:-to heauen; asf one ſhould yn- 
dertake to bring by waggon a veilell of ſtinking water a 
hired leagues oft. to make (ale of1t,, there where ſtrea- 
mes runne of eternall fountaynes. Will you know the 
Merchidize which 1s of ſale in heauen? Tribulation for 
there1s none; and Tyme, for there 15 nothing, bur erer- 
nity ; cary thither a li«tle payne patiently borne, alittle 
Tyme well imployed , and bchols you become rich for 
CUCr . 

Tudge now, if this tyme be ſo eſtimable , and-necel- 
fary for your {aluation , what valew you ſhould fer v- 
pon it, and whether it be not , an 1ntollerable thing to 
waſt itin fopperyes, & triflles. Tyme1s1ll husbanded, 
by three"fortes of people: ſome employ it m doing ill, 
others in'doing nothing, the reſtin doing too much. In 
doing ill;the'vitious ;1n doing nothing, theidle ; in do- 
ingtoo muth ,the yvayne, and vnhappy. All are /as it 


- were) equallin looking Tyme,although ynequall in the 


manncr 
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Obſtacle, PI.  F Tymelof wag 
manner of loolingir, andinthe byreof bauing loſt it. _ 
And not to {peake heere atall eyther of crimes, or ne- | 
gligences , Which are two daungerous rockes , for the 
ip, which'tranſporcech Tyme; {ome ligh-ynder a true 
lazynefle, but paynfull, and ſtraightned ; others are de- 
lighted with vanityes, and meere follyes ; many are in- 
uolued in bufineſſe vp to the elbow, & yet becauſe they 
do not take their ayme well, in that they donot trauell 
for heauen , and are wholy ignorant of the place , and 
path of the Rendez-wors, all their life isa moſt laboyr- 
ſome Loytering : Labor fultorum affliget eos , qui neſciunt g, » 
in wrbemm pergere . They make much a doo, as little Chil- 
dren about butterflyes: They runne vp,and downe like 
Rattes, whoare inhnitly buſy to carry a rotten nutinto 
their hole; They ſtriue , as fiſhes 1n a pond to take the 
bit one from another : They wander backward , & for- 
ward , like Ants ypon the body of a tree : Izcopſultus il- 
lis vannſy, curſus e# , qualis formicss per arbuila repentibus , —_— 


« tg 


Others make fooles of themſe]ues1a meere bables , 

and it 15a wonder to behold, the Child1ſhneſſe, and A- 
th trickes of imployments , which are found in the 

| ooches” men of eminent Quality... Sez in the auncient 
hiſtoryes a Domitian, vpon whole ſhoulders God had 
placed the burthen of a vaſt Empyre,yetlaying aſide all 
other affayres ,'he:euery day reſerued ſome houres: to 
himiclfe, to ſticke flyes through with a bodkin, and 
thereunto intended , as to one of the moſt ſerious af- 
fayres of his Kingdome : Hartabus , King of the Hyrcans 
caught Moles ; Bias , King of the LZydiers , ſtabbed 
Fragges; AEropw, King of the A made lan- 
ternes. Behold you not goodly employment for Kings? 
Ars there not (Ipray) as very triffers to be found 
or TE A a amongſt 
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amongſt Chriſtian nobility at this day? Weſee men; 
euen inthis age, who walt all their tyme, in combing 
their hayre, waſhing their beards , 1nſtriuing to haue 
their ſtockings ſprucely put on, to new-hatch their 
fwords, to draw on new bootes,, to enquyre for rich 

rters, to make prouifion of girdles, and hangers, to. 
cheapen beauer-hats , to buy feathers, to trample Vp & 
downe the ſtreets , to hold aracket , toplay at dice, to 
daunce the Cinque-a-pace,to gourmandizea. banquet , 
to throw rotten Orenges one at another,to prattle with 
women , to yvaunt of that which.they haue neuer done, 
toenuy the happy, to contzmne the miſerable, to breath 

erperually out of one, and the ſame mouth, eyther ca- 
fu many, orſcoffes; neuer toſpeake aferious word, as if 
one had abiured alreaſon,& laſtly neuer to ſpeake well, 
but when they intend Rm ill , What an. vnfortu- 
nate and truantly kind of life, 15 this? When ſuch kind 
of men, haue ended their courle, deferue they not, they 
ſhould haue the Epitaph of an Apeinſcribed on their 
rombes, fince they ſeruilely haue thus betrayed their 
manhood ? 
On the other fide, we behold women, who haue no 
other trade, but to thinke on new faſhion; for apparell, 
to buy ſtufft$, to make thereof rich petty-cores, and 
gownes, to bargayne for Iewells, and pretious ſtones, 
ro rayſe their Chopino's higher, to-looke in their glaſſe 
aboue a hundred tymes in aday, to call a councell ypog 
one hayre of their head, to haue the water of the Angell, 
the powder of Cypreſſe,to beeuer learning ſome new-1n- 
vention of impoſture to-beare on.their forheads ,, which 
God himſelfe hath configned with his owne finger , to 
be the ſeate of ſhamefaſtneſſe, to demiſe curiofityes.1n 
their chambers, and tocomplayne of all the ans , 4 
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foerh their owne impatience , to flutter through. the 
ſtreets in their coaches , to roame Vp and downe :to, 
gollippings & Childbed-women, to tattle with ſpruce, . 
carpet-Kn1 hrs,toſearch through imperunent curiofi- 
ty into all kind of |bulineſſes , ro know nothing and to. 
ſpeake of al things, to deafen halfe the world with their 
Chacrtering, and to hold the other in breath, 8& ſtudy to 

do them ſeruice , to beſtow a fourth parc of their lite in 

cloathing, & attyring themlſclues, the other in babling, 

the other in dauncing, and playing,the reſt 1n ſleeping; 

what remayneth for God ? 

| Behold the goodly husbanding , which is made of 
tyme, behold how the ar, a of God is mannaged , 
and th:n who will be amazed to fee, whether this life in 
theſe fayre exerciſes, and imployments be repleniſhed 
with darkeneſſe, with confution , with a ſluggiſh , and 
lamentable forgetfulnellc of the lifc ro come? The reme- 
dy forthis diſorder, is to conſider , 

1. How many damned foules do now groane in 
flames, which all the Oceans cannot extinguth;for ha» 
uing contemned Tyme, which you yet enioy at your 
caſe. He that could only graunt to them one little mo- 
ment, of theſe excellent dayes, which you ſo prodigal- 
[y waſt , through what thornes , what fices , whatyce, 
would notthey paſſe, to expaace the errours of their paſ- 
ſed life? From what ſcepters,what Empyres, what Dja- 
demes , would not they voluntarily, and freely deſpoyle 
themſelues off, to purchaſe one houreof tyme,and im- 
ploy itin the rigours of a moſt auſtere pengance? And 
you ſuppoſe , it may be lawfull for you tg, liue in” this 
Childiſh ſtupidity. 

2. How many thinke you, at thevery inſtant that 
youread thele lines,are thereof ſoules newly diſlodged 
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frombodyes , brought to the tribunall of God,condem- 
ned to flames for this ill expence of ryme , what know 
you at how little a threed the ſword of Taftice, yet han« 
geth ouer your heads? and you notwithſtanding re- 
ſembleſnayles, which then fing , when their houſes are 
on hire . | 
3. Take ſo much payne, to auoyd an eternall Vn- 
happyneſſe, as to rayſe to your ſelfe a litle treaſure our 
of che thrift of tyme , by taking euery day, be it neuerſs 
litle- leaſure, to reryre your ſelfe , within your ſelfe , to 
behold from whence you come, whither you go, what 
paſſerh within you ; ſtudy in the booke of your con- 
{cience, where you muſt make entrance, and perhaps. 
ſooner then you thinke for. 
4. Prepare couragiouſly by the aduiſe of thoſe, who 
guide your Conſcience , a litle'Oeconomy of all your 
ations in the day , keep them ſtritly, as much as you 
may poſlible, and if you happen to looſe tyme , do not 
hike ſpend-thrifcs, who looſe, and know not whatthey 
Toole ; ſee why, and how you looſe, that you may ſeafo< 
nably giue remedy thereunto . 
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© wWhtichordinarily is amongſt Courtiers,doth 
ACE vndoubtedly caufe in them , ſo violent an o- 

GEES werlaſhing of togne that now adaies, tt ſwel- 
leth like another deluge, oucrflowing all mankmd. Exa- 


of Sos HIS ſuperaboundance of tyme,& 1dleneſſe 


Fug apud 27112 good Anthour, cited by Mel/xin the Bibliotheque 


'of the Fathers, hath-protuced a paſſtge very -remar- 
| Z kable 
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kable,to wit,thatamong trees, the _Mmord blofſometh 
firſt of a1, and is the firſ that is pinched with froſand 
amongſt the parts' of man the tongue firſt of allcom- 
meth Ph to the field ,and is firſt ſurpriſed-in the ſnares 
of Sathan . Tf all thoſe who at this preſent mightbe ca. 
xed for their tongues, ſhonld loofe thewſe thereof, the 
wortd would be repleniſhed with dumbe men }bur the 
euill ſpirit handletch his buſinefſe much otherwiſe, then 
the fowlers : Theſe catch birds, to bereaue them of li- 
berty; he layeth hold on the tongue , to giue it a falſe 
freedome, to.ſpeakeall things. | 
' Three kind of congues at this day are moſt power- 
fully predominant -1n the occaſions of the world , the 
Vayne, the Slaunderous , and the Scofling. The yayne , 
ſe-meth to nie to haue been myſtically figmifyed 7 by the ifs. 1%; 
Propher 1/ay,vnder the 'tytle of afeathered Cymball; 72 © 
rerre Cymba'o alarm . The Cymball was aninſtrument , 
compoſed of thinne plates of braſſe, withcertayneſmall 
barres of iron , faſtned, and crofſe billeted inthe plates , 
wherewith they made a great noyſe. Others thinks, th$ 
| Cymballs , are Belles , which according to the opinion 
of ſome, were conſecrated to the ſeruice of the-Church, 
by Pope Sabiniay . It 1snotatthis day, that bells arean 
requeſt; bur as for feathered bells , they are things vn- 
heard off: And yet notwithſtanding the tongue; ws not 
only a bell, according to the allegoricall 1nterpretarion 
of the wordes of the Prophet , but a feathered bell . The 
bell goethnorour of his Keeps ,-butthetongue:'cannot 
cormneicfelfe in his Pallace: ſhe maketh fe wines, 
by the help. of feathers and paper , after endeanoureth 
to paſle the (cas , and to beare firevery farreinto the: 
worl1. 
Afl-tght word ſpokettmerily, in theſeoretretyremr 
| Aa 3 of 
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of a Cloſet , ſhall ſometymes be told agayne a hundred 
leagues off, and ſhall enkindlein the harts of men, a fire 
able to putallinto combuſtion, The _ of the Cym- 
ball, as it isa Cymball; 15 not the worlt , it offendeth 
more through complacence, then malice . Itts a tongue 
truly vayne, which feeveth it lelfe with a petty affeta- 


- tion of diſcaurſe, with fleighr lyes , with crifling flatte- 


ryes, with prattle, and tattie.. In this predicament, we 
—_— place the rongues of indiſcrcet women . The 
Giants after the inundation of waters , would build the 


Tower of Babell ; but women 1n thedelugeof tongues 
rayſe the turrets of babble: 0tioſa,verboſe,curioſe,loquen- 
fer, que non oportet ,fayd S. Paul heeretofore,, { peaking of 
his owne times. In theſame ranke are the tongues + ot 
infinite number. of effeminate Gallants , who waſt all 
their tyme in the courting of women, complements,af- 


fetatios,meere ho. PA they ſhould haue no 


other ill in th-m, then neuer pronounce a ſerious word, 
yetare they culpable inough . but iying & flattery waits 
enthem , as the ſhadow doth on the: boy. 

A great note of the corruption of this age,is, theli- 
berty of lying , which raygnerh euen in the mouthes of 
many men of quality: Ir ſeemech now that tolyeis no 
more a vice , þut a neceflity of nature. The Sages , haue 
tearmed Truth to be a fea, which 1s.acuer mooued, a ha- 
uen where no man ſuſfereth ſhipwracke , a way which 
wearyeth not , a gate whichneuer 1s ſhut agaynſt any : 
bur at this preſens,ut is aſea. where fewMerchanes ſayle, 
ahauen littlefrequented,a way which to many leemgth 
to- be ſtopped vp with thornes, and bryers, and a gate 
which almoſt 15 never opened . 


It is ſayd, Auguitws Ceſar, after along enquiry into 


all the parts of his Ewpyre,tound but one man,who was 


accoun - 
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accounted neuer to hauetold a lye, for whichcauſe.he 
was deemed capable, and worthy to be the ſacrificer in 
the Temple of Truth: If at this day , the like inquiſition 
ſhould be made, I much feare the _AMultar of Verity, 
would rather be- without a prieſt, then the ſhrine of lyes, 
without vitimes. Litle Children in theyr beginning 
practiſe the trade; the ſpirit of impoſture, openeth the 
way vnto them by the congne, making them. hind in-lyes 
the key of all vices. In ſpeaking falſely , one. is fo accu- 
ſtomed co lying, that he liveth therein, as in his proper 
element.It 1s practiſed with as. much boldnefſe,as a man 
would deſyre aduantage, to defend a 1uſt verity;the or- 
dinary proceeding of theſe counterfeit ſpirits, make vs 
hence forth belieue, that coafſſurea thing with ſo much 

- confidence, is to affirme it 1s falſe. | 
Lyes, aboueall, areenery where predominant in 
pratlings, & flatteryes , whichin my opinion are. come 
_to the height of extremity, ſo.exorbitant they are: And 
it is no wonder , fince the ſpirits of men are fo diſpoſed 
thereunto; thoſe which haueloſt all the markes, & ima- 


_ prefſions of yertue, will yetretayne the tribute , which 


15 the praiſe. They (ee themſelues.voluntarily to babble, 
and elfe loue hath.veyled theyr eyes with. ſo grofſe ar 
ignorance, that they may doit with much impudence, 
' yet that ſhall be modeſty. 
; -. The maledi&ionpronouncedby the Prophet Eze- 
| chiel againſt thoſe, who hauelitle pillowes for all pur- 
aw hy the Nice to-Jeane vpon , may now well be.re- 
newed;neuer hath there beeneſo many flatteryes ſeene: 


V e,quicouſuunt puluillos, ſub omni cubito manus. The Chal- E700 134 
. dren of great men ate ſoothed by all fort of tongues, & 


'made drunke with theyr prayſes, before they be throu- 
ghiy awakened, and as they are alwayes bred in curio- 


lity.,, 
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fity , it feemerh when any cruth is offered to them, a 
Phenix is brought from the other world . The feruile 
ſoules, which bend themſelues like the fiſhers angling- 
line , ſeing their preferment dependeth vpon therr 1m- 
pertinent prating , & the Aultars of this falſe greatneſfſe 
will be ferued with ſuch ſmoke , ſpare it no more thet 
one would water in a riuer . You ſhall find few.or none 
that will tel the Ape,he is an Ape; this liberty of peach 
rsextant in hiſtoryes , but more amongſt vs. 

The Gouteſeeketh our the houſes of rich voluptuous 
men , and Flattery the manhons of the eminent; thar is 
it which the Wiſeman would ſay in the pronerbes , ac- 
cording to the orig1nall tranſlation : S174 manibus niti- 
tier tb moratur in domibus Reors . The Hebreyes litterally 
vnderſtand it, by the Apes, which Salomon cauſed to be 
tranſported by (ea ; with thoſe Apes came Flartterers , 8& 
Buffons to the Court of this great King ,'which-was the 
beginning of his vnhappyneſle. Thote which flatter .& 
thoſe which willingly are flattered , are much of the na- 
ture of the Ape , and all this tattle of Court, is indeed a 

'meere Apithnelſe . Behold why , that learned Prelate 
Paiusin .' Fajus, who!e manuſcriprs haue very lately been extra- 
manpulde 5.4 out of Libraryes , doth moſt natively repreſent this 
. Verity ro vs ynder the veyle of a fiftion.. He faygneth , 
two men, the one an extreme flatrerer , the other wſt , 
and a truth-ſpeaker , came to -3 # in the houſe of an 
old Ape, at that tyme encompaſſed , with a plensyfull 
race. The Ape asked of the flatterer , what opinion he 
had of him? This man accommodating himielfe to the 
tyme, gaue him many ſp-ciows prayſes , laying , he was a 
vermillion roſe , and thoſe thatenuironed him were the 
leaues ; thathe was a Sunne, and thoſe that were about 
him were the rayes; that he was as valiant as a Lyon,8 
"Ha b 5 OE, PE all 
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all his offpring, was aracc of young Lyons Bchold ſauh 
the Ape, ztis well, and commaunded to haii&a pre{ci. 
given-him .Whenit came to the cruth»ſpeakers tvrne to 
boy ſomewhat, he reuolued'with himfelte, that he could 
not tell a lye, that his nature was alwayes tobe true, that 
if his companion had a reward for telling a lye, by 
much more reaſon, he ſhould be welcome, delwering 
-the truch - He thereupon freely fayd to him, he was an 
Ape, & all thoſe that attended him were Apes like him+ 
ſeife; for which cauſe the Apes prouoked , aſſaylcd him 
fiercely with their teeth, and nayles. Behold the condi 
'tion of this age, we cannot brooke a truth, oureares are 
alwayes Ropped, with perfumed conon, enterrayned 
with falſe prayſes , ſeruile complacences , truth tndeth 
no admittance, and if happily ſhe do hat vponit , her 
wordesare thornes , they teare the skin: The moſt 1n- 
diſfoluble friendſhips in apparence , are diſlohiied by a 
licde freedome of a friend . Then it is nothing ſtraunge, 
if prating,andintemperance of ton gue bein uch force, 
ſince the ſoft temper of ſpirits of this tyme cannot en- 
dureany the leaſt liberty of ſpeach . CLLR 

. As weare excefliue in prayſes,ſo we hold no: mea- 
ſure in reprehenfion : Thoſe, who are abſolutely ſenſi 
ble., of the touches of Honour , and cannot tollerate a 
truth, thinke thatall other are leaprous, ſo prodigall 
theyare of another mans fame. They cut, carne, X 
with the tongue on cuery ſide, and you may find a feaſt, 
where moreraw fleſh is deuoured, then eycher boylcd, 
or roaſted. Calumny doth at this preſent refſemble the 
tayle of theſcorpion, which eyrher ſtingeth, or cueris 
ready to transfixe; It hath neuer beene ſecne fo fyerly 
enflamed.Itis the wound of frogs deſcribed in Exodws: 


Et aſceuderunt raue operneruntg, terram AEgypti It was a Exod. & 
B b 
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grcatſcourge to behold theſe vgly creatures iſſuing out 
of Nilus,to go crawling vp and downe the filken furni. 
tures, and goulden plate of Pharao, as well as ouer the 
poore cottages of beggars. Anda greater puniſhmentie 
15 at this day to heare thele {launderous tongues, powre 
forth cheyr venome vpon all fortes of perſons,and to aſ- 
ſayle as: well the Myters, the D:ademes, and Scarlet, as 
the Ruſſert coate. Euery one 'ſheweth the ſtroaks of ca- 
lamay; euery onedemaunding oyle ; and balme for his 
wounds , doth notwithſtanding couertly hold a lharpe 
lancer, to wound anothers eſtimation. The honour of 
Magiſtrates, of Ladyes , of young Virgins many tymes 
moiſt innocent 15-not ſpared, moſt fayrhfull feruitors 
are traduced by the a of calumny, men are bold to 

Pabius ke {pSake any thing, fince many are willing to. belicue all. 
elamats Peſcimumhumanarum mentiummilum ett, quod ſemper ani- 
: dins nefands finguntur , & af frma:ionem ſumit ex homine, 
quicquid non habet ex veritate. Verity b*hold the rn 
malignity that can bein the minds of men, which is, 
that they are pleaſed to.difi=mble an euill,8& that which 
hath no foundation of verity., findeth colour & :cour- 
tenance from the mouth of a Ca/ammiator. Two euill ſpi- 
rits ordinarily breath out Calumny, the one planterh 
himſelfein the tongue of the detractor , the other in the 
cares of the hearer : They are twoſundry windes, whe- 
reof the one commeth from the gate, the other from the 
window: when they toſle this-tennis-ball one to ano- 

ther, you ſec terribleſport. 
Afﬀcer Calumny commeth likewiſe Scoffing , with 
.immodeſt,and wicked wordes,which notwithſtanding 
they put into the mouthes of litle children , to make 
them witty, and pl-afiag.Thele litle creatures , do not 
yet know whether they haue a tongue, or no, and we 
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perceyue they allready are initiated in the worke of $4- 
than. T his ſpirit of (cofling, and impurity , which plea- 
ſeth ic ſelfe with vncleanetie of language.,is a, harbin- 
ger of Ahri/me , that marketh him out aladging: & as 
1t15 ſayd,that the Sza-rat goeth before the whale, in the 
ſame manner groile, and (enſelefſe umpiety ſuch as it 15, 
maketh vſe/I know notof what kind ) of filly ſcoffing 
ſpits, which areſuppoſedithe wile, of the world , vn- 
der the colour, that they can.compole ſome þald Son- 
act,and they alwayes gue the word, when to laugh at 
ir, Thelc are the curiofatyes, the entertainments, the 
10s of meetings. Aaron ſtriking the duſt with his rod, 
made ties to ſpring vp, the greateſt {ſcourge of AEgypr:1 
Ccanort tell who it 1s that hath receyucd the aſhes of Rabe- pxod. n 
{a:5, nor who hath beene verled in this putrifaction, but 17, 

by a manife|t vengeance from heauen, wedayiy behold 

new v-:rmine to ariſe, which eadeauous to.gnaw , and 
diſfipate all that which hath any piety, or feare of God 

in Chriſtianity. Pa hy I 

Blind Creatures,you know not the euill , and ther- 

fore you make no account to corred 1t: you find not 

what to reprehiend therein; and God will; diſcouger for 

what to deſtroy you: you haue thornes in the middeſt 

of your feaſtcs, and recreations, which will pierce you 

euen tothe drawing of bloud. Take away theTollaces 

of a Pagan, & preſent to God the alacrity of Chriſtians; 

know you not,, that the graſhoppers of the Apocalyps., 

haue the viſage of a Virgin, and the tayle of a Scorpion, 

all theſe taunts, and ſcotfes haue the ſeeming apparence 
of generoſity , but- the, poyſon isin the Tayle. Harken 

how S. _Awgnitine ſpeaketh :, Si quis forte propterea non 

cog 20ſcit , quia non aanertit 5 aduertat de catero; atque Vits 7 ap 
#417 nucuiat quod a—_ » ne Des inueniat quod _—_ Pal, 99. 
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Sed tamen quia nonquieſcunt naſci [pins in male exultanti- 
bus , aduertamus inbilationem improbandam , offeramus Deo 
iubilationem coronandam « 

<hold in part the diforders, which at this day 
proceed from z. tongues , the vayne, the reproachfull, 
the ſcoffing, without ſpeaking at all of oathes, periuries, 
blaſphemyes, which haue the language of hell. Whar a 
deluge of corruption ifſueth from one ſmall member of 
man ?«_M'zs, what remedy is there for all this, fince iris 
one of the greateſt obſtacles of (aluation, and Chriſtian 
perfection? The miſcheffe, is not onJy 4n the tongue, it 15 
1n the hart, and thereto remedy mult be applyed , conſt- 
dering both the deformity, and puniſhment of the like 
VICECs. 

The vayne tongue, which is practiſed in. babble, 
lyes, flatteryes , and 1mpertinent Chatter , ordinarily 
procedeth froma fleight, ſhallow,idle (pirit;as fleight, it 
15 full of fopperyzas ſhallow , it is ſeruilely ſubiected to 
complacencg;as idle, it ſeeketh employment in vanity, 
not being able to hnd it 1n yertue This intemperance of 
tongue , 15 the boyling of il] difgeſted 1dlenefle , & there 
It is, where the ſearing-iron mult be applyed,;to make it 
a ſerious ſoule, much pleaſed with entertainments, wor- 
thy-of a man, able torefiſt idle toyes , and to holditina 
firme poſture, in-good employments, tothe end, it may 
hauenoleyſure to diffuſe itſelFe1n vayne ſuperfluityes, 
The lippes of the bride/as S:Thomes notably obſcruerh ) 
are-compare1 toa Carnation Ribband , to informe vs, 
that the ribban ſcrues women;to bind vp theyr hayrez& 
the difcretion of lippes, ought to-tye vp our thoughres, 
for feare, they be notſcattered ina thouſand. follyes of 
ſpeach: Sicut vitta coccinea labia tua. 

Saint CAmbroſe interpreting theſe. wordes: of: = 
onde WIIC. 
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wil: man, Sev prſſeſsionem tum ſpinis , which admomith 
vs to makea hedge of thornes about our inheritance, 
fayth - We haue not any better poſſeſſion , then our 
ſoule , ao betrer gold , then our hart, no better ſilver, . 
. then our wordes;1t1s abour this. treaſure , we ought to 
make our wall : Poſieſsio tua , mens tuaeit: Aurum tuum, | 
cor tuumeH : Arzentum tunneloquium tuum HA. Riners,are Amb.l. 
tributaryes tothe 9cean for all theyr drops of water, & office & ae 
you in the tudgment of Gol for euery word; is notthis | 
worthy of alitle conſideration, to ſtay a yvayne tongue? 
As for the reproactfull;The one proceedeth from a 
very ſtupid , and grofſe inconfideration, from an 11] li- 
berty. , from a dangerous cuſtome , which maketh that 
one fomerimes {]laundereth not purpoſely,and this muſt 
be corrected by prudence, and fret obleruation; The: 
other taketh birth from an enraged ſoule, full of gall, _ 
and acrimony , which caſteth it's froath out', by the | 
tongue ;for finding her torment, and pumiſhmer.tin an- \ 
others happyneſſe, ſhe ſearcheth out her contentment / 
* 1a the diminution thereof : but the encountreth there a 
' new torture , ſeing that reproaches are as the foame of 
the ſea, which beaterh on thz foore of rockes,and flyeth- 
not to the fteepy.top. | 
Great mindes diſfipate calumnyes by the innocen=- 
cy of their life , as the Chriſtall current of riners- carry 
the ſmall fiying duſt. All the arrowes of reproach re- 
turne vpan:the Calumniator , who oftentymes- liuerh 
in this world, as a ſolitary wolfe,tormcted with a thou- 
fand mortall affrighrmznts of a wicked conſcience , 
which make him to begin h1s hell in this world, and fi- 
mh jr3n the. other , without end. For what mercy can: 
there befor a Calumniatour , whodyethin obloquyes? 
So many reproaches,are ſo many man-ſlaughters, wher- 
Bd 3, | with: 
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' With all bloudy he goeth to the iudgement of God, to- 


Clem, ep.1. 
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receyue the reward of his wickedneſle . Sazzi C:emmt 
witneſſeth, that this is the do&rine of S. Peter , who di- 
ſtinguiſhed two ſorts of homicides : The one of the 
hand, the other of the tougue, both puniſhable with 
one, and the ſame payne : Surt homicide imtenfe lore: fra- 
trum, & ſunt homicide detratfores eorum There 15 no other. 
remedy. but to take away brotherly hatred by Charity, 
and ſeriouſly bridle this vntamed tongue, vntull it be 
maiſtered. | 
For theſcoffing tongue it proceedeth from a ridicu- 
lous ſoule, hight, and languijhing, te-blc in the relliſhes 
of God; and af it turth:r paſſe on, to mocke at thinges 
ſacred, itis a bud of the fame 1mprety Such Goblins, & 
rathng Duelis are not comonty cures by reaſon, their 
ins arc worme-eatcn, and beccme rotten with Infide= 
lity ; they are the Soancs of Chir , vrbridled, and diſs 
ſolute creatures which will fail into a thouland difa- 


' ſters1n this lite 1f they do not powerfully amend them= 


ſelues, and ſhall in the other world fins a heape of an- 
ger, and vengeance for puniſhment of their crimes. 
Thar laughter, 1s the ſmyles of thornes, or ſong of 
ſnayles 1n the flames. Fly / O Noble men } ſuch pla- 
gues, and well remember, what a great Perton fayd; 
That your tongue ,1s as the Cenſar of Djuinity; vie the 
matter ſo, that your wordes , may be preſented to the 
chrone of God,as the true perfume of Heauen. 


ObFacle VIII. 
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Obſtacle VIIT. Curioſity in the reſen= 
ment of affronts, and difgraces. 


5 S men are allured by vaine prayſes,and bath 
&< themſclues in flatteryes, as 1n role water, ſo 
+ are they extremely ſen{ible of affronts, whe- 
<= ther they bereall diſgraces, or haue no ſub- 
fſtencear all, but 1n the 1magination. One cannor touch 
this ſtring of (point of Honour )fo {lightly , burit will 
Eccho forth ſome ſound. The leaſt word of difdayneray- 
{cth a ſtorne 1n the mind, a Diſgrace is a clap of thun- 
der;& one {cornefull Countenance of a Prince, bree- 
deth more feare,8& terror then a Cannon. Thele worldly 
reſpeds cauſe amayne impediment in the excerciſe of 
vertne; and aſoule, which jhall feed it ſelfe with ſuch 
apprehenfions, ſhall alwayes liue in fetters.It 1s good to 
obſerue the cauſes and remedyes therof to draw conſo- 
lation from thence, #2tt 7 £2 | 
You ,( O Noble men )apprehend inturyes , oblo- 
quyes , and diſgraces. From whence ſuppole you, do- 
theſe appreheniions proceed ? Of too much felicity- ill 
diſgeſted - Qurrele ſunt nanſeantis animi , inquas fer? deli- 
catt , & felices incidunt. You haue a ſtomacke'of paper, 
which'can concot nothing; it1s ſo inebriated;, with the: 
taſtfull{weetnes, of ſome neuer-ceafing proſperityes, 
that with tho leaſt diſguſt ; it is ouerthrowne: and yet 
notwithſtanding, to']1me this day in the-world , you. 
muſt procure an- 0#riches Romacke , who ſwalloweth. 
euen Iron it ſ(clfe . 
Secondly this proceedeth from a ſpirit prot 
| ate; 
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Conſtantia recounted that Corpelins a Senator , ſhed. many teares-in 


_elite:we obſerue, that thoſe, who vpon all occahons are 
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ready to giue affronts, are moſt tender in receyuing 
any: They cuta large thong, ont of anathers man's lea- 
ther, butif you prick them neuer folitle , you pull theyr 
skinne ouer theyr heads. Itis the courſe, which was no- 
ted in the monſter of nature Caligula: He had a tongue 
vnbridled to {coffe indifferetly vpon all kind of obieas: 
If any man challenged him for it, he was enragedly of- 
ended : Ferendarum contumeliarum impatiens, faciendarum 

cupidiſSimns. 
Thirdly , theſe affronts oft tymes are ſuch, as the 
fantaſyes of men, if we helpe them not out with our 
.opinions, their arow catcheth no hold. In receyuing ag 
atfront,we muſt belieue1t to be fuch, or elſe all :nwuryes, 
are {tones caſt into the wind, which cary no force. Itis 
full Senate , when Corbu/o called him Bald Oitrich. Seneca 
admireth,thatſucha man, who in all things elſe had 
ſhewed himſelfe moſt couragiouſly oppolite againſt all 
other iniuryes, loſt his ſtirrops, Ge one ridiculous ſay- 
ing, which might haue beenc ſmothered in Laughter, 
in which itfhrſt topke birth; this blow was rather fixed 
vpon him, by his owne imagination, then by the ron- 

ueof his Enemy. | | 

Fourchly , this niceneſſe in the reſentment of 1niu- 
ryes, ordinarily taketh hjs being froma ſoft, and cfte- 
minate ſpirit, which knoweth not whatan affront is, & 
who had great need to encouter ſom? true & real thing, 
that4t may no more become haughty , with vaine ſhad- 
dowes. This 15 it, which moſt '1ud1c1ouſly that great 
Oracle of Latin Pi/oſophy hath obſcrued : Nimro otio inge- 
nia natura infirma, & mulicbria; rnopia vere inarie laſci= 
Wieptias | 
pj For 
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- | Foraremedy to this Obſtacle, I will produce two-* 
very con{iderable things. The firſt is, that if a generous, 
hart, could once perſwade himſelfe that the moſt noble 
reuenge , which might be drawne from. aftronts were 
toſcorne them , and that ſuch is thermanner of all great 
ſpirits , he would make vnto himlclfe a Buckler of Dza- 
ond againſt all theſe petty inferiour diſturbances.Now 
thus 1t1s: Al the greatneſle of a faireſoule capable toin- 
herit heauen for a Theater of it's ations, ſhould reſolue _e 
to do good, and ſuffer ill, toknow not only how to tol- . 
lcrate aningratitude, buthow to faſten benefits. 

Saint CAugudline , vpon the 93. Pſabme proueth this 

yerity vatovs , by a fine induttion, which he draweth 
from the ſtarres : Conuitia fiunt Hellis, cum dicitur, illa Hel- 
la Mercurij eſt, & illa Saturni: quidiille cum audiunt tants _ 
conunia? numquid monentnr , numquid Bon exercent cur- > 4 oyt 
ſus ſuos? fic Jag weve qai in natione pernerſa, & tortuoſa habet FM 
verbum Det , ſitut Luminare ef fulgens tn celo. Inuries 
(fayth he) are daily done to the itarres: one ſaith, behold 
the ſtarre of Mercury , behold Saturne; is it not then a 
yur wrong to theſe beautyfull ſtarres, enchaſed by the 

and of God ,in the Azure vault of the heauens, to put 
them 1nto the poſſeflion , of (I know not) what kind of 
petty pilferer, or of an old dottard , whois ſayd to haue 
deuoured his owne children? Theſe ſtarres , which are 
(as it were) the eyes of the Omnipotent, to behold all 
that, which paſſeth-heere below ,arechey offended with 
the inturyes, which men do to them? haue.they euer tur- 
ned out of the way for that? haue they euer loſt one ſole 
ſtep of their regular motion ? No afluredly..So you ( O 
Noble men) whome God hath placed in the Sphere of 
greatneſſe, tocalighten men , what importethit you , 
if a peruerſe , and way ward people {launder your repu» 


- 
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ration ? Neter ſhall you be great; if you know not the 
way of doing well, andſuffering ill. Dolike the Sunne, 
and Stafres , ſhine, and gliſter 1n the firmament of ſan- 
Qity , and giuedetraQious tongues , leaue in the meane 
tyme to like yp duſt. . | | 

'  S:Cyprian, in the treatiſe , which he compoſed of 
Patience, mounteth yet a litle higher , and after Tertul- 
lran,pertinently declareth , that Patience1n inuryes is 
a ſry of the Diuinity j& the true yertue of Nobility, Eff 
nobrs cum Deo virtus communis, inde patientia incipit , inde 
claritas eins, & dienitas caput ſumit. What patience is it in 
God, fo many ages to hane ſuffered , Temples of Idolls, 
exe ted tothe contempt of his*Name? To-make dayes; 
& tymes ſtill to circumuolue , rivers toglhtde, winds ro- 
blow, Autumne to put one a ſatfron Robe, grapes to 
ripen, theelements to ſerue, and hold totall Nature in 
breath, for a thouſand,and a thouſand ſacrifices to hel ? 
to'caſt flowers from heauen with a bounteous hand y- 
pon contumatious heads, who well deſerue the ſtroake 
of the thuder bolt? What patience is it in the Sauiour of 
the world , to behold the Sunne eclypſed, all the ſtarrs 
to put on mottrnitig weeds, the whole frame of thisvni- 
uerſe to be troubled both aboue ; & beneath his: Croſſe; 
and he in the meane tyme, toremayneaffixed in this 
chayre of patience without motion ? This magnanimi- 
ty in ininryes;, 15 the true tampe with which God for 
his tmitationimpreſſech all\noble;and: great ſpirits. | 
_ See (TI pray) what remedy King:Danid vied, againſt 
the maleuolent tongue of Semei : he fled from an vnna- 
turall Sonne ,- and m- flying fellintotheviolence of an 
enraged'tongue,which Yarted againſt him ſhafts of fire, 
& trans fixed him cuento the hart, Benold his Captay= 
nesready to ſtrike himdowne, like Ma#ines. But Dauid 
co - reply- 
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replyeJ;No; I will thathe live, and you to know;whe-' 
ther this bsnovwrow a powerfull blowtrpm thejnine 
prouidehce;; -who'hactſentehis man-foramexercitof 
vertue? My God, O that only the odour of myfacrifice 


might aſcend euen.to thy Aultars! S. Ambroſe admireth 4m, £- 
ſo much this greatnefle of courage; that he:cryerh:outs @ pol. 1, de 
altitudo prudeatie ! 0 altieudapluicntie! 0 denorande' contig. Hide 


welie grande inuentum* Ecce verborum contumelia paricidij 
lenanit 4rummnan. | 
O the profound wiſdome! O the bottomleſſe pati- 
ence! O: what an invention it 1s toſwallow onermiſe 
chiefe , and'endure another! Dauid made (as it were} a 
layſter of the reproachs of Semei, for the wound which 
Fi. parricide Sonne, had fxed cuen 1n his hart. If great 
men gouerne thus, and you ſo much loue greatneſle; 
why doyownot rather imitate them, then play the ſilly 
mouſe; ſeeking to bire that , which toucheth you; and 
drenching your ſelues every tyme in a-glaſſe of water, 
engulfe your felfe with ſadneile in the leaſt petty 1nju- 
ry ? The ſecond thing , 15 alwayes'to have ari/affured 
retreate in your hart, and in the {weetneſſe ofa good 
' conſcience. When a diſgrace ſhall happe to you, you are 
like an ynfeathered bird, ſhamtaſt,and deieted, wher- 
forein as muchas you haue* belicued? with confidence 
thar all theſe loues of fortunz, were yours;you are ikea 
' Tack-daw trimmed vp with the feathes of many birds 
you haue moſt imprudently thought in your hart , that 
all theſe garntſhments were of your owne body,& haue 
negle&ed to maketrue, and natura]l' wings'for: your 
ſelfe, when as birds begin to pecke, and beare their fea- 
thers for flight , ſome heere, ſome there , you haue dif- 
couered your1gnominious nakedneiſe ; & had you pre- 
ſcrued the plumage;which naturepreſented to you, = 
GC 2 a 


204 The Holy Conrt, TLib. x: 
had taken a ſtrong, and confident flight euen to the. 
Temple of repoſe, not caring for theſe horowed fea- 
thers, norall theſe filly irikings of theſe fluttering, and 
yaruly birds. | 

What a goodly Theater, is a good conſcience ? and 
what a beautyfull A4rſenallis it, to hauefbill the armes. 
of yertue in areadyneſſe? A good man-goeth out of for- 
rains fauours, andallthis ſpecous trayne of fortune, 
ituſt,as afayre 1ewell ſhould be drawne out of a caſe; 
true 1t is the caſe thereof may ſeeme rich,and well ador- 
ned with meane and f{ightembroderyes , but it ſelfe is 
farre more reſplendent, then all that oftent. Our eyes do 
not penetrate {ufficiently through thistrimneſſe of the 
worlds greatneſſe; I is a golden-yeyle , which.might as 
well couer ſnow, as. cole; as ſoone as.this.cafe.is raken 
away,theradiance of this Iewell, 15 beheld-in the, dayes 
doiglnnaltcefelgraly ſhining with the rayes of a.con- 


ſtant equality ofſpirit., of an inuincible patience, and 
with an ineſtimable-meekeneſle of hart towards all the 
world.Happy night of —_— thou haſt notdarkened 


this fayre ſtarre, but rather madeit appeare ſuchas ic 
Was » 

Oneof thegreateſt Wits , thateuer was vnder hea- 

Anton. 1, wen, the Emperour Artorinus, in the fourth booke , 

4-de vies which he: wrote of his owne life, fo much commendeth 

{nas this retyrement;, which-a wiſeman maketh within him- 

ſelfe, ma he aſſureth-ys , that 1n all the Pallaces , Gar- 

dens, Orchards,delicacies of all the Kings of the world, 

there is nothing ſo.delightFull, as the houſe of a good 

conſcience; there it 15, that man 1s inuolued in his fietle 

ſhell, and retyring himſeltc out of the ſalt waters, liueth 

with the dew of heauen ; there- it is, that the ſoule, 

which: was wholy {catcered in lo ouerwhelming a.mu lr 

f ; trends: 
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titude of affayres, foldeth it ſelfe within it ſelfe; there ic 
is, that it beginneth to ſucke in, his owne (ap there it 
is, that it accommodateth, and prepareth her ha » AS 4 
buſy Bee , & endeauoureth to gather her hony ;there it 
15 , that ſhe entreth into a new world , an intellioible 
world, a peaceable world , a world ſmiling with - _ 
ſerenity of ayre and flaſhing lights : 1b; aerw liquid ſere- 
natemperies , per ſudum igneo colore rutilans , as laith Saint 
Cyprian ; Thereit is, that we paſſe zato the Society of ſo 
many eminent, and admirable.-pexfonages , who haue 
flouriihed in the memory of all ages, doing all the good 
they could, and receyuing ill from the vngratefull with 
a pleaſing countenance, no more troubling themſclues, 
then doth the Sunne to behold the clowdes , which he 
hath drawne out of the mire and fenns.of the earth, to 
make him a (carffe off. He knoweth., he ſhall ener haue 
the vpper hand, and that they may take from him the 
aſpe& of mortall eyes, but cannot depriue him of his 
ownelight. 

It is 1nthis Temple of Repoſe , where we behold all 
the Saints, as Eagles in a ſtorme, ſurcharged with ſuffe= 
rings, but made 1nuincible with.the armes of patience .. 
We behold one afflited-in-the Joſſe of his goods , ano- 
ther in the death of his kindred , another 1n his owne 
body, another in his reputation, another in alt, whom: 
tribulation tormenteth.1in all his members. All that is 
mortall ſhrinketh ynder iniuryes; but all theſe arrows: 
gonofurther then tothe ſuperhcies of the skinne, and: 
touch not the conſtancy of a.well compaſed'mind, who 
ſecth them. all to fall vnder his feete.O.what greatneſſe? 
O what felicity ! Certayne: ambitious Kings , haug 
ſought ch2 way to built an heauc on carth,as Sepor King 
of Pcrſir, who cauſed a pallace to be built , like torahea- 
Ce 3, UE. 
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uen,which had the garniſhment of a Sunne,of a Moone 
andtarres artificially counterfaited; he alfo-made be- 
low , raine topowef downe, thewindes to' blow, tem«: 
peſts-to rage, he1n this celeſtialFthrone beheld radiant 

eames abour his head , & all this noyſe, and clamour 
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ynder his feete. - 


- - Thatwhich this Monarch bath dbhe for: meere vanity 


you niay put _——_— by a moſt ſolid Verity. You 
may for the preſent tth. the exerciſe of prayer , the 
grace of SacramentsZÞ*generous contempt of all that 
which is without y6u-, rayſe a heanenly Temple of re- 
7m and tranquillity , where you ſhall not Gave the 
:tings of calumny, nor the mutations of the world. 
A Pagan in the burning ruins of his Citty,vnſhea- 
thed ſwords , bloud, and maſſacres, when the Temples 
fell vpon:their gods, and all was in confuſion , could 
ſay : Erepſi e ruinis domus, & incendijs vndiq; relucentibiu, 
per flammas', per ſarcuinem fugi ; filias meas quis caſus ha= 
beat, an peior publico neſcio ; ſolus, & ſenior , & ho#tilia circa 
ame omnia videns ; habco _ mei habnt , quis nil quic= 
quam meu , niſt ne, puto. chold me eſcaped from the 
ruins of my houle , from the fyres, which ſhined on all 
fides , I haue found my way through bloud , & flames J 
I know not whatis bccomeof my daughters, perhaps 
there is ſomewhat worſe pur vponthe, then the ſword, 
or fyre; behold mealone, diſpoyled of all my goods, & 
now become old,all hoſtilityes raging round about me. 
Hap what hap may, Thold , whatſocuerI at any time 
pram for Incuer eſteemed any thing mine owne, 
Mut my ſelfe. Demand of rich men, where their poſſeMM- 
ons are ? Of the voluptuous, where theyr loues? Of the 
Vſurers ,where theyr accounts? Of the ambitious, wher 
theyr Court ? All that is loſt for them , becauſe they 
thought 
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hrir their owne , becauſe they preſently ſought iz 
in the aſhes of theyr towne: As for my felfe I will- find 
all my poſſeſons , and al my delights in.the peace of 
of my hart. . + | | 210142 4 
An Infidel], toſay-; and do all that, yet we after 
ſo many precepts of the eternall wiſdome, ſo many ſer- 
mons , ſo many exhortations,, fomany ſupports,ſo ma- 
ny helpes, ſo many examples, ſo'many promiſes, fo ma- 
ny recompences, ſo many obligations, and ſo many 
neceſfityes,which force ys therunto , ſtillto be curious, 
and not to be able to tollerate one filly diſgrace; may we 
not wellſay, we hauegreat need of affh&tions, which 
mightalitleinſtru vs tro1mitate theliues of ſaints?For 
1 15 vndoubted , we putrify with long proſperityes, as 
in adead fea , which produceth nothing. It is neceſſa- 
ry that God ſtrike, and then as Tonathas, we ſhall open 
oureyes , andſuck in hony from the end of his rod, 
when inthe chaſticement of a father ,we ſhall find the 
conſolation of true children. 


—_— —___. 
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ſeemeth' not willingto make of the reſt of this whole 
Vaiuerſe, but one Element of fire. 

: Aſmodcw at this tyme tryumpheth, & boaſteth his 
Chariots couered with laurell , to the weeping eyes of 
Chaſtity : his horſes curuetr, and bound without bridle, 
and with vnſpeakable inſolence , he dayly tranſporteth 
an infinite number of ſoules to Hell. It you delice to 
know. the Equipage of his deteſtable Ghariot, S. Ber- 
zard will tell it you, & you1n his diſcourſe may obſcrue 
the cauſes , which produce, and cheriſh Zuxary, thac 
you may thereafter apply profitable , and conuenient 
, Temedyes. 

The Chariot of © A/prodens, is a chariot of fire, from 
whence on all ſides fly the ſparkles of concupiſcence, 
to enflame vnchaſt harts. This is not a common fire , 
but a fire enkindled with the flames of hell, the very i- 
mage of that, which deuoureth damned ſoules, cealleſly 
burning without diminution, and giuing nouriſhment 
to. his ardours , with its proper domages . The firſt 
wheele of the Chariot ſayth this great Saint , is called 
Gourmandize ; the ſecond Titillation of the fleſh; the third 
Exceſſe in apparel; the fourth 1dlencſſe, which vndoubted- 
ly are the foure vices, that ſerueas principall inftrumets 
to this loathſome Dauell, and very well are tearmed the 
wheeles of his chariot. It is ſayd , the Chariot of warre 
is mooued with two armes, oneof Iron, and the other 
of Siluer; but this of Aſmrodexs rowleth ynder the armes 


of Ceres, and Bacchus. 
Gomrmandize is attended by the wanton plea ures of 
the body: theſe pleaſures then , which ſhould be ſifeled 
with hayre ſhirts, and ſackloth,are inuolued inlinnen , 
and Scarlet; inſteed of readily ſhaking off thoſe ſparkles, 
they are fomented,, and waſted inlazy , and idle life. 


Bo: 


 Olffadle,” IX. *T Aſmodens; 209 
Behold [how ſinnepaſſeth along. To this Chariot, horſes 
and Cqach- man are neceſlary . S. Ber2rd only placerh 
but two, whereof one is called Profperity;the other A-/ 
boundance.'From this tyme forward' Aſmodens is he- 
come a much greater Lord, he augmenteth his trayne , 
harnefling alſo two other horſes , wherof the oneis cal- 
led Liberty,and the other Impudence.Profperity alwais . 
ſmiling , doth nothing , but dayly breath out ; and' eya«' 
porate new delights . Aboundance ſupplyeth him, with 
all, which is ne<dfull for the entertainment of this raue- 
nous beaſt, although ſhe cannot discharge all. the ex- 
pences thereof, ſo inſatiable ſhe is . The liberty of enter= 
taynments, and conuerſations, ceafeth not perpetually 
to blow the fire. If there be any ſhred of the yeyleof 
. ſhamefaſtneſle,as yet hanging aboutthebrowes; Impu- 
dence teareth'it away, al this equipage, isleada long F 
by a wicked Coach man, which is called theForgetfuls - 
nelle of Gad:De; immemoratio animariins inguinatio :Then' Sap. 4 
good leaſure is had, to runne with Gt ſpeed into'the 
bortomleſfie Abyſſe. a bl on 
| Certayne braue ſpirits of the world, purſuing {as it 
were ) this way of S. Bernard, to figure out a ſpirituall 
thin 5:0 corporall repreſentatiss, haue built the pallace 
of this falſs lou; the plague, & frenzy of the ſoule, with” 
admirable art. This pallace1s all framed on hopes - The 
ſtayres ate of Ice,made in ſuch maner, that he that moſt 
aſcendeth moſt deſcendeth ; the halls:, chambers, and 
wardrobes, are all furnijhed, & hanged with idlenefle , 
dreames, deſires ,inconſtancyes ; the Seates, & Chayros 
are made of falſe contentments. He hath affli&ion,tor- 
ment, and fraud for Enginers, vncertainty, feare , falſe 
opinion , & diſtruſtfor fi Guard All this court is com- 


poſed of hartleſſe, ſoft, and effeminate men,which are, 
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and are not. H1s Chancellour, Surmiſe; his Counſellors. 
lyiag., & deceyt.; the Steward of his houſhold, Suſpiti- 
arr; his yiands apparences ; his drinke, forgerfulneſſe ; 
his chamber-waiters, laughter , and babble ; His mu. 
licke, ighes,; delpayres, and reuenges . | 
Da younct hold a braue Prince But without amu- 
Gaggurielues with all theſe 1nuentions of the brayne, I 
fay,thggieatet hindrance, which may be imagined , to. 
Cecludeourfelues from the happy.accelle tolifeeternal, 
is, to relighe our hart as a prey, into the power of this 
brutiſh-paſlion. Thereaſonis moſt euident, becauſe it is 
atrue-marke af reprpbation, and weſce by experience , 
th: ſoulcs-which addict themieclues to the finne of the 
fchh', not more by frailty, but as it were by profeſſion, 
become wholy carnall, ſtupide, beaſtly , and ordinarily 
paſls out -f this life through the gate of ſome notable 
{after 1 will heere produce two, or threecaules of the: 
vndonbted condemnation of this ſinne, which ſeeme to 
me very powerfull, to imprint in the hartof man a per- 
_—_— damnation(as it were) witha branding-Iron of 
re - © n vey Silo an cy ——; ih; : X 
The firſt js,that it is iniurious to the Incarnation of 
of the Sonne' of God. Conſider well-whatI ſay. This. 
miyſRery of the Incarnation, wherewith God put on our 
weakneſſe , tooke i ſzruike flzh, made himſzlte our bro- 
ther, tranſplanted our nature,from a barren, and curſed 
ſoyle,into the.delicious habitation of the Diuinity,is ſo 
great ;:{o maicſtical}, fo marueylous , that it enforceth. 
blong9/; and admiration 1n the foure quarters of the 
warld., adoration 1a Thrones, trembling in the Sera- 
phims, bowing inthe heauens, darkeneſſe, rerrour,and 
amazcdnelle.jn alt mature. Now, this myſtery being as 
36, allie's height, greatnelle, latitude, inexplicable. 
Las b cd : pro. 


Obſtacle'T'X. CH 05 [4ſmodells, ; nr 
profu ndity , is perſonally betrayed, and diſkengured by. 
of the finne of the fielh : Wherefore ? Becauſe ,- as 
Saint Paal fayth,, other linnes: make their ſallyes out 
of the body , but this repoleth , and ſubfſteth inthe bou 
dy,in the fond ſpecificall nature, whichGod fo purfjant- 
ly ; and highly hath exalted , that he therein hath conti- 
ned his whole power, and greatneſſe , not being ableto .. P 
create any thing greater then Man, God. Quo aitius care Ls. + a: 
nem attolleret, non habuit . T9 EIESTS Ho 
Indge, what a facriledgeitis, todoea perſonall af- 
front , to the moſt immaculate, and moſt virginall fleſh 
of IE S V'S, fitting. on the right hand of his Fatber E- 
temnail; in the habilhments of glory ;.ahd;yeticarnall 
:mpurity. would if ſhe might, carythither the effects. of 
h.r malice: Parce in te Chriito, coenoſce in te Chriftum. Bes Aug. de 
fore theincarnation of the Sonne of Cod ,' the hnnes of Y75. pos 
the fit; were limply.linnes, but after this ineffable ys Se juets 
mon of thediuine nature which the humane'; they: be- 
came mon#iters ; And you lee kewiſe, that the holy Ca- 
*:0ns do call ſome with his word, as Monſirur D'@rleans, 
hach moſtlearnedly obſerued.,, , + opny x 51 
''': The ſecond realon,, which much augmenterhthe 
enormity of this ſacriledge, is, that not only.it debaſeth 
ia nature, which God hath exalted-cuen to God , but it 
engulfeth 111 an adion ſordide, blockih, bruttlh, repu- _ 
ted {o'vriworthiy; that the Scriptutediidayneth toname FPipb.be- 
it . $4it Ephiphanima, learching ob the;cauſe; whythebo- 4 "0" 
ly text maketh no mention of the Genealopgy-of cMel- 
-chiſedech ; bs myers reaſon.drawne out of the Hebroves, 
'who:afirme this eminent' man; to be-borne:of vnchaſt 
- parents:, a5arofe fromthornes, and'the Scripture vſeth., - .- 
not to name {ach men,in.geteſtation of their Kane: And 
verily youlee the practife heerof. 
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In Genefit , Noe abſtayned from naming of Cham, 
thought were tocurſe him; it ſeemeth this name of a 
Sonne , marked out by theſedeportments of filthy-lin, 
would defile the maledicion it ſelfe , if it had been pro- 
nounced . For theſame reaſon, the tribe of Sizzeox 15 not 
| numbred , when queſtion is made of blefling the Pacri- 

Num. us 6 arches in Deuteronomy, becauſe from this line, was 11ſu- 
edithis wicked Prince, whoftinned with the Madianite , 

Matth.t, In the new Teſtament, in the Genealogy of the Sonne 
o& God, Berſaba 1s not called by her owne name, but 
Is-14-20 by that, of her husband , ea que fruit Vrie. Magdalen in 
the tyme of her {inne , hath no other name, but of a fin- 

ner. It{eemeth 1/ay;, hath iuſtly propheſied of ſuch vo- 
luptuous people, no vocabitur in eternum ſemen priſime= 

Tum. | 

| Some other Interpreters ſubtilizing this paſſage of 

"the P/alme 48. Iniquitas calcanti circumdabit megiay; Lyxu» 

ry was called the == of the Heele , which was not i1m= 

proper :yet not for thatreaſon ; which ſome ( un my 0+ 
pinion) haue without ground invented,affirming there 

15 a veyne, which anſwereth to che heels, thar ferueth 

as'a fiery march ; &'an incentiuetoluſt:bur becauſe this 

finne is low, and debaſed amongſt other vices , as.the 

heele vnder other parts of the body, andinreſpetitis 

tyed to the heeles, whichis to ſay, that leauin kink, & 
eleuated obiets, which only are worthy of * loue of 

men,as vertiies & graces are, it applyeth it ſelfe to baſe- 

neſſe, and beggery. 

Ic is a dunghill couered with ſnow ; a beauty , paſſing 

away like a | <p. 5 & which hath noother character 

Indich x6; of it's merit, but the tudgmet of a mad man. Sothe pan- 
| ' tables of Iudith, bewitched the eyes of Holofernes. This 
Lady was beautifull as a ſtar, & adorned as.a Temple,yet 
fk © note 
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notwithſtanding this blind louer ſuffered him(ſelfe to be 
ſurprized with the heeles of a woman ( Sandalia ra 
runt oculos einsgywithourt any other contideration, to hw 
that luſt is baſe in all ir's obieRs, and pretences. Behold 
why ſome ſage Hebreves haue written, that certayne in- 
fernall ſpirits remembring themſeclues of theyr auncient 
Nobility,abhorre to tempt men with the finne of luxury, 
as a thing vnworthy theyr thought and induſtry,giuin 
this commiſſion to ſome other more groſfſe Djue;s , an 
more terreſtriall. Alas; what ſhall we By. we go about 
to plant ypon the forhead of nature, honoured with the 
HypoZaticall vnion of the word, a finne, which maketh 
euen the Deuils themſelues to be aſhamed? May we not 
well ſay,if there be a marke in the world, which plainly 
4diſcouereth a reprobate ſoule, it is this; ſeing itis ſo im- 
pudently oppoſed to the venerable myſtery of mans Re- * 
demprion?  —- | . * 
© . The third reaſon, which maketh vs belieue; this diſ- 
honeſt finne hath great alliance with hell , is , that it-ca- 
ryeth allready the markes thereof in this world: what 
are thy? Darkneſſe, Fire, Stench, the Worme, Diſorder: 
behold the principalllineryes of hell, all whuchare tobe. 
found in the finne of luxury. Darkneſſe ; becauſe it ma- 
keth the ſpirits, darke, groſfe, clowded wnth blacke ya« 
pours'of folly ,which exringuiſhall the: radiice of indg+ 
ment; andyery aptly ir1s fayd of thoſe infamous: fires 

brandes, who ſolicited the chaſt Suſanxa : Declinauernnt 


oculos ſuos, ne viderent ſolem. S. Hierome hath-very well Daniel, uy; 


zelithed this pafſage of Seneca: Amor inſania proximmw, 


Ifedam, + mini: conneniens animo ſoſpiti vitium , turbat Cw | 
conſilia, omnibus inmilis,ipſi nowiſcimum Amort facit Lous, |, 


and fo'ly go hand in hand it is a-paſſion , which neuer 
lodgethatthe figne of healthzit tuxneth che ſpiritvp fide 
Dd ; downe, 
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.downe,it maketh man brutiſh,vnprofitableto all,and in 
theend,to loueitlelfe . \a1v7 2. 
Fyre; allthaſeinfortunatelivers ſpeake of nothing 
elſe, but of theyr flames ; they are allwayes in fyce like 
the Salamander; they perpetually haue the mount Actng 
ypon theyr ſhoulders; one of them ſayth, he will do no- 
. thing, but couch a Forreſt with his finger , thereby to 
burne,and wholy waſt it ; 
| Si digito attizero incendaw ſunam fimnl omnen . 
And verily , it is a hell-fyre, which hath glutonny for 
fewell pride for flame, vncleane wordes for fparkles,in- 
famy.for {moke,ordute for aſhes, hell for center,as ſayth 
Sams HieromeL . 

Noyſomneſſe,& diſhoneſty are inſeparable compa- 
nions of the finne of the fleſh. The voluptuous cannot 
endure theyrlike,and when palſlion hath caſt his fyre, 
they are troubleſome and infupportable to themlelues. 
Which well is witreſſed by the many naſty and ſhame- 
full-diſeates , which never had beene knowne in the 
world, if they had nat entred by the gate of this -infa- 
mgius. Senſuality;7 © on oh Tone 6 
- 4: Therworme; This finne 15 no ſooner. committed, 
butit hath his executioner atiending thereon, 1t hath 
the worme ob damnation, which diuerh , and penetra- 
teth cuen 1nto the bottaine of the hart'of him thatcom- 
witteth jt,and then eſpecially, when he ftindeth ( as yet) 
ſome. reliques remayning in his'foule, of a good con- 
. ſcience, the remorſe to haue loſt theincomparable erea- 
ſure of purity perplexcth 1t perpetually: Appetite foryt- 
cations anxietaseft,ſatictas peniientia- Goncupi 
wicked loue is anxiety it ſelfe, and euer 1n 1t's ſatiety, 
it finds repentance. by 
Diſorder; You may as well tell the leaues on the 

USES, 
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ecees,the fandes of the ſea, and the ſtarres in thesky, as 
ro number the diſorders, which have vomited, and ſtill | 
ouerflow ypoa rhe face of the earth, by meanes of the | 
finne of luxury. If there be poyſon to bz, difſalued , loue | 
mingleth it; If fwords to be forged, and fyled, co traaſ- [| 
fixe the (ides of innocent creature; loue hammereth, 
and poltheth them in His ſhop; 1f there bz halters to bg 
faſtned wherewith to choke , loue weaueth , and tyeth 
them ; If there be precipices, lous prepareth them; If 
there be maſſacres, lone makes them;zif you go about to 
fiad litle embryons, euen in theyr mathers wombe, to 
bereaus them of the life, which they haue nat as yet ta« 
ſted loue is the author, and aRor of theſe abhominable 
councels.All the miſchieife, and crimes which haue in 
former ages been? perpetrated, loue hath done them,8& 
daily inu-nteth them. | 
| Ithath from all tymes puſhed, and ſhouldred good- -- - * * 
order out of the world; Ic hath beene the Bur, and ayme © * 
of all the veng-ancesof God ; It hath beene ſtrooken | 
with fyre, =, brimftone from heauen , ſwallowed in - 
thz entrayles of theearth, drenched in the waters of a 
generail celuge : Yet it eicapeth, yet it perpetually ar- 
meth, yet:t wallowethit ſelte. in bloud , and ſlaughter, 
yet it holdeth the ſword of wiſtice euer perpendicular 
ouer his head;and in concluſion it 15 eſtzemed , but as a 
ſport. Is nor all this of power ſufficient, to make it be- 
lieued that this filthy vice, is an infallible marke of re- 
probation?Fly, O Noble men |this fleſhly peſtilence of 
mankind, and neuer.fuffer it to.exerciſe it's tyranny 
ouer hartes conſecrated by the pretious. bloud of the 
Eambe.Al confiſterb.in flying farce from th2 occaſons 
thzreof. If you loue daunger,you ſhall periſh therein: If 
you had.the beſt intentions, which did ever, hug.3n, he... 
; arts 
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hartes of Sajntes,yet if you ſeeke out occaſions of doing 
Hl,rhey become crooked and diſtracted . 
| Nature, being as now1t 15 corrupted, the ignorance 
of yice better ferues our turne , then all the precepts of 
vertue,our affections attend on our hapdetine, che ab- 
ſence of obieRs, maketh vs to forget all our moſt enfla- 
med defyres , tolwein luſt,and idleneſſe , to haue your 
eyes alwaies in purſuit, ynchaſt bookes in your handes, 
to heare Comedyes , and impure ſtage-playes, to haue 
gluttonous diſcourſein your mouth, ro frequent Buf- 
fons,and looſe liuers, to conuerſe familiarly with wo- 
men; theſe are not the inſtruments of chaſtity zit1s ra- 
ther to put oyle into the flame, and then to complayne 
of much heate. Perrarch in his bookes againſt vanity, 
veth remedy to the woundes,which might haue beene 
inflicted in the time of his loues. Occupatio,Cy labor,ch in- 
_ _ emtior habitus, & vittus aſpcrior, ſeceſſus , ing, Vt: alt- 
ramed,. Juidinzis intentio; ad he: teſtis charus,g3 verendus, frequens 
| admonitio, dulces mine, & ſi quanaoves exigat,aſpere. Loue 
creepeth into idlenefle; handle the matter fo, thatitall- 
wayes may find you buſyed: Loue is pleaſeth with cu- 
riofity of attyre , giue him hayre-clath: He 1s entertay- 
ned with feaſtes , ſubdew him with auſterity : He will 
difſolue vpon ſome obieR, ſcatter, and confound him: 
He laboureth to find out alooſe , and vnbridled ſpirit, 
held yours extended vpon ſome good affaire: Herequi- 
reth liberty, private places, night, darknefle, let him 
haue witneſſes, and I1ghten him on eucry fide: He will 
be gouerned by fantaſy ,keepe him duryfull,both by ad- 
monitions,and menaces . | 
 SaintCyprianfound nothing more powerfull to co- 
uera temptation of diſhoneſt witoneſle, then to turne 
ths other fide of the medayle; and as this finne _ two 
T7 faces 
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Faces, not to ſtay vpon that, wkichlooketh amiable, 8 
attretiuetd deceyue vs3burtobchold chat, which vn- 
der the blacke yeyle ſheweth it ſelfe to be penſiue, ſad, 

:hametfaſt , deſperate , and full of confuhon : CAnte bou- 
tos obuerſetur dformis, atque dejeeins peccati pudor, nihil cor- 

pori liceat, vbi vitandum ei corporis vitium- Cogitetur quam 
7 ii ſ#t wiciſſe dedecus,quam inhoneſtum vittum ſic a de = 

Acore « | 

_  The.great PicwMirapdulaſayd , the greateſt num - 
ber yielded to tempration, becauſethey neuer taſted che 
{weetnefle of glory , which is drawne from the yeaory 

. ouer a {1nne.. Aboueall, itis behoofull, to vie the aduile 

of a wiſe Arabian, who repreſented to himſelfe perpe- 
tually ouer his head, an Eye-whichenlightned him , an 

: Ears which heard him , a Hand which meaſured our all 

his deportments , & demeanoures. The exerciſe of the 

. prefence of God, ioyned with prayer, frequentation of 
Sacraments, often anuocation of the Morher of parity , 

,and the Angells; Guardians of Chaſtity;, dayly blunt 
a thouſand , and a thouſand arrowes ſhot agaynit che 
hacts of braug, and yndaunted Chriſtian Champions. 
., ., Ad hzreuntos;that it is good to liue in a ceaſelefiedi- 
ſtruſt of ons ſelf, which'is S mother of-ſafery;that ygu 
. may notfall into the fire ,it15. good to auoyd thee imoke, 
not to truſt ones ſelfe engworn | to thoſe perty daliances, 
which vnder pretext of innocency , ſtealein with the 
more, liberty .: Mother of pearles produce ſomerymes 
windy. bunches, for, true, and natiuepearles;and the 
. Will, through complacence of paſſion 11 diſgeſted, in- 
ſeed of good loue bringerh forth filly abortions of ami- 

\tyes, which are nothing, but puftes, and wild fantaſyes, 

yet ſuch 25, may. norwithſtanding diſpoſe, an. empty 
oule to ſome liniſter affection. | 
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© Obflacle X, Comus, orGluttony ; 


7 HE world was (as yet) in her Cradle, and 
Man was no more then borne , when' God, 
- SCE making a Pallace of 1uſtice of terreſtrial Pa- 
AQZFQh radile, pronounced agaynſt him the ſentence 
of labour, and payne, and afterward he wrote for him, 
a with his finger, in the ſweate of his brow : 1» ſudore 
J« 29s Rk a. 

: oultns tai veſceris pant « 

- Noble men perpetually appeale from this ſentence, 
as if they were-not men; 1t ſeemeth labour is not for 
them . That nature holdethito the chayne, and ſweat, 

' thofe'groſler bodyes, whichare moulded of the clay of 

' Adam, they haue (forſooth) bodyes compoled of (1 
- know not what) kind of ſtarry matter, which neuer 

- muſt ſweat, nor labour, butin a daunce: what a folly, 
it is ? 0ught'not he to. be diſſolued into ſweat , fince he'1s 

to be redhead into aſhes? He cannot free himſelfe from 

' the ſentence of death , and why ſhall he declinepaynes 
taking ? ſeing it proceeded from one & the ſame mouth 
'1n the ſame tyme , and vypon one, and theſams ſubieR ? 
Bur behold the reaſon :Tr'is toſatisfy'the ſentence of Ta- 

: bour, tharſuretyes are found: The houſes of richmen 
are filled with officers, andſeruants, which take paynes 

_ "in their fields, which prune their vines , which carry 
corneto the-mill , who goe;, enen into the Ocean to fith 
-for habits, 'and attyres for them/,and moſt rymes lite 
within 4. fingers of death, to-giue them meanes to flow 

' tn delicacyes. Oaly death it 1s, that taketh no ſurety : 

- Pherfore man dyeth in his owne-perſon, and14bourech 
by deputy: If.deach would & little gine way ,nogreat 


mart 


| 


| 
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man would dye , but.by Attorney. BITE TEA 

Ouralas! Orhen Tuſtice of God; how equally doſt: 
thou ſtill hold the ballance! They that would not heere: 
labour, as men,you make them take payne like infeenall 
ſpirits , you diffolue the ſweat of poore Payfants inthe; 
conſolation of theyr ſoules, and you ſeaſon the deligh- 
tes of rich men, with cate, mcluachebytatear jeokink 
enuy,anxiety,terrors, and remorſe , which are able to 
make them ſweat bloud. Were there no other prooffe,: 
_ this manifeſtly inough declareth to vs, how odious this. 

curioſity of great men is tothe diuine maieſty, and how- 
puniſhable, tince his owne delights are chaunged into 
chaſtiſements: YE notwithſtanding , I will produce. 
ſome reaſons, that the ynworthyneile of this wicked 
exceſle may-punQually be touched 'with the anger, | 
_ now a dayes ouerfloweth the whole-face of the . 
earth. | 

- - Firſt Tay, it is extremely ynreaſonable, to be deſy- 
rous to liue in the world with reaſon, againſt all reaſon; / 
to endeuour to put a reaſonable creature into a condi- : 
tion of life, where it of neceflity muſt belye the law of. 
God, and it's proper nature. O Noble men, God:would ' 
that you enter into the world,like other men, as into a 
vale of tezres,and you will arriue there, as in a garden 
of delicacyes. He would that you come thither, as to 
the mines todig zand you haſten thither asroa dictng- 
houſe to play ho would, that you make paſlage into 
ſeruile fleſh to attend, and you willtaigne; Is nor this a 
ſinne agaynſt nature? Nemo impune naſcitur , omnis vita 
ſuppliciume#. To come into the world, 15 tocomevpon 
a Croſſe; tobe man is,to ſtretch out the hands & feer; to - 
be Crucified ; The firſt bed that an infant maketh come 
ming from his Mothers belly, 15 on the Croſſe; He 15 a8. 
"Si, Ec 32. '. ſoong 


220 The. Holy" Court, f Lib; v; - 
ſoone in the croſle,, as in nature, and ſuffereth this pu-. 
niſhment, for no other caulc , but for that heis borne a 
man. ' 
The Emperours of - Conſtantinople had in. their 
llacea ſecret caamber ,,which they called, The Purple, 
1n which the Emprefles. for a ceremonious formality 
were brought'to bed, and delivered, thinking by this 
meanes to-aboliſh-the acerbityes , which are as it were. 
atfixed,to our condition: But theſe petty Porphyrogenites 
(.lo theſe children-of Emperours were called, becaule 
they were borne in Scarlet) were notwithſtading borne. 
with the Croſle, and {gluted life as others, with teares 
& groanes: Proccl/as mundi qu4s-inzreditnr , ftatims [uo plo- 
ratu, & gemitu rudis anima teHtatur . The Children of 
Kings come into the world , through this gate of miſe- 
ryes they are borne , as with a Diademe on their fore- 
heads,and yet fayle not to be little oitznders of nature, 


It is accounted -a goodly-thing to giue them gilded 
cradies, and ſilken ſwathing bandes; 1t 15 good to a= 
dorne. them wath Chayn?s, but not to breake them 
they areas well _— in them, as heeretofore the pri- 


ſoners in-1zdja , who rotted in pouerty, and. calamity, , 
euen in golden:chaynes. ' 

It is a decree of Almighty God (O Great ones ) that 
you muſt be borne with the Croſſe on your backe, and 
you will cancell it; 1f this yet might. be praiſed wath- 
ſomereafonablecuaſion, & mediocrity, it would ſeeme 
more 'tollerable : but at this preſent this exceſſe 1s fo en- 
raged, that it will plant the Tropheyes of pride,and vo- 
luptaouſnzſſe:vpon thecalamityes of mankind . What: 
15scnor done vpon tables? what 1s notdonein apparell ? 
men cloarh, as if they ſhould al wayes liue; & cate, as 1f 


they ſhould euery day. dyg. 
INES Ve 


been 0 Braga 
or mr an Aultarto afalſe Deity,whith at this 


day with vnaſpeakable violence ſwayeth 1n the world! Tr 
is a brutiſh God (1f you deſire to know-him , for never" 
had he an ounce of brayne:: Ablind/God:; whshath n&* 
eyes to behold the miſeryes of theearch: A deafe'God',*' 
who hath noeares to heare the\complaints of th&affli.* 
ed : A truantly God, who hath no handstotakepains: ' 
An immoueable God , who hath no feet t6-trawelp on'” 
Aneffeminate God,who hath no hart to yndert\ktaiy' * 


2001, nor couragetoſutfer ill: Aglutonous God, who: 


gourmandizeth all: An vncleane'God , who poHureth - 
| all. This falſe God, according to the Apoſtle 1s the BEI- # 
ly.: Fuorum Deus venter eit, & eloriain copfuſne ipforith®* 


2x8 


His temple, fayth Teriu/lian,rs the Lungs 3 his Aulrar the pay, 3; 


paunch ; His Prieſt, the Cooke ; His Holy-Ghoſt*,- the 


ſmoke of meates ; His grace, the ſawces ; His prophely, ' 


that which may not ciwlly be ſpoken. Dems r3bs Venter Tertull 


et, & primo templum , & amualiculus altare , & Sacerdos 
Ccoquns , CF Spirits Sanctus nidor , & condiments chariſma= 
ta, & ruclus Prophetia vetus eft . | 


As hen his perſon 15 enormous, fo is he'no lefſe pro: - 
digious 1n his Tyranny: Itisa wonder to ſee, how he: 
hath his officers in euery place. For him warre is waged* 


againſt the ayre , and cloudes; Birds are diſneſtled from 
x Kinedome , which-nature hath allowed them : For 
him the Face of the:carth 15 turned into a ſhambles : for- 
him ſeas are ſounded; depths are plummeteJ;ſhipwrac- 
king ſtormes, &.direfull tempeſts are ferryed oner: man: 
willingly wouid'penetrate h2auen , and dejuecuen to 


h2y, to ind out new ſacrifices For this fli:ſhly, and'car- * 
nallGod;and himſelfe being aline; he is'made che ſepul-: - 


chzr of to many maſſacres, that it 15 a-miracle,how one: © 


mancanlue, whodaily-buryech ſo miny dead creatue-, 
res, 4nhis entrayles , Ee 3. | 


6luPſycbs 


.: ...hathlitle brayne, it would make a world o 
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- Allchis Hurcly-burly, which emptyeth the ayre; 
earth, and ſeas, is made for aſtomacke fower fingers. 
broad, for whom a litle bread, and water would ſuffice 
19 neceflity. and inſuperfluityrhe wholeworld is too 
litle to fatisfy .Weknownot what courſe, to take to find 
out new curivlityes for the pallare.. We lup vp Oyſters 
aliue; weſecke our muſhromes ; we will needs know 
what taſt hath. the fleſh of Torroyſes, and ſnayles ; Theſe 
poore litle creaturs had good cauſe ro-beliewe, that their . 
meanefſe would enfraunchize them: but fottiſh; & ſor- 
dide, glutonny drawetha tribute from allzandI1 rhinke 
theyr tait will ſhortly be taken, with ſerpents, and ra- 
uens., Let ys not onely accuſe the belly ; the eyes de- 
uoure more then it. They are delighted to behold fiſhes. 
roſwimae ina Sea of ſugar, to ſee forreſts, nets, hun- 
tings, birdes, wild beaſtes, houles, caſtles, feilds, armes 
.. of ſfugar;had licqurouſneſſe of taſt ſo much _m_ it - 

ſugar, and + 
then would .diſſolue it, to be allwayes ready to forme 
new at his pleaſure. The eares will hold.their part in this 
conſort, and .therefore they. muſt be tickled with the 
moſt exquiſite; My/iche , bothrof yoyce , and all ſortes of 
inſtruments, which ſerne as winges,and chariots to i1m- 
modeſty. Then come the Daurces of the Corybants , the 
friskes,capers, balets,courtings,liberties, impudencies, 
and all ſort of yoluptuous pleaſures, which make the 
body diſſolue into a froath of ordure. 

With what conſcience can a Chriſtian expe& Pa- 
radiſe, Jiuing in this manner? Doth he thinke that hell 
hath no flames , but for the rich glutton, mentioned 1n 
the Ghoſpell ; and that he purſuing the ſame wayes, - 
ſhall be freed from the like puniſhments ? Hell caſteth 
vpluchgoeplyhoone web euye lion colceoyes, 

I & ek GEN ( 


[I p—_ 


Eh oy 

Obſtade YT. , [.Exceſſe. —__ 224, 
that they may no otherwiſe liue, then in the immorta- 
lity of fyre, of the worme of canſcience;and darkneſſe. 


Dicunt in bonis dies ſuns, in pundits ad inferna deſcendu nts Iob, 81 13! 


= 
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Obftacle X 1. *' Excefle of appatell,” 


S concerning theexceſſcof apparel,one can« 
Re not ſay too much, fp great is this, ſupegfuiry, 
VE & ever ſhall the dilcourſe be ynproficable,ths 
ES = miſchiefe being lo confirmed and yncapable 
of remedy . Therein it is, that womendilplay all the 
vanity of theix ſexe,all the induſtry of their ſpirit, being 
curiaus , and inyentiue 1nongh in their; owne intereſts; 
'all the preſumption of their nature, which is. bur:too 
ambitious , and asſayth Tertullian., Totam circumferunt 
in iitis mulicritatem . 1 {peake not of thoſe , who atryre 
themſclues modeſtly ,dutifully,and (as ir,wers) neceſſa- 
-rily for comely ornament; I ſpeake of thoſe miſerable 
ſacrifices of vanity, who ſtudy nothing els,but to decke 
themſelues vp, beyond their condition , eſtate, and 
meanes , oftentymes with an ll intention, many tymes 
with the ſpoyles of the poore .Maskes of Hypocriſy, 
who-find no other employment 1n this life, but to. coun- 
terfeir ; no other deſire, but to ſceme, what they are. nor, 
For verily, if you ſhould ſe all their Jewels, and trinkets 
an one heape,you would ſay it were.ths pillage ofa Cits 
ty . Jt is an admirable thing, that one little carcafe,, 
ſhould dregge ſo greata trayne along with.it ; They goe 
or (fayth te Seripur ) as Temples.,, & certaus 
y cney are very uxe TRA, +RMpig5,or 
had a Cat,or R Fabra al 
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-/- Tsfi6t this a finne inexcuſable before Gol , to make 
"* the elements fweat , and hold totall-nature'in breath], to 
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couer a miferabl-nakedneſſe, whichis nothing els, bur 


2 meere (carre of ſinne?Is not this a greatilluſion to bol- 


ter out a Dunghill (which perhapps we muſt cary ts 


mqgrrow toa graue as ifitwere to deeredted ypon;Al- 
ters ? Oh, iniferable Creatures, what haue the wormes 
to do , which ſhall gnaw your bodyes , if your hayre be 
of three, or foure pariſhes , your eye-browes pulled 
ewith-leYepiricers, your eyes diſguiſed, your cheeks put 
ina vermillion tinture your ſtench drowned un muſe. 
Ky odours , your garments playted , bumbaſted , fooſe 
hanged, ſurcharged with pearles , pretious ſtones, and | 
chaines,toſerueas ſnares ro catch fome fofidred Touers? 
It is nbt the ſolide beauty of obies, which allureth yau, 
but a'meers opinion : becauſe ſuch a one hath it, you 
therfore needes muſt haue the like . If you were perfil 
ded , that the fat , or dung of a Crocodile were fit to 
whiter the $kin , rhen you muſt go euen to Nz/us for it. 
And tf one ſhotild”tell you , that'two flint ſtones of 
the Molnceas , would become your cares, and that al- 
ready ſuch; an{ſuchdid weare them, you would rather 
tizard' the*killing of your owne body , then depriie | 
yourlelfe of them ..' Y | 
 F6u ſlce the vnreaſonable, proceedin g of this ſuper- 
fluity . -But 1-fay much more; 1t1s cruell ; and inwrious 
to God , and his Church. What rocky hare, would not 
be oleft; atid Icy eyedrſoloed 1ftg teares,, if it did bend 
it{6feo behold the exorbitancy, of theſe wicked de- 
tights? Toſay, that z. parts of Chriſtendomeliued per- 
tray on-gall; and feares, wetedrenchedin a forſa- 
ket: tanſcrable: aid nectffitons life; were covered with 
bloud , and opprefions , whyleſt others glutted _ 
E5 elucs 
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ſelues in ſuperfluity of pallate, pleaſing curioſityes,cuen 
almoſt to burſting ,neuerdaigning only ſo much as to fer 
a foote on the ground, making their excrementious 
ſpictings to ſwimmein gold, beholding themſelues in 
* vayne glorious oftent of their brauery,always wan« 
tonizing, {till ſportiuely dallying : 2 qui opulenti eftis inn 
Sion , & confiditis in monte Samarie : Optimates , capita po= 


pulorum,ingredientes pompatice domum 1ſracl ; bibentes vi= Amos 6; 


num in phialis, & optimo vnguento deljbuti, & nihil paticban= 
tur ſuper contritione Toſeph . Woe, to the rich men of Sjoy, 
who put their truſt , and confidence in the mountayne 
of Sammaria .Wo to the great ones, who make boaſt in the 
houſe of 7ſrae/, who drinke delicate wine 1n their cel- 
lars, and liue inuolued in the moſt exquiſite perfumes , 
without euer caring for the affli&tions of the poore. 

I know the belly: hath no eares , but I know not 
what mouthit may haue, todefend it ſelfe at the iudge- 
ment of Almighty God, when the hunger of ſo many 
needy penurious wretches , conſumed with want be- 
fore your gate, ſhall accuſe you at the tribunall of this 
formidable Iudge. I know theſe Courtiers , want not 
prattle inough , but I cannot imagine, what they can 
anſwere before the iudgment of God, if the Angells 
come to drayne theſe inordinate habits to make bloud 
diſtill,and to ſpeake thoſe affrighting words of the Pro- 


= leremy : In alts tuts inuentus eft ſanguis pauperum . Be- dimen, us 


old the bloud, and life of poore men , which I haug 3+ 
found in the folds of thy garment. Iudge what Chriſti- 
anity , 8& what hope you may haue of future life, liuing 
in theſe delicacyes , ftroken with the thunders of ſo ma- 
ny maledi&ions ; Yea, if you adored a God crowned 
with Roſes , or Pearles , it would be a matter nothing 
ſtrange ; but to proſtrate ones felfe daily before the cru» 

| F f | cifixe, 
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cifixe , charged withnayles and thornes , you liuing in 
ſuch exceſle, and ſuperfluity in fleſh, difſolued in ſoft- 
neſſe , would not thatbe cruell? The Chriſtians of the 
primitive Church were ſcrupulous to beare Coronersof 
flowers on their heads , according to the Cuſtome of 
feaſts, remembring their Mayſter had caryed thornes 
& Clemens Alexandrinw 1udgeth , that to ſeeke out fuch 
Clem. A- effeminacy, is a meere mommery,& a manifeſt mocke- 
_—_ . dag. ry of the venerable paſſion of the Sonne of God, eorgvpzy 
-_—_— 16 e395 75 Kugiz dds. With what eyes can you behold this 
Crucifixe coygred with bloud , and woundes, holding 
it honourablEto beare flowers, rubyes, and diamonds, 
not for once, but to drench all your life , if it were 
polliblein the nice delicacyes of the fleſh ? 
How can one excuſeſucha manner of proceeding? 
By what marke would you be knowne for Chriſtians 
in the other world. The luuery of Chriftians,is patience, 
and very wellithoſe braue courages , which bred vs to 
the Church by their bloud, may beare for their armes, a. 
Hand , cleauing Mountaynes,, with fire and vineger, 
crowned with this deuiſe, Virtuti:nihil inutum., No pal- 
ſage is ſhut vp from verrue.Verily theſe valorous cham- 
pions ſparkliag with the lightning rayes of Charity, lif- 
ted vp their Chriſtian palmes inthe middeſt ofhazards, 
and forced heauen with a pious violence. Men were 
ſcene, who obtayned , as many Martyrdomes , as they 
endured torments, and who.ſuſſered more tortures , 
then they had members; their bodyes vnder the whetle: 
armed with ſharpe.Cyzers, ynder Iron bookes, vader 
burning pincers flew 1n pieces many times, were againe. 
"A gathered vp by che faychfull Chriſtians and euen then, 
$. arc. Patinto tombs, themſelues ſurutuing theirowne fune-, 
dos Talls : Remarabanturiniuce detenti , quorum memork pleni. 
eta I : erant 


chale-paradite , haue wandred 1n. wilderneſſe, ſtrays 
vp, and downe mountaynes, aud cauernes of the earth, 


elothed with goate-skannes & Camels-hayre, and you 
now-adayes haueno hart toany thing, bur tothe vains' 


glorious humor of brauery. Tell me not, thatin cafe of 
perſecution, you will be moft faythfull ro God : I wall 


ObWBadb\X1. + [ Bxreſk, 2h 

erintitumuli. Incas cſtate they clumbed vpon the ſharpe © 
rockes of this paynfull- way of heauen, transferring <li1-" 
ther/more woundes; then members : whavan{wereyou' 
ro this,you children of Sarnte:? your forefathers tpur- 


anſwere that, which Tertullianſayd: Times cernicem, nt Twiull, ds 
margaritarnmy 7 ſmarardorum lagueis cccupata,lorum ſpathe- cuicu fe- 
pon det. 1 feare this neck ſnared with wreaths, and ropes 7% 3+ 


of pearle, and emeralds ;1 feare the \word of perſecu- 
1101, can find no place there. 

Children of Saints , your Grandfathers haue heer- 
tofote patied ſomany Lents, lying vpon hard boards , 
eating rootes, liuingin infinite 3. ws , & now (for- 
footh) theleaſt faſt ſtriketh you downe; of what com- 
playne you ? For that you ſtill do ſwimme in ſugar; 
and: therefore' the Church is'too hard« to be ſerued 2 
A thoufand' diſpenſations. muſt be procured vnder 
falſe colours, and ſurreptions*, You canfiot faſt . you 
cannordothat, which you'neuer had's will to do? What 
s' ſhame 15 it (you children of Saints) your Fathers and 
Mothers -to-gayne Paradiſe , (if they liued ih riches, as 
you may do) haue put them: ynder their feet to ferue as 
ladder-ſtepps-to heauen , and you now adayes place 
them ouer your heads, to {inke your felueseuen into the 


-<Abyſſe. How would youthen, that one ſhould know , 


Iul, Fire 


qu n the other world? Erabeſcite( 0 miſeri ) ſuimmitatem, micus de 
aliter vos Deus fecit.. Cum cohors veiira ad indicantts Dei error. pro= 


Fiburalacceſſerit, a -_ deferetis, que Denz,quives 
: - 


ecit, 


anar,Re- 


lig, 
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fecit , agnoſeat . You ought to be aſhamed of the name , 
which you beare, of your Baptiſme, of your Profeſſion, 
ou thereunto affoarding fo little correſpondence. God 
fo made you for another end, & farre otherwiſe; you 
no longer retayne any marke , whereby you may be 
knowne. What are you todo? 

1» To belieue there is no Paradiſe for thofe, that wil 
liue in pleaſures , capitall enemyes of the Croſle of the 
Sonne of God. | 

2. If your Birth, haue ranked you 1n an eminent 

Nate, liue therein, and entertayne 1t, rather for a cer- 

tayne neceſſity of beſeeming comlyneſle, then for the 

Joue of concupiſcence. Liue therein , as the Bee on ho- 

ny, well obſeruing your winges be not entangled there- 
with , which is very hard to do . Nox fruitra in mellis co= 
oO» E - pla , pennas habet apicula , netlit enim herenten . 

; Make not vnneceſſary expences aboue- your 
meanes : what a ſhame it is dayly to behold frogges.de- 
firous to puffe themſclues vp, like bulls, euen till they 
burſt? No man can keepa mediocrity , man will extend 
his winges beyond his neaſt; his retinue, table, apparell, 
preſents, all i; exceſſe, what one powreth forth on one 
tide , muſt be ſpared onthe other ; To entertayne great 
profuſeneſſe ; great auarice is neceſſarily expedient , 
which cannot be maintayned, but by 9275. 5 APY by 
rapines , by iniuſtice , by oppreſſions, which abſolutely 
ſhut vp the gate of ſaluation. ; 

4- Beare euer about you in ſecret, ſome marke of 
mortification of IESVS CHRIST, as the Apoſtle 
appointeth ; c Aorrifi-ationem 1eſi in corpore veitro circum- 

ferentes : _—_ ſome incommodity in cloathing , 
drinking, cating, {]ceping, and the Jikezdiſdayne not to 
exerciſe your {clues in afts of humility, & loueaboue all 

| TO — 
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the viſis , and conſolation of the poore afflited, This: 


is it , will ſaue you. 


—_—_ 


—_ 


Obſtacle XIT. The vvheele of Ixion, 
or Ambition, & madde Auarice; - :/; 


D23# FTER fo many ſhelfes , after ſo many con; 

5 terbuffes, and perills , behold the Rocke of 
ſhipwracke Ambition , which'is a furious a- 
Sgez uarice,to beabletodoall, and to haue all: Ir 
3s an Ich, which great men beare vpon them from their 
mothers wombe, to ſtirre vp in them a perpetuall ſcrat- 
ching ; An Ich, the malignity whereof oftentymes tar- 
neth their braine,cuen to the making of heauen to bow 
ynder the rules of the earth. | 10h 

Amongſt = —_— queſtions.,, which the Angell 

ropoſed- to the Proph:t E/4ras , one was to wayegh the 
ig the other to wg ure = wind , the laſt ts embes —_— 
the veynes of the ©Moyſe - Ambition 15 a deuouring fires ;- : "+ 
who will peyzeit? Itis a wind, who will fathoment ? Te ; 
15an Atyſe, whocan be able to recouncthe ſources, & - 
iſſues thereof? A wiſeman fayth- very: well ; that the 
middle of the earth harh-been found , the depth of the 
| fea hath been ſounded, the height of the Riphean Hillt 
hath been meaſured, the remoteſt limmits of the hol- 
low cauernes of Cavcaſi haue been difcouered ; the 
head-fpring of Njlus hath noteſeaped; Only in the hart 
of man, we cannotfind thebaunds of the deſire bf com- 
maunding. | (4445-3 

This paſfion-is no longer a meane folly, it is arrt< 
ued $0 the haghtof Rage, theekilbiflogreaty its ns 
SAT Ff 2 knowne: 


Oc 


; 
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knowne : mani ſo farre from diſcou ering the remedy, 

Fiypoe: ep» that he (as it were) deſpayreth of health - It 1s inough 

ad Abde- ;f (ome lenitiue may be applyed . That great ſpirit Hip- 

We ocrates , Wiſhed a conſultation of all the Phiſitians of 

the world,to aduiſe vpon the means how-to cure Coue- 

touſneſſe. It is now aboue : 000. years ago lince he.had 

this deſire; after hima thouſand, and'tbouſandPhilo- 

| ſophers haue employed their endeauour to recouer this 

peſtilent feuer, all haue loſt thor labour chexin, theeuill 

increaſing inthe, multitude of remedyes, the ſicke-men 

are all frantique, when the wind of ambitis hath rayſed 

the to the height of the wheele, they, will never deſcend 

but by a precipice . 

It1s a moſt particular fauour of God, if ir happen, 

that an ambitious man do once open his eyes, to know 

himſelfe., to. meaſure himſelfe ,,-ro-put limits vpon: his 

deſires; and yet notwithſtanding the motives, and obli- 

gations, which he hath thereunto are moſt manifeſt, as 

1 will make it appeare in the ſequele of this diſcourſe; 

\. Firſt the Scripture ſpeaking of ambition, calleth it a for- 

Pſelag.14. F2Y DE VICE : Ab alien parce ſeruotuo. Pride in-man,, is 

__notinhiselement, it alwayes ſeeketh height, & man 1s 
even lown-ileitfelfe. 

-./ ;What'.is- man, if we conſider him in; his owne 

Nature ;: withour the aſſiſtance of Grace, bat an ex- 

crement of impurity 1n his conception , a filly crea- 

tare in-his birth , a bagge, andſpong of ordures in 

his life ,;a: bayte for wormes in. his death? The ſaule 

3s 1a-the body; as 1n_ a' Chariot of glaſſe: The: dayes 

are the. Courters', which.perpetually. runne v pon afull 

gallop: The foure wheeles, are Vanity , Weakneſle, 

Iyconſtancy'; Milerys: The way 1s of Ice; The 'goale 

5nÞ-eathz.and. the End! oftentymes is :, Preaipice.. 

"IQ vz.A ET The 
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The pleaſures thereof (as ſayth Plazo) are winged , and 
wholy armed with prickes , and ſtinges , to leauein fly- 
ing a ſharp point inthe hart; the dolours,.ang diſcons 
rents therof do drench it in a Cup full of gall, and baue 
fecte of lead, neuer to forſake it:can then ſuch a creature . 
be poſſeſſed with Ambition, ſuch a dunghilt nauridh 
Pride? | | 3c ory wal 

All that we behold both aboue , :and.beneath: on 
the right,on thelefr hand,in this great houſe of nature, 
{crues as aleiſon of humulity for vs. Heauen;which. cir- 
cumuolueth ouer our heads, enammeled with ſtarres;, 
createdin a higher place, then. we; The earth which we 
tread ynder our feet , which ſerueth ys for a Nutſe,.af- 
terwards for aſepulcher; A litle ayre, which we breath, 
without which we could not liue; The water, whichin 
his wonders hath ſwallowed.wiſdome ; Then the bo- 
dyes of the.moſt knowing men of the eacth (as weread 
of _Ariitotle.z ) Bzaſtes , whoſe ſpoyles , we cary.abour 
vs; Our body which hath for his portion about 3000. 
diſcaſes,caſt vpn account; Our (oule, which knoweth: 
not what ſhall bzcome of her, and. which cannottell 
whether ſhe ſhall ſerue, as an 1immortall fewell ro thoſe 
deuouring flames , or not, that baue no limitts,, but 
eternity . All preach-to ys our baſeneſſe,all thunder out 
the corrour , aad atfrightment of Gods iudgments,z.and; 
amongſt ſo many ſubiets of humility, Yau (O: Noble: 
men ) haueleaſure to puite vp your ſelues, and to fill 
your mindes with the gentle breathing blaſts of imagi- 
nary Honour., | te | 

At theleaſt, if needs yowmurſt eleuate your ſelues.,. 
if you of neceſlity muſt take a-greatdeale of ſtate ypon: 
you, chooſ2 the beſt prize; bur (inſentible as you areÞ 
what. do you take yponyou., becoming ambicionse 
: 9g: 
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thelife of a ſlaue , the life of Caix . This is the ſecond'co- 
fideration , which Ipropoſe, of power ſufficient to in- 
ftruct a foulethat will gue nenerſo little predominance 
toreaſon.Weall naturally loneliberty,we ſuppoſe,that 
to beof himſelfe, is an incſtimable good : 1ne//tmmabile 
bonumeR, ſuum eſſe - 

Now, the moſt captiue Galley-(laues , are not grea- 


_ terbondmen, then the Ambitious . The ſlave hath a 


chayne, & a captayne, who proudly inſulreth ouer him; 
an ambitious man, hath as many fetters , as he hath ap- 
-petites; as many ſeruitudes , as pretenfions; as many 
{laueryes, as manners of ambition. His Captayne, is his 


- ynguided paſſion , which tyrannizeth ouer him day , 8& 


night, with all poflible cruelty. The flaue prattiſeth, and 

tameth himſelfe in his owne condition : The ambitious 
1s always ſauage , he alwayes flyeth before himſelfe,and 

neuer ouertaketh himſelfe, to enter into himſelfe . He is 
in no place, becauſe he would beeuery where; &yet not- 
withſtiding he 1s tormered euery where, his feauer bur- 
neth him, where he is not. The ſlaue freeth himſcif with 
money : The ambitious man findeth guiues of gold, and 
filuer . The flaue findeth no chayne ſo ſtrayre , bur that 
it ſometimes giueth him leaue to thinke; The ambitious, 
15 neuer free out of himſclfe : there are nothing, but ob- | 
iects of frenzy, fire-brands of concupiſcence;and with- 
in him(elfe, there 1s nothing , but wormes , flames, and 
executioners. The {laue findeth at leaſt, liberty in death, 
and death , which carryeth the key of all cloſe couerts , 
in the end commeth to vnloole all the bandes of his fer- 
uituds. An ambitious ſoule as foone as it 1s parted from 
the body, aſſociateth Diuells in their tortures , as they 
haue imitated them very neerely in their paſſion; whac 
alife, what a death is this ? Find you any comparable,if 
Not 
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not tharof vnfortunate Cain? The Scripture ſayth that gy, ,; ov 
he withdrawing himſelfe from the fight of God,did in- Frocop, in 
habir che land of inſtability : & Procopiaz thereto addeth Gen. 

an auncient tradition, that he perpetually ſaw certayne 
Specres, with ſwords of fire , which brought horrible 

extaſies ypon him . Is the ambitious man, vied more 

ſweetly ? Is not he perpetually ſeparated from the face 

of God ſeeing, as ſayth Saint Hierome , man 1s demided jz;,,, xp; 
from the diuinity, not by degrees of the body, but with aa Damaſo 
ſtepps of the ſoule, which are the affetions : Peccantes 

recedunt 4 Deo , affettuum non locorum ſpatijs: And how 

much more the ſoule 15s ſcattered in the vaſt emptyneſfe 

of ambition , which is indeed a meere vanity ; ſo much 

more it ſtraieth from this ſoueraigne maieſty , which is 

the only Verity. 

- ITs1rnotin the Kingdome of Inconſtancy? In every 

place where heſetterh his feet, there is nothing but ſlip- 

pery Ice, or downfall. The ſaying of the Prophet is ac- 
compliſhed in his perſon : Fiat via iltorum tenebre, & lu- P[4l-346 
bricum, && CAnzelus Domini perſequens eos . Behold all the 

moſt lamentable extremityes , which may beimagined 

ina Yoyage; Euer to go vpon ice,and thereon to march 

in the obſcure darkneſſe of the night, & to haue behind 

you in the Rere a Sergzant,who haſtneth you forward;8 

all this is foundiin the life of the ambitious . What paſ- 
ſage is not ſhippery in the fauours of the world,all hich 
are feathered , and full of mutable conditions? What 
darkeneſle 1s there in a wretched creature, who hath no 
pitty at all of himſelfe , who maketh a liberty of his fer= 
ters , honour of his ignominy , and tropheyes of his 
torments? What Sergiant is more troubleſome? what 
Spedres,and what ſwords of fire more terrible, then the 
pricks of this enraged paſſion, which as much, and as 


G g vios 


234 The Holy Court, [Lib.2. 
violently exciteth man, as a Bull goared with a goad 
paſſcth through ſome headlong 7 Jv ? Whereisit, 
that the ambitious man can find the P ace of ſtability, 8 
center of repole? If he be in queſt of honour, (and when 
is he not) behold himin a whurle-poole, in fre ; behold 
him .3n the feueriſh acceſſes of heate, and cold, which 
affoard him no intermiflion. Admit, he obtayneth what 
he prerendeth vnto , he 1s no ſooner engaged inone 
way , but his feet ich , to transferre him to another , If 
he be vpon termes of repulſe, behold him drenched in 
deſperate, and furious Enuy , which maketh him. dayly 
dyeas many deaths, as thereare thoſe who he reputeth 
more happy . 

The wheele of 7xjon verily , is a filly Fable, in com- 
pariſon of the tortures of the ambitious. That , was a 
{port, which Heljogabalu did, when he tooke his Cour- 
tiers,and commaunded them to be tyed,and truſſed faſt 
toa great wheele, and then rolled, and turned them vy 
and downe in the water, taking infinite pleaſure to ſee 
them ſometyme aloft, ſometime below, ſometime to- 
_ taſtthe ſweetneſle of the ayre,andſometyme to be deep- 
ly plunged in the water, where of neceflity they dranke 
more then inough. Ambitious men daily at theſame 
play ,but they perſonate it tragically, theyr life is wholy 
compoſed of leapes,bounds,and skips, they are the very. 
reedes, the very ſhuttle-coks of inconſtancy , they are 
the very windblowne Balones , which are toſſed this. 
way and that way, ſometyme which the foote, fome- 
tyme with the hand. They. are enforced vpon all occa- 
fions to beare the Fooles bable , and the miſerable haue- 
drunke with ſo long and deepe draughts of the water 
of forgerfulneſle, Tor they cannotawaken themlſelues 
from theyr drunkeneſle, but when death commeth to 

cloſe 
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cloſe vp theyr eyes. Were it not a thouſand times betrer 
to plant Coleworts, and roſt Cheſtnuts, then to live 
amongſt ſo many ſeruile complacences, vnworthy of a 
noble{pirit, ſo many fruſtrated pretenſions, ſo many il- 
laſtons, fo many ſcornefull repulſes , ſo many hopes, 
which crack likea cloud, and rayfea tempeſtuous ſtor- 
me, when ſhade,and ſweet refreſhment is expected ? _ 

Itis a wonder to behold men to betray theyr man- 
hood , to court the Fortunes of Great men , to bereaue 
themſelues of comfort, repoſe, and liberty, to be ſurpri- 
ſed ina mill, full of skreaking noyles, in a confuſed tur- 
moyle of difficult,and thorny a_—_ poorely to beg a 
litle fauour, which perpetually eſcapeth them , and of- 
tentimes,as the glaſle broken in the beauty of his luſtre, 
Petrarch well acquainted with theſe conſiderations, 
ſpake theſe moſt remarkable wordes : Sua negotia gerere 
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laborioſum, quidcenſeas alijena , precipue potentium , quibus ,. | 47-loks 


placuiſſe perpetua ſeruitus e# , diſplicuiſſe diſcrimen ? Ex quo , ;oned, 


ambitioni ſeruire cepiſti,tibi vinere deſh#ti: vilis tua ef ani- 
ma, virtus, fama,quies, otium,ſecuritas ; vix diligunt reges, 
nifi qui omnibus neglettis, ſe eorum libidini ſeruum fecit. Mi- 
ſerable ambitious man, euery one hath ſo much trouble, 
to ſpinne the web of his owne affayres , and to brin 

them to a good end, and thou with much cheerfulned? 
- of hart pryeſt into other mens buſyneſle, yea into the 
affayres of Great men , whome1t is impoſlible to pleaſe 
na __ al ſeruitude,nor diſpleaſe without moſt 
euident daunger . After you began toſerue others , you 
ceaſed to line to your ſelfe:life, vertue, renowne, repoſe, 
ſafegard, all 1s loſt for thee. Great men loue none, but 
ſuch who forſake all,to make themſclues flaues to theyr 


paſſions. 


What ſweats of death, ſayth CMonfiewr D'Ancre, ne- | 
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uer to haue one hower of reſt, to be enforced to giue au- 
diences, troubleſome, tumultuous, and clamorous? To 
heare,and receiue ſuites, and iniuſt ſupplications?to be 
embroyled in affayres repleniſhed _ knots, and thor- 
nes ? To make manuall tignatures deuoyd of conſcien- 
ce, that you may notdifpleaſe a Great man ? To grant : 
yalawfull decrees, wicked commiſſions, attended by in- 
famous executions? Allthough the pretenfions of Am- 
bition-were a whole world, can they defcrue to be pur- 
chaſed which the premudice of conſcience? What would 
itavayle man to beabſolute Lord of the whole vniverſe 
for a time, & a ſacrifice of hell for euer? But that which 
maketh the madneſſe of ambitzous men much more ri- 
diculous, and deplorable,is,thar they all theyr life tyme 
take payns for wind,for ſmoke,for nothing. The world 
vſeth them, as Laban did the poore. Iacob : After he had 
becn roaſted, congealed,atfiited, hammered on all fides,. 
he thought to haue faire Rachel, & he foud a bleare-eyed 
wench by his tides. Euery. day a thouſand fayre pro- 

miles, a thouſand hopes , a thouſand fancyes, and no 
effe&t .This fayre Rachel, this pretended Honour , after 
ſo many ſeruices commeth not; Difgrace , much more 
vgly then was La, is to betound 1n Seas bed of Re- 

ole. 

F It oftentymes happeneth , the Greateſt men, who 
hauepaſſed thirty, ſome forty yeares, to build a fortune 
with a thouſand diſturbances , a thouſand indignityes , 
find they muſt part with this world, and that they haue 

| heaped vp nothing, but a pooretytle,, to make a. frag- 
ment of ar-Epitaphoon their tombe : that is it which = 


tl Latine Philoſopher brauely pronounced . Quoſdam cum in 
brew. vite ©Onſummationem dignitatts per mille indignitates irrepſiſſent , 
cap. 199 " Miſtra: ſubit cootatio ipſos laboraſſe intitulum Sepulchri : yet 

os | are, 
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are theſe the moſt fortunate . Others without euer ſet- M 
ting footeintopretended Greatneſle , fall piece-meale % 
into ruyne; They are tragicall ſtage-playes, wherin we 
may read the ſucceſſes of the ambitious, bothin ſacred, 
and prophane liſtoryes. An Aman hanged on a gibbet 
fifty cubitts high, to be beheld a farre off, 8 on a gibbet * Reg.139 

which he had prepared for a man,, whome he daygned. An: 
not to ranke amongſt the number of his ſlaues. An_A4- Ry 
ſolom , after he had diſturbed the Court of his Father , 
found ſnares in the hayres of his owne head, to entangle 
him (as it is fayd) to a fatall tree, and dye transfixed 
with the ſharpe points of three launces. An _Abimelech, 
after he had made his enraged ambitis flote in the bloud: 
of threeſcore and ten of his owne brethren, cruſhed yn- 
der a tyle, throwne from the hand of a woman . Nabu- 
chodonozor became a beaſt . Semiram ſlayne.ina brutiſh 
paſſion by the hand of her own Sonne.Ceſar goard with: 
many ſtabbes of daggers in the Senate houſe. Pompey,af- 
ter he had cauſed golden mountaynes to be carryed in 
triumpth, finding no moreland to conquer, he hauing 
gayned ſo much , wanted fiue or lix foore of ground to 
make hima ſepulcher. 

Another,who had taken for enſignea world,with the: 
helme of a ſhip, & his Motto, Hoc opus, ſhewing that his, _ 
ambitions tranſported him not to any lower pitch, then Reon = 
the world's conqueſt, found himſelf to be ina worſe® _ 

eſtate, then if "ms beene a ſwabber in a ſhip. 

Another fauorite of Ptolemy King of AEgypt, moit- 
ted to ſo higha degree of honour,, that he had but two Gymar: - 
diſcontements in this life : The one was , that he could Courciſy 
grow no more,fo great he was become: The other, that **** .. . 
the King withall his reuenewes , ſeemed to him too 
Poore, to add any increaſe of riches, Few.dayesafter this. 
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miſerable creature was ſurpriſed by King Poſey cour- 
ting a AMifreſie of his, for which negle&,in thatinſtane 
the Lady was enforced to drinke poyſon.and the vntor- 
tunate Courtier was hanged before his owne lodging. 
Another Mimion of the Emperour Cecpitantins, after he 
had managed the affayres, warres, reuenewes, houſe 
hold ,and perſon of the Emperour, was diſgraced, and 
put to death , becauſe he preſented his Maiſter ( at that 
time incenſed with choller) a Pen, ill made for writing, 
to figne certayne diſpatches with all. What circumuo- 
lutions, what ſport, what Trageayes , what examples to 
thoſe, who in this world,haue 10 other ayme, bur to be- 
come great,caſting vnder ſoote all laws both diuine, 8 
humane?Outr alas. It is ſaid thata King of Perſia, to teach 
Tuſtice to a certayne Preſident of his, who newly then, 
entred into office, commaiided him to couer the chayre 
of Iudicature with his Fathers skin, putto death , and 
flayed, becauſe he had beene an ill Tudge . What thould 
hedo being ſeated on this wofull Tribunall , vpon the 
bloud of his father, but become wile, by a Arcadfull E x- 
perience? An infinite number of ambitious men,are ſtill 
in office,and magiſtracy mounted vpon the ruines, and 
bloud of theyr predeceſſors , who haue made moſt wic- 
ked,and deplorable trialls, and haue purſued the ſame 
wayes, without fearing the like euent. 

1. Learne(O Noble men) thart all the greatneſſe of 
the world, cannot make you great, if not by contempt 
of it. All therinis litle, and yet to deſpiſe that lirle, is a 
great matter : Nop ef minimum in humana vita neelieere 
minima 

2. Know, that your Fortunes ought tobe as the 
Halcyons neaſt, which ſeemeth ſowed to her body : mat- 
ters moſt aptly proportioned to our nature, are __ 

at 
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What face ſoeuer a man ſets vponit , heis litle . Mach 
turmoyle of gouernment , and affayres may well hinder 
him, but neuer make him happy. | 

3- You muſt vſe the honour, which God hath allot- 
red you,as the coyne of your coffers, for which you in 
his iudgment are accountable, & limit your pretences, 
and delyres in a mediocrity: otherwiſe you ſhall be, as —_—— 
they who wandred perpetually about the mountayne ,,,- _ 
of Sur , without euer arriving atthe Land of Promiſe. 144, the 
Semper circumeunt montem Sur , & numquam perueniuns 
ad terram Promisſions. 


Of other Obſtacles ,as of Enuy , Slaunder} 
Quarrels, Duels, ſee the 1]. Motine, 
aud V Ill, Obſtacle. FT. 
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The Reader hall obſerue, this Booke being 

compoſed , for a morc familiar Inſtruttion, 

is the leſle enlargedi in Diſcourſes,and Alle- 

= ,but (as it is moſt conuenicnt) more 
nit ,and ſuccinct in Precepts; 


Seftion T. 


Q F more worth (ſ{ayth FS. Gregory Nazi= 
APNNC/ 4120) 15 a good dumbe Worke, then 
K. an eloquent Oration without effeR. It 
> EZ 15 nothing for one to haue the trumpet 
RASH on his lip, who hath not the torch in his 
TOSS =P hand , according to the exiple of thoſe 
brane ſoldiers of Gedeon . The voyce of great Saint CA- 
thana- 


flaſh. 


To what purpofe its, to warblolikea Lute, and:to 
be deaffened to the harmony thereof? To carry where- 
with to ſhift, and cleanſe others, as the afle of the Hoat- 
houſe, and be himſelfe perpetually beemired, & (louen- 


Iy ? Ta buzze vp, and downe, likea Drone, or Hum- 
mle-Bee , and neyther make hony, nor waxe? Allthe 
deuotion of a ſoule truly Chriſtian, tendeth to pradtiſe, 


as the Line to his Center. Our wiſdome (ſayd S. Cypri- g,,, 1 
an) is a prudence of workes, not of wordes, or paper «: patients 
Philoſophi faftts , non verbs ſumm: nec magna loquimur, ſed 


vitimus . This 15 it , which hath giuen me occaſion, after 
F haue treated-of Motiues , Obſtacles , and Remedyes , 


which men of quality may haue in the way of fpirituall, 


£- life , briefly to prepare alittle pratiſe of vertues, which 

'” more concerneth their condition , to behold them af- 
terwards appeare in the hiſtory of Courts, which I will 
begin euen 1n this preſent Volume. 

It much importerh at the very firſt entrance , to: 
make a good 1d4zaof Deuotion, which many playſter o- 
uer, in JJeir owne manner , and attyre with their pafſi- 
on, making that ſometimes ſeruefor vice, which bea- 
reth theſcepter of vertue. Some imagine deuotion to be 

no other thing , but an ordinary —— of ynſeemely 
geſtures, and motions , {\uch as little Pu pets would 
make , if thzy were animated , with ſome {mall quantt« 
ty of quickſiluer , Others make vie of deuotion, as Dig 
ny/ias the Tyrant did of Philoſophers , not that he loued 
the,but that folding himſelfe 1n their clokss, he thought 
he ſhould be honoured by the _ So ſhall you Fad 


ſomety mes 1n the world , thoſe, who for a vayne inter= 


eſt of reputation , will cloath themſclues , with the robe 
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thanifius , was a thunder-clap, and his life , a lightning 
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of falſe deuotion, which neuer-hall ſaue them at thelafk 
Iudgment of God. | 
1» Agooddeuotionyn great men,is to have a great, 
and faythfull feeling of the maieſty of God,” not ſeruing 
him withexteriour ſemblances , but fincerely, cordial- 
ly , conſtantly , holding all the Maximes of Rate, and 
condition vnder the rules of Conſcience; and diſpoſing 
themſelues rather to hazard all, then to looſe God , by 
one ſole {inne 
- 2. Agooddeuotion;to clip the winges of couetouſ- 


| neſſe of riches , and greatneſſe ; Couetoulneſſe , which. 


Eccl. n3.6- 


"47. 8. 


F a. 5.8 


neucr findeth meaſure, but in-extremities, nor vpright- 
neſſe, butin precipice. Take heed-of a foule without 


bridle, without reuerence. Anime infrunite,ey irrevercntt 


ae tradas me_). | 

; 3. | A.good deuotion;; not toreachat the goods of 
the Church by any falfe pretence, repreſented in the 
Court of Rome, by any black,or:couert deceits, ſowed 
together with white-threed, nor afterward to charge 


kimſelfe, the patrimony.of IE SV S-CHRIST, ther- 
with to fatten dogs , and: feed hawkes. Finally , theſe: 
goods are Eagle's | < . eate, and confume o0- 
thers ; while a ſoule is lodged there, it-remaynethin a, 
bitterneſle, repleniſhed with gall, and 1n the perplexed; 
untrications offinne . 1 felle amaritudintss , & in obliga 
Hoe iniquitatis . 

- 4+ A good Denotion; not toincroach ypon the poſ- 
fofons of your neighbour, norenforce. the good Na- 
both to (ell his land, for the accommodation-, and--con- 
tent of your Lordſhip, butif he will leaue it, to give him 
2 good price,a reaſonable rate,a full ſatisfaction. , au; 


eoninngitis domum ad domum,o 47rum agro copulatis,uſq, ad 


#6111t= 


«| 


a man with: Titles , like an old Sepulcher,, and hold to 


ts... 


- the Romane Empire,as a prey to. Barbarians . Saluian, bs 
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terminun loci- Numquid habitabitis vos ſoli in medio terre? - 
Wo to you (ſayd 1ſay) who annexe houſe to houſe, in- 
heritance to inheritance , as farre/as the land ſretcheth;. 
would you dwell alonein the midſt of the earth? 

5- A good Dcuotion; in things, which'one may 
rightfully exac,to beſtayed,iuſt, cemperate : not coue- 
tous, no Harp , no Tyrant, but to extend the bowels of 
compaſlion towards the poore, who areour fleſh, and 
bloud:to open the eyes,notto inuent new impoſitions, 
that may draw the marow from the people; but to take 
away,or leſſen the old, for Neceility requireth no more. 

' Diſſotue colligationes impietatis ; ſolue faſciculos deprimens. 
tes. Saluianus complayneth that in his tyme, there were 1/« 58. 
as many Tyrants ſcene,as Lords, and Courtiers- uot 
Curiales,tot Tyranni.And thatis the cauſe, why God gaue 


6. A good deuotion; todiſcharge his debtes , and $:drgubere 
promiſes, and neuer ſuffer the wages of the poore hyres 
wa tolye hid 1n his coffers. Nox morabitur opics merceng- Tenitits, rg 
rij tui apud te ſq, ad mane. 
7- A good Deuorion; Toattend publique charges, 
which you are to vndergo,eſpecially theſe, which con- 
cerne diſtribution of 1wſtice, with Science, Conſcience, 
and Diligence. Science, to know the affayres; Con- 
ſcience, to handle them faythfully ; Diligence, not ra 
draw the expedition of cauſes, in languiing delayes,. 
fo preiudiciall to the publique. Diligite iuitiam ui india 8 
catss terram . 
8. A good Deuotion; in baniſhing ſu erfluity of 
apparell,and taſt, exceſſes, curioſityes, oulk 


old yices: 
To cauſe modeſty, frugality, employment, and verrue 
to raigne; and to be the firſt himſelfe to light the torch Fi 
to his family : Diſcutiende ſunt delicie, quarum mollitie, & i 
: Hh 2 fluxu 
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xn fidet virtus effeminari pote#t. You muſt neceſſarily ex=- 
Tertul. de pell delights, for their tenderneſſe, \and exceſles weaken 
—_ ** andeneruate all Religion . | 
| 9. Agooddeuotion; to make choyce of Seruants, 
toinſtru&,or make them honeſt,and ro eſteeme no man 
faythfull in your ſeruice , who is diſloyall tro God : Not 
to bedefirous to keep a bad ſeruant, for ones own inte- 
reſt,though the whole houſe would be chaged into gold 
by his handes. Attende tibi a peſtifero, fabricat enim males. 


Ecel, Its 10. Agooddeuotion; to hinder diſorders , and {in- 
nes , whichare committed in publique, when you haue 
authority 1n your handes , without ſhewing your ſelfe 
inſatiableto reuenge your owne proper 4niuryes, and | 
ad 1} Ie cold, thenice,in the quarrell of God. 1» cuins manu | 
_ — ." e#t,vt prohibeat, inbet agi, finon prohibet, admitti. When a. 


her, man hath thepower in hi; hands to ſtay a-ſinne, to per- 
mitit,1sto commit it. Theſe are pointes of deuotion,, 
which we muſt heereafrer more amply digeſt. 


— 


Sedion I T. In vyhar, all Deuotion , & 
ſpirituall Life conſiſterh, 


2 OV, who aſpire to truedeugtion, know there 
SUR are three ſortes of Man'in you alone: The vege- 
Rela all, animall,and intelletaall, and that all y Our. 
"pertection confiſtathin purting the vegetall, and ani- 
- mall man, ynder the feete of the intellecuall. A great 
number of men are nowa dayes vegetalls;that is to ſay, 
whoſo liue,as if they had no other foule but the vegera- 
$uec,as plantss, and lead, the very life of the muſhrome, 

: Others 


L5 
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Others are animall, who makerheyr ſoules wholy e- 
uaporate in ſenſuall Loue, in Choler, Rog, 1 Brutiſh- 
neiſe , Few ſhall you find , who are; Intelle&tuall ,who 
worke with Reaſon ,and Vnderſtanding ; and behold 
wherein confiſteth our exceltency , and repoſe to rayſe 
the intelle&uall man,many. times curriſhly trampled on 
vnder the feete of Concupiſcence to his propet fphere; 
which is ths knowledge, and vnion with God; -./.7 

 To-arrive to this point, it 15 good tonote a worthy = 
doarine of Hugo of 8. /itlor: to wit,that there is aboue 3" mw 
vs,a creating Trinity, Father, Sonne, and Holy Ghoſt: 1, z. Pong 
In vs,a created Trinity, Vnderſtanding, Memory, Will: 

About vs, daungerous FTrimty; Titilla tivn, Dele&ati- 

en, Coſent: ynder vs, an vnthappy Trinity, ynto which 

we fall by finne , Iznorance, Weakneſſe, Impurity.Rea- 

fon falleth-inco a triple Ignorance, 1. Of good, & euill : 

2. Ofrrue, and falſe; of futeable:, & diſproportionable. 
Memoryin three kinds of thoughts; Aﬀedionate, being 

ſuch as concerne ſenſuality : Burdenſome , as appertay- 

ning tothe toyles of life: Idle, as all vayne thoughtes. 

are: The Will ſaffereth it felfe robe ſurpriſed with three: 

kind of ners, whichare Concupiſcence of fleſh ;Concu<: 
pilcence of eyes,and Ambition-of lite , | F 

A man reduce: to this eſtate, reſembleth king Na-' 
bachodozozor:,, who went out of his Throne; tocate hay. * 
wath brute beaſtes; ſo the miſerable man afrer he:hath* 
forſaken theſeate of reaſon, goethinto the ſtable , with: 
his beſtiallpaſſions. The true, and:onely meanes to free: 
your ſelfe. from{uch vnhappineſſe, and to returne to 
your firſt dignity,is to open'yourharzets the graces, '& 
lIightes of rhe Holy Ghoſt, and rodiſpoſe your felfe ro- 
the practiſe of vertues, whichdire&ly reſiſt theſe three 
plagues of ſpirituall life; , tt Impurt- TY! 

d. Haz: ty 


[L4h. 3, © - 
ry- Theſeare the threemonſters, which a {pirituall matt 
neceſſarily ought to ſubdew , that he afterwards may 


enioy an aflured repole . 
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Seftion I]JT. Ofthe firſt Monſter,vvhich 
the ſpirituall man should reſiſt, to vvit, 
Ignorance; and of the praftite of Ver- 
tues, by yyhichitis ſubdued, 


* HE greater part of men baue dexterity in 
deluing the ground hike Moles, and no eyes 
to behold the Sunne. All euils proceed from 
"OR. Ignorance, and the wantof che knowledge 
of God. This 15 'the firſt Monſter, which we muſt afſ- 
ſaulc; the firſt Obſtacle, we muſt take away . Prime ſce= 
lerum cauſe mortalibs evris , naturam aeſcire Det . 
And for this eite& ,obſerue a wholeſomedoarine , 
to wit ; that God is the Sunneof all the intelligences, 8 
from-this Sunne fiverayes; of a liuely , and quickening 
light are diftyſed on the darkeneſle of our ynderftan- 
ding . = 
Theſe hue rayes are,Fayth, Intelligence, Counſaile, 
Wiſdome; and Prudence. The firſt , and moſtexcellent 
lightis Fayrh, becauſe the other rayes do well enlighten 
the ſoule, in thoſe operations, of whichit is (as it were) 
the fountayne , but Faythalone rayſeth him aboue him- 
{elfe, to-his Prince, which is God. Fides res efb anda, at- 
que improba, perneniens quo non jertingit intelligentiay ipſa 
ends, ſuper Cherubin » & volat ſuper ba. ſenas - 


A 


habentia. 
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A man without Fayth, is , as the Pilot ,of whome ++: / 
3t is ſpoken.in the Prouerbs, that fell a ſleep, and loſt his 779% 288, 
Rudder. What virginity is to the body,the ſame is Payth,,  .. 
to the ſoule. It is the firſt borne of vertues, the begining. X04, bye | 
of the ſpirituall life, the life of the Vnderſtanding as 
Charity is the life of the will , the pillar of the Clowd , 
which hathtwo faces , the onedarke,; becauſe. it belie, 
ueth the things, which are not apparent to19, the other: 
lightſome , for thatir belicueth.with an infallible.aſſus 


Tancecs. 


——— 
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Sedion IV. Pradtiſc of Fayth. 


— 


H A T you may well .prattiſe, the Aﬀes of 
Fayth , you muſt know the Nature., Obie&., 
and motiue thereof. Fayth'(ſayth Saint Paul) 
35 the toundation of Hope, and the proofe of chinges 
not apparent. The foundation of Hope, in regard all 
whatſpeuer we hope in matter of Religion, is grounded 
vpon Fayth, as the ſtatue vpon his Baſis: The proofe of 
thinges not apparent , becauſe it is an infallible argu- 
ment of fruits, whereof we haue nat (as yet )euident 
Notice. . | PR uy. 
Saint Bernard addeth, that it is a firſt taſt, certayne, now, as 
and. yoluntary, or truth not yet manifeſted': Y oluntaria Coufids 
quedam , + certa prelibatio , necdum propalate weritatis . 
The old: ſmithlaboureth ypon gold, filuer ,, and preti- 
ous, ſtones, as ypon his proper.obie&t. And the obiea " 
which-imployeth Faythare the myſteryes reucaled vn- 
to. ys. by God, and propoſed by his Church . Such my- P P/ 
Hecies aght #5 hg veliqusd Fer po other moriye,bpr for L 
op | es - © that: 


b - 


deb. x2, be 
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8.Thomes that God the eternall Truth hath reuealed them . The 
To'To SoC) argumers which aredrawne from Prophehies, Miracles, 
....:numbers of Martyrs , Purity of the Euangelicall Law , 


e*! zH< 


from the correfpondency thereof with reaſon, from the 
admirable ſucceſſe, and conſent of all the myiteryes, 
from the conuerfion. of the world , from the meanes , 
which the Church hath vſed to eſtabliſh it ſelfe , from 
her firme Conſtancy amidſt Perfecutions , from the 
Wiſdome, and Sandtity of the profeſſors of our Law, & 
ſuch like thinges , which I haue produced in the firſt 
Obſtacle of theſecond Booke,are moſt powerfull confi- 
derations, tointroduce vs to Fayth, and to make eaſy , 
and familiar to ys the Aces thereof ; but they are not 
properly motives of Fayth , neyther more, orleſſe, then 
that the ſoule draweth knowledge from Senſe, and yer 
notwithſtanding is aboue Senſe : So Fayth ,"thqugh 
ſhe ſeruc herſelfe , with theſe conſiderations, which gre 
able to commaund the moſt contumac1ous ſpirits; yet 
ſhe is admirably rayſed , vpon a more EOEEED 
ſphere, and will abide no other touch, but that of the e- 
xernall Verity , which caſteth a forcible lightning-flaſh 
into the ſoule, able to dazle, glimmer , and ſurpriſe the 
moſt proſperous liberty,that may be imagined. Thence 


' theſoule commieth to belieue, not by humane diſcourſe, 


by miracles, by. do&rine , by ſanity, but becaufe God 


| CO inwardly vato it, & giveth vntoit ſo power- 
u 


11 a touch, that ſhe iudgeth it infallible , whatſocuer - 
15 reuealed, and propoſed vnto it by the Chupgch. _ 
Behold, to what; point the good S. Zleazay Cont 
of Arjan was arriued, when he ſayd, he taſted matters 6F 
Fayth, with ſuch certainty , and reſolution'of vnder- 
ſtanding , that , when cMiror (held far a prodigy of 


knowledge ih his tyme) and all the myſt famous Do- 


&ors, 
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&ors, would :perſwade him the contrary , he affirmed - 
that what he had imbraced in the fimplicny of his harr, 
he would belicue, & that all their ſabtilicyes could not 
be able to giue the leaſt ſhocketo his ſpirit This admit=! 
ted , the Acts of Fayth, are. | | 

1. Toſubmityour owne iudgement to God , with: 
all fimplicity, and humility of ſpirit , who ſpeaketh-vn- 
to vs by his Church, by Scriptures , by Traditions , by 
Councells , by Canons of the ſoueraygne Paſtours of 
the Church. 

2. Tobelicue firmely all the articles of faith, which 
are propoſed to vs , as well thoſe concerning the Diui-. 
nity, as the Humanity of our Sauiour ; as'well thoſe 
' which touch the Sacraments,and Ceremonyes,as thofe- 
which appertayneto the order , & gouernement of-the 
Church. | 1408 of 

3- Throughly'to retayne the Samary-of the Chrt- 
ftian dodrine, troinforme your ſelfe of the explication 
of eutry article, not for curiolity, but duty;Toread,re- 
peate,meditate,ruminate them very often;To teach the 
ro the 1gnorant 1n time of need: Butaboueall togmedi- 
re&tion to your family , that they may be inſtructed ur 
that , which belongeth to the knowledge of their falua- 
tion . Its an infupportable abuſe toſee ſo many , who 
dregging filke at their heeles , and haue Lizx his eyes 1n 
petty aifayres, to be many rymes ſtupide, arid brurtiſh in 
matter of Religion , and 1n the knowledge of God. 

4+ Tohaucindeteſtation all innouation,and liber- 
ty offpeach, which in the leaſt degree ſtriketh.at the 
auncient practiſes of the Church .' s \lorm 23601 

5- And therefore itis neceſſary,as our Father Saint 
IG NATIVS hathobſerued, toprayſe; and approue 
 Confeffion, which is madetoaPricft; and the frequent 

LIES I 1 ; come 


communion of the faithfull, interpreting the deuotions. 
of othersina good ſenſe. | 

6: To recommend the Sacrifice of the Maſle , to: 
loue , practiſe , perſuade others to the laudable cuſtome 
of being preſent thereat,as much as may be : Toeſteeme 
Church-Muficke, Prayers , Canonicall Houres , Sup- 
plications; Proceſſions, & (uch like. 

- 7. Toprayſethe Orders of Religion, the Vowes of 
Pouerty, Chaſtity, Obedience, workes of {uperreroga- 
tion, and Euangelicall perfe&tion, euer generally pre- 
ferring Virginity, and Continency 1n diſcourſe, before 
Marriage . 

- '8.: Tomakeaccount of Reliques,to recommend the 
vencration,and inuocation of Saintes; To. be much af- 
feed to the (eruice of the moſt Bleſſed Mother of God; 
To approue of Pilgrimages, which are orderly perfor- 
med , Indulgences, and Iubilyes; which. the glorious 
King.S. Lew;s recommended to. Philip his ſonne 1n. his 
laſt wordes.. . 

: 9- Tohauea religious opinion of the Abſtinence, & 
Faſtes jnſtitured by che Church, and of the.manner of 
pennances, and mortifications, whichreligious, and 0+ 
ther deuout perſons pioully practiſe . | 

10, To maintayne both by word, and example the: 
commandments of the Church, and Ordinances-of ſus 
pzriors And though their life, ſhould not be. conforme 
to theyr dorine, not to detract, nor murmure at theyr 
actions 1n publique, or priuate, to alterin. the peoples 
beliefe,thereuerence,and reſpe&t dew.to their dignity :. 
But as much/ as ſhall be expedient }priuately to admo- 
niſh them of theyr defetiuecariage intheir charges. 

'11- Highly toeſtzeme the do&rine of ſacred Theo-. 
logy, whichas taught io. Schooles,and to maks REEPURE 
"os Hof b& OZ. 


 Seftion IT. [ Fayth. . 
of the great Doors,whom tlie diuine prouidence hath - 
raiſed 1n this latter age,valourouſly to oppoſe. © .. , 

12. Not to inſiſt in ordinary diſcourles vpon exagy 
gerations , comparing men that liue in thisage, with 
the Apoſtles, Doors, and Saintes of antiquity . 

13- Tofixe our (clues vpon the reſolutions of the 
Church , that what our owne peculiar reaſon- would 
iudge to be white, weto eſteeme it black, when the de» 
crees of the Church it ſelfe ſhall be ſo. 

14+ Not inconfiderately to be embroyled in the 
thorny Controuerſyes of Predeſtination : Highly to 
commend Grace, and Fayth,but warily, without preius 
dice of Freewill, and Good works, rn 

15. Notſo toſpeake of the loue, and mercy of God, 
that one ſhould ſeeme thereby to exclude the thoughts, 
and conſiderations of feare,and diuineTuſtice., _ 

4 Bchold the ordinary rules , to preſerue your ſelfe in 
Fayth . If you now deſire to know , how this vertue is 
purifyed, and refined in man's hart, and in what confi. 
ſteth theexcellency of it's ates, behold them heere. Yau 
muſt carefully take heed ; from hauing onely a'dead 
Fayth withour charity,or good workes, which $. CA4- + 
guitine calleth , The Fayth of the Dexill: it 15a night- 
glimmer,obſcure,and melancholy;bur lively Fayth is a 
true beame of the Sunne, The actes of a ſtrong, and li-, 
uely Fayth, are. | | | | 3 

1 To hauegreat, and noble thoughtes of God , as 
that braue Captayne, of whom it is ſpoken in S. ar Hetth. 8+ 
thew, who ſuppoſed the malady, health, death, life of his 
ſeruant abſolutely depended ypon oneſole word of our 
Sauiour,and thought himſelfe vaworthy,he ſhould en-. 
ter into his houſe . Caſ3jus Longinu a pagan , ſolearned. 
that hg was called, the liuing Library , one-day reading 

cp It 2 Geweſis, 
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Geneſis,could not ſufficiently admire the ſublime ſpecu- 
lations, which Moyles had of the Diuinity , when he 
wrot of the world's Creation, and that at the ſound of 
one ſmall word of God, he made the great Mayſter- 
pieces of this vniuerſe to proceed of nothing, as Hzaue, 
Earth , Water, the Sunne, & Moone. 

- 2. To belieue with a great fimplicity , remoued 
from'all manner of curiofity , and niceinquiſition. God 
would not the point of the knife ſhould be lifted vp , on 
' his Aultar to cutit : Si lenaneris cultrum tuum ſuper eo,pol- 
luetur . So likewiſe,the point of humane ſpirit, muſt not 
be rayſed on the Aultar of Fayth , nor the Curtayne 
drawne, to enlighten the myſteries with the torch of 
reaſon. S. Levis was moſt perfett in this degree , who 
would not ſtirre a foote, to behold a miracle in confir- 
mation of his beliefe . | ' 

3- . To belicue with great feruour , eſfteeming no- 
thing impoſſible to your fayth ; as did that ſimple Shoo- 

maker, who vnder a King of the Tartars, remoued a 
mountayne in the ſight of the whole world, by the fer- 
vour , & timplicity of his Fayth. | DP 

' 4. Nottoſtagger, nor be afflicted, when you aske 
any thing of God in your prayers, holding it vndoub- 
ted , that 1t will be graunted , if it be for the greater glo- 
ry of the ſoueraygne Mayſter,, and your more aduan-' 
by ra profit. You muſt alwayes hold your hands lif- 
ted ypin ſome kind, as Moyſes did, euen to the ſetting of 
the Sunne, to vanquiſh our Amalecites. | 

5. Tohauea generous hart, and full of confidence 
in aduerſity , not to admit diſtruſt, during the ſtorme; 
bur with firme footing to expett the conſolation of hea- 
uen , cuen when we Jhall be in the ſhades of death, as 
fayth the Prophet. 

' 6. Little 


C6. Little to prize —_—_ goods in compariſon 
of eternall:to be ready to delpoyle ones (elfe, from al the 
pleaſures , and commodityes of the world , if there be 
any daunger of Fayth, as thatbraue courtier Moyſes , 
who forſooke the contentments of Pharas's Court, to be 
afflited with his owne people. 

7. To'giue Almes liberally, with a firme beliefe, that 
the hand of the poore, is the treaſure of God . 

8. Toimploycuen life it felfe , as ſo many Martyrs 
haue done, & to ſeale your faith with your own bloud: 
This 15 the moſt heroicall a; but yet it ought to be gui- 

"ded by diſcretion . 
4 Now to facilitate the as of Fayth. r. It is good oftE- 
tymes toconſider , how reaſonable, glorious, & full of 
*merit this a& 1s. Reaſonable, to ſubmit-the creature , to © 
the Creatour ; Glorious, to ſee the Soueraygne Lord, fo 
ſerued}, arid honoured , that for the defence of one fole 
word, but once pronounced by his mouth, a thouſand, 
and a thoufand good ſeruants are ready to beſtow theit 
Imes ; Pull of merit, in as much as we giue a free con- 
ſent, voluntary, pious, and not being enforced by ma= 
nifeſt eurdence . x 

2. Tobeoften confounded in the weakeneſſe, and 
incapacity of our ynderſtading, which is found ſo ſhort 
in the knowledge of many petty thinges .There needeth 
no more; but the foote of an Antto ſtay it, and a glaſſe 
of water todrowne it ; what ſtupidity chen, is like this, 
to bedefirous to make ones ſelfe Vnderſtanding, and yet 
to iudge that jmpoflible, which cannot be comprehen- 
ded ig matter of Religion . 

3: Toapply your mind to the conſideration of Ma- 
tives, which may forme in our ſpirit a probability of 
that, which 1s propoſed vnto vs,as are thoſe ] haue na- 

on 2 * ted 
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ted before , & which will giue vs good entrances of the 

preſence of God. 5's 
4+ Toretyrefrom thetoyle of ſenſes,which do no- 

thing , but diſturbe when you conſult with them in 

thinges ſpirituall; and torayſe your ſouleaboue fleſh,to 

 beilluminated by the Sunne of —_— . | 

5. Totakeaway the Obſtacles of all ſortes of Im- 
purity , and namely of Pride ,and all difordinate Aﬀe- 
on. 

6. To ſtrike , at Heauen gate with Prayer , ſceing 
Fayth commeth vnto vs from the treaſures of the Fa- 
ther of Light. | 

Faythſo planted , fortifyed , and manured by good 
workes , illuminateth a ſoule . All the ſavage, and crus 
ell beaſtes, all the brutith paſſions, chimzra's, dreames, 
irreſolutions , which went roaring vp ,'and downgin 
this great forreſt of contuſions amon of the ſhadowes of 
night, are ſcattered as ſoone, as this radiant Sunne be- 
ginneth to diſſipate darkeneſſe, with his diuige rayes, . 

Then is 1t, that a Soule wholy clad with the cleere 
lights of Hope, which cauſerhit ro expect the bleflings 
of the other life, goeth on with a great, and conſtant re- 
ſolutis, as one who hath for ſupport, the infinite power 
of God, whois as faythfull in his promiſes, as rich in cf- 
fets . Behold how this Monſter 1gzorance , 15 oucr- 
throwne by the Armes of Light. T 


Sedtion 
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Sedion V. Of foure other rayes;yyhich 
 _ - ſeruetodiſlipate /pnorance . 


TD 2 E SIDES the torch of Fayth, God alfo gi- 
SAT ucth vs the light of /aderftariding , of Coun- 
5) Ji ſell, Wiſdome , and Prudence, which are vnua- 
 £3SZ&E; Jauble riches, wholy repleniſhing a Soule 
with ſplendor , as ſayth the Prophet 1/ay. The guift of 
Vnderſtanding, doth free ys from a certayne brutiſh= 
neffe , which cauſeth that men tying themſelues only 
to externall,and ſenſible thinges, are perpetually out of 
themſelues:and the Vnderſtanding recalleth them , and 
meketh them to re-enter theyr houſe , to ſee the begin- 
ning,progreſſe, & end of the life of man; from whence 
he commeth, whither he goeth , what will become of 
him. | x _ | 
_ Counſel], enlightneth ys in things doubtful, to take 
a good way . | I 
Wifdome, putterh vs out of an Apprentiſhip, and 
draweth vs from a certayne child:ſhneſſe , which ma- 
keth men, as litle ones, and carnall, mutually entertay- 
ning themſelues vpon temporall things, And the know-_ 
ledge of God rayſeth; and cauſeth them to turne theyr 
faces diretly towards Eternity .. | 
Prudence,conſidereth good, and euill according to 
the quality,and quantity thereof: It exanimeththe cir- 
cumſtances ofactions, and ſheweth vs, what ought to- 
be doneinſucha time,ſuch a place, and ſuch occafions. 
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RY e4ion-U T. | Tvvelue fundamentall 
© Conſiderations of ſpirituall l;fe,partly 
drayvne from that vyorthy man , /obn 


- 


Picus eMuandula , 


XV; R OM the fiuerayes explicated before pro- 
ceed great, and goodly lights , by direQion 
Y of which a life wholy new , is begun. 7ohjs 
Z Pics of Miranda, a great, and remarkable 
man, held for a prodigy of ſpirit, as he then much taſted 
the content of ſpirituall life, enlightned by the rayes of 
a wiſdome abſolutely celeſtiall, eftabliſhech twelue co- 
{iderations, which we ought continually to meditate 
on,for the practiſe of the knowledg of God. 
I. The firſt; The nature, and dignity of man, to 
wit , thatthe firſt , and ceaſcleſſe oy ao Pa of man, 
ſhould be man himſelfe, tofec what he hath been, what 
heis, and what he ſhall be. What he hath been, Nothing; 
what heis, a Reſonable creature ; what he ſhall be, a 
gueſt of Paradiſe, or of Hell zof an eternall felicity, or 
of aneuerlaſting vnhappyneſſe . What heis , according 
to nature; A Mayſter-piece, where many prerogatiues 
meete togeather ; a Body compoſed of a merueylousar- 
chiteture a Souleendowed with Vnderſtanding, Rea- 
fon, Spirit, Iudgement , Will, Memory , Imaginati- 
- ons, Opinions : A ſoule, which flyeth in an inſtant from 
"one Pole, to the other, and deſcendeth euen to the Cen= 
'ter of the world, and mounteth to the top ; which is 
foundin aninſtantina thouſand ſeuerall places, which 


1inbra- 
ba . Ee 
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imbraceth the whole world without rouchingit,which 


octh, which ghetereth, which ſhineth, which ger | 
ich; 


1nto all the treaſures, and magazins of Nature, w 
findeth out all ſorres of inuentions., which inuenteth 


artes, which gouerneth Commonwealths, which diſpo. . 


ſeth worlds. 


In the meane tyme , ſhe beholdeth aboutherſelfe an, 


infinite number of doggs,that barke at her happyneſſe, 
and endeauour to bite her on euery fide. Loue fooleth 
her', Ambition turmoyleth her, Auarice ruſteth her, & 


Luſt enflames her,V aine hopes ſooth her, Pleaſures melt. 
her, Dz(payre ouerbeares her, Choller burnes her , Ha- 


tred filleth her with gall, Enuy gnaweth her , Icalouſy, 
ricketh her , Reuengeenrageth her, Cruelty maket 
bh (auage, Feare froſteth her , Sorrow conlumeth her. 


This poore Soule, ſhut vp in the body, as a bird of Para-, 


diſe ina cage, is altogeather amazed , to ſee herſelfe al- 
ſayled by all this mutinous multitude , and though ſhe 
haue a ſcepter in her hand to rule, ſhe notwithſtanding 
ofc ſuffereth her ſelfe to be deceyued, rauihhed, & dreg- 
ged a long into a miſerable ſeruitude. What man 1s, 
through ſinne? Vanity, Weakeneſle , Inconſtancy, Mi- 
ſery , Malediction . What he becommeth by Grace? A 
child of light , a Terreſtriall Angell, the Sonne of a ce-. 
leſtiall Father by adoption , brother, and coheyre of Ie- 
ſus Chriſt , a veſſell of elet1on ,the Temple of the ho-, 
ly Ghoſt. What he may arriue vnto by glory f To bean 
inhabitant of heauen, who ſhallſee the ſtarres vnder his 
feete , which he hath oner his head , who jhall be filled 
with the fight of God , his beginning, hus end , his true, 
only, and originall "eliacbes. n 
2. The benefits receyued of God,conſidered in ge- 
acrall, as thoſe of Creation, Conſervation , Redemp- 
ON K k tion, 
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tion, Vocation; and in particular , the guifts of the bo- 

FF ,of the ſoule, of nature, of capacity ,ability, Induſtry, 

Dexterity , Waryneſſe, Nobility , Offices, Authority, 

Meanes, Credit, Reputation, Good ſuccelle of aitaires, 

and ſuch like, which are giuen to vs from heauen; as in- 

ſtruments to worke our Saluation. And ſomerimes one 
of the greateſt bleſlings,1s,that which few eſteeme a be- 
nefit, not to haue ail theſe aduantages which lead a 

haughry ſpirit, weake,and worldly, euen toa headlong 

precipice ; but quite contrary ,good dilauantages, in the 

opinion of the world, to put him 1nto the eſtimation of 

heavenly things. Man beholding what he hath beene, 

what heis, what will become of him , from whence he 

proceedeth, whither he goth, and how the vnion with 

God his beginning, 1s his Scope, But, and Ayme ; if he 

doth that, which reaſon didtaterh to him , he inſtantly 

taketha reſolution neyrther to haue Veyne, Sinew , nor 

Artery, which tendeth nor to his end,to conquer his pa(- 

ſions,and no longer toſerue creatures, but for as much, 

as he ſhall know them profitable toarriue at his Crea- 

Bers, de tour. Serua commiſſum , expecta promiſſum, cave prohibitum . 

grads bu= Enery creature {peaketh thele words to man. O man 

nil, keepe what is giuen to thee, expet what 15 promiſed 
thee, and auoyd whatis forbidden thee. 

*-3- The third con{ideration,is the paſſion of theſonne 
of God,a bottomleſle 4byſe of dolours, Scornes, Annihi- 
htions, Loue , Mercy, Wiſdome , Humility , Patience , 
Charity , the Booke of Bookes, the Science of Sciences, 
the Secret of Secrets , the Shop where all good reſoluti- 
ons are forged, where all yertues are wy aTY where all 
knots are tyed of holy obligations, = {choole, where 
all Martyrs are made, all Confeſſours, all Saints. Our 
weakeneſle , our faintnelle , come not, but for want of | 
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beholding this table of exceſſe. Whoeuer would open 
his mouth to complayne of doing roo much , of ſutfe#- 
ring too much, to be too much abaled, roo much deſpi- 
ſed, too much turmoyled, if he conſidered the life of 
God,deliuered ouer,and abandoned for him, toſo pain- 
full labour , ſo horrible confuſions , ſo-jinſupportable 
torments? Nolp viuere {ine vulnere , cum te videam unine= 
ratum. O my God, my wounded God! As long, as __ 
ſhall ſee thy wounds, I will neuer liue without wound. : 

The examples of all Saints , who haue wayted 
on the King in the way of the Croſſe . When we conſi- 
der the progreſle of Chriſtianity , and the ſucceſſion. of 
ſo many ages , whereloeuer our conſideration: fetterh 
foote, it findeth nothing, bur the bloud of Martyrs,co- 
batts of Virgins, prayers , teares , faſtings , ſackcloth , 
hayrecloth, afflictions, perſecutions of lo many Saints, 
who haue (as it were) wonne heauen by-mayne farce. 
Such haue been found,who bad heertofore filled ſepul- 
chers with their members, torne with the engines,and 
{words of perſecution, and yet werealtue tocndure, & 
ſuffer in their bodyes, who had'more wounds,then parts 
of their bodyes to be tormented. Remorabantar in lace de- 290 be. 
tenti, quorum membris pleni erant tummwli . Is it notaſhame, ba ag ": 
to haue the ſame name,the ſame Baptiſme,the ſame pro- * 
feſlion, & yet to be always de(irous to tread ypon roſes, 
to beembarqued in this great ſhip of Chriſtianity, with 
ſo many braue ſpirits , which eucn at this houre dayly 
do wonders 1n the world , and to goe vnder haches to 
ſleep in the bottome of the vedell, as needlefſe outcaſts, 
and the very Scornes of reaſonable Nature? . | 
5- Thepeaceofa good Conſcience, the inſeparable 
companion of honeſt men, which ugreth all theyr tea- 
res, which feaſoneth all theyr acerbityes , which diffol- 
K k 2 ueth 
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ueth all theyr ſharpneſſe ; a perpetuall banquet, aporta- 
tiue Theater , a delicious Torrent of inexplicable con- 
tentment, which begin in this world, and which many 
times are feltcuen in chaynes, priſons, and perſecu- 
tions. What will it be, when the confummation ſhall 
be made in the other world , that the curtayne of the 
_ great Tabernacle ſhall be drawne, that we ſhall ſee God 
Gas ro face,in a body, impaſlibleas an angell, ſubtile as 
a ray of light, ſwiftas the wings of thunder, radiant as 
the tun ; and that he be beheld amongſt ſo goodly , and 
| flouriſhing a company ,in a pallace of meftimable glory, 
and that one ſhall lead no other life, but that of God, of 
the knowledge of God , of the loue of God, as long as 
God ſhall be God. Neſcio quid erit,quod ifta vita non erit: 
vbi lucet quod non capit locus, vbi ſonat quod non rapit tem- 
pns,vbi olct quod non ſpareit flatus , whr ſapit quod non mi- 
uit edacitas, vbi heret , quod non dincllit aternitas. What 
will become of this lifez nay, what will nor become of 
this life, fince all the goods thereof, eyther are nor, or 
are in ſuch a life ;of I1ghtes, which Place cannot com- 
prehend;of voyces,and harmonyes, which Tyme can- 
not take from vs;of odours, which neuer are ſcattered;a 
feaſt which neuer 15 finiſhed;a bleſſing, which Eternity 
well may giue, but of which, it neuer ſhall-ſec an end. 

6. 'It15 to be conſidered on: the other {ide the condi- 
tion of this preſent life; A truc-dreame, which hath the 
diſturbances of ſleepe , and neuer the repoſe; a childiſh 
amuſement ; a toyle of burdenfome, and euer relapſing 

actions, wherefor one roſe a thouſand thornes are fond, 
for one ounceof hony,, a tin of gall; for bleſſings in a- 
parence,emls 1n ſubſtance. The moſt happy there count 
- their yeares, and cannot reckon their griefs. The car- 
reres of the greateſt honours,are there all of Ice, & ofte- 
times 
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times are not bounded, but with headlong ruins His fe- 
licityes are floating Hands, which allways recoile back- 
ward atthat time, when wethinke to rouch. them with 
our finger. They are the feaſtes of Heliogabalus , where 
thereare many 1nuirations, many ceremonyes, many 
reuerences, many ſeruices , andat the end thereof, we 
find a Table, and a banquet of waxe, which melts be- 
fore the fire, & from whence wereturne more hungry , 
then we came. Itis the enchaunted egge of 0r79mazes, 
wherin this Impoſtour vaunted to haue encloſed all the g, zyy,. 
happinefſe of the world, and in breaking , there was rus in pa. 
found nothing, but wind. Ommia hec conſpectui noftro inſi- ©" 
diofas coloribus lenocinantur : vis illa oculorum attributa lumi< 
ni , non applicetur errort. : 

All theſe proſperityes flatter our ſenſes, with an im= 
oſture of falſe colours : why do we ſuffer thoſe eyes to 
b. taken in the ſnares of error, which are giuen to.vs by 
hexu?n to behold the light, and not miniſter tolying ? 
Yea, that which greatly ſhould diſtaſt vs-in this preſent 
life, is, weliuein anage ſtuifed with maladyes, asold 
age withindiſpoſitions. We hue ina world greatly cor- 
rupted,of which may beſayd,it is a Monſter whole vn- 
derſtandingis.a pit of darknefſs:Reaſon, a ſhop of mal- 
lice; Will, a hel, where a thouſand paſſions cutragioully. 
deuoure him : His eyes are two.conduu-pipes of fire, 
from whence fly ſparkles of Concupiſcence; Histon- 
gue,aninſtrument of maledit1on; His viſage, a painted 
Hypocriſy, His body a Sponge of ordures; His hands, the 
Tallons of Harpy:s : And finally ſeemeth to haue no 0- 
ther Fayth, bur Infidelity; no law, but his Paſſion; no 
other God, but his owne belly. What contentment can 
x be to hue withſucha Monſter ? 
7- Itchere bepleaſures 1n life, they do nothing, but 
k 3 a lite. 
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a little ſlightly overflow the hart, witha ſupesficiall de- 
tetation -ſadneſle diueth into the bottome of our hart, 
and when itis there , you will ſay it hath feete of lead , 
neuer' to forſake the place: But pleaſure doth footh vs 
--only in the outward parts of the skinne, & al her {weet 
waters, run down with full fpeed into the ſalt fea. Be- 
hold wherfore S. Awendinlayd, when any proſperity 
_prefented it ſelfe to his eyes , he durſt not touchit. He 
[ooked vpon pleaſure,as vpon a fleeting Bird which ſce- 
meth (as it were ) ready to be ſeized, and flyeth away as 
ſoone, as euer he ſeeth himſelfe almoſt ſurprized . 
$8. Pleaſures, are borne in the (ſenſes, and like abor- 
tiues are confumed.n their birth : Their deſires are full 
of diſturbances , their acceſle 15 of violent , forced , and 
turbulent agitations:Their ſatiety is farced with ſhame, 
and repentance: They paſſe away after they haye wea- 
ryed the body, and leaue it like a bunch of grapes , the 
iuyce whereof is extracted by the preſſe , (as ſayth Sazzr 
Bernard ) : They holdit a'goodly matter, to extend their 
fulnefſe ; it muſt end with life; And itis a great hazard, 
if during life it ſelfe , they ſerue not their Hoſt for an 
exccutioner. I ſee no greater pleaſure in the world, then 
Tertul, & *h< contempt of pleafure : Nulla maior voluptas, quam vo- 
ſpeftac, luptatts faFtidinm . | 
. 9. Man , which waſtcth his Tyme in-pleaſures , 
when they are ſlipped away , muchlike the waters en- 
gendred by aſtorme, findeth himſelfe abandoned , as a 
pilgrime _—_— by a Theefe. So: many golden har- 
_ veſts , which tyme preſented to himare aſſed , and the 
ruſt of a heauy Age furniſheth with - nothing , but 
thornes , ſorrowes to haue done 1ll , and 1nabilityes of 
of doing well: what then remayneth to be ſaid, but what 
the miſerable King ſayd , who gaue his Scepter , for a 
glaſſe 
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glaſſe of water, Mas , naw#t 1 for ſojhort a pleaſure, looſe ſo 
great a Kingdome ? | 

10. Euill alwayes beareth forrow behind it; byr 


not true pennance. It 1s a moſt particular fauour of 


God , to haue tyme to bemoane the finnes of our paſ- 
ſed life, and to take occaſion by the forelocke. Many are 
packedaway into the other world, without euer havin 

thought of their paſlage, & ſuch ſuppoſe they ſhall haue 
many teareSat their death, who ſhall not haue one good 
act of repentance .They bewayle the finnes, which for 
ſake them, and not God, whome they haue loſt. True 
Contrition is a hard piece of worke; How can he me- 


Ambr « 4, 


de pnica 


ritit, who willingly hath euerdemerited ? Facilius inne- pevit. 
ni, 91s innoccntian ſcruarent, quam quiconerut peritentiang we 


agcrent « 

+ 11. Inthe meane tymedeath approacheth apace: Ic 
expeteth vs atall houres, in all places , and you cannot 
attend it one {ole minute ; So much this thought dif. 
pleaſerh you, the decrees therof are more clcere, & per- 
{picuous , then if they were written with the beames of 
.the Sunne; and yet we cannot read them . His trumpet 
foundeth perpetually more iatelligibly then thunder, & 
we ynderſtand it not. Itis no wonder, that Daxid in the 
48. Pſabme , calleth it an Zn1i2m, every one beholdeth 


the Table, and few know theſenſe of it. Notwithſtan= 


ding it:is a caſe concluded, we mnſt makea long farwell 


from all thinges,, which appertayne to life, that can be 


exrended no further, then life it ſelfe : anditis a caſe re- 
ſolued, that Serpents, and Wormes muſt beinherned in 
a houſe of darkeneſſe. It1s a goodly leſſon , whoſocuer 
can well learneit . To know 1t well once, it muſt every 
day.be ſtudyed. Nothing is ſeene every where , but 
watches, clocks, and dyalls lome of gold , ſome of {il- 

uer,, 
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uer , and others enchaſed with pretious ſtones. They 
aduertiſe vs of all the houres , but of that , which ſhould 
be our laſt ; and ſince they cannot ſtrike that houre , we 
muſt makeit ſound in our Conſcience. At the very in- 
ſtant, that you read this, a thouſand, & a thouſand (per- 
haps ) ofſoules, vnlooſned from the body , are prefen- 
ted before the tribunall of God ; what would you do, if 

Diodor, &- you were preſently to beare them company ? Omniaiits 

pud Mex. contemnito,quibus  ſolutws corpore non indigebis. There 1s but 

a one word: Timely deſpiſein your body , the things of 
which you ſhall haue no need out of your body . 

12. Yourſoule ſhall go out, & of all the attendants 

Apoce 14+ of life, ſhall haue nothing, but good, & bad by her ſides. 

_———_— If ſhe be ſurprized in mortall ſinne, Hell ſhall be her 

Wo " ſhare; Hell de great lake of the Anger of God ;Hellthe 

Hugol.4. common ſewer of all the ordures of the world ; Hell the 

deanimis foro. houſe of eternall fre; Hell, a depth without bot- 
tome, where there is noeuill, but we may expe , nor 
good, which may be hoped . Behold the twelue Conft- 
derations , which this moſt worthy man vſed , to dire& 
himſelfe in the courſe of a vertuous hfe; and they alrea- 
dy had got ſo much ypon his ſpirit , that he refolued af- 
ter he had finiſhed certayne workes, which he then had 
in hand,to diſtribute all his goods among poore, and go 
barefoote through the Cittyes, Townes, and Villages , 
carrying a Crucifix in his hand , to preach the Croſſe, 
*and the bleflings of the other life, imploying his whole 
tallent , which God had giuen him to his ary But 
death preuented him, 
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Section 4 [ L. Tyyelue Maximes df, Wit —_ 
dome , yyhich ariſe from. the tyvelue, 
_ precedent Conſiderations. 


Maximes of Wiſdome ariſe, greatly neceſſa- 
ry for any, that would enioy a true happy- 
«1 ... Thefirſt is , ro giyeto every thing his eftimati- 
on, ſince the beginning of our vnhappyneſle procee- 
deth from a falſe valew which we ſet vpon creatures:It 
merueylouſly importeth, to eſtimate cuery thing accor.- 
| ding to-3t's worth . That good man Epidterus, ſayd'more 

. then one would thinke , when he gaue this aduife.- My 
friend if thou loueſt a Pot , remember thy ſelfe , it is 
Pot, Migrnoe «r XuJar Sigyns T's LUTg@) SHgyns » For wan tof rhe 
knowledge of the price gf what 'we loue, we put Gad 
vnder the. Aultar, and Vice abous, to allow ut the beſt 
partof the Incenſe. _ 46 : OY 
_..2, . Far this cauſe iris neceſſary dayly to endeauonr 
to enfranchize our ſelues., from the opjniogs'of rhe 
world, and'to yſe.not the hallzace of witked Changer, 
of whome the Scripture ſayth;, Chanaan in manu 61 Ha- 
tera doloſa, but the ballance of Ieſus Chriſt, which is the 0fe 12-16 
Croſle. Fhere it is , that we ought to weigh , the”plea- 
fing,and} roficable, gogd andeuilt ;ſowfe, and (weet, 
Time,and Eternity,and to proportion our jud oements, 
reſolutions, deſignes, actions, proceedings to this great 
ballance, which cannot deceyue, ys; And as weare ex=- 
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teriourly to rehiſt., this torrent of popular opinions , fo 
weinteriorly have our paffions , which we mnſt necef-. 
farilyextirpate. To giuea iudgement vponeuery thing 
with full liberty , otherwiſe they caſt chaffe into our 
&ycs, and fo blind ys . 
3+ Toliveheere, asa pilgrime of the world, difar- 
ray2d, and robbed ofall; Toeſteeme nothing our own, 
but our felues. All that which maketh vs defye,quarrell, 
conteit, accuſe God and man , is, that we haue chought 
our ſelucs to be proprietaryes of thole things, of which 
Zpif, Ew- he hauc only , but the vſe : We mult /ſayth EZpiderms ) 
cbir. 6. ut« take all the bleſlings, and honours of the world, as a 
paſseger, who going out of a ſhip, ſhould gather cockle- 
ſhells vypon the ſand , and ever hath his eye vpon the 
ſhip , to which he is engaged. $474: Chryſoitome maketh 
{ach account of this Maxime, that heſayth , there is bur 
one vertuein this world, that cauſF#th all other vertues, 
which1s,to carry ones ſelfe,as a Pilgrime of this world, 
and a Cittyzen of Paradiſe. 
4+ Tohaueca very good opinion of the'prouidence 
of God, who couereth (as it were) ynder the ſhadow of 
his royall mantle, all creatures'. SajarAugufine fayth 
that God hath not made the world , afterward to leaue 
it, like a Carbine , who hath ſhot of his piſtoll :' Nox fe- 
cit, & abijt.. He gouerneth,, & defenderh it , ned en 
Nurſe, who driueth away the. waſpe from, her infants, 
face, whileſt it ſecurely ſI:epeth: he yieldeth himſelfe 
accountable for all the hayres on our head. And doſt 
thou then [{ayth S. Az2uitine ) feare ro periſh ,"conh- 
ding 1n God? One hayre taken from why head ,wirhoyt 
thy knowledge,or feeling, ſhall not perith;and ſhall thy 
faule be deſtroyed, which is the roote of all thy thoghrs, 
and of all thy vnderſtandings,? If God ſo —_ thy 
4 4 uper- 
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ſuper flunyes, what will he do thy treaſures ? Times ergo 
ne pereas , cit capillus non peribit f $5 fie tua: cuttodinttnr 
ſaper flus,iy quanta ſecuritate eH ayima tua? Now petrt 6xpihe 
tus , quem Cars tondetur non ſentes , > perit anima per quary 
ſents? Truſt with confidence in the prouidence of God, 
if you detire alwayes to le content. If your life be x 
feaſt, the diuine Prouidence 3s the ſalt, which ſeaſonech 
it . If chat be a pilgrimage , this is the ſtaife . If that be'z 
nighr , this 1s t 

ſeely buckler.If you will ſleep, it is a bed of repoſe. Our 
life 15 compoſed of three ſhadowes , which are Tyme 
paſt, preſent, and future , Will you haue a good ſhare 
them all, fayd that admirable Emperour Marcus CAwu- 
relius? diſpole Tyme paſt to Forgetfulneſſe; the preſent 
to candify , and Iuſtice ; the future to Prouidence. 

5. To know the wayes of this ſacred Proutdence,, 
we muſt take heed not to be wile, like ſome high arro- 
gant,and ſcattered ſpirits, who boaſt to wander,& alie- 
nare themſelues from the way , which all Saintes haue 
held,and ſearching out new parhs, find euery-where 114 
luſtons,and precipices. All theſe Jouers of innouztion; & 
proper __ are Pharao's' Counſellors , who haue 
drunkeinthe Cup of giddinefſe, | 

Thoreis likwile foud a litle book'of Apophthegmes 
tranſlated out of Arabique into Latin by/Drwſzs'; which 
ſpcaketh theſe remarkable words. 1#terrogare ſapientem, 
dimidia ſapientia eft. Homo ſapiens eft , qlamdin quarit ſa= 
pientiam,vbi autem putat,ſe ad eius culmen perueniſſe, deſipite 
To conſult with the wiſe is to be already halfe wiſe -A 
manis wile ſolong,as heſecketh wifdome, and when 
he (uppoleth he hath throughly attayned it, then is it, he 
becommeth a foole . 

6. ' To haueanafſuredicope to ayme et, not only itt 
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gecncrall,with 1s,toſceke 1a all things the greateſt glory 
of God, and ones owne faluation, but alſo 1n particular 
to-make and propoſe to your ſelfe, a regular, and well- 
pondered courſe of life. Some haue fo many affayres 
that they haue not leyſure eyther coliue, or dye; others 
haue.nothing to do, and are prgmacty wandring, and 
( as1t were) looking for the key of their houſe, and 
neuer entring intoit. You mult take in hand ſome em- 
_ ployment, and moderateretyrement, therein following 
theinſpiation of God, anincention pureto hue in the 
place which ſhall be moſt proper for vs, to vnite our 
icluesto him , according to our capactty; followin 
with all the conſultation which we ought to make mich 
our owne naturall conſtitution , the dire&tion of thoſe 
. who know, and gouerne vs, prouided they be-difinter- 
elled, from-theyr owne paſſions. It is a bulyneſſe of no 

mall impos:ance, to haue good ſuccelſe heerein. Some 
find, without thinking thereof, the conditions, which 
ſeemelowed to theyr nature, as the neaſt of the Halcyon 
to his body... Others, for that they haue made a falſe 
ſcp arcenforced to bite thebridleall- their life ume ,if 
by patience they do nor: corre the defects of their car- 
riage Aboue all things tis conuenient, to purify heere 
your intentions , and if you muſt bzaembarqued 1a the 
Court-life, not-ro come thither; a [a/ai& wy, or Manme+ 
lake , to make a fortune, and do nothing els. 

7. To imbiace atrue, and fold piety, ſuch as our 
Fathers haue conligned ouer to vs 1n all 6mplicity, and 
ſuch as thz 'Church inſtrucetrn vs. Not to playſter, nor 
diſguiſe ir, for the accommodation of thele petry. ends: 
fach a practiſe 15 a great abhomination, which 1n- con - 
cluiion cannot auoyd dreadfull; and 9/4 _an" 


dents ., You mult ſerue God interioucly with greatfin- 
| cerity 


« 
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 cerity of hart , and moſt pure thoughts of his Maieſty; 
exteriourly applying your ſelfe to ordinary ſeruices, 8& 
ceremonyes, with molt tincere freedome , without ſu- 
perſticions, fcruples , vanicyes , preſumptions ; fingula- 


rityes . Bzhold ſaith Syzcſt 4 , th2 Batis of the eſtate;,and __— 
totail greatnetle of man ; Kenrzi; aoPaxis i) ns boner T6 % yea Arcads 


tunidor, ; 

$ . To make toyour felfe a ſoule whichis ina cer- 
tayne temper of honeſty , confiſting in well following, 
the l1ght of nature, and the rouch ——_—_— tea- 

. Cheth vs we muit do to another, all that which we 
would; ſhould by others be done tovs., and not to offer 
to another, what wediflike in our ſelues . Behold the 

-:road- way of honeſty , and whoſoeuer forſaketh it, to 

. become crafty ,cuer by-afling to his preteded aduitages, 
fhail in the end of his account , find |uimietfe deceyued . 


Thar great forementionedEmperour Axtoninw layth , guy, : 
the Wiſdome of man coniiſteth in — : Well tO in Vicaſuas 


-behaue himſelfe rowards God, whichis done by morti- 
 ficationof his paſſions ; and with men , which is eife- 
Qed by ſparing , and tollerating them, euery where do- 
ing good; and after to haue his eares prepared to heare 
-eull. | Mats 
9. To gouernehis deſyres within thelimits of his 
capacity and modeſty. It is a;greatnote of folly; to at= 
.temprall things,and do nothing. To be turmoyled with 
the preſent, and to haue allwayes the throate of an enra= 
ed concupiſcence, gaping after the time to come. To 
| be vexed with himſfcife , and not to be of power to re- 
- poſe within himſelfe. To make the ſteps of honour, the 
degrees ob his ruine. To rayſea fortune , like a huge Co- 
loſſus , ro make it fall vpon his owne ſhoulders; and to 
leaueno other witneſles of big greatneſſe, but the prints 
ijnfd I 3 
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of his fall. It is athing very difficultto hauc much, and 


| Impoſſibleto haue all , but it 15 ſo eafy a matter to deſpiſe 


all, thatit confiteth in nothing , burina bare refuſall. 
Contemmere onnia quiuts pote#t, omia habere nemo . 
10. Toprocureſuchan equality of ſpirit,ſo euen , fo 
regular that heſcarcely feele the approach of happines , 
& when itis loſt, not to make any ſhew of it .To behold 
the good of another man , as his owne, and his owne as 
another mans. To hold riches, and honours, as a River 
thatglideth to day with you, to morow with another. 
Itzs . nature thereof allwayes to runne gently; what 
wrong doth it to vs? When proſperity yo, eur on you, 
looke back vp6 auoractich commeth in the Rere, 
and remember you haue ſcene tall ſhips loſt in the har- 
bour,euen ( as 1t were) 1n 1eſt. Sz;zt Augnfine pleaſed to 
repeate that verſe of Yirevll; . 
HMene ſalis placidi vultum , flulluſy, quietos © 
Tgnorare inbes? — —_ 
defirous therby to ſignify to vs, that we ſhould nomore 
confide in the proſperityes of the world, then we ſhould . 
to a ſtill ſea, who 1n his over great calme oftimes figu- 


—_—_ a—_— 


'reth out to vs the acere aproaching tempeſt. Braue,and 


valorous Captaines hecretofore made a Sacrifice to 
Warre in the miaſt of Peace, and 1n the midſt of Warre, 
drefled Alrars ro Peace ; to declare that in good, we 
ſhould line in diſtruſt of 11], & in euill in hope of good, 
but in both one, and the other , ever in equality . This 


verily is one of the Maiſter-pieces of wiſdome , which 
. God —_ to ſpirits greatly reſigned ,, and who 


haue patied through the moſt thin , and (lender Searces. 

11. Tobchaucones ſelfe prudently in all kind of 
occaſions,to examine the Tenents, and vtmoſt bounds, 
the original , progrefie, end, Neuer to wudge, __ 
z on 


— — 
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hane ſeene the bottome of the buſynefle, and there to 
carry your ſelfe, that if che ſuccefſe cannot wayte on 
our defires, wemay not iuftly accuſe either any crooked 
incention,or want of difcretion: We are Maiſters of our 
wils, but God hath reſerued to himſclfe the Commaund 
ofeuents . | 

12. To be allwayes ready to depart from hEnce 


cheerfully, when death ſhall ſound the rerraite: S.\Chry- Chiſoft, 
ſoftome fayth frnely, This life is a neſt framed of ſtraw, 59m 
and morter ; we are the Jitle birds: ſhall we purrify in Gn, 


ſtench of this wicked neſt? If deuotion hath made vs 
wings, why are we ſlothfull?Ler vs brauely monnt,and 
take that flight, which our Eagle tracked out ynto'vs,18 
the day of t15 Aſcenfion. 


Aller rr rt 
moe" Meth al. 8 
w—_ w. 


SedtionV III. The Practiſe of 
Dewotion, and Prayer, 


3, NE of the ſhorteſt wayes togaine wiſdome, 
15 to be deuout, Deuotion 1s (as it were) the 
HIS flame, and lightning-flaſh of charity; and it1s. 
KN DY properly a prompt, and affectionats viuacity 
in things, which concerne the ſeruice of God. It princ1- 
pally ſhineth in prayer,and in the exerciſe of the works 
of Mercy. | 
Prayer, as fayth the great Saint Dionyſins the Areo- 
pagite,1s-(as.1t were} achayne of. Gluer, which haggeth 


from heauen downeward, todraw man vpfrom earth, 


aq a mp 
and to-vnite him to God... It is.the mount Thahor , where P__ | 
anadmirable Tragsfiguration .is made. of the ſoule of 2m 


GindiIt is the ſpirit, which ſpeaketh to God, which pb 7 
I'C 
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rethitſelfe on God : in concluſion is coloured by God ; 


Geneſ.30. euen as lacob's Ewes did denote their burthen to be of 


K. Cory. © 


the ſame colour , of which thoſe wands were, that fted- 
faſtly.they beheld. Iris it , which the Apoſtle pleaſed to 
fay : Gloriam Domini ſpeculantes, in candem imaginem tranſ= 
ormamur,a claritate in claritatcm, tanquam a Domini ſpiritu. 

Prayer 15 the conduit of grace: itis, as very well S. 


; Ephrem hath {ayd, the ſtandard of our warfare, the c6- 


| Cefle of tyme , 15 verily that, whichthe Prophet 1/ay-cal- 
TY A Vo IH) 030282! TTY IITIONSED © 1] 


ſeruation of our peace, the bridle of our impatience , 
the guardian.of Temperance , theſeale of virginity,the 
Aduocate of offenders , the conſolation of the afflicted, 
the (epulture of thedying : For the wſt are buryed in 
prayer, as the Phenix in perfumes ,Prayer dothall . A 
Chriſtian without prayer , 15 a Bee without ſting , who 
will neyther make hony , nor waxe. It 1s tolittle pur- 
e, topropolevnto you, the myſteryes of fayth, and 
the Maximes of Chriſtian wifdome , if you vie not me- 
ditation to ruminate them ; it 15 as meate caſt into a ſto- 
macke without diſzeſtion , which will do more hurt, 
then good ,notof 1t's owne nature, but by your diſpo- 
ſition, which 1s bad. From hence proceed the defola- 
tions of theearth , from hence are deriued fo many fal- 
les, ſo many miſeryes , that men apply not themſelues 
to taſt the thinges of God in prayer. That which oughe 
to incite vs to his Exerciſe is, firſt the neceiſity , which 
150 great, that 1n matter of ſpirituall life, it1s as requi- 
fice topray,as in the animall life to breath : Os meu a- 
perni , > attraxt ſpiritum . We are choked with fleſh and 
fat, and the flames of concupiſcence , if vpon all occa- 
fions'we open not our-mouth;to take the gentle galc'of 


© Secondly the pleaſure that we therein take in pro- 


eth, 


CEE is 
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leth, Sabbatum delicatum : The delicate Sabaoth. As much 9/36 
as to ſay;The delicious repoſe of the foule. The Corpo- 
rall eye , as ſayth that Learned Prelate William of Paris, 
maketh his repaſt , vpon the beauty of the fields, the 
flowers,the heauens, the ſtars , and on all the obieas, 
whichare found in this Vniuerſe. But theeye of cotem- 
plation by the meanes of prayer,nouriſheth itfelfe with 
the excellency of God, and perfe&tions of IE SV, 

Thirdly , theneatneſle, and perfeRion of theſoule, 
which 1s drawne from this excerciſe , ought toſerue ys, 

as a ſpeciall ſpurre. There it is (ſaith Alberts Magnus) 
that we cary our mouths euen to the ſource, and well- 
ſpring of vertue. There it 15, that God 1s knowne , and 
knowing him, we loue him, & in louing him, we ſearch 
him , in ſearching him, we take paynes, and in taking 


paynes,we find him. 
In the fourth place , we haue the example of our 
Sauiour , who for our inſtruction ſpent the nightes in 
rayer z Pernoctans in oratione Det : che example of the / 


Apoſtles, & all Saintes, who haue practiſed, and recome 
mended this Excerciſe to vs. 


— 


rr 


Sedion [ X, Necellity of Confeſlion. 


WMONG the excerciſes of Deuotion , are 
Confeffion, Communion, Meditation, ſpiri- 
tuall Leſſon , and the fruite , which we draw 
EJB, from the word of God. Concerning thepra- 
Aiſle of Confeſſion,we will only ſpeake with much Lo 
uity thereof , for at this preſent there are great ſtore of 


bookes, which teach this method, Y nderſtand a true ob- 
Mm | ſeruas 


© 
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ſeruation, made by S. Augu#tine , that the beginning of 
our good workes, is the accuſation of our euill. If you- 
defire vtterly to forſake the animall life, to arraunge. 
our ſelfein the ſpirituall, put in the Forefront, a good 
enerall Confeflion. 

Neceflity ſeemeth to require it, for the reaſons, 
which follow . Firſt how many fins are left by the way, 
how many by culpable ignorance, ſometime through 
feare,and ſhame, and other reprehenible manners ? Se- 
condly what inualidityes , and nullityes of Confeſſion 
may happen ?'Now by the defect of the Prieſt , who. 
perhaps hath not ſufficient inrifdiction.; ſometime by. 
your indiſpoſition, who neyther will haue forrow , nor 
good purpoſe of amendment, and ſometime for other- 
circumſtances. Thirdly, who ſeeth-not , that the foun- 
dation of a life truly Chriſtian, is Humility.? And we 
know not how better to attayne this vertue , but by.re- 
preſenting to our {clues , no longer by piece-meale, 
but wholy in grofſe, the youth, the follyes , the ſlacke- 
nee, negligences, intidelityes , andimpurityes of our 
paſſed life. All that , comming'to powre itlelfe.vpon: 
our conſideration, like a great ſquadron , necefjarily 
ſtirreth in vsa great confuſion , and.dolour for our in-- 
gratitude. 

In the fourth place we ordinarilyſee, thoſe , who: 
dewly make this act, vnfolded , and delivered in all his. 
particulars, do come (as1t were) out of the. fornace: 
{parckling with radiant brightneſſe, ro forme a life, ab- 
folutely new .You, therein obſerue a Conſcience moſt. 


' curious, intentions better reatifyed , affetions more. 


purified, a promptnefle better awakened for the ſeruice 
of God, a modeſty more regular in proſperity, a hart 
more eleuated in aduerſity, a more generous co tempt of 


the 
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the world . Briefly , although one ſhould reape,/burthis 
only good, which is the peace, and tranquillity of Con- 
ſcience, it would alwayes be a matter meruaylouſly re. 
commendable. And we know by experience , many 
conſciences tormeted with diuers remorſes, & fcruples, 
after a generall confeſlion haue found themſelues who- 

ly me." , and haue begun to breath a more benigne 
ayre of the mercyes of God. 
To. proceed therein, it is good, to ſound well your 
hart aforchand, and deſcend to the knowledge of your 
ſelfe ; whichis a piece of noſmal] importance. 


Setion X. Thepractiſe of Confeſſion, .." 


HE hartofman is alittle Abyſle, whichſee- 
methneyther to haue bounds, bottome , nor 
ſhore : Prauum cor homins & inſcrutabile, ſayd Hmm, 
AD2-&0F the Prophet . The Hebrew readeth in the 17» 
ſameplace, that it15 a go whoeſcapeth from vs, 
like an Eele, when wethinke to hold it, it oftentymes 
 ouerthroweth vs. FOR 
The great S. ce Macarins, aſſureth vs, it is alittle Veſ- Macer; 
ſel], bur Fu of Cauernes, Labyrinths , Precipices ; Ly- #9 4 
ons , Serpents, and other yenenous beaſtes. Moreouer 
Selfe-loue, which oftentimes like a wicked watchman 
placeth\himſelfe at the gate of our hart, will notſuffer 
Truth to aproach.It maketh him thinke,it is too crude, 
drye , auſtere, old, wrinckled to be preſented toſucha 
Prince. In the meane ryme,itrelateth all things to the 
hart to his owne aduantage, and entertayneth it withra 
thouſand curiolityes of conceyts; It maketh all vices to 
: Mm 2 bs 
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be beheld therein in full proportion , and Vertue inEc- 
clypſe. 

YE ekis admitted neceſſarily ,the aſſiſtance of God is to 
be implored in a very particular manner,to obtayne the 
knowledge of our ſelues , and to labour therein coura- 
giouſ]y, and ſtourly, without flattering our ſelues . God 
threatnethin the Prophet , he will lay a heauy corre 
on vponvs, leauing vs to our f{elucs. Ar—uam te & fa» 
twam contra faciem tuam . It feemeth , that we now haue 
our heads turned backeward, neuer to know what paſ- + 
ſeth in our harts . But God in the day of Iudgment , will 
turneit before, and if we take not very good heed , to- 
our ”= confuſion . Saint CAuenitine triumpheth v- 
pon this paſſage ; @e pot dorſum poſuifti , ante faciem po- 
va; videhi Pe $fe 93 , = jt torrigas, ſed'vt erubef- 
cas :Tolle tea tergo tuo, & conilitne te ante te. That which 
thou haſt put behind thee , I will place before thy eyes. 
Thou ſhalt ſee thy impurityes , not to correct them, but 
to confouud thee. Turne thy face , go out of thy lelfe, & 
ſet thy ſelfe before thy ſelfe. The manner will be , after 
an humble, and ſerious inuocation of the holy Ghoſt, to 
call to mind all your life , according to the courſe, and . 
progreſſe of ages , remembring your ſelfe of the places 
where you haue madeaboad, the perſons with whome 
you haue conuerſed , the affay res which you haue han- 
dled, the finnes to which you haue beene moſt inclined, 
and which moſt aff your conſcience. Obſeruing alfo 
(if-1t'bepofſible) rhe number of thoſe , which are moſt 
heynous, which1f1t cannot be done, not to ſearch them 
out with-pen{tueneſſe, and anxiety . ; EH] 

The order, which ought to be obſerued, 15 torunne 
'throvob the Law, or the ten Commandements of God, 


and the Church; taking euery one un his place zas m_ 
| the 
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the (1) firſt Commaundement, toexamine the ſinns of 
of Infidelity”, of Conteimpt of holy things , of Impiety 
Sorceryes, Diuinations , Magicke, Dreames , ſuper- 
ſtinons, diſtruſts of the Mercy of God, preſumptions of 
ones owne ability , langaiſhment , coldneſſe, hypocri- 
ſyes, 1mpurityes,facriledges,in the ſeruice of God, {pea- 
king diſtinatly vpon euery word, wherein, & how? 

2.) Vpon the ſecond, vnneceflary oathes, falſe 
oathes, blaſphemies execratios, prophanation of things 
facred,and words of (cripture. ( 3.) Vpon the third, the 
_ -excerciſe of labour, traficke, of cull, and criminall iu 
ſtice, and'other works forbidden on Sundayes.Theirre- 
uerence committed on this great Day, in neglecting to. 
heare the whole maſſe, or ſome notable part thereof, & 
employing all your time in excefle of tongue, daunces, 
maskes, follyes ſenſualityes. (4-)Vpon. the fourth, con- 
tempt, hatred, diſtaſt, ingratitude, irreuerence, diſobe= 
diefice towardsfather ,and mother, parent, ſuperiors; 
Negle& rowards your ſubiefs , vaſlals, and houſhold. 
ſeruants. (5. ) Vpon the fift, the clamours, enmityes, 
uarrels, violencyes, faythleſſneſle, inuſtices , oppreſ- 
ew difſmembrings, poyſonings, abortions , ſollicita- 
- tions, flaughters,mallice, outrages,crueltyes committed 
againſt your neighbour; The 1ll vſage of your owne 
perſon, by perplexity, deſpayre, or impatient deſyre of 
death./c) Vpon ths fixc, the fornications, adulteries, 
inceſts, whoredoms, rauiſhmeanrs, ſecret mariages,facri- 
ledges, ſelfe ſofrneſſes,pollucions, ill vie of mariage, & 
other infamous luxuryes ,. which: Tertull;jan termeth, 
Monſters. [3 
Aid alt that, which attendethwantonneſſe, as diſho- 
neſt choughts ,ynchaft: words, laiciutous glauncings,, 
kifſes,touches, bookes, pictures, Comedies , Louc-let- 
2991) Mm. z ters;. 
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ters,dauncings, maskes, too free conuerſations with e- 
uident daunger of ſinne, and ſometime charmes,loue- 
otions, or other attracties , characters, and witch- 
crafts.(7) Vpon the ſeauenth, thefts, pilferyes , robbe- 
ryes,conniuence with theeues , fal{ification of inſtru- 
ments,of letters,{cales,wils, contracts, cedules, obliga+- 
tions,falſe purchaſe, falſe buyings, falſe ſales, falſe coy- 
NCI lgarions of x 
goods of the Church, Simonyes, vſuryes, delayes of rea- 
ſonable payments, inuſtices, litigious wranglings, ex- 
cefliue expences , foule play in game, cruelties to- 
ward the poore, & ſuch like things.(8 ). Vpon theeight, 
falſe witneſſes ,and (ollicitations thereof,calumnies,dif- 
famatory libels,lyes, impoſtures, hypocriſies,diflimula- 
tions, flatteries, treaſons, confuſion of your neighbour. 
(9). Vpon the ninth, enterpriſes, and —_— contrary 
to mariage, ſeducing the parties with words, {ignes, ge- 
ſtures,letters,guifts, attrations with deliberate purpo- 
ſe,and vnbrideled defires of finne. (10. Vpon thetenth, 
the difordinate thirſt of riches, principally to the pretu- 
dice of your neighbour. | 
Vpon the Commaundements of the Church : 
The omiflions of Maſle, or notable negligences, and - 
wandrings in the vnderſtanding; Fealte Dayes com- 
maunded. The finne againſt abſtinence of meates, 
and faſt appointed, againſt the vie of the ſacraments 
of Confeflion , and Communion, againſt the obſer- 
uation of the times fit for mariage , againſt fayth , and 
ſincerity in the dewes of Tythes. Amongſt the ſinnes 
againſt the law of God, and ordinances of the Church, 
are comprehended the finnes, which we call mortall, 8& 
capitall. As againſt the firſt commandment; The finne 
»f pride, in the great opinion of ones felfe, the abſti- 
Nacy 
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nacy in your owne iudgement, and will , the diſobe- 
dience of ſuperiors, the ambition of Honours , vani- 
tyes,vaunts, follies.'T he fiane of ſloth, in ſlackneſle, ill 
expence of time , negligence, remilſneſſes of courage, 

uGllanimity . The. hane of glutonny, in making a God 
of ones belly . The finne of auarice, ypon the ſeauenth. 
The ſinne of wrath, and Enuy, vpon the fift. The finne 
of Luxury, vpon the lixt. _ 4 
Behold an aboundance of matter to be examined 
in a generall confeflion. All that,is propoſed which may 
haue happened .Itis nottofay, that we muſt reſt ypon 
cuery point, ſcrupulouſly toſearch into that , which ne- 
ver hath beene, and ( as they ſay) ſhaue an Egge. Euery 
one ought more particularly to deſcend into the Vices 
of his. owne Nature, and Profeflion, as Lords, and 
Gentlemen , to examine the {innes of pride, Tiranny , 
. curiofity,delights inlooking after their pleaſures, more: 
then the profit of the publique , in exa&ng things not 
duc, in vſurping the paynes , goods, ſweat, bloud of 
vaſlalls , and being men, fſerue themſ(clues with men in 
all prodigallity ..In neglecting the keeping of peace and 
inſtice, the duty , charges, & reparation of places, to! 
which they ſtand __ . In giuing eſtates, offices, be- 
nefices tovitious, an A perſons. In violating 
Eccleafiſticall rites, in notably danifying, for the plea- 
ſures of hunting, and hawking, the helds , and poſſefſi- 
ons of others; In ſtopping the courſe of wwſtice by fa- 
uour; In vexing, tormenting, impriſoning , condem=-- 
ning through paſſion, without lawtull proofe; In ouer-- 
laſhing, inambation, luſt, bragging, excefliue expenſes, 
& ſuch like things. | 
Iudges,and Magiſtrates,vpon ignorance, malice,ng- 
gligence>,as being 1ntruded.into their. places, withouy: 
51d Capas 
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capacity by fauour, and money . In bchauing them- 
ſelues careleſly , without ſerious ſtudy of that , which 
is their profeſlion . In not ſoundly , and ſolidly exa< 
mining proceſſes , but contenting themſclues with 
ſuperficiall notice; in giuing ſentence for money and 
fauour , and many tymes agaynſt men vnheard , with- 
out order , or forme of Iuſtice . In going out of the 
Circuit of their turiſd1is , to —— vpon the autho- 
rity of others. In bearing themſelues wich paflion in af- 
fayres. In retayning bad officers, in prolonging pro- 
ceiſe by caurelous references,or affe& lazynetle; in ſol- 
liciting the wife, and daughter , who plead by promiſe 
of fauour , inexerciſing on feſtiuall dayes ads of iudi- 
cature without neceflity. In _—_— the gouerne- 
ment, and weale publike, for the accommodation of 
his owne affayres . In tollerating ſcandalous finnes , a- 
gaynſt the honour of God. | 

Women, about their pompes, curiolityes, exceſſes, 
diſſolutions in apparell , and dreſlings , pride , fierce- 
neſſe, boldneſſes, 1impatiences, quarrclls, loues , iealou- 
ſyes, courtings , idleneſlie, and {oof thereſt . 

For thoſe , who often confeſſe, in ordinary confeſ. 
fions ir {ufficeth to examine their thoughts, wordes , 
deeds, omiflions.. Of thoughts, ſome are burdenſome , 
ſome affe&ted , ſome bitter . The burdenſome, as thoſe 
which proceed agaynſt fayth , and honeſty to perlons,, 
which much are alienate from ill affections ; and ſuch 
thoughts ought rather ro be deſpiſed , then examined , 
The affete1 , as thoſe of complacence, of curiolity , 
of our owne commodity , and of ſome patlion, a 
little exorbitant towardes creatures . The bitter , as 
thoſe of ſuſpitions,iealoufies,diſdaynes,aueriions,chol- 
tr. The vayne, as thole which are brought forth at all 
ke mo- 


Sefion. X , [ Confeſſion . 208 
moments in the childſhneſſe of a ſcattered, yncolleted 
hart , and fly therein as birds doin the ayre . Itis as im- 
potlible, as vnneceſlary to take an account of thet 1s 
{ufficicat ro confetle in generall , and todeclare the ha- 
bitudes, and dt: potitions of his hart ; words, are the 1n- 
terpreters of our foule, and the chariots which driue 
our ſenſes , and attetions ;ſome carry Rice, others Ho- 
ny , the reſt Vinegar . They carry Rice, who are ouer-= 
10yous, recreatiue , impertinent , idle , facetious.They 
carry hony, who haue petty affetations, Court-ſhipps, 
lyes,cxaggerations complacences,flatteryes, foothings, 
boaſting . And they beare vinegar, who are "nn 
rude, fierce, difdaynful}, biting, riotous, & ill ſpoken. 

Deeds concerne God, your Neighbour , and your 
ſelfe. For that which appertayneth to God , you muſt 
firſt accule your lelfe of defetts in the exerciſes of de- 
uotion, as prayer vocall, mentall, meditation, examen, 
ſpirituall reading , the Sacraments. For that which ap- 
p<rtayneth to your neighbour , and your ſelfe, you haue 
foure horſes in the chariot of imperfetion, which tranſ- 
port many of your actions , Vanity , Impatience, Cu- 
riolity , Negligence. 

Vanity, intrudeth it ſelfe into all parts (ſayth Cas/a- 
zw:, )into their apparell, going, ſpeach, into their wat- 
chings, prayers , into their abſtinencyes , and faſtes. It 
combatteth in the midſt of vertues , to triumph ouer 
vertues Ir prefenrethitſelfe , as well to the v1Rorious, 
as to the aflaylant. Imparience, in ſo many contentt- 
ons, andencounters, with your neighbour; and if one 
haue no other aduerſary,heſtrugleth with himſelf, Cu- 
riolity .1n too much (ecking his owne commodiryes , & 
eaſe of body Negligence in offices, in mannaging of af- 
fayres, and charges : Omiffions , as of good reſolued 
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purpoſes of prayer , andlaudable ations , which one 
ought to do , eyther by 1uſtice , or by charity , or by a 
vow, or by rule, or by promiſe, or neceſlity . One ma 
vpon this, chooſe ſeauen, or eight imperfeaions, which 
moſt moleſt him, to be therein thort . 

Behold / as it were )the matter of Confeſſions, for 
the forme to vafold ones ſelfe: no man ſhould make 
ſtraunge,if ſome for the.comfort of their memory , ha- 
uing runne ouer the abridgment, and ſummary of mat- 
ter of confeflion; do make an extract, of that which 
concerneth them , principally 1n generall confeſlions. 
The wiſeſt of the Romane Emperours( CAugnitme was 
ſo conſiderate,that treating vpon ſome affaires with his 
wife, he ſpake to her by writing, to auoyd miſtaking . 
Cana man take too-much confideration in an affaire 
of ſo great importance, which paſſeth with God? 

When the principall pointes are marked out, they 
muſt be explicated in intelligible termes. There are ſome 
large confciences, who haue nothing toſay , ſome ſcru- 
pulous, who deſire to ſay all,and ſome reatonable, who 
proceed therein with mediocrity. To ſay, oneis a great 
{inner , that he hath broken all the braunches of mor- 
call finnes , that he hath not ſerued God fo well as he 
ſhould, and that if he hath done ſuch, or ſfucha thing he 
asketh pardon : This is to ſay nothing . You mult ſpect- 
fy and defcend to particular things, propole the act, de- 

huer it with lawfull , and neceſſary circumſtances , 
touch the motiue, without extrauagancies, and the in- 
tention which hath excited ys to do1t, and continuance 
of the finne, to repreſent the ſtate of the ſouleto the life. 
Yet for all this, you muſt notſo much thinke ypon this 
preparation , nor the meanes to vnfold your cake, that 
thereby the principall part of pennance be negleed,, 
which is Contrition. This 
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This Contrition , 15 a ſorrow to haue offended God , 
not principally.for thedeformity of fin, and the feare 
of puniſhment (for that 15 nothing, but Artrition:) bur 
for char, this finne 15 commutted agaynſt God infinitely 
amiable ; and for that one maketh a ftirme reſolution to 
be confeſſed, and to prelerue himſelfe from finne in 
metro comes 1; f 
Behold the point of Contrition , which to attayne, 
you muſt ſeriouſly , & aduiſedly repreſent to yaurſelfe, 
the greatneſſe, goodneſſe, Power , Wiſdome , Iuſtice, 
Loue, Mercy, Benefitts of God;oppoſed to your Weak» 
neſle, Malice, Baſeneſſe, Ignorance, Preſumption , Mi- 
ſery , Ingratitude , and well to figure to yourſelfe, the 
hoſtility of mortall ſinne, to obtayne an eternall dereſta- 
tion. To conſider , how itruyneth Riches , Honours, 
Credit, Reputation, Poſterity, and Empyres . That zt 
'foyleth the glory of an innocentlife, and leaueth a cha- 
racer ofinfamy.. That it ouerthroweth bodyes, health, 
good grace; thatit openeth, the = of ſodayne, and 
vnexpected death. That it maketh man blind, deafe, 
dumbe , wicked , ſenſcleſſe , ſtupide, ſauage, and many 
tymes furious, & enraged by theremorle of conſcience. 
That 1t deſpoyleth a ſoule of all the graces,beautyes,cx- 
cellencyes , priuiledges , loue, fauour of God , hope of 
life, and ſaluation : That it killeth it , & renteth it more. 
cruelly , then a Tiger , or Panther.. That alife of God 
was needfull, to take away ſuch a blemiſh, and thatif a 
ſoule be be ſpotted at the houre of death, an eternity of 
flames cannot deliuer it, and ſuch like . hes 
In linnes which ſeeme'leaſt, one ſhall alwayes haue 
reat cauſe of Contrition, when the benefitts of God 
Fall be repreſented vnto you, which he particularly and 
perſonally hath conferred vpon vs,oppoſed to our chil- 
| Jo RS =o 
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diſhneſſe of hart, tepidity , ſlackeſſe , infidelity , negli- 
gence, ingratitude. As for the proceeding tv confesfion, 
the preparatiues being well made , it 1s needfull to 
chooſe a Confeſſour, who hath foure qualityes, Iuriſdi- 
Aion, Reputation, Knowledge, Diſcretion, & after you 
haue confefſed to him entirely , faythfully, fincerely, to 
accompliſh the pennnance enioyned you , with obe- 
dience , promptneſle , and punAuall diligence, after- 
ward to'take a new ſpirit , torehſt temptatians, and to. 
buſy your lelfe in good workes , with more courage, 
then euer . 


— 
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HE practice of Confeſſion is greatly made 
ealy , by the Examen of the Conſcience , as 
well generall, as particular . Thinke not 
that coo-much 1s required of your profesſi- | 
of,if peach be vſed to you of theexamen of conſcience. 
Not only the Philoſophers haue made it , as Pythagoras , 
Seneca, Plutarch, but inferiours, barbarous, Indians, by 
therelation of Apulcizs, gaue.an accounteuery cuening 
of the good , and euill, they had doneech day. This.is 1t 
which 1s required of you; preparedayly a little Court 
of [uſtice in your conſcience, ſee what paſleth within 
your {elfe, acknowledge your defeats, and amend.them 
to/prevent the Iuſtice of God. 
You know, a generall exame hath fiue parts. Thanks- 
ning, Invocation , Diſcuſlion , Petition, Reſolution... 
fa thankesgiuing , we thanke God principally”, for the: 
I ule: heneties 
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benefits rec:yued that day. In inuocation , the light of 
heauen 15 required, to know our finnes, & amend them, 
In difcutfion, an accounts asked of our foule, running 
through the houres of the day , of thoughts , wordes , 
workes, and omitlions. In petition, pardon of our fin- 
nes 15 1mplored . In the 1ſſue of all , good purpoſes are 
made to corie& ones leife, by the afiitance of grace. IF 
you thinke to hue jn ſuch purity,that you may tind na- 
thing more to examine, it 13 the want of light, or appli- 
cation of {pirit. Know there are fix things,cuer to bop 
the moſt perfe& in theyr examen.. 

| The firſt, ro ponder the rootes of our defects, errors, 
imperfe&tions. The {ccond, to ſee the remedies , which 
may be giuen thzreto. The third ro diſtinguiſh true, and 
folid vertues, from thoſe which are no other, then vere 
tues in apparence. The fourth, to pick out in all our 
wor kes, the intentions, and motives which tranſport 
Vs,and what theaife&ions are, which at that time go- 
uerne our ſoule.. The fifth, ro ſe: what wanteth of per- 
fetion in the good works, which we. do. and how they 
may be.performed with th: moſt accompliſhment. The 
fixt, to compar our gaynes, urloſſes,our increafe,ous 
decrecaſe in matter of Vertue.. | 

# A particular examen 1s made, when one vnderta- 
keth to wraſtle: with one Vice alone, and toextirpate: 
one ſole imperfe4ion.. For he that would ſometums 
ſtrike at them:in groſſe,reſembleth the ſouldler of Serto- 
rizr, who: pulled ata horſes tayle by ſtrengh of arme, to- 
rooteit.quite away: Anothex more wie., tooke it off 
hayre after hayre;and'ſo preuayled. The like happenethy 
in.our-vices, and: defes : He muſt pull them awa vp 
litle threeds, chat will. effetually. corre .\ 2 
fare, one riſcth.ia themorniag witha thought , not to 
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Fall chat day into ſuch animperfe&ion, and to oppoſeie 
in cuery place, as ſome enemy which one would yan- 

uiſh. After dinner retiring himſelfe apart, he doth three 
things. The firſt to aske an account of his foule, of the 
relapſes that haue beene made into this imperfection. 
The ſecond , to note the number , making ſo many 

rickes with a pen . The third of purpoſe to arme him- 
[olfe,for the reſt of the day. Afﬀrer ſupper the hke excer- 
Ciſe is made, & ſo one findeth out from day to day, from 
weeke to weeke, from moneth, to moneth, what profit 
is made. There is no imperfeQion ſo deepely rooted, 
whichis notpulled away by the grace of God, remay- 
ning in the conſtancy of ſuch- an exerciſe. : 


"OY —_— 


Sedfion XII. The practiſe of the Come | 
munion, - 


W# LL thoſe, who diſpoſe themſelues to a life 
GE more Chriſtia,know they haue not a meanes 
FANG more wholeſome, nor effeeuall to acquire & 

A preſerue the grace of God, then the Sacramet 
of the Aultar,and for this cauſe it is fit, both often, and 
dutifully to hane acceſſe thereunto . But, a beautyfull 
looking glaſſe in a golden frame, in the houſe of a blind 

man; Anexcellent lute in the chamber of the deafe; A 

-goodly diamond in a Trufl: of ſtraw ; A hony-combe 
in the throte ofa dead Lyon, what avayleth all that? 

'The blind man ſeeth not, the deafe heareth not, the 

diatngnd ſparkleth not , the hony-combe nouriſheth 

not . And what profiteth likewiſe, the Bleſſed Sacramet 
- ina faint, languiſhing, and indilpoſedſoule? 
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Imagine you, A that which the learned 
Ruperins ſayth, that the bleſſed Sacrament , is the foun- 
tayne of terreſtriall Paradiſe, which watereth the whole 
Church, with it's delicious refreſhings* All the fayth- 
full draw from th2nce , but all come not with the fo 
difpofition. Some bring thither a hart of paper , thatis 
to by , a childiſh hart , which padleth in the water, and 
nothing profiteth. Others a hart likea fine , that lerterh 
all go through, and retayneth nothing, bur alittle moy- ' 
ſtuce .The reſt a hart of a ſponge, which is abundantly 
repleniſhed with the fauours, & mercyes of God. 

If you defire ta communicate fruitfully, makea 
Preſent to your celeſtiall ſpouſe (who is pleafed, to feed 
amongſt Lillyes ) with a Lilly of fix leaues. There are fix 
remarkable qualityes , that muſt be had, to accompliſh 
this exerciſe .Two before communicaring , Defire, and 
Purity . Two in communicating , Humility , and Cha- 
rity . Two after communicating , Thankeſgiuing , and 
Ren:wing the inward man by the oath of Fidelity. You 
muſt endeauour then from the eue of rhe day , that you 
areto receyue,to make a furnace of deſires in your hart, 
fo that you may ſay with the Proph=t Hieremy : Fathu ef 
in corde meo quaſi iznis exeitnans , clarſnſq, in osfibus mes , 
& acfeci, ferre non ſuitinens . 1 feele in my harta burning 
fire, which fixeth it ſelfe even in my bones, and the yio- 
lence thereof 1s ſuch , that I cannot beare it. Let ys go- 
to this facred Table, as the thirſty Hart , to the ſtreame: 
of waters , as a hungry creature to a fea, as the bride- 
groome to the wedding a thouſand tymes delired, as the: 
the Couetous to a Mine of gold , as the Conqueror to: 
ſpoyles. Is nor there matter ſufficient to ſerue as a ſpurre: 
to your defires , ſince there is our Beginning , our Qri+ 
gen, our Treaſure, our ſoucraygne good 2” $6 
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The mother of young Toby lighing ſayd : Omnia ſimul 
in te vno hatentcs,non debuimus dim tiere te.My Sonne,all 
our treaſures, our riches, our honours, our contcntmets, 
our delights were 1n thy p: rſon,and therefore we ought 
neuer to be ſeparated trom thee.Bur ir 15{ verily } in this 
ſubie& we haue true caule tgſpeake thele words. All is 
in the ſacred Euchariſt, l he Body,the Bioud,the >oule, 
the Life , th: Humanity, the Diuinity of Iefus- Chiiſt , 
all chat which he hath derived from the eternall Father , 
all that which he hath taken from our Nature , he yiel- 
deth vs an this Bl-:fied Sacrament and doth as the Bce, 
who robberh the flowres of his mayſters garden, to re- 
ſtore all agaynein hony . 

Allthe p rfections, which our Lord hath conferred 
on his owne perſon, are ſeaſoned to vs 1n this high, and 
maieſticall miſtery , as ina hony combe. Ir is an exten- 
fion of the Incarnation of the Sonne of God : He was 
once Hypoſtatically vnited co one ſole man, but heere 
he is vnited to all mea, as oftentymes , as they receyue 
him by a viſcerall transfulion of himſclfe,as one ſhould 
melr one waxe within another , / as fayth Saint Cyrill.) 
And then who would not dehire ſuch an vnion of a Sa- 
utour fo mercyfull , wich a ſinner ſo miſerable: Of aſo- 
veraygne Phiſitian, with a ſickeman,ſo reme.iyleſſe. OF 
a King ſo powerfull , witha vaſſall ſo wretched ? Of a 
Father fo benigne, with a ſon ſo refrattary? May we not 
well ſay , that they which taſt not this celeſtiall viand, 
haue their rellyyh much dulled with the Leckes , & Ont- 
ons of Egypt? May wenotathirme, t' at chey lead no o- 
ther life, but of a muthrome Ought we notail che mghe 
before, to make our harcs ſparkle 1n good «enres . & 1a. 
culatory prayers , when we go to the bed of our celeſti- 
all bridegroome? Endcauvus then to awaken, and che- 
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riſh yourdefire, with a thouſand aſpirations, and eleua. 
tions of hart, and haue alwayes 1n your mouth ſome 
good words , which may be the pledges, and earneſt- 
pennyes of your intentions. Behold the tt leafe of the 
Lilly . 
The ſecond, is called Purity; I ſpeake not of thar, 
which concerneth the purging of mortall finnes by 
Confeffion, which is 'wholy neceflary., and cannot be 
omitted without ſacriledge-:Iſpeake of a purity more ſu- 
brile, and fine, which centiiodin fayth,afftetions,and 
intentions. You ought firſt, to have a ſingular Fayrh, & 
a moſt worthy and {erious vnderſtanding of the miſte- 
ry,not only in PR—_ what the Church teacheth ys 
of this Sacrament , eyther of the reality of the pretious 
body of our Sautour,or of tranſubſtantiation:but to bes 
liene it ſincerely ,cleerely, firmely without curiofity, re- 
ſtriction , or hefitation,not im the manner,as thole, who 
conuinced, and ( as it were ) confounded with reaſon, 

do in ſome ſort belieue, and vpon the leaſt occaſion re. 

pentin their faithleſſe hart, what they have belieued,8& 

make to themſelues a fayth floating , & racking vp,and 

downe, like clouds-vnder the breath of the windes: - 


foe it ſelfe in thoſe reſplendent nightegof the wildos 
; Which 1s the 


_— 


250 TheHolyCowr, [Lb. 3. 


fauour you deſire , ſome trifling vanity, and ſometimes 
Hypocriſy , or other deſignes , and aymes, which are fac 
eſtranged from the wayes of God. You muſt commu- 


| Nicate with intention to yaite your ſelfe to God your 
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beginning, to whiten,& gild your ſelfe with his lights, 
to enkindle your ſelfe the more 1n his loue, to retayne 
the memory.of thatſacrifice, which he offered on moiit 
Caluary, that 1s toſay, of his moſt venerable paſſion,to 
appeaſe the anger of Gad , for as, many {ins, as are com- 
mitted , to1mplore the afliſtance of heauen for the ne- 
ceilityes of the Church, to obtayne for your ſelfe, and 
perſons of whom mention is made , ſome victory ouer 
temptations, ſome new vertues, ſome _ graces 
31 as much as ſhall concerne the ſpirituall ſtate . Briefly 
for thanks-giuing for the benefits which we receyue 
from his dune maieſty, both in generall, & particular. 
Purity of aftetions coniiſterh principally in two 
pointes . To bantth from your hart all animoſityes, re- 
uenges , quarrels, puntilloes , and readily to reconcile 
your ſelfe, before you come to the Aultar. The other 1s 
to free your ſelfe, not only from atteQions diſhoneſt, 8& 
vnlawfull, butalſo a litle exorbitant : which one may 
haue to any creature whatſocuer; It is conuenient your 
hart be then, as a vyall of Chriſtall filled which cleare 
water, wherein the leaſt pollution of ſtayne may be be- 
held. This 15 to put 4donrs in the crib af Berhleem( which 
heeretofore the infidels. did Jwhen we communicate, ſtil 
entertaining impure paſſions, witha deliberate purpoſe, 
Germants Patriarch of Con#lantinople in his Theory, 
ſayth, the Pixe, whichis the veſſell, and reſting place, 
where the Bleſſed ſacrament 1s put, 1s called Ciboruwm,as 
one would fay,The Arke of ligkews ,toteach vs. that.at 
be of this Sacrament , we muſt diſpell all 
p | thoughts 
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thouzhts of darknefſe , with haue poſſeſſed our ſoule, 
And for the better obtayning this Purity ,it is good. to 

| practiſe ſome deuotions in the Eue of receyuing , as 
mortification of tongue , by retirement, and filence; as 
abſtinence , or ſome other Excerciſe of Humility , or 
worke of Mercy. | 

When the day commeth, run to this heauenly Mane 
na in the morning; Amuſe not yourſelfe too much in 
decking,and accommodating your body,nor in ſcatte- Exod.1s; 
ring,and diſordering your mind in yayne cares,and ſol. 
licitudes , but keepe the veſſell of your hart, as a well- 
ſtopped pot,to powre it outat the table of your ſpouſe. 
It is at the inſtant of receyuing, that you muſt imitate 
the Seraphims of the Prophet 1/ay, to hold all your wings 
ſtill, but only two, which are Humility , and Charity: !ſe. 6 
Theſe are the two wings,on which yoa ought to peyze 
your ſelfe at your pleafre ficſt grounding all in duty, 
and reuerence, before the eyes of this incftable Maieſty, 
abaſing your ſelfe, euen to the center of your Nothing, 
treading vnder foot all preſumptions, vanityes, follyes, 
by a moſt perfe&t humility of ſpirit. Secondly to ſtirre vp 
lively,and ardent affe&tions , with all the endeauour of 
your hart,and if that ſuffice not, offer all to God in the' 
vnion of his onely ſonne, and merits of the moſt Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary. 

To cheriſh the afte&ions of theſe holy vertues, you 
muſt haugeyour prayers , meditations, & conſiderations 
yponthe Bleed ſacrament well prepared, and digeſted 
with variety,that you may ſtill hold your deuotion 46 
breath. As 1. To repreſent. Moyſes 1n the buſh burning, 
ſeized with a holy teare, who heard theſe words : So/we 
calceameytum de pedibus tuis , locus in quo Has, terra ſantla Excd 

£#.Pur of thy ſhoes, meg Op lenluall afpaons, 
Q 3 S 
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the land heere is holy : no, itis the holy of holyes : This 
15s the Noble fire, which enflameth Angells in heaven, 
and pure ſoules on earth , which is enchaſed in the ſpe- 
Cies of the Sacramer : what ought you then to do? 
2. To repreſent ynto your ſelfe, that your foule is 
as the Hoſteſſe of the Prophet E/:2.25 the good Suna- 
4-Re2- 4- Mite, who prepareth her hart,as a lodging for the King 
of Prophers, Thankefgiuing as a Table, Humility for a 
ſcate, and Charity for a candle-light . 
3- Torepreſentto your ſelfe, that it15 as Ruth, who 
accounted 1ta great fauour to be eſteemed by Booz , 8 
to haue leaue to gleane in the fields, after his harueſt 
Reth.n.g, MEN , and acknowledging with gratitude ſo ſmall a be- 
nefit,ſhe ſaid with her face proſtrated on the earth: /nde 
mihi hoc , vt inuenirem eratiam ante oculos tuos ? Et noſſe me 
dignareris perezrinam mulierem ? From whence commeth 
this fauour, which Ihaue gayned in your preſence? Fro 
whence proceedeth, that you daygne to know me, who 
am buta poore forrayner? What ought you toſay ? 
4- Thatitisas the humble Either before Aſuerws , 
Ki 7. and that it kiſſeth the golden rod, and moreover, that it 
vnderſtandeth theſe words: Que e# petitio tua Either,ut 
detur tibi? Et quid vis fieri? Etiamſt dimidiam partem regni 
mei petieris , impetrabss ? what is thy demaund ( He#ter )? 
Tell me,to the endit may be graunted . What wouldeſt 
thou haue me do? If thou askeſt me the moity of my 
Kingdome, thou ſhalt haue it. Anſwere, you would 
haue nothing but the King , and thathe alone ſufficeth 
S$d@&5/!-119; 707 210 A 6.0 ug | | 
"5+ '"Thatit 1s as *Miphiboſeth the Sonne of ſonarhas , 
to whome David {pake theſe words . Et tu comedes panem 
vo Reg. v. 712 enſa mea ſemper. My meaning is, you thal eate atmy 
Table all the dayes of your life. What anſweredthishiels 
hs eddve Sonne 
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Sonne of the King thereupon ? Quis ego ſum ſerum tuns, 
quoniam reſpexiiti ſuper me, canem mortuum ? Alas (Syr) 
who amT your poore ſeruant, that you pleaſe tp cak 
your eye ypon me, a dead dog, ſuch as Iam. 4 
6. Thatit1s as 1ozathas, who extremel tyred,dips 
ped the end of a wand which he carryed in bis hand, in r, Reg.143 
a hony-combe , & lifring it to his lipps, at that inſtance, 
behold his eyes then heauy , and opprefied , became 
cleere agayne, and his body reaſſumed new , and freſh 
vigour. 
| There needeth but a little conſideration to a well. 
compoſed ſpirit , both to caſt ic preſently downe by hu: 
mility into the Center of nothing, and torayſeir by 
loue,euen aboue the Empyreall heauen . One may like- 
wile every tyme hereceyueth , prepare diuers medita- 
tions, to entertayne himſelfe more at large, eyther be= 
fore, or after the miſtery. of 
1. As meditation vpon the Hiſtory : Conſidering 
the eating of the Lambe ; The waſhing of feete; The ins 
ſtitution of the Bleſled Sacrament. 1: 67 
2. The names, as Euchariſt, Communion, Sacri- 
hce, Bread, Viaticum, and other ſuch hike, practiſing 
your ſ:1fz to ſearch out the reaſon of euery one, with ap- 
plication of Spirit; to that eftet we ſhould deriue from 
thence, aggreable to the name one meditateth. As ypon, 
the name of Communion , the reſolution ofpeace , 
of Concord, and charity. 
. 3« "The Figures, as the Bread, and Wine of cMel- 
ehiſcd: ch,the Paſchall Lambe, Manna,the bread of Elias, 
. meditating vpon the hiſtoryes., and the conformityes , 
which they haue with this diuine miſtery, & the fruits 
we ottght rodraw from thence . | 
-C £2 L2Elis Rane of the inſtitution, 1.'As to ſeruevs 
obs Qo z for 
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for a memory of the Paſſion. 2. An incitement of loue, 
and charity. z- For ſpirituall nouriſhment. 4. For ſacri- 
fice. 5. For a pledge of beatitude , conlidering , whe- 
ther we anſwere to the intention of the Sonne of God , 
in this ation. 

After receyuing you muſt reſt , ypon the two laſt 
leaues of the Lilly, which are Thanksgwing,and Reno- 
uation of ſpirit. You then muſt adore this great gueſt, 
whom you haue in your hart, with all the powers of 
heauen, and creatures of theearth, to play your part, as 
if you were a litle ſtring of thegreat harpeof the world. 
To offer to God the whole world, as a votiue Table ha- 

ed on his aultar,colleacd in the perfe&tions of his only 
| 9 wholy yours , beeing ſo freely giuen to 
you,ſoſolemnly,fo irreuocably,as he, whoſe Diuinity, 
foule, life, fleſh, and bloud you haue in this incompre: 
benſible ſacrament . | 

To giue him thankes, for the infinite ciches he hath 
_ in this ſacred Humanity, which you enioy, and 

ar that he hath giuen to you, his ſonne for Father, Bro- 
ther, Maiſter, Leader, Redeemer. For the good he com- 
municateth to all faythfull people, by the meanes of this 
inexhauſtible fauntayne of grace, for the ſpeciall fa- 
_ uours he hath done to you, and yours, for the naturall . 
tallents,with which he hath adorned you, and likewiſe 
for che various chaunge of comforts, and. diſcomforts, 
with which he hath enterlaced your life: Briefly for the 
092" aekananer x he hath made in the houſe of your 
rtſoill prepared. = 

After adoration, and: Thanks iuing followeth pe- 
tition for the fayrhfull and vnfaythfull, whoſe conuer- 
fion wedeſire; for the Church,and al the prelates which 
gouerne it, namely hum whom he hath appointed to be 


ou 


our paſtor; for the perſon of the King,and all the Rea 
| Ime ; for his kinred, frends, benefaQors lining, & dead, 
To aske for your {elfe ſcauen guifrs , which a Holy Vir- 
gin ( by the relation of S. Bonauenture )daily begged of 
God. 1. Effe&uall grace, to accompliſh the law of loue. 2. 
To loue, all that God loveth. 3. To hate all, he hateth. 4. 
Humility,Chaſtity ,Obedience, contem pt of the world, 

arniſhment of all vertues. 5- That God would make 
Bis true Temple of our foule and body.s.That he would 

we vs his viſion inBeatitude.7. That he may be diuine- 
i ſerued in this place where you receyue the Bleſſed (a 

crament, andin all other places of Chriſtendome. * 
| To conclude,to make in the end a renewing of the 
oath of fidelity , which we haue ſworne to our great 
Maiſter, and to employ our time 1n his ſeruice with 
more diligence, then cuer: and ſince weare vpon the 
palme-tree,let vs gather the fruits, which are ſpirituall 
food , ſtrengh againſt temptations , heauenly alacrity , 
Iight of vnderſtanding, flames of charity , ynion with 
God, augmentation of vertues , hope of glory , renoua- 
tionin all our faculties,and funtions,and namely let ys 
often ſtay vpon ſome particular obie of yertue, which 
we would aske of our guefſe,in fauour of this celeſtiall 
yifitation » WEE 
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Seftion X 11T. The Pradtiſe to 
rel i heare Maſle. 


O heare Maſle is verily one of the moſt ſe- 
rious ations of all fpirituall life. Had one 
all ſpirituall life , had oneall the vnderſtan- 
din gand reuerence of Angell; to be preſent 
thereat, 1t neuer would beinough. S. Denns the Arco 
paziteſayth , that duely to diſcharge this duty, we muſt 

urify our hart, v/que ad extremas imagines : So deſpoy- 
has it, that it may be free from all imaginations, and 
humane repreſentations : and that is it , which S. Bonas 
wenture hath more cleerly fpoken: Camfucris torus altera- 


Fils 6 dinin effetus , ita vi nibil videas , niſi Deum', tune 


aceede, principally ſpeaking of Prieſts who celebrate; as 
much as to ſay , that the tyme , when they ought to ap- 
proach, is, when they feele themſelues wholy chaun- 
'ged, and become'dinine, in ſuch fort, that they no more 
Fehold any thing , then God . Ph;lo the Biſhop addeth, 
that the ſacrificers are, as the Juory necke of « ſpouſe, 
which muſt ſerue, as a channell to the holy Ghoſt, to 
make his graces diſtill , ypon the reſt of the members , 
thatare preſenr at the Sacrifice. 
| 1. The firſt practiſe, and moſt ordinary to heare 
Maſle,for thoſe _ vnderſtand the words thereſpoke, 
15 to follow them with application of ſpurit , and to ac- 
company the ſilence of $4 Prieſt , with ſome meditatt= 
ons, or vocall prayers. % 

2. Theſecondis, to ſtay ones ſelfe vpon the figni- 
fication of all the parts of thg Maſe; As at the A 

10 
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fion to repreſent your ſelfe Man , baniſhed from Para- 
dice, miſerable , ſupplyant, confefling , deploring his 
finne. At the Introite, the enflamed defies of all nature, 
expecting the Meſs1as. Aﬀche Hymne of angels,Glory be 
to God on high, the Natiuity . At the prayers, Thanks- 
giuing for ſuch a benefit. At the Epiſtle, the preaching 
of the precurſor S. 10h . At the Ghoſpell , Truth prea- 
ched by the Saujour of the world ,and {o of the reſt 

3- Thethicd is to deuide the Maſle into certayne 
parcels,and behold a very conſiderable manner . 

_ 494 to your ſelfe fhuegr-at things in the my- 
ſtery of the Maſſe from whence you ought to draw ſo 
many fruits. Theſe hue things are , Repreſentation, 
Prayle, Sacrifice, Inſtrufion, Nouriſhment. Repreſenta= 
ti0n; Becauſe the Maſle1s a perfet Image of the life and 
paſſion of our Sauiour, and therefore the firſt fruit, you 
ought to gather from thence, 1s, daily to imprint more 
lively in your hart the ations, and paſſions of the ſonne 


of God, to conforme your ſelte thereunto; Radicati , &+ Coloff vi 


ſuperedificati in ipſo « | 

Prayſe;So many wordes,as are in the Maſſe do ayme 
to this purpoſe,to giue prayſe to God, for this ineffable 
Miſtery of our redemption;and to conforme your ſelfe 
to this ation , you ought to bend all the endeauour of 
your hart to prayſe God, whether 1t be by vocall, or 

mentall prayer. = | 
Sacrifice ; It is a moſt fingular at of Religion, by 
which we reuerence, and adore God , for the infinite 
lory of his ſoueraigne Being, And the Maſſe 15 a true 
Ficrifics by eminency, where the life & bloud of beaites 
15 not offered, but the life of a Sauiour , which is more 
worth then the life of all angels, and men. Cedrenns re- 
counteth, that the Emperor /##/in;an cauſed an Aultar 
| P p ro 
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Cedreri. in tg be maidiain the Church of 5. Sophia, where he yſed all 
comrend. (ez of m ::all.of pretious ſt5nzs, of the richoſt mace- 
hiſt. : x 
' rials wich might b2 choſen, amongſt all the magazins 
of nature, to incorporate all gz beauryes of the world 
in our {ole prim: worke, And verily this facrifice 1s the 
Maiſtzr-piece of God ,in which he hath/ as it were } 
locked vp,ail that which1s great, or holy in all the my- 
ſteries » 2 Religion. Ir was the cuſtome daily to pro- 
portion theſacrifices to the benzfirs of God: As for the 
old law, he gaue the fat of the earth, they offred to him 
the firſt fruits: But now that he hath graunted to vs the 
dew of h:auen ſo long expected, his onely Sonne, we 
muſt render his Sonne againe, whichis done 1n the fa- 
crifice of the maſſe. And the fruit you ſhould deriue 
from this confideration ,is,at the eleuation of the Hoaſt 
to offer IESVS-CHRIST to God his Father, by the 
miniſtery of the prieſt, & to oiker it firſt, for a ſupreme, 
and incomparable honour of the diuine Maieſty. Se- 
condly for thanksgiuing, for all benefits receyued, and 
to be receyued. Thirdly to obtayne protection dire&tion, 
and proſperity in all our works, Add thereto, the tender 
of ali our powers, faculties, fanAions, a&ions in the y- 
110n of the meritsof IEs vs. . | 
Inftruttioa ; Thoſe , who vnderſtand the words of 
the maſſe,may draw goodly inſtructions from readin 
the Epiſtle, the Ghoſpell , the Collets ; Allin zonerall 
teach vs the vertues of reſpe& , and reuerence towards 
the dinine Maieſty , ſecing this ſacrifice is celebrated 
with ſo many holy, facred, and profoundly dutifull ce- 
rimonies. Of gratitude , fince God being once offred in 
the bloudy ſacrifice of the Croſſe, will allo be daily pre- 
ſented to God his Father 1n the title of gratitude : And 
that oughttoawakenin vs the memory of obſeruing 
_ every 
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euery benefit of God, with ſome remarkable a& of de- 
uotion; Of charity towards our common Sauiour, and 
towards our neighbour, tince we ſee alife' of God ſpent 
for our redemprion,and alf faythfull eople. 

Nouriſhment ; The eye liueth velighe & colours ; the 

Bee by dew; the Phenix, by the moit thinne, andſubtile 
vapours;and the ſoule of the faythfull , by the nouriſh- 
ment, which it receyueth in the Blefled Sacrament, 
which is purely ſpirituall. This nouriſhment, is not only 
deriued from the facramentall communion, by the reall 
preſence of the body of our Sauiour: but alſo by the ſp1- 
rituaH communion which 1s made then, when 1n the fa- 
crifice of the Maſſe, at the time of the Prieſt his com- 
municating, the ſame diſpoſitions, apprehenſions, and 
affetions areentertayned,as 1f really, and actually one 
approached to receyue. | 

For this effeR it is fit to do three things: firſt toexs 
cite anew in your ſelfe the acts of ſelfe-dislike,and con- 
trition for your wretchedneſſe, and imperfetions. The 
ſecond to take ſpiritually the Carbuncle of the aultar, 

not with the pincers of the Seraphim;but with a&s of a 
moſt lively Fayth, a moſt refolued hope, and a charity 
moſt ardznr, to open boldly, the mouth of your hart, 8 
pray the Sauiout to enter there, as truely, by the com- 
munication of his grages, and fauours, which are the 
rayes of this ſun,as by thereall tender of his body, and 
bloud, he giueth himſelfe to thoſe that communicate. , 

The 'hird to conclude all your actions, with a moſt 


harty thankeſgiuing. %; 
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Sefjon XIU. Pradtiſe of Meditation 


HE praftife of prayer conſiſteth in Mentall, 
< vocall, and mixt ; Mentallis that, which is 
JD E exerciſed in the hart; Vocall, which is for- 
Yao DJ med in the mouth ; Mixt , participateth of 
both. Thinke it not to be a new thing, nor ſcuered from 
your profeflion ta medicare . It were true, if one would 
make your brayneſerue as a Lymbecke , for ſubtile,and 
extrauagant raptures diſguiſed in new wordes , and 
formes: But when one ſpeaketh of meditation, he adui- 
feth you to ponder , and ruminate the points , and ma- 
ximes , which concerne your ſaluation , with all (weer-. 
neſle, that fruit moſt agreable toyour condition , may 
be deriued from thence. 

The fayntneſſe , weakeneſſe, Infidelity, ignorance, 
drynefſe, which raigneth 1n your ſoules, commeth from 
no other ſource, Par want of conſideration. Take in 
hand couragioufly this worthy exerciſe , and you ſhall 
feele your hart fattened with the. vn&ion ke hoy 
Ghoſt, and your ſoule of a deſert , become a little para- 
diſe of God. Be not affrighted heereat , as if it were a 
thing impoſſible for you: vſe alittle methode, and you 
ſhall tind nothing moreeaſly , and familiar . What haue - 
you ſo naturall, in vitalllife, as to breath? And whar 
niofe proper in the intelle&uall, then to thinke your, 
ſoule hath no other operatton? Night, and day itis im- 
ployed in this exerciſe. The Sunne caſtzth his beames , 
aud our foule her thoughts. Gather togeather only thoſe 
wandering thoughts, which areſcattered among ſo ma- 


my 
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ny obieRs, into your Center , which is-God ; impl 
one part of the ſpirit, induſtry, invention , diſcourſe 
which you are endowed with, for the, mannaging of 
worldly affayres; Imploy them ( Ifay) in the worke of 
your ſaluation, and you ſhall do wonders . 

And to ſpeake thatin few wordes , which you may 
read more at large in the works of ſo many worthy 
men, who haue wricten vpon that ſubie . Firſt know, 
what meditation is. Secondly , how iris ordered . Me= 
dication properly 1s a prayer of the hart, by which we 
humbly , attenriuely , & affectionately ſeeke the truth 
which concernes our ſaluation, therby to guide ys to the 
exerciſe of Chriſtian vertues . That you may meditate 
well , you muſt know the cauſes, degrees, matter, and 
forme of meditation. The principall cauſe thereof is 
God, who infuſerh himſelfe into our foule, to frame'a 
good thought,as the Sunne doth vpon the earth to pro- 

_ ducea flower. It is a goodly thing to haue the ſpirit ſub=- 
tile, & fruicfull. It is to-worke without the Sunne (ſaith 
Oc1gen) to thinke to. do an 
grace of the holy Ghoſt. 

The firſt degree, which leadeth to x 
prayer 15 a good life, and principally the purity of harr, 
tranquillity of ſpirit, delire to make your ſelfe an 1n- Juguſt.d, 
ward man .S4int Auguitine relateth a ſaying of Porphi- ;,, q: Caus 
ry very remarkable , which he deriueth from the mouth rarecoa3e 
of this perfidious man, as one ſhould pull a pil-fry our 
of a thzeues coffer .. D-u5 omniun pater nullius indiget, ſed 
nobis et bene cum eum adoramius ; ipſam vitam precem ad eum 

facientes , per inquiſitionem , & imitationem de iſ? . God, 
the Creatour,and Father of this whole vniuer 
need of our feruice, but we do well to ſerue him, and a= 

f our life a perpetuall prayer , - a: 
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.. diligent enquiry of his perfetions, and imitation of his 
- Vertues . | w” 
.* _- Obſerue then. The firſt degree of good prayer; is 
good life .The ſecond, as well this Authour hath noted, 
15, the perquiſition, to wit, the ſearch of verityes,done 
by thought on the thing meditated , which are the fun- 
dry, conliderations ſugg: ited to vs by thefpirit , in the 
exerciſe of meditation. The third,is the aftection, which 
ſpringeth from theſe conſid: rations: our Vnderſtading 
15 the {teele, and our Will the flint-ſtone - As ſoone , as 
they touch one another , we ſet the ſparkes of holy af- 
fe&ions fly our . We muſt bray togeather, the matters 
of prayer,as Aromatique ſpices, with the diſcuflion of 
our yaderſtanding,before we can extract good odours. 
'The fourth, is the imitation, and fruitof rhings we me- 
- ditate on; Ir is the marke to which our res pf ſhould 
ayme, otherwiſe if one ſhould prerend nothing els, but 
a vayne buſyneſſe of the mind , it would be to as much 
purpoſe to driue ſparrowes , and ſpeckled Py-annots a- 
way, as to meditate. Good meditation} and good ati- 
on ought to be entertayned, as two fiſters hold one ano- 
tacr. 

As for the matter of meditation, you muſt know 
that all meditations aredrawne from three bookes. The 
firſt, and moſt inferior , 1s the booke of the great world, 
where one ſtudyeth, to come by knowledge of the crea- 
ture to the creator. The ſecond , is the booke of thelitle 
world, where man ſtudyeth himſe]fe, his beginning, his 

_ end,qualityes, habits, faculties, ations, funtions, and 
the reſt. The chird, is the booke of the heauenly Father, 
IESVS-CHRIST our Sautour, whoverily 1s a gil- 
ded booke, Iimmed with the rayes of the Dwuinity, 1m- 
printed with all che characters of Sanctity, and from 

| | |,  eney 
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thencean infinity of matteris. drawn, as thoſe of Bene- 
fitts , of foure Ends, of the life, death, and Paſſion af 
Jefus , and of all the other miſteryes. You muſt digeſt 
euery one ing tyme, according to the opportunity, 
taſt, and capFity of thoſe , which meditate. Some ap- 
propriate medita tions tocuecry day of the weeke, others. 
make their circuit, according tothe moneth,others fol+ 
low the order of the miſteryes, and ife of our Sautour,, 
as they are couched 1n {o many. bookes , written of theſe 
matters . ' 

The practiſe, and forme of meditation conbſteth in 
fix thinges. The firſt, to deuide the ſubie&, that one 
would meditate, into certaine points, according tothe 
ordinance of a direor, or helpe of a booke As 1f one 
would meditate on the knowledge of ones felfe,to take 
for the firſt point, what one 1s by nature.For the tecond 
what he 1s by. ſtane. For the third, what he may be by 
.graqee [151] to 107 05 , 24125333 12008 
wit The ſecond, a litle before the hower appointed for 
meditation, to call into memory the pointes, which he 
would meditate-on. Thethird,after you haue.implored 
the light and afliftance of the HolyGhoſt, that he would 
be pl-aſed to dire this at, to hisglory. And that you 
haue framed toyour ſelfe a huely thought of the pre- 
ſence of God;and that atually you may medirate,to fe- 
le& the pointes./andarticles/propoſed ſweetly, atrenti- 
vely, aodrone tely;and'not to:want matter; for euery 
point, it15 go004 to weigh the cauſes, the effects, the te- 
nents , and vtmoſt limits, .of the myſtery we medicatg 
Vpon. | 1%YOY | 'N THEY 
: As 1n. the firſt point, Of the knowledge of your 
felfe, What 15 man according to nature? A reaſonable 


_ creature, intelligent, capable of the knowledge of =—_— 
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Who made it? God himſelfe; He would that his diving 
hands fayth S. Baſil} ſhould ſerue him as a wombe. 
Whatare the eſſenriall partes thereof? A foule, a body, 
an ynderſtanding, a memory , a will . What are the ac- 
cidentall? A generall maſle of fo many litle parcells, as 
hauetheyr names , and entertainements. O the braue 
hand,which hath compolzd ſuch a Maiſter-picce! where 
hathit beene made ? In the earth, and not in heauen, 
£o teach him Humility. And to what end made? To 
prayſe God, and ferue him, & to ſaue himſelfe, in pray- 
ling , and feruing him. Who hath contributed to his 
creation?God. Hath he vſed angels ? No; He would at- 
tribute the honour of ſuch a worke to himſelfe. And 
how hath he made it?He was not content with one fin- 
gle word, as in the creation of the world, but he hath 
put his hand thereto , to ſhew1t was a more ſupreme 
effe& of his power. And when hath he made him? After 
other creatures , to prepare the world for him , as a cra- 
dle, as a Temple, as a hall ro banquet in, and ſuch like 
things. You ſee theſe circumſtances, who, what, where 
what help, wherefore, when , and how , in euery ſub- 
iea,of what kind ſocuer , will lead you along. i” 
The ſecond manner, to dilate your felfe, when you 
meditate Hiſtory, 1s, to repreſent the diwuers perſons, 
with theyr wards,actions,and paſſions. As in the miſte- 
ry of the Reſurre&ion : The ſoldiers ſhivering for feare; 
The perſon of our Saniour, all enlightned with fplen- 
dor _ Courage,T haue oucrcome,all power is gi- 
ven to mein heauen, and earth;Icome to wipe away 
your teares, with my fingers; To make your faces bright 
ſhening; To put you into poſſeſſion of an eternall felici- 
ty,and ſuch like things. On the other fide, Magdalen, 
Who lecketh her maiſter, and not content to bghold 
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the Angels, ( peaketh theſe words, which Origen prompe - 
teth her .2neroft ſunt mihi omnes conſolatores ,querocreate- 
7em,& ideo mihi eranis et ad videndum onnis.cxeaturazEgo . 
non quero anvelos, ſed cum qui fecit me & angelos. AN-thele } 
goodly Comforters are burdenſome to:me , I ſeeks the 
Creator,and therefore I cannot ſe any creature with- 
out anxiety I ſeeke not angels; but him,who hath made 
both me, and angels. | | iS qd rac x 

The third : to repreſent _— to. your ſelfe by cer- 
taine images, figures,and fimilitudes; as Hermas cited itn 
the Bibliotheque of the Fathers, who medirating on the 
ioy of world'lings imagined to himlelfe a! delicious 
meaddow, enameled all ouer with flowers , where cer- 
taynefart.and plumpe ſheep browzed the grafle , & skip- 
ped with many iumpes in the —_— thereof: Andin 
an inſtant this meaddow was chaunged 1nto. a. vaſt 
playne,dry, leane, parched, and barren, and the ſame . 
ſheepe appeared 1taruen, ſcabby, and full of botches, a | 
rude ſurly ſhepheard driuing them to feed among thor- , 
nes,and brambles. Afterward he applyed all that; to-the ; 
voluptuous, and made to himſeife a peg repreſenta- 
tion of thzyr life, to auoyd theyr vnhappineſſe. 

The fourth : to extend your ſelte , by comparing of 
one thing to another,as did S.Grezory Nazianzen, medi- 
tating vpon the Loue of God. Tell me confidently O 
my ſoule ;what thou defireſt, for I will pleaſe thee, Thou 
wouldſt perhaps haue Gyoes his enchaunted Ring , to 

aynea Kingdome. Thou wouldeſt haue all that, which 
15 1n thy hand changed into gold ; The defyre of the fa- 
' bulous cMydzss. Thou wouldeſt court Pallaces ſtuffed 
with gold;& filuer,rich poſſeflions, curiohtyes, bound- 
lefſe honours ? ( Poore diſtra&ted man ) Doſt thou not 
{ze thy God is all that, and aboue allthat ,andin comps 
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rably more then that? Thy God , is the true riches, the 
erue glory, the true repoſe, without him all thy bleflings 
tes be curſes zand with hum all thy afflitions may 
be turned into fehcityes . | 
The fifth : to make ſometimes a dialogue, God, and 
the intelleAuall creatures, ſenfible, and mſenfibleenter- 
changeably ſpeaking , as did S. Auguſtine meditating 
vpon the perte&tions of God. Circuibam omnia querens te, 
& propter omnia derelinquens me. Interrogant terram , ſieſſet 
Deus, & dixit mihi quod non. He went whecling round 
about the world ,and asked, in heauen, in earth, ſea,and 
depths, addrefling himſelfe to euery one in particular; 
Are you God ? and thelecreatures anſwered, No : Thoſe 
hauelyed , who deifyed vs. And after he had runne all 
ouer the world, he entreth into himſelfe , and ſayth to 
himſelfe. Tu quis es, wade hoc tale animal? Domine , Deus 
2144, onde niſi ate? Whoart thou ? From whence com- 
meth this creature( my Lord , and my God ) but from 
you? by theſeladder-ſteps , he mounteth co the knows- - 
ledge of his Ee 399%. 60 himſelfe in the ©Mbyſſer. 
Thefixt : to make fomerimes a gradation aſcending 
from degree to degree,as in meditating theſe -words of 
S.Iohn:Sic Deus dilexit mundum,ut filium ſunum vnigcenitum 
aaret. If God thould only _—_ a bird to bring the 
newes of thy faluation , would it not feeme to thee to 
deſcrue many thankes ? But whatif a reaſonable crea- 
ture? what ifa man endowed with all manner of ex. 
cellencyes? what if an angell? whatifan archangell? A 
Cherubim, a Seraphim? whatifall the angels, & all the 
Bleffed ſpirits ? Bur all of them in compariſon of his 
fonne,are but as a litle drop of water, to the yaſt Ocean. 
And he hath giuen thee his ſonne. O prodige!Oh fuper- 
abundance of Loue ! - | 4] 
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The ſcauenth, eaſy, and fruitfull; is tro-ponderthar 
which you meditate on, wh application royour ſelfe, 
atcentiuely conſidering the aions , and words of our 
Sauiour, to forme ours. To examine carefully your de- 
portments, and ſce how oftentimes they wander from 
this rule of perfetion, to repeale them, to ſquare them, 
to leuell them as much as you can,according to the mo- 
dell which is fer before your eyes . F- 
After the diſcuflion of euery point, the lights fol- 
low in the fourth place, which are maximes, and con- 
cluſions, drawne _- the diſcourſe we haue made. As 
if we haue meditated vpon the knowledge of our fel- 
ues,to deriue from thence this fruit: That we haue no- 
$hing of onr felues, but Ignorance, Weakneſle, Vanity, 
miſery. That weare wholy God's, Thar it is a ſacriledge 
to live for our ſelfe, That we cannot haue a worſe! mai- 
ſer, then our owne liberty, and {cope ,and ſuch like 
things. | 94 
4 the fiftplace, come the affe&tions, which are fla= 
ming excelles of the will tranſported to purſue, and im+ 
brace, that good it hath knowne; as when Saint CAu- 
enuftine hauing meditated vpon the knowledge of God 
, lightning in theſe words : Sero te amaui pulcbritu- 
do tam antiqua, Cr tam nous ; ſera te amani,O& tint eras, 
> ego foris, + ibi te querebam', && in ia formoſa que _ 
ego deformss irruebam. Alas ,Ihaue begun very late to 
loue thee, a beauty euer auncient, a beauty euer new ; It 
is too lateto begin. You were within, and I ſought for 
.you without , & I haue caſt my ſelfe withſuch violence 
vpon theſe created beautyes , without knowledge of the 
creatour , to defile and deforme my ſelfe dayly more, & 
more . To this, it much auayleth to haue by hart many 
verſicles of the moſt patheticall Plalmes, whigh ſerue as 
pena Jacu: 
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4aculatory Prayers, and (as it were) enflamed arrowes, 
to ayme directly at the propoſed marke. | 
For concluſions, you haue Colloquyes, which are re- 
uerent,and amorous diſcourſes with God, by which we 
aske of him to fly the euill, or follow the good diſcoue- 
red in the meditation. And of all that which I ſay, Dif- 
cuflion, Light, Aﬀection, a Colloquy may be made to e- 
uery point, but more particularly at the end of the pray- 
er. And note in cuery prayer, elpecially in Colloquyes , 
ou muſt make ates of the Prayſe of God; in adoring | 
Lim with all the heauenly Hoſt , and highly aduancing 
his greatneſſe , and excellencies- of Thankeſ-giuing , mn 
thanking him for all benefits in general, butparricular- 
ly for thoſe, moſt eminent in the ſubie& we meditate. 
Of petition , in asking ſome grace, or fauour. Of obſe- 
cration,tn-beggingit by the oo ot holy things, and a- 
greableto the 1uine Maicſty. Of oblation , in offering 
your ſoule, body, works, words, aftetions, andinten- 
tions; afterwards ſhutting all vp wich.the Pater No#ter. 
Behold briefly the practiſe of meditacion . If you yet 
delire one moreplayne, more facile, and.greatly-profi- 
table,often practiſe this ſame. As the true meditation of 
a good man, 15 (according tothe Prophet) the law of 
God, and the knowledge of ones ſelte , meditate the 
ſummary of your beliefe; As fometyme the Creed of the 
Apoſtles,ſometyme the Pater Noſter, ſomerime the c6- 
mandements of God, ſometyme the deadly finnes,fom- 
tyme vpon the Powers of your ſouls, and ſomeryme 
your huenaturall ſenſes .The manner ſhall be thus. Af- 
tr you haue Chooſen a place , and tyme proper, anda 
little ſounded the recrayte in your hart to temporall af- 
tayres - - = 
Firſt,inuoke the grace of God, to obtaynelight, and 
0 knowe 
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knowledge vpon the fubiet you are to meditate , Se- 
condly Br be the Creed, runne ouer cuery article brie- 
fly one after another , conſidering three things , Whae 
you ought to belieue of this article, What you ought ra 
hope , What you ought to loue; how you hitherco have 
behicued it, hopedit, loucd it: how you ought more firm- 
ly to belicuc it heereafrer , to hope it more confidently , 
to loue it more ardently . If it be the Pater noiter , medi- 
tate vpon euery petition, what you aske of God, the 
manner how you aske it,and the diſpolition you affoard 
ro obtayneir. If the commandements of God; what &- 
very commandment meaneth , how you haue kept the, 
and the courſe you will preſently hold the berter to ob. 
ſerue them.If the Powers of your ſoule, and fue Senſes; 
the great guift of God , which 1s-to haue a you ynder- 
ſtanding,a good will, a happy memory; to haue the or- 
ans of” eyes, cares, and all the ſenſes well diſpoſed for 
their ſcuerall fun&ions. How you haue hitherto imploy- 
ed all thcſeendowmeats, and how you will vſe them 1n 
time to come. Thirdly you ſhall make oblation of all 
thatyou are, to God , and ſhall conclude with the Pazor 
noiter , and © Aue Maria. 

Another manner very {weet, for thoſe whoare'much 
affected to holy Scripcure is mixed prayer , conliſting in 
three thinges . The firſt, to make prayer to obtayne of 
God , grace, and direQion in this ation, as hath-beene 
fayd aboue.Theſecond to take the words of holy Scrip- 
ure, as a Plalme, a text of S 1047, S. Paul; and ſuch like 
thinges ;to pronounce it affe4ionacely:, pondering , & 
Teminating the ſ1gnification of ech: word , and retting 
thereon with:ſweerneſſe , while our ſpirit furniſherh'vs 
with yari-ey of confiderations-Fhe third, romake ſome 
rclglution ypon all thoſe good conſiderations to prattife: 
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them in ſuch , and ſuch actions of vertue , Laſtly to end 
the meditation with {ome vocall Prayer . 
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Sedion XU. Pradtiſe of Vocall Prayer, 
 Spirituall Leflon , and che V Vord of 
God. | 


HE praiſe of vocall ge confiſteth in 
) three things : To obſerue whome we ſhould 
ray vato; what we ought to pray for ; and 
ow to pray . For the firſt, we know , what 
the Church teacheth vs , how aftes the Maieſty of the 
moſt Bleſſed Trinity , incomparably rayſed aboue all 
creatures, we pray to the Angels, and Saintes, whoare 
(as ir were) therayes of this great, andincom prehen- 
fible Sunne, vpon whome all glory refle&eth . 
Aboueall creatures wereuerence the moſt holy Mao- 
ther of God, who hath beene as a burning Mirrour, in 
the which all the beames of Diuinity are vnited . 0rigers 
calleth her , The treaſure of the Trinity : Methodjus, 
The lwing Aultar : Saint Tenatius, a Celeſtiall Prodigys 
Saint Cyrill , the foundreſſe of the Church : Saint Fal- 
gentius , the Repayrer of mankiud: Proclus of Cyzique , 
The Paradiſe ofthe ſecond Adam , The ſhop of the great 
vnion of two Natures: S. Berzard, The firmament JE 
all Firmaments : Andrey of Crete , The Image of the 
ficſt Architype, and the Epitome of the incomprehens. 
ſible Excellencyes of God. j 
All that may beſayd, redoundeth to the glory of the 
.workeman , who hath madoher; & aduanced her with 
LIE end EE neuaetFate x 
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ſo many preeminencyes; yea cuea that affoardeth ys a 
ſingular confidencein her prote&ion .Thedeuotion to- 
wardes this common Adugocate of mankind, 1s ſo fweet: 
ſo ſenſible, ſofull of conſolation , that a man had need. 
to haue no ſoule, not to relliſh it. By conſequence. we 
honour, thoſe Angelicall Spirits, who ennamell heauen 
with their beauty, and ſhine as burning Lampes before 
the Aultar , of this great God of Hoſts. We haue a par- 
ticular obligation to our holy Angell Guardian, whome 
Go hath deputed, for our conſeruation , as a Celeſtiall 
Genrinell,that perpetually watcheth for vs.We behold 
in heauen with the eyes of Fayth,, aninfinity of choſen. 
Soules, who read our neceſlityes in the bolome of God, 
written with the pen of has Will, andenlightned with 
the rayes of their proper glory , who apply this know- 
tedgetotheir beatityed vnderſtanding . Behold the,ob- 
teats of our deuotion . 

As concerning that which we ought topray , and 
beg for, our great Mayſter hath abridged it for ys in our 
Lords prayer , a true Epitome of the celeſtiall wiſdome 
as if one would comprehend all this great vniuerſe in 
the round circuit of a Ring. From thence is, that all 
prayers are deriued, as all waters flow from the Ocean. 
From the vation of this excellent prayer , with the An- 

elicall ſalutation , the Roſary is compoled ; a prayer as 
Poguler , as familiar to the whole world , whether it be 
Gmply recited , or whether one proceed therein by the 
way of meditation vpon the miſteryes , as many pious ,. 
and deuout mu ry, wn teach.. | 


We haue behides this,the Plalrer of the Kingly Pro- 
pher,, which operateth that in the Church the Sunne 
doth in heauen;it illuminateth, heateth, & makes fruit- 
full all the good defirss, and deuations of Chriſtianity - 
Zo - CON 
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conſequently there follow fo many well digeſted Ofti- 
ccs , ſo many Collects, Litanyes,Prayers colle&ed from 
holy Scripture, and Fathers; you haue a plentyfull trea- 
ſury of th:m compylei by Henry Kiſpennrginsable to ſa- 
tisty the moſt curious deuotions . 

But all lyech not in multicude . The Breutaryes , 
Houres , and Manvalls of deuotion fay 1nough : Thoſe 
which haue obl1garion of fayingſome ofhce, ought ſeri- 
ouſly to thinke of the dilcharge of their confciences v- 
pon this point. Bot you which haue it not, itis reafon 
with the aduife of your ſpirituall Father, you taske your 
ſ:Ife vpon ſome dayly exerciſe, ſeaſoned with ſome va- 
riety , that euery day you may repeateit with exact dili- 
gence: and moreouer that you haue many Iaculatory 
prayers, drawne from thepſalmes,or other bookes, for 
alt manner of neceſliryes , as wellſpirituall, as cempo- 
rall , and a liſt of the perſons, as well lung, as dead, for 
whome you are to pray . When you haue the matter di- 
geſted , it remayneth your (e}fe add forme thereunto , 
a ſerious attention, a profound reuerence, a'feruent 
loue : you muſt imagine with your ſ{elfe, that with thoſe 
holy old men of the Apocalyps , you ſtand beforethe 
throne of God, with a Via!l, or Cup in the one hand, 
(which is your hart )replentſhed with ſacred thoughts, 
as with ocor:ferous Baime: and a Harpe 1n the other , 
which is the colle&is offo many notable prayers. Serue 
your ſelfe well with this celeſtiall Harpe.Do not,as one 
Neanthus , who haning enherited 9rphews his Harpe, 
thought todo wonders, and played foil, that dogpsaf- 
frighted with his vatuneably-skreaking noyle , tore 
him 1n pieces It is incugh you haue ſo many holy pray- 
ers , which found like the ſtring of Gods harpe, conſig- 
ned tg-you by Teſus Chriſt himſelfe, and ſo many holy 
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perſonages: you muſt viethem well, for feare you find 
not your puniuhment , cuenin the Sacrifice of PR 
tion .Take heed you facrifice fot { as S. Gregory faith) the 
Calfe without Flowre, which is, to make prayer with 
hpps', without application of hart, | _” 
' Fower things will greatly ſerte youto refiſt diſtra- 
Aions, and dryneſle, that arife in prayer. The firſt, be- 
fore prayer , and in the time of prayer to frame to your 
ſelfe a lwely, and Ttrong 1424 of the preſence of God; 
And when any diſtra&tion happeneth ynto you , recall 
your thoughts into theyr Center, in often — 
your intentions , in the beginning of euery part of 

prayer . ans 
The ſecond ,not being charged with any office , by 
obligation, make few yocall prayers,and ſtay vpon eue- 
ry wprd the ſpace of a breathing fir in the meane' time 
pondering both ypon the word-which you pronounce, 
and the perſon to whom you ſpeake, and on your owne 
baſenofi> and vnworthineffe. This manner is very ſoue- 

raigne, and auayleable to pray well: oS Ou 
' The third, to follow the counſell of Caſciodorms , to 
take this vocall prayer, which you rehearſe,as if it were 
- particularly made for you ,or that it had euen theſame 
ſprouting buds originally in your hart. S9 ought you to 
connatutalize it, and pundually' eſpouſe all the affe- 
&10ns, which'the author of this prayer had, when the 
Holy Ghoſt dictated it to him. You muſt reioyce, be- 
wayle, hate,and loue vpon Damd's harpe, as by a cer- 
tainedminetnfpiration'. : $:10-i| 
\. The fourth;toaske'often of God:the guift of prayer, 
to offer him all your prayers in vnion with thoſe of our 
Sautour, and chaſtice your negles by ſome voluntary 
ſatisfaction, To water, and moyſten your prayers, and 
Br Icy 
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retayne them in full yigour, it 1s needfull, that as you 
ſpeake to God inthe excerciſe of prayer, he ſpeake to 
you im bookes,and by the mouth of preachers. Where- 
fore, make a reſolution to imploy daily ſome part of 

our time in the reading of ſome deuout booke , as 
well that, which contayneth precepts, as examples. Go 
not (as it weee ) boot-haling , with an vaſteddy curioſi- 
ty , which ſwalloweth all, and cuer remayneth hungry: 
But hxe, with your thoughts, and afte&ions vpon that 
which you read, inſuch{ort, that you may be 1mbued, 
and coloured witha firme tincture. Good bookes are as. 
the caue of Sybilla. Caſs; Longinu layth , the inhabi- 
tants of that caue, tooke a certayne rapture of prophe- 
ſy ; and1n ofrenreuoluing the writings of Saints, the 
ſpirit of Saintes is.acquired . 

And as far Sermons. ,.take heed of that Canker .of 
worldly ſ pirits ,who heare prea chers, as Athenian Ora- 
tors, or as one would a curious Lute-player,or a Come- 
dy in the Burenndian Hoſtery. If he who preacheth to: 
you, haue no other intention,, but to pleaſe you , and 
you no other purpoſe , but toſooth your &wne cunoſi- 
ty , he hath wearyed his lungs , and you in the meane 
ſpace, haue had theitchin your eares ; the time will 
come , when he ſhall haue the worme in his hart to 
gnaw him, and you the tingling in your eares, for your 
puniihment. The ſeller , andthe buyer , ſhall be payd 
with the coyne of reprobation. Who ſpeaketh not, and 
who heareth not, to do, and become better , abuſeth a 
word, {igned out with the bloud of Jeſus-Chriſt , the: 
loſe whereof, is moſt daungerous, andthe account in- 
eſtimable. | | 
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Sejon XVI, Of theſecond Combat of 
che ſpirituall man, againſt Weakenes. 


*# LL that , which I. haue very largely dif- 
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SFr + courſed on before , ſerues to dilfipate the dar- 
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Dn) I kneſſe of ignorance, and to repleniſh a ſoule, 


<2 with the knowledge of God, with good Maxi- 
mes, good deſyres , & good purpoſes : & doubtleſſe no- 
thing would be found moreeaſy;8 familiar, then todo 
well, were it not temptations come athwart vs, which 
are the Remord's (as it were) & hindrances of the foule. 
And thereforeitis neceſſary to frame to your ſelfe an 
vndaunted courage, high, and reſolute;, to refift with 
:1nuincible hand, and ſtrikeat an infinite number of ob= 
ſactes, whichpreſent themſelues in all manner of occa- 
ſions, and which bring vpon our ſoules acceſſes of fire, 
and ice zof fire of concupiſcence ; of ice of puſillanimi- 
ty, toforme in the end, anabſolute inhability to Ver- 
tue, 

This inhability is vanquiſhed by the graceof God, 
and vertue of Fortitude, which warranteth courage to 
vadertake, and ſtrenghnethit.to-beare, what reaſon di- 
Rateth. Andallthough to vndertake, ſeeme a thing ve- 
ry glorious , it1s notwithſtanding the hardeſt taske to 
endure a temptatis, tb oppoſe it with yamooued foote, 
wo wraſtle with it, totrample on ir,/and'in the end by 
yertue; to erect Tropheys overit, ' fe 

' 8, Thomas very wdiciouſly yieldeth the reaſons. t. 
Becauſe he; who is aſſaulted, ſeemeth euer in worſe 
ſtare, then hethat aſlaulreth : For encountring , he all- 
ALLA Ys Rr 2 Wayes 
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'wayes preſuppoſeth himſeltfe to be ſtronger. Now,it ap= 
peareth, he, who vndergoeth ſome braue ation of cou- 
rage, is the aſſaylant, & he who withſtandetha rempta- 
tiontis oppoſed, and ſometimes ſhaken without thin- 
king therof; which is farre more troubleſome, and hard, 
and therefore draweth after it much more reſolution, 
in calea good, and able: refiſtance be. thereunto made. 
2« The aſlasJant beholdeth the perill , as future , and he 
who 1s tempted (ceth the temptation-euen almoſt with- 
in his gates,in his harc, 1n has bowels. 3. The aſſailant, 
often diſchargeth his piſtoll, hike a Harguebaſyer, betore 
he haueleaſureto know. the daunger, and readily rety- 
reth. The other, whoſfuftcreth, burneth as with a: gentle 
fire, and inthe meane rime, if he be patient, he long 
time ſtayeth with arepoſed reſt, yer not ſtriking at all, 
which. 11s a thing worthy of an. eternall. crowne: The 
LAlexanders,the Ceſars, who flew like Eagles to thecon- 
queſt of worlds., oftentimes yielded themlelues to the 
leaſt temptation; theyr ſtrengh was diſguiſed, not reall, 
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Sedion XV IT, The Armes againſt 
Temptation, conteined in. tyyclue 
Maximes. 


HE meanestorefiſt temptations , is not to: 
frame toyour (elfe aſpiritual leproſy, which 
feeleth nothing; Itis-hard to.obrayne:r , ſo: 
ſenſible Selte-loue 15, and when one hath it; 


. » by” 
 herratheris a ſtone, then a man.. Itis not to drine awa 
one Temptation with another , & todo one-miſchizfs 


t0:befreed of another ; for to purſueſuch:courles,is liks 


p walking. 
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waſhing onesſelfe with inke . Itis not to hide one from 
all kind of incounters, and neuer to do well , for feare 
to haue occalion of a combat agaynſtill ; but to rebftit 
couragioully, in that ſort, as I will hew. | 

That great forementioned man Tohn Picus Mirane 
dulr, hath colleaed twelue notable Maximes, —_— 
. iſe wherof 15 moſt profitable, to enable your lelfein 
ſpirituall. combat agaynſt impotency. | 
. I. Maxime. That you muſt-be tempted , on what 
fide ſocuer it happen, 1z hoc poſiti ſurmu:.lt is our profeili- 
0n,0Uur trade,our continuall exerciſe. The Egle coplay- 
neth not of her wings , nor the ni2htingale of her fone, 
nor peacocke of her tayle , becaule 115 by kind; & it 1s 
as naturall for man to be tempted, as for a bird to fly,to 
ling, to cheriſh: her feathers ..If zou forſake the way of 
ſpiricuall life, fearing to be tempted , and turne head 
towar:ies. worldly contentments, hold it for an infal- 
lible verity-, you therein ſhall be much more engaged ; 
and which1s-worſle , without comfort, honour, merit, 
or recompence; you ſhall leauea paper- Croſſe, whichif 
you knew well how to mannage, would loade you, as 
feathers do the bird; you would forſake 1t {ſay I) to take 
another hard, APR. , and bloudy, which would inueſt: 
youin the confraternity of the bad Theefe. | 

Thar.great Prelace of France, Sydoniin Apollinanis,. 
relateth: that a certayne man, called Haximmn, being 
arrived at the hezght of honour by vnlawfull, and ind1- 
re& wayes., much grieued fromthe firſt day , and' brea- 
thing out a great ſigh, ſpake theſe words: Felice tr Dt- Sydow: £6 
mocles, qui non vn01longiuis prandio, regni necesſitatem toleyg- Þ2% % 3:6, 
viii! O Damocles, Ieſteeme theemoſt happy ,'to haue '# 
been a Kang only the ſpace of a'dinnertyme; It is nowa 
. whole. day , thatI haue beendo., and can no longer ett- 


_ dyreit,, "—— - 3+  'Ra- 


| Theſ, Jo 


2+ Remember,that in the affayres of the world, we 
* fight alonger time, we trauel morepainefully,wereape 
' more fruitleſly [The end of one toy|e15'the beginning of 
another; in paynes taking there 15 no'other hope, bur e= 
' uertolabour;a temporall toyle draweth after ntan eter. 
nall payne. | 
| Is it not a meere folly to belieue a Paradiſe, an 
eternall life , a Tefus Chriſt, who made vnto himlelfe a 
| Ladder of the Crofle to aſcend to the throne of his glo.' 
ry : and you in the meane while to be deſirous to liue 
heere with armes acroſſe? To ſee the Mayſter open the 
way of heauen throughſo many thornes , and the ſer. 
uant not co be willing to tread but ypon flowers? To ſee 
vnder a head all waſted , and worne with ſufferings, a 
delicate member , as one ſhouſd make to a Coloſus of 
 braſle, feete of flaxe. 
4+ Werethere no other fruitin temptation, but the 
conformity which we thereby haue with Ieſus Chriſt, 
| the Soueraygne wiſdome, 1t 15 to be highly recompen- 
| fed. A braue Captayneſayd to a ſoldiar,who dyed with 
him :Thou, who wouldeſt have been vnknowne all thy 
| life-tyme, itis no ſmall honour to thee to dye with thy 
May ſter this day. And who would nor hold it for a great 
_ glory , to haue the Sonne of God for Capenyne , for 
Companion , for Speatour, for Theater, for Guerdon 
-1nallhis afflictions, and tribulations : Who would not 
Account 1t a great dignity , to be dayly crucifyed with 
| him ?Todiſtend his hands, and armes vpon the Croſle, 
1n withholding them from violences , rapines, ruines, 
- Wherwith the rn of lying tranſporteth vs ? To fetter 
your feere, in hindring them to runne after the vnhrid- 
_ Jed defires of your hart ? To make bitrer your tongue, in 
. ſubduing the pleaſures of your taſt? To'wound your bo- 
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dy, in beating downe the incirements of fleſh, by a ho- 
ly mornfication? To leflen your felfe , by the contempt 
of honour , according to theexample of hiny, who be» 
ing able alwayes to walke ypon the wings of Cheru« 
bims, would creepe amongſt vs, likea little worme of 
che earth? What a glory were it toſay, what. Paxilaid, 
Ego figmata Domini Ieſu in corpore meo portof 
| 5. Nee to confidein hutwane remedyes , when you 

yndertake to ouercome a temptation; It 15 not a _ 

which dependeth meerely vpon vs ; It 1s neceſlary Go 
go before, & we thereto contribute our free-will ; If he 
watch not ouer our heads , it wilbe a hard matter for'ys 
to keep Centinell . No creatures ſofeeble, as-he who 
holdeth himſelfe for ſtrong, being only armed with-his 
owneconhdence. Multa in homine bona finnt, que non fa- 


cit homo . Nulla vero facit homo bonk, que non Dems preftet , Concil. A= 


man doth not: And man-dothnot good ,' which Go 
doth not. Who thinketh to reſiſt temptations without 
his-help, 15 I1ke him , who-haftnerh to the warres, and. 
ftumblerh. at the threſhould-of his owne doore. And 
therefore:an effe&uall meanes in this bartell , is to inſiſt 
much on prayer, eſpecially at the firſt entrance of a 
temptation. | 

6. When you hane vanquiſhed a temptation, take 
very good heed you leaue not your ranke, and wholy 
flacken your courage: as if there were no moreenemyes 
to beoppoſed . As Diſtruſt is the mother to: Safety , ſo 
ever much-Security 15 the hare of Perill. If your enemy 
fill roame' vp, and downe, like a roaring Lyon, be- 
come you on the other fide a watchfull Lyon in the C&- 


fine[ls of the God of 'Hoſts, and take for your deuife', 1p, any4 


Super [peculam Domini ego ito. ' © ; 
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7; Content not your ſelte only ,netro be beaten , 
butafſayle your enemy : when Sathan would ſet aſnare 
to entrap you , make it, an inſtrument of merit. If he 

reſent a good worke to you, which glitcereth 1n the 
world , thereby to tempt you with pride , make a good 
worke of it, & leaue Vanity, referring all tothe greater 
honour of God. 

8. When you are in combat, fight with alacrity, as 
if you were already certayne of vitory . Turne away 
the eye of your conſideration, from what you ſuffer, 8& 
hold it perpetually fixed vpon the reward . A great vn- 
happineſſe, which maketh many to fall headlog in tem- 

tation,1is, that they haue their mindes fo ſtretched,and 
Lens vpon the thoughtof payne, they cannot abide to 
behold the reward which wayteth on them. When the 
forty Martyrs were inthe frozen lake, thirty nine of the 
looked backe vpon the future Crowne, & one of them 
vnhappily thought of nothing , but of his puniſhment. 
All of them remayned victorious , except this wretched 
creature, who (oyling the glory of his patience, came 
outof the poole to dye preſently after in his Infidelity, 
Do you not thinke that which comforced our Sauiour 
on the Croſle in that bottomleſſe Abyile of calumnyes 
& dolours, was a mirrour of glory, where he ſaw all his 
ſufferings in Crowns ? Behold the courſe which 1s to be 
held.To ſtay alittle on the preſent, & reſt in a ſtrong ap- 
prehenfion of the future - And euer to haue theſe words 
of S. Paulin your hart : Momentaneum, & lene tribulations 
notre, eternu gloria ponds operatur in nobis . Fight then 
with courage , as if it were the laſt temptation , which 
-Jhould aſſayle you , and be perſwaded that heerein is 

. the iſſue of your predeftination:: when you haue ouer- 
£omeir, gouerne your {elle like a man, readily preſt to 
—_ enter 
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eneer againeinto the liſts, and make one victory thede-. 
ree for another. | | h 
g- Though yoube valiant, Braue.not daunger, Tept 
not temptation ,£aſting your fſelfe into the occaſiogs- 
thereof through preſumprion of hart. He thac much af- 
feteth ww. 4 inſteed of finding glory therein , ſhall 
trace out his owne Tombe. | 
1. A I meanes'to conquer Temptations, - 
is ſeaſonably to diſcouer the countenances of them, to 
know them well, to conſider theyr nature, to ſee the 
ſtrength my haue vpon the ſpirit : It ordinarily hap- 
neth, what the good Epidterus ſayth : It is not the thing 
that troubles vs; Itis our fantaſy. How many tempta- 
tions would be vanquiſhed by fleighting them , if one | 
tooke buta litle leaſuretolaughat them. We make Ele-_ 
phants of flyes ; and of litle. Dwarfts, who by ſtealth 
pinch vs, we frame Gyants . We reſemble young-chil- - 
dren, 'whofor feare of a vizard thide themſelues with 
teares 1n theyr Nurſes . boſomes : but. take away the 
maske,and gue them it to handle, and they will make 
ſport with 1t. How many things ſeeme terrible, and im- 
poflibleto vs , which na ridiculous ;and-caly to, 
ouercome, if we neuerſo licle touch them with our fin- 
er. In temptations of puſillanimity,it is good to repre- 
Gan to your ſelfe theſe falſe Gyants,as Dwarits: Butin 
that of luſt, you muſt-not. deſpiſe any: thing, rather lay 
hold of litle threeds, as if they would become huge ca- 
bles. Bothin the one, and the other there is nothing to 
be done, but to daſh theſe litle Babylomians againlt the 
ſtones: withſtand beginnings , and ſuffer not our ene- 
myes to fortify themſelues, to our diſaduantage. | 
- 11. The ſtone of offence, and ſcandall to many , is 
that they lively preſent to theyr imagination the ſweet- 
S i 
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neſſeof ſinne, and neuer conſider of the pleaſure, which 
is deriued from the victory ouer ſinne. As foone as man 
is plunged in the puddle thereof , Behold - a bluſhing 
Soule;. drenched in Penfiueneſſe, Melancholy. 8& Del- 
payre,to whom a lothſome pleaſure, which paſſeth asa 
. Dreame, furnthheth him from a dreame with. a heape of 
ſcornes, ſorrowes, and confuſions: burtquite contrary, 
that ſoule; which hath reſiſted, findeth herſelfe content, 
generous, aduaunced, fatisfyed with holy comforts, 
which come from the paradiſe of God. Few men reuol- 
ue this thought, which S. Cypriaz much recommendeth. 
B;hold why the number of the damned 1s very great: & 
yet notwithſtanding dothirnor ſeeme to-you very rea -: 
{onable, that man whoa thouſand times hath yielded. 
to temptation , once in his life ſhould taſt the {weet- 
nefſe, which is in viktory ouer a temptation , to.retoyce: 
tor euer ? | * x 4 1454 

12. "Thinkenot you are thelefle acceptable to-God, 
when he ſuffereth you to. be tempred , yea. with diſho- 
neſt thoughts, which to chaſt Soules are extremely 1r- 
keſome. Alas, why? If S. Paul that Cherubim ſcarched- 
with celeſtrall ardours, who hath fixed: his foote vpon 
the front of the ſtars, / if we follow the opinion of S.. 
Ambroſe,Theophilatt, and Occumenins) hath felt the ſtings. 
of Concupiſcence in a fleſh ;rapt.to.the third heauen , 
thinke you 1n that you haue ſome good diſpoſitions. of 
well doing, you ought to be freed from: warres of na- 
rure, which euer keep in humility your ſoule, alitle too: 
maulgentto it ſelfe ? 
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Seton X Vi1H.' Of rhree' 'tentpra- 
tions vyhichhinder many in the yyay 
- of perfectionsto vvit>Shame of 'U'Vell- 
doing, Oner much affetion to ſome erea= 
ture, and Pensjueneſſe in doing vwell. : 


Againit the shame of -well-doing. et; 3164 
ANY would _ bein the way of a life 


truly chriſtian, hauing ſoules of an excellenc 
| remper, and pious relliſhes of God: byt they 
haue but one temptation; who would belicue 
(4t?It 15che ſhame of, well doing . Their foules are-big 
with good defires, reſembling che Eagle's ſtone, which 
.cuer hath another 1n it, and ncuer bringeth 1t forth..So 
. haue they in theyr harts( according to theys owne opi- 
nion )a good reſolution ſeriouſly to imbrace devotion. 
But this alone (what will men ſay? ) ſcattereth as many 
. good thoughts, as the hart can conceyue : what practile 
-of remedyes. will you haue againſt; this putillanimiry 
(Efteminateſoule? } Only conhder. what yeudo;, and 
T you be aſhamed, it can be of nothing , but of your 
Aelfe. . 
FurſtI aske,, who maketh you bluſh in the ſeruice 
,of your ſpouſe? Do you bluſh at bis pouerty 2 At his de- 
formity? at his ignorance? Or tell me , what.decay haue 
-you obſerued in him,to imprint a bluſhing vermillion 
-on your brow?Poore: how can he beſo, ſince he maketh 
all righ? Deformed.:.how can hebeſo, fince he is ori- 
| | "WS 2 gina 
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ginall beauty, ſowed vpon all creatures of the world ? 
Ignorant: how can he be ſo,fince he is the eternall Wiſ- 
dome ? Tell me then, what haue you to beaſhamed of ? 
Some will ſay , that you will ſeeme tobe vertuous , and 
deuout. Do not fo, but be fo indeed ; If you have not 
cauſe ta bluſh for heauen , why ſhould you bluſh at Ver- 
rues , which are the daughters of Heauen? BehoId what 
ſacritedge you commit: thamefaſtneſle is made for vice; 
It is the vayle wherewith nature couereth chem, when 
they endeauour to hide themſelues , & you will ſhadow 
vertues? Alas! The Martyrs haue become red with bloud. 
to preferue deuotion, & you bluſh with ſhame to betray 
it. A feueriſh reſpet towards ſome creature, which paf- 
ſerh away in the turning ofa hand , hindreth (perhaps) 
— or fourty yeares of vertue. O-miſery. 

Secondly, what haue you ſo much to excite; & driue 
you forward in welldoing ? Thinke you , your ſelfe ro 
be at this preſent, the only creature in the world, which 
taſteth deuotion? A thouſand,and a thouſand wel] qua- 

-lifyed haue aduaunced the ſtandard of piery. If the ni- 
. ber of bad authorize Wickedneſle , why ſhould not fo 
goodly a troupe of honeſt men, furniſh-vs with conh- 
denceinough, to vanquiſh one impious fantaſy, which 
verily is nothin Pee: hr any ſubſRance, but what your 
remitſeneſſe andicdis a 
Then tell me in the third place, whatis it, you ſo 
much feare wholy to giue your ſelfe to deuorion ? The 
ewinkling of an eye , a filly ſmile}, a breath of wordes, 
which quickly paſſeth , and hurteth none. And beheld 
why you forſake God: what is more eaſy to be ouer- 
come then all that?a little filence anſwereth all. It is nat 
required of you, you ſhould oppoſe your armesagaynft 
the violent ſtreame of atorrent.Stlence only 1s demaun- 
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ded, and to hope well, whichare the two eaſyeſt things 
of the world: 1nſilentio, & ſpe erit fortitudo veitra Would 
you puta greataffrontvpon a babler , who flouteth at 
your deuotions? Anſwere him nor. All that he ” 7 
ro humour you, your gibbruh pleaſeth him,your ſilence 
laſhech him . In the end , he canot ſay ſo much , but.that 


| you may heare much more. He hath but one mouth , & «, Regs 6; 


you haue two eares. Let Michol reuile , and perſiſt you 
indauncing before the Arke,your patience will ſtop all 
mouths,and irvthe end purchale all Crownes. 

But you feare you cannot perſenere in the way of 
vertue , and that many chaunges may putfome nore 


of inconſtancy vpon you . You do well, to feare your 


ſelfe, if you ſo much expe perſeuerance from your 


ſelfe : Bur if you looke for it from God , ought not you 


ro haue more hope of his goodneſſe, then feare from 
your owne infirmityes? You are not aduiſed , to make 
your deuotions eminent by ſome notavlealteration,cx- 
traordinary 1n theexteripur , accompanyed with cere- 
monious enforcements, in{upportable to your conditi- 
on? No-: But to vndertakea deuotion ſweet, facile, and 
conforme to-common vie, which hath lefſe of outward 
femblance, and moreof1nward worth fo ſhall you the 
better preſerue it, and 1t ſhall be the more. profitable. 


for you , 
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'Seftion XIX. The affe&jon to creatures, 
© andnamely che paſſion of Louc . 


RB*F TER ſhame commeth Iltkewiſe a ſnare 
much more dangexzous; this 15a faſtning v- 
; pon ſome Creature of what ſortſoeuer. Ma- - 
R232, ny foules ſeeme already very generouſly to - 
ſhaketheir wings , to peyze them(ciues , and ſoare 1nto 
the sky, bur there 15 ſome hitle wretched threed , which 
fertererh their feet One cannot forlake ſuch a lodging, 
another ſuch an Exerciſe , a third ſuch a Cuſtome, a - 
Fourth ſuch a Company, whichin the meane ſpace dif- 
ſolueth the courle ot his good purpoſes, maketh his hart. 
'become childiſh; and ſometymes dull, and ftupide to the 
relliſhes of God. g + 
Amongſt all the tyes, this 1s the moſt powerfull, 
which proceedeth from the paſſion of loue,, and fome- 
tymes among perſons, who hauetheir ſoules moſt-pure, 
and ſuch as are in their owne opinion farre remooned 
from this miſchieuous Pafhon : yet 1s it not withont pe- 
zil].if this loue ſhould come like ſome other grotle, and 
carnall , with an arrow, and torchin hand, ane might 
more eabily defend himſelie: But he approacheth with 
a little ſting, ſubtile, flender,and (2s ut were) wholy {p1- 
'Fituall, thar one cannot well perceyue it, in the begin- 
ning. Itrefembleth thoſe little flying wormes , which 


PLedo a» 7 edon lpeaketh of, that vnperceyueably ſting: Maes 
pud Senee, Fermrs ils, fallens in periculum vis ef, tumor indicat moy- 


ſum . When they haue fixed their ſting, we know not 
chey haue ſtung vs, yntill weſee ſomeſwelling riſe ypon 
e 
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the skin.' So in ſuch petty loue-daliances, weſee nar the . 

wound , nor ſting, we know not what we ſuffer, what 

we do, what we vndertake, what we deſire, One doth 

not (as it were) know that helqueth: Notwithſtanding , 

the ſoule is putfed vp ,.and goeth out of iz's tedder, = 

diſſolueth it ſelfe in a ſea of diſturbances, which are ve= 
ry preiudiciall topurity , | S's = 
It were better to-haue (agit were) ſome kind of Lea; 
proſy , then fuch a paſſion : For (that) would infec; 
but the-body , but (this) diveth in the end,euen into the 

botrome of the ſoule , weaueth his web in the marrow , 

forrageth ouer all that, which hath vigour 41n- Our if- 

ward parts, and leaueth meagreneſle, and ſterility, and. 

_ - maketh our hart like to thoſe abortions of peacrles ,, 
which .haue-been blaſted with lightening, hauing inſteed 
of abright ſubſtice, nothing els, but an exteriour filme x 

What thall one.dointhis caſe? It.is ayery eaſy matters 

iue-a-preſeruatiue., which may keep vs from the blow, 

Fas it 15 very. difficult to draw the foreneſſe from the: 

wound : you need ſometyme bur the very wind of your 

hat , to turne away athunderclap , and that it may nog 
ftrike where it, ſeemeth tobe aymed : the thunder ma» 
keth his cracks, as remedyleſle, as ſuddayne, & violent. 

Euen (o this Paſſion in the beginning may be diſpelled, 

with a very little heed , and dexterity, but when paſſage: 

is made-for it.into the hart, it rayſetha;tempeſt , 

But mn conclufian what meanes 15 there ro ſtay it? It 
will be told you,muſt haue recourſe to prayer, to medi- 
tation of the croſie, the day of iudgment, the inyoca- 
tion of the Bleſſed Vargin,and Saintes, the frequentation 
of Sicraments, faſting the auſtgrityes.of penngnce, and 
theſe are gogd remedyes, Y.et you notwit! Ragnding wall: 
ſay vnto me, whatprayer can ong make, when he 15 en- 
ICONS) MPT OR gulphed' 
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oulphedina | _ypens perpetually buzzeth in his 
brayne? Do like ſonas, cry out of the'Whales belly , call 
from the bottome of the Abyſle with many 1aculatory 

rayers.But auſterities to what yſe will they ſerue? The 
body is ſubdued, it is true; bur yer paſſion remayneth 
ſhllin the bottome of the foule. It naught importeth, 
the weaknefle of fleih by litle, and litle cutteth the 
ſinewes of paſſions, which are inherent n the fleſh . All 
that you will ſay is likewiſe feafible , prouided I be not 
_ thereby ſeparated from the company of fuch a one;And 
behold the inconuenience,you will perpetually put oyle 
into the flame, and not haue it burne. 

1 The moſt ſoueraigne remedy is, what you leaſt 
deſire, though you make ſhew of deſiring health. All 
that which > aw the malady is the preſence of the 
vbiect. Our paſſions reſſemble Ecchos: Do you notlec, 
that Ecchos,the further you go from them , the leſſe re- 
percuffion there 1s, they leſſening, and looſing themſel- 
ues in the ayre. This affeRtion that ſpeaketh fo lewd by 
refletion of the countenance, which you daily behold 
with ſo much contentment, will quickly wither by a li- 
tle abſence. But one day ( alone ) of anion 15 an 
age to you ; ſuffer this age, and the time will come, it 
hall notlaſtan hower with you. 

2. Verily , all well conſidered, the play is not worth 
the candle. Muſt you 1nflit ſo many paines vpon your 
bodies,ſo many torments on your mind, looſeſo much 
time,make ſo many ill rongues talke,to pleafe( I know 
not what) petty, wicked, & toundred debire. which one 
knoweth not whatitis, nor to what it tendeth ? 

3- If you knew, whatyou defired, you would be 
aſhamed of your ſelfe,you would hauecauſe to be ama- 
zed, how ſo noble a ſpirit ſhould ſuffer it ſelfe to bg 
tranſpor- 
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tranſported with ſuch follyes. The notable Reymond Lul- 
lius, who paſſionately was enamoured of a Lady wile , 
& honeſt, when purpolely to cure his frenzy, ſhe ſhew- 
ed him one of her breaſts eaten, and gnawne through 
- witha Canker, and extremely hideous to behold : Stay 
ſimple man , behold what you loued ; he at that inſtance 
comming to himſelfeſayd : Alas was it for this I loſt ſo 
many good houres, that I burned, becameentraunced, 
that I paſſed through fire, and water ? All louers would 
ſay the like, were the ſcarfe taken from their eyes . 

4- Ir wellappeareth, you want ſome great affront, 
ſome reall paynes , ſome ſerious imployment. Ir is the 
ſuperfluous exceſle of idlenefle , which diſſoluerth your 
hart1n theſe efteminacyes . You were better haue ſome 
miſchieuous proceſſe agaynſt you, then all theſe trifling 
entertaynments . Frame ſome good imployment,tofree 
yourlſelfe from a bad. a. 2 that which was ſayd. 
Viuere non licet , & fornicari licebit ? When one hath no 
leaſure to liue, he hath noleyſure to loue . 

5- Repreſent to your elfe, thata thouſand vndaun- 
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ted courages, for that they haue twice or thrice reſiſted Ruſticum 


paſſion conſtantly, haue found themſelues free,at liber- 
ty,in peace, & tranquallity of ſpirit, wholy admirable, 
and you for want of a little reſolution daily tumble,and 
inuolue your ſelfe in your fetters . Make a little refi- 
ſtance, caſt away (I pray) all theſelittle Vrchins which 
afflict you : Is an abſence ſo troubleſome , that to auoyd 
it , you muſt torture your body , vilify your ſpirit, and 
yield your reputation vp,as a prey to {launder? You ſhal 
no ſooner, put the wedge into the blocke, but it ſhall be 


done, you ſhall haue a {oule vioriouſly elevated ouer ,, Reg. 193 


paſſion, which ſhall reioyce amidſt the Tropheys there- 
of. | 
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Settion XX, Agaynſt Sadneſle. 
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\ AVE you neuer repreſented to your ſelfe 
Y the poore Elias lying vnder the Tuniper-tree, 
773) BY oppreſſed with melancholy, and ſaying to 
AA ERS God withan afteftonate hart : My good , it 
35 inough; Take my ſoule Iam no better, then my fore- 
fith:rz? This Paſſion often happenethin perſons, who- 
are entred into the liſt of a life more perte&t. Anxiety 
croTerh them, ſadneſf: gnaweth them , melancholy aft- 
fliterh them , and Sathan ( willing ever, to fiſhina 
troubled water ) ſerues himſelfe with this diſturbance 
of mind, to make them returne backe agayne into the 
falſe pleaſures of the world. What remedy, what practiſe- 
ſhall we confront this miſchiefe withall? Let vs vie Da-. 
ids Harpe , to charme this daungerous Diuell of Saw/. 
You are fad / fay you;)it much concerneth you to found 
your hart, that you may know, from whence this pen=- 
tiuenef{: proceedeth,and apply fit remedy thereunto. 
Sometyme Sadneſſe commeth from an indiſcreet 
zeale, when one will of his owne accord vndertake au- 
ſerityes, neyther conſented to,, nor ordered by coun- 
ſayle. He cannot find good ſuccelſe, yet is aſhamed to 
295 backe-againe, which 1s the cauſe he is tormented , 
b2twez2n the hammer, and the anuile. S9mertrme it pro- 
c2edeth from a greatimmortification of paſſion, js we 
at th: entrance? 1ntoaſpirituall life, feeling that one be- 
ginneth to picke quarrells ro them, do put themſelues 
11to the field aflayling,turmoyling, & fearing the mind; 
a51t 15 ayd,a. little fiih,called the waſpe of the ſea,in the 
| dog- 
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dogge-dayes ſtingeth , & diſquieteth therepoſe of other 
my F& 7 ,3; 23 Fe. 3-00 IV TPO IE 
| It is perhaps (as yet) in your ſoule, neyther day, 
- nornight, winter, nor ſummer, nor cold, nor hoat, but 
good, and euill ſtruggle who ſhall getthe vpper hand, 
and this warre troubleth you ? Sometime itproceedeth 
from a great tendernefle of hart, and a paſſionate loue 
of one's ſelfe. It ſeemeth to a litle girle, who weepeth in 
the nooke of a chamber, that the whole world 1s inter- 
efſed in her ſorrow, and that euery body ſhould be- 
 moane her. Nothing is like to her ynhappineſle, her bur- 
' thens are of lead, and all others light as feathers ; if you 
weepe not with her , ſhe becommeth the more melan- 
choly,and if you do forow with her, ſhe takerh a higher 
Tone to deplore her grieuances: There'is' many times 
much nicenefle in our Sorowes, and oftimes our teares, 
are _—_ els, but meere fopperyes . 
From this Selfe-Loue proceederh Vanity,and Com- 
placence,, which ſerueth vs well with wormewood, to 
Fraſon our morſels withall. The man which is ouer 
much pleaſed with himſelfe, neceſſarily difpleaſech ma- 
ny,and to gayne too great a frend within himſelfe., he 
. purchaſeth ſundry enemyes without himſelfe. All 
things cannot happen to his wiſh,and, as good ſucceſſes 
inebriate.him wick contentments , euull torture, and 
1mmoderately contriſtate him . | 
Briefly,bad melancholy often ariſeth from a iealous, 
and ennious eye: The good hap of another, is a ſtraw in 
his GY, whichener will trouble, him, if Charity brin 
not her helping hand. Behold heere a lamentable hey 
chiefs. All che perfe&tions of another, are ours, when 
we loue them in'another; and whea we hate them, they 
are thorns in'our eyes, which extremely torment vs. 
WFIROY Ti a Haue 


332 The Holy Court. [| Lib,z. 

Haue we not payne inough within our ſelues, but we 
muſt plant croſſes in the proſperity of others? Parum al;- 
cui eit, ſtipſe ſit falix, niſi alter faerit infelix. Sound your 
harc, and ſeeif your ſadneſſe am from one of theſe 
five ſources,or from many of them together. Take away 
the cauſe , by the fauor of Gods grace, by the helpe of 
endeauour,courage & reſolution ,you then ſhal haue the 
effe&, and enioy a peaceable {oule, like heauen ſmiling 
in a bright ſerenity . 

My ſadneſle ( ſay you ) commeth not from this oc- 
caſion. Would to God it were ſo; you were allready 
very happy,ifall thatI haueſayd, were not of force to- 
make you fad. From whence commeth-:it then ? From 
the accidents which befall me on euery part, andif no- 
thing happen to me, Iam vaquiet with my owe ſelte. 
If you thinke.tobue wholy without ſaJneſſe, you muſt 
framea new world for your ſelfe. Sadneſſe 15s a bitter 
plant, which groweth in your garden; you muſt know 
at one time , or another , what taſt it hath. To thinke 
wholy to free your ſelfe, is to make your ſelfe a King 1n. 
the Cards, and onely to braue it in Paper, like the aun=- 
cient Philoſophers, who had their hands , ſhorter then 
their tongues. 

Our Sautour was contriſkated in that dolorous gar- 
den, watered with bloudy ſweats,to-teach.vs, the perfe- 
&ion ofa Chriſtian, is nor , in notbeing ſenſible of ſo- 
row,but to moderate the ſame tRaies, The beſt 
remedy 15 that which IESVS-©HRIST hath-hewed 
to vs,to wit, prayer. It is a wonderfull: contentment to- 
tpeake to God, and to tell him your affictions. Behold: 
you not ina garden-bed, how thoſe poore. T ulipans are 
ſhut vp with melancholy vnder the ſhady coldneſſe: of 
the night; and you mightſay the Sug within his rayes. 

TT | beareth 
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beareth the key to open them: For as ſoone as he riſeth, 
and courteth: them a tle, with thateye which exhilara- 
teth torall nature, behold they vnlooſe theſelues , dilate 
themſelues , and witneſſe theyr ioy for the arriuall of 
this Planet.The like happeneth to your hart , it ſome= 
times longremayneth benummed,and frozen, for want 
of having recourſe to prayer. Learne a little to talke 
with God by 1aculatory prayers. Learne to complayne 
your ſelfe ro God , and to feeke the remedyes of your 
wounds 1n his mercyes, and you will find a greatlight- 
ang, and alacrity., = 

The (ſecond ,to.hauea ſpirituall Father, or adiſcreet, 
and faythfull. friend to whome one may vnburthen his 
conſciencewithall confidence, & ſecurity .The cloud, 
how darke, or ſurcharged ſocuer itbe , in that propor- 
tion it emptyeth itſeite, clearethat hand the hart, vn= 
burdening his calamityes 1n the eare of another, be- 
commeth-more bright, and luſtrous. 

Thirdly,ſfome | ne Fathers aduiſcDiſcipline,to- 
ſuppreſle interiour ſadneſſe, by exteriour ſorrow : But 


this remedy is not for all forts of men. Saint Hierome , is ,.. aq 
2 better Phiſitian , who ordayneth for certayne melan= xyſticums 


choly men., rather to vſe the fomentations of Hippo= 
crater, then to afflict their bodyes, & diſtill. their braynes 
m other practiſes : Hippocratis mazis fomentis,quam noftris 
monitis indigent : you: muſt take very good heed, you: 
make not your (elfe a Timor , and. hate men, and life, 
entertayning your ſelfe in Hypocondriaque humours ,. 
. which chrow a mind into the gulfe of diſturbance. God: 
will, wetake moderate pleaſure in creatures, which he: 
hath made for our content, and.eaſe., that we may. en- 
joy; them: 18: tyme;, and place;, euery one according tas 
bus condition, profeflion, and rule of waldome. Syneftue: 
«ly: __ | 7 hn faythy 


— 
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. * ayth, the Creatour hath giuen the feeling of pleaſurs 
to ſenſe, to lerueas an arreſt to the ſoule , & to hold itin 
' , good quarter with the body, 4g zi; iTeri . Saint The- 
8. Tho t. ,,,45,among the remedyes of Sadneſſe,nameth Bathing: 
oem Somns, & balnea doloremmitigant . The Scripture it felt. 
counſayleth vs to giue wine, and other fitting draughts 
for th.m todrinke, who haue their harts oppreſſed with 
bitterneſle: Date /ſiceram marentib us, vinum ew, quiama- 
ro ſunt anime. If onethinke to makea greatſacrifice to 
God, reſting perpetually ſtretched, & inuolued in a pen- 
fue auſterity of ſpirit, as being aefirous to avoydall 
pleaſures of life , he deceyueth himſelfe : It hath happe- 
ned, that many running 1n their owne opinion to para- 
dife by this paih, accoiding to pecubar fancy , haue 

found themſclues on the borders of hell. 

 _ Fourthly, toremember our life is a muſicke-booke, 
ſeldome ſhall you find there many white notes togea- 
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all make an excellent harmony. God gmeth vs a Leſſon 
In a lictle booke , which hath bur two pages , the one is 
called Coſolation, the other Deſolation: Iris fir for ech 
of them to take his turne. In the day of aduerfity,thinke 
of proſperity : In the day of proſperity, remember your 
ſelf of aducrfity . That great prelate of Cyrepur hath 
faid, that the diutneproutdence Path mingled our life, as 
one would do wine and water in a Cup, ſome drinke 
the pureſt, ſome moſt compound, burall taſt a com- 
mixtion. | apt; . 
 Fiftly,jf you exadtly compare one condition ,to that 
of an infinite number of miſcrable creatures who grone 
In fo many tedious , & dilaſtrous torments, you would 
find your fardell were but a dew; but we haue a cettaine 
malignity offpirit, which euer lookesbacke onthe good 


1 


ther in the ſame line : Blacke are mixed among them, & . 
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ithath not to etny it,and neuer conhders the euill,from- 
whence it 15 freed, to render thankes to God .. Behold. 
ſome are in the bottome of a dungeon in ferters , others 
are bowed-in paynefull-labours from the riling tothe 
ſerting Sunne, to get their bread:Some haue the —_ 
in their head, the goute in their feer & hands , the ſtone 
in their kidneyes . Others are ouerwhelmed with buſy- 
neſle, loſſe, misfortunes, ſtraunge, and portentous acci= 
dents, yetcary it out with courage. Your hart 1s nip+ 
ped with a little ſadneſſe, & behold-you deſpayre;what 
efteminacy of ſpiritis this? It is ſayd., that Hares _— 
themſelues purſued on euery fide , had one day reſolue 
to drowne themſc]ues, but comming to the brinke of a 
river, and beholding frighted froggs , who caſt them- 
ſelues at all aduenture into the water , to fly: Courage 
(fayd they) we are not yet the moſt miſerable creatures 
.of the world, behold thoſe who are more fearefull then 
we. Al how.often ſhould we ſay the ſame, if we ſaw the 
miſcryes of others ! | | | | 
Sixtly , Is it not a goodly thing to behold a man,who' 
{ſpeaking probably) 15 i the 7 + of God, whos 
heere nouriſhed with Sacraments , with fleſh, & bloud, 
with the word of his mayſter , who liueth among fo 
many helpes, and comforts ſpirituall, and temporall, 
who expecteth.a reſurreRtion,a Paradiſe, a life eternally: 
happy , and happily eternall, in ſo beautyfull a Society: 
of Saints ; to frame penſjveneſſe, and ſcruples to him- 
felfe of his owne head,to afflit himſelfe like a Pagan,or 
a damned ſoule, that hath nofurther hope ? 

It 15 related, thar God one day to giuean antipaſt of 
beatitude'to a holy man turmoyled withſundry cogita- 
tions, caufed an vnknowne little bird to chaunrt in his 
eare, in fo melodious a matiner, that inſtantly this rrou- 
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bled ſpirit, became cleane, and es , and held him raps 


many yeares,in the moſttaſtfull delicacyes may be ima- 
gined. O ,if you often had ſtrong p——_ of Pa- 
rcadiſe, how your melancholy'would melt, and difſolue, 
as ſnow before the Sunne-beames .. | 
Seanenthly , ſing ſpirnuall Canticles , labour ,em- 
ploy your ſpirit without anxiety , and if needs you will 
weep , bemoane your » nga bewayle the miſe- 
ry of the _ ſorrow for your curiolity , lament the 
paſſion of your ſpouſe, grieue , and figh at your impa=- 
tience, after this glory bt paradiſe, weep ouer the deluge 
on the earth, looke backe. like a chaſt doue, on the Arke 
of your good Father Nye,the Father of repoſe, and con- 
ſolation;then will I ſay of ſuch teares with S. Ambroſe: 
Ipſe dulces lachryme ſunt ipſi fletus incunii, quibus reftinguie 
tur ardor animi , & quaſi relaxatus enaporat affetius . O the 
delicious teares , O thepleaſing complaints , which ex- 
tinguiſh the feruours of our mind,and make our affe&i- 
ons {weetly to euaporate. 2 
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Sedtion XXI. The third Combat of the 
ſpirituall man, agayaſt /mpurity. 
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#2=D237 L L Impurity of life , ariſeth from three 
os &X ſources (wherof S. lohn ſpeaketh,) Concu- 
SAR piſcence of the fleſh , Concupilcence of the 
SY eyes , Pride of life . Let vs now ſee, the pra- 
Qile of verrues , which reſiſt theſe three ſorts of impu- 
rity . Agaynſt Concupiſcence of the fleſh, Temperance, 
Chaſtity, Modeſty do wage warre. Agaynſt the concu- 
| piſcence 
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rall bleflings ; Pouerty , luſtice, Charity, Mercy , Gra- 
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nanimity, Patience, Clemency. 


tude. Azaynſt pride of life, Humility, Obedience, Mag- 


| — 
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Setion XXII. Practiſe of Chaſtity. 


S HASTITY, is a vertue, which repreſſeth the 

_ impureluſts of the fleſh:A celeſtial vertue an 
>» Anoelicall vertue, which maketh heauen & 
141. Angells deſcend vpon the earth, and in this 
Kingdome of mortallity,planteth the Image,and tytles 


P 


of Immortality . Clemens AMlexandrinus maketh menti. Clem. 1, 6; 


on of certaine enchaunted mountaynes,in theentrance 
whereof was heard a noyle , as of people preparing 
themſelues for battell; A little further, the encounter & 
conflict; and on thetop, ſonges , and trjumph. Bchold 
(as it were ) the condition of three ſorts of Chaſtity ; 
with ſome it beginnerh with labour, and incertainty 
there 1s at the firſt , noyſe, and reſiſtance agaynſt luſt, 
but the euent therof1s not knowne. Watk others it1s 
become more manly ,as being already practiſed in com- 
batts. With others it eriumpheth , after a long habit, yet 
notwithſtanding whileſt heere on earth ir abideth , itis 
neuer abſolutely ſecured. The acts thereof are. 

1. To renounce all vnlawfull voluptuouſneſſe of 
the fleſh . 

2. Toabſtayne from carnall a&s, not onely thoſe, 
which are vnlawfull, but ſometime thoſe , that are per- 
mitted among maryed folke ypon iuſt occaſion, or for 
lome certaine time, whichis very ordinary; or perpe= 

a” Vu " rually, 


337 


piſcence of eyes, to wit, the vnbridled defires of tempo< 


rom ._ 
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tually, which is ſingular,and remarkable in the lives of 
ſome Saints.So cMartianu liued with his wife Pulcheria, 


and Henry the Emperour, with the. Empereſſe Chuxc- 


gundlt . | = 
s. Bo __ all the defires,and concupiſcences of 


_ the fleſh, & if one haue fe:ling therof, not to giue con=- 


ſent thereunto. 

4- Neuer to ſtay at all ypon thoughts, and imagina- 
tions of things dithoneſt : but as ſoone as they preſent: 
themſelues, to chafe them away,and extinguiſh them it 
your hart, no otherwiſe then as 1f- one ſhould quencha 
burning hot iron 1na-fountayne. 

5. To mortify your Senſes, which are moſt com- 
monly the forerunners of 4{inne, and aboue all to re- 
ſtraine youreyes, which according to the opinion of FS, 


1fido. apud 1/idore,are,as the diſhes, wherein Luxury ſerueth vp the 
Bern com. yiands of yoluptuouſnefſe:0culi; patelle luxyria. They are 


nſerm i, 
de guGere . 
04's 
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the windowes,the allurements,the ſnares, the conduits 
of loue: It bloometh in the eyes, that it may ( at leaſure) 
bloſſomein the hart. And thereforeit is fit to ſtand vpon 
your gard, with ſo ſubtile and vigorous a ſenſe , which 
often filleth the foule with appetites , and flames. Ido 
not ſay, that one ſhould looke ypon nothing , and all- 
wayes le, as if theſoule were buryed aliue 1n the fleſh: 
Bur Taffirme, you muit diuert your fght from obiecs, 
whichdarta ſting into a mind (-nfible of fuch penetra- 
tions : Oculi tut videbunt extrancas ge cor tuum loquetur pere 
aerſi. As for the eares there is no doubt, they may ſerue 
tor handles to loue,and that he hath taken many by that 
hold. A bad word hath fingers to incite the fleſh; He that 
heareth1t,he that willingly ſpeaketh it, is not innocent 
before God.Smelling blaerh chaſtity ; & Taft roughly 
afſaulteth; but kiſſes & vachaſt toughes cut her chrotes 
\ > eau WY 6, To 


Seo, XNXIF - i TCOhaſtity. 379 
-.'6. "To fly idleneſſe, reading of toue bookes| Comes 
dyes,ftage playes,immodeſt piures feaſts, priuate fa+ 
miliarityes,looſe:company, and all occafions of tinne.. © 
.. 7 Tohaucindeteſtation,cuenthe ſhadowes of im- 
purity. To ſpeake,to proclayme.in cuery place the pray- 
{2s of chaſtity, and for this purpoſe to loue pennance, 
mortification of the body, Jabour, rough and harſhap- 
parell, modeſty nice, and (as itwere ) wayward; The 
Sacraments of the Euchariſt , the Meditation of the 
foure Ends,deuotion towards the mot Bleſſed Virgin, 
and all that may conduce to the maintenance of ho- 
neſty. 

. 8. Toremaynefirmean great, and forcil;le tempra- 
tions:Itis verily the trophey of Chaſtity.Since ( as Plats 
hath ſayd)the triumph of vertue is, to haue the power, 
not the will to ſftnne. I take tt ro be a notable-a&t of Con- - 
tinency in Charles the 8. ardently-to louea mayden,en- 
dowed with anexquiſite beauty, tohaue her at his dif- 
poſegand yet toabſtayne for one fole word, which this 
poore Creature ſpeake to him , brought euen-into his 
chamber.For by chaunce; ſhe perceyuing the pi&ture of 
our Lady, caſt herſelfe at the Kings feere, thewed him 
this Image, crymgout with afaceall bathed in teares? 
(.Syr ) I beſeech you for this Virgins ſake, preſerve .the 
honor of a filly mayd. At this word ſpoken, a young 
King, enkingdled with loue, and abſolute 1n-power.,,to 
conquer the motions of luſt 151t nota matter,that meri- 
teth much applauſe? | 5 1-04 

;'9. Tocontemne great rewards,and high aduance- . 
ments of fortune, for the preſeruation of chaſtity: As 


did that noble Lady,of whom 1ohn Moſchus ſpeaketh, jug, wg 
who ſeing her husband conſume in perpetuall priſon ebus in 
for debt, not able any way to relieue him, was reduced #4. - 
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to termes ofextreme, and miſerable want, and beſides 
purſued by a man of prime note, with all ſorts of allu- 
rements, offers , _ accommodations , which might 
ſhake, and ſtagger an afflicted hart, and enforce herto 
condeſcend toa tinne, which ſeemed to haue neceſlity 
for a patroneſſe . She notwithſtanding Rood fixed , like 
a rocke, preferring Chaſtity poors , and patient before 
arich, and delicate diſhonour . 

Icould alſo nominate Creatures, as pure, as ſtrong, 
adorned with moſt excellent naturall parts,more chalt, 
more wiſe , more fortunate then Lacrece , who with as. 
much induſtry, as courage, haue refuſed powerfull,and 
pallionate men, that haue ſought them , wath ſuch ex- 
cefliue benefits, as would haue ouerwhelmed any 1n- 
feriour Chaſtity;But thzy nor tocommur one only linne 
couered ynder the curtayne of the night , haue deſpiſed 
treaſures, to guard another Iewellin anearthen vellel], 
who for this at deſerue to be rayſed aboue the ſtarres. 

10. To withdraw the chaſtity of others fromgthis 
finke, with l1berallalmes, great labour, infinite incom- 
modityes z as that braue Hermit Abraham , of whome: 
Swrics ſpeaketh, who loaden with yeares, and merit, 
went into a brothell houſe in diſguiſed habit , to reduce 
a Neece of his owne, that went aſtray ; as at this day 
many honeſt Matrons worthy of eternall memory , 
{parenothing, to gayne pooreabuſed doues out of the. 
Faulcons tallons,and yas wan them to: Aulrars , where 
ſooneafter they worke wonders in matter of vertue, 

11. To ſuffer in your body great torments, yea 
death itſelfe, for the defence of chaſtity , as many holy: 


Firote ® Virgins hauedone. As that youth, eſtcemed the Sonne 


Vit a Parl. 


& Satel.l, Of a King of Njcomedia , who faſt tyed on a bed of 
5 6..6. flowers, and wooed by. a Courtiſan, with intention to.. 
| Job corrupt 
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corrupt him , ſpit out his tonguelikea dartof fire, and 
bloud in the face of this ſhee-wolfe. A tongue, which 
in dumbe Eloquence ſpeaketh to all poſterity , and an- 
nounceth the honour of Chaſtity. 

Lingua fi'et, clamaty, filens , loquitur4, pudorem , 
Sanzuine que pinxit ſola pudicitiam . 


12. Toexpoſe your ſelfe to great ſufferings, for the- 


preſeruation of other's chaſtity: As that braue Didy- 
mt ,ayoung beardlefle Gentleman , who beholding a 

oore chriſtian mayd, named Theodore, throwne into a 
Fockelt; cauſed her toeſcap?, in giuing her the habit of 
a man, and himſeife remayned for ledge in the attires. 
of a woman expecting the fury of executioners, who: 
gaue him the crowne of Martyrdome. $. © Ambroſe; 
makes ham ſpeak to the mayd to this effe: Puaſi adwiter g 
ingreſſus, þ vis Martyr e greatar : Veitlzmmenta mutemus : fone 
weniunt mihi tua, cx mea tibi, ſed virag, Chriflo.Tua veits 
me verum militem faciet , mea te vireinem. Bene tu veitieris, 
ego melius exuar. ( Siſter ) I am come hither, as an Adul- 
terer,andif1tpleaſe you, TI will go outa Martyr; Let ys 
chaunge habits, Ipray you, weare( as I perceyue) both ' 
of one ſtatyre:: My apparell very well fitteth you , but ' 
| yours will ſet much better ypon me,and both-will agree 
in theſeruice of Chriſt IEs vs. My attyre ſhall make 
you a virgin, and yours, me a Martyr. You ſhall be moſt 
fortunately clothed , and I more happily deſpoyled. It 
was {o done. Didymus was apprehended, and Theodore 
 vnderſtanding it, ranne back,like alyoneſſe, amieſt the: 
{words to dye with him.” 
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PraQtiſc of 
Temperance . 


EMPERANCE taken in generall,is a ver- 
\ tue, which repreſleth the appetites of concu-. 

iſcence,in things that tickle the ſenſes, eſpe- 
cially of Touch and Taſt. The temperance of 


Touching, conſiſteth in chaſtity; That of Taſting is pro- 
perly-Abitinence,and ſobriety. It 1s the firſt vertue with 
God {cemeth to haue required of man from the world's 
infancy.The fi:it tribute of ſanity, & innocecy which 
our firſt parents could not leaue without loofing them 
| ſelues andall poſterity. A vertue, which 15 the Horizon, 
that "even vegetatiue man from the intelletuall. A 
vertue, which rayſeth vs from the eatth, and bringeth 
Vs. neere to heauen. A vertue, which makes a noble. 
ſoule, ſhine in a mortall body,as a Torch of odoriferous- 
wood,in a Chriſtalline wach-Tower .-On the contrary, 
a body ſurcharged with kitchin-repletion , holdeth the 
ſoule, as one woulda {moking ſnuife of a candle, in a 


greaſy.lanrerne b 


The Adtes of this Vertue are . 


I N refe&tion,to haue no other rule, but necefi- 


ry,n0 other ayme, but the 


Oo 
O 


lory of God, & en- 


tertainment of the body, for the ſeruice of the ſoule. S. 
Auznitine after his conuerfion came to meales, as 
3" himſelfe ſayth ) as into an infirmary to take a medi- 
cine: Hoc me docuiiti,ut quemadmodum medicament a, fic alis 
3:71:14 ſumpturis accedam | P 


2. To 
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: 2: To takeallthe neceflityes of body, as the Zeyp- 
7ja2 dog doth the water of Nils, running , and therby 
ſaving himſelfe from ſuperfluous exceſle. To take them; 
as the ſoldiers of Gedeon dranke at the fountayne inthe 
hollow palmes of their hands cheerefully , not proſtra« 
tins themſelues low on the ground; or as the Doue ta- 
keth graynes of corne, pecking her meate vp with her 
bill,and turning her eye to heauen , T9 
3: . Tocate, anddrinke. with all cwility,, decency, 
diſcretion;zand ſeing we muſt vie this neceflary trade of 
a beaſt, to doit{(atleaſt )like a man... | 
. Toabſtayne from prohibited meates, in tymes 
limited by the Church,exacly to keep faſts denoutly or- 
dayned by the ſame authority , and praiſed by our an- 
ceſtours, not becomming nicely curious , nor repining 
at Lenten abſtinencyes. To preſcribe alſo alaw to your 
felfe of ſome faſts of deuotion, vpon certaynedayes of 
the weeke, and eſpecially Friday, as many Noble perſo- 
nages hauvedone, and dayly do . Gallen that great Phifit- 
an aduiled to make a faſt , from ten dayes to ten, in the 
manner of a Phiſicall preſcription, affirming it was an 
excellent meane todefend ones ſelfe from great, & dan- 
gerous maladyes. hy 
5- Tobevery ſober in drinking, to take little wine 
and mingle1t well. Drunkeneſle (faith $. CAmoproſe) 182 
ſuperfluous creature 1n the world; It is the ſcorne of na- 
ture; Itis an old ihoo ſoaked in water; A manis nolon- 


-ger a man , but a bottle, whichis perpetually filled, and - 


-emptyed: He liueth like a But, which doth-nothing,bnt 
leake, and roule vp , and downe:; and when the head 
therof 15 knocked out, you find nothing there, but lees:, 
and dregzes. Wine 1s the familiar,orf pirit, which poſ- 
ſefſeth him , and the milke of Yenws ; which panes 1 
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his Concupiſcence. All his life, 15 an Enterlude, and 
drunkeneſſe his Tombe . All men truly great,are ſober ; 
It is vtterly to degenerate from Nobility , to be addicted 
to this infamous vice , You who ſerue Kings, who are 
Policorys in their Royall ſeates ,as the Sunne in the heauens , re- 
bift. 1,122 member your ſclues ,that heeretofore in the ſacrifice of 
the Sunne, Hony was offered,not Wine:/ 2, qui potentes 
eftts ad bidenaum. 
6. Tobevery temperate in thequantity of viands; 
For itisa great thame, to make ones felfe{ as it were) a 
liuing ſepulcher of all ſortes of butcheryes, and to build 
co your felfe with exceſſein cating, a Tombe of fat; as 
did the wretched D/ony/i4, ſpoken. of by _Aeclian, who 
had groomes of his _ about his bed, euer ready 


night,and day to prick him with needles, with diſtances 
berweene,leaſt his fat conſpiring with ſleepe ſhould ſuf- 
focate him. On the other 11de,it is dangerous to deſtroy 
your ſtomack, by (crupulous, and extraordinary obſer- 


uations of your own inuenting, with may put you into 
a Courle of prouiding payne for your ſelfe, and atten- 
dance for 9 4s d 

7. Not to beſo curious in the choyce of delicate 

meates, but indifferently to take them, according to 

your quality,and profeſſion. It may happen,that a noble 

man, feeding on a curious diſh with Wowey , May ob- 

ſerue temper, 8& another cracking his guts with beanes, 

AbbesS, fall intoa naſty ſuperfluity of Gourmandize, The vertue 
Baxonis in of Temperance, 15 not ſo much in the matter, as the 
maP + manner. tis written, that a great Roman Lord, being 
retired into the deſerts of Agypt, to attend contempla- 

tion, was oneday vilited by an Egyptian Monke, who 

+had all his life tyme been a groſſe peaſant , bred among 
Cowes,and Cattle,and had an Ironſtomacke which in 
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excefliue quantity deuoured , the moſt ſordid, and def- 
picable meates . This man much ſcandalized toſce the. 
Roman Monke feed'on that, which ſeemed delicate to 
him, and drinkealittle wineat his repaſt, forſooke his 
cell, with ſmall account of his Hoſt, & much preſumpri- 
on of his owne temper, when the other miraculouſly pe- 
netrating into his thoughts reprehended him, and he at 
that inſtant,cafily acknowledged himſfelte very ſhort of 
his perfetion, whome he deſpiſed. 

$8. Not to haue your mind imployed in Sawces ,and 
Kichin Cookeryes, as thoſe lazy Sybarites, who made 
ſuch account of a new kind of broth found our, that by 
an expreſie law they permitted the Authour therof , to 
enioy it alone one whole yeare, before the inuention 
ſhould be communicated to any other. 

9+ ' Not to enlarge your thoughts ypon Viandes z 
with a greedineſle, & protuſion of ſpirit, as if one would 
{ſwallow the ſea, and fiſhes therein , as Epicharmus wri- 
reth of a certayne Gentleman , who bowed his whole 
body in pn, Pos his teeth, made a noyce with hiz 
chapps,blew his noſe, rubbed his eares, made a certayne 
ſound in his throate, all his body; went a long withit , 
A true mediocrity of feeding 1s to be neyther too gree- 
dy, and gluttonous , nortoo abſtinent, or tranſported :, 
but modeſt in your countenance, prompt to help, pru= 
_ to fee what 1s done, and to preuent want in 0+ 
thers. LEI. 
It would 1l becomea Noble man, ſo toabſtraQ his 
ſpiritts at the Table, as thoſe good Religious men , of 
whome itis, in the hiſtory of the Hnchorers 'of pe 
recorded , that they tooke Capon for Cabbidge; They 
were at Theophilus the Patriarch of Conſtantinoples 
Table, and did cate, _ mad men, thinking they yo 
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had beene in their Monaſtery , it —_—_— the Biſhop 
caruing to the eldeſt of them, gaue him the wing of a 
Capon,and courteoully ſayd to him: Father, cate heere- 
of, doth not this Capon ſeeme good meate to you ? He 
comming (as it were) out ofa traunce : How; 1s this 
Capon then Syr? I pray you pardon vs, for we tooke 
it for cabbidge , or els yerily none of vs had touched it. 

10. Not to out-runne the howres of repaſt through 
impatience: not to be ſo addicted to ſerue our curiol1- 
tyes, & delights , that thereby we leaue not a good din- 
ner ,to doa good worke. Is it nota ſhamefull thing of 
one Hygucchio , who loſt two townes , as Toutwerelateth, 
for feare he ſhould looſe a good meale,fo that it being at 
the ſameinſtantin his power to giue order for areuolt , 
which was plotted, he rather chooſe , to ft out his din- 
ner, & by this meanes forfooke a fayre opportunity. 

11. Tocontent ones ſelfe with a little, vpon occaſt- 
on, as the young Theodoſiuzs , who thought he had made 
2 good meale, when he had e: en certayne ſopps of 
bread ſteeped in water within the cell of a Hermit. The 
wile Hebrewes haue a Prouerbe , which ſayth , Man is 
knowne by three things ; by anger , by his purſe, by his 
glaſſe. Itis a note ofa well mortifyed ſpirit, when com- 
plaints are neuer madeof wants, that happen in ſeruice 
tor the mouth. 

12. Toſpeake willingly of ſobriety, yea euen in a 
f:aſt , like the Perſians , or frame ſome other honeſt diſ- 
courſe, which may giue refe&ion to the ſoule, while the 
body taketh his, and beggeperpetually of God, he deJi- 
uer vs from the neceilicy of this body, & that he weaken 
in vs,thefe baſe concu —_ of the fleſh, that we may 


preſerue for him, this bis tabernacle 1n all purity. 
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Seftion XXIV, Trattiſe of Modeſty, 


ODESTY isa braunch of Temperance, 


\ 


BR 74 / a goodly, and eminent vertue, with ſeemeth 
as1t were) to incorporate our Soule, and 
SLE make her viſtblein her ations Whole office 
35 to guide the motions, geſtures , wordes, mirth, habit, 
gate, and garbe, andall that with appertaynerh to the 
exterior ornament of the body. Her actions are. 

x, To gouerne that tongue, to —=_ truth in time, 
and place , roundly , and freely without deceyt, pallia- 
tion, boaſts, impoſtures, detractions . 

2» + Never to haue a bitter, and furious hlence, pry- 
ing into another wordes, nor to yſe a tattle ynmanerly, 
clamorous,and tireſome, catching that word out of an- 
other mans mouth, as litle chickens do, who ſnatch bits 
one from another. It was the compariſon which Father 
Gonteri of happy memory, vſed. 

3- Not tobe Magiſtrall , with a counterfaited gra- 
uity , nor riotous ,|ouerſwaying, fierce, rude,no buf- 
fon, norlowd laugher : A foole{ ſayth the'Wile man ) 
| cracklethinlaughing, as thornes in the fire.” 
ſ 4+ Not to haue your tongue, neyther of too high, 
* norlowaTone,but moderate,diſtinc ,in ſweet, honeſt, . 
| ordinary, intelligible accents . | ; 
| 5- To hauethe compoſition of your countenance, 

picaſing, gratious, modeit,without crabbedneſle, or af- 
etation : The carriage of your body natiue, comely, 
free from extraordinary geſtures, not to haue a ery 

head, like a ——— ſhaking,no wrinkled brow, . 
| X 2 nor 
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nor crumpled noſe, no perplexed vilage, nor eyes wat= 


[ Lb, 3.” 


dering, wanton , nor proud. 

| 6. The apparell neither ſuperfluous, fantaſtique, 
nor diffolute , without fo much afteting new faſhions, 
nor peremptorily out of your owne.conceyt tying your 
ſelfe to the old : but to attend your owne condition, and 
remayne in the liſts of the modeſty , which is moſt pra- 
&iſed by the wilzſt. Aboueall let women beware , they 
ſet not to ſale to carnall eyes, that nakedneſſe of their 


Exod; 23. breaſts, which wy ferue for bayres for finne .The Scri- 


ptureſayth, Whoſozuer ſhall caufe ſparkles of hire tofly 
1nto another mans corne , ſhall be accountable for all 
the dommage , which the flames ſhall make , 

To acquire Modeſty ,it is good to repreſent to 
your ſelfe often before your eyes, our Sauiour conuer- 
ling vpon carth, and pray him, he will giue vs a ſoule 
pure, and radiant like a ſtarre, which 1umnpreſleth his 
rayes _ the body, as the Sunne on aclowd ,in, and 
through all, toedify our neighbour, 
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Section X XV. Practiſe of Prudence, and 
catiage in Conuerſation . 


—__CU 


3 RAVE you obſerued a fiſh in the naturall 
y hyſtory, which the Grecians cal Yranoſcopms, 
as one would fay , the beholder of heauen? 
DV» This admirable creature,contrary to the na- 
tureof others, hath but oneeye, which is /as it were ) a 
verticall point, tixed dire&ly in the top of his head, euer 


Or 


eleuated , and perpetually open, to diſcouerſo many 


Labyrinths of ſnares, and treacheryes , as commonly 
= are 
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are inthe S:a. Some will ſay ,itis Tobias his fiſh , a no- 
table creature , which not only contributeth his gall to 
illuminate the eyes of the body , but his exampleto en- 
lighten the eyes of the mind. It is a true Hieroghphe of 
Pcudence , which remonſtrateth to vs , how we at this 
day conuerſe in the world, euen as in aſea full of mon- 
ſters , tempeſts , rocks, perills, ſurpriſes, and that we 
muſt haue the eye of prudence throughly awakened, & 
po to preferue, and mayntayneit among ſo many 


azards, : 
This prudence ina word( according to S. Bernard) | 
is nothing els, but the knowledge of good, and euil], ro ſer. 
which ſheweth, how we ſhould demeane our {:lues, and * —_ 
the wayes we ſhould tread in the concle of our [fe , and 
aſfayres . It is one of the principall pieces , of the whole 
trayne of yertues, becauſe in it al our ations are enclo- 
{cd . Yea ,prudence holdeth them {as it were) enfolded 
inthe plaites of her robe, and vnfoldeth them , accor- 
ding to place, tyme, perſons, occaſions, which to know 
35 to know all. "oe. | 
Itis fayd , of a French King , enquiring one day, of 
a man , who was held ia great reputation of wiſdome , 
diuers inſtructions to gouerne himlſelfe , and guide his. 
Kingdome : This-wiſeman,, tooke a fayre large ſheet of 
paper, and foran infinite number ob precepts, which o- 
ther vſe to produce, vpon this ſubiect , he only wrote 
this word, Modus, Meaſure, or Meane : thereby in- 


©, 
t: 


- 
> 
wo io 4 


'$50 The Holy Court. © [ Lib, 3: 

that ſcemeth annexed to the vertue of Modeſty : 
Imagine to your ſelfe , that Prudence. as antiquity 
hath preſented itto vs in their Hierogliphes , is iy pon. 
enchaſed with eyes, which hath five remarkable fingers, 
wherein all diſcreet ations are contayned . Theſe tive 
fingers, are Memory, Vnderflanding , Circumſpedtion , 
—_— Execution .Which is to ſay, that for the praQiſe 
of this vertue. 
rt. A good Memory is neceſſary , to remember 

things Ws , as well what one hath read in bookes , as 
thoſe which are obſerued by proper experience: for that 
much conduceth to informe the wdgement; and beſides 
he that in all ations , hath not Memory , when there is 
occaſion to manage ſome affayre, +" Aduimen findeth 
he hath not well called to mind all particulars , which 

utteth him into confuſion . Behoſd , why (as all men 
= not ſeruants for memory , as had the Kings , the 
great men of Perſia, and Romans ) it 15 neceſſary to haue 
recourſe to regiſters , records, and table bookes,to help 
your ſelfe . Some are of ſo happy memory that they goe 
(as it is ſayd) to gather Mulberyes without a hooke, to 
the well without a Pitcher, into the rayne without a 
cloke . 

2. To be intelligent, and able to indge well, and 
for this purpoſe , he muſt endeauour to know the men, 
with whome he conuerſeth, their nature, humour,their 
capacity , intention , and proceeding , to penetrate af- 
fayres cuen to the marrow , notcontenting himlelfe , 
with the outward barke, and ſuperficies . To conſider 
them in all ſenſes, all ſemblances . To puta taxe vpon 
things, according to their worth , not torunne into in- 
nouations, cunning, and inuention, which diſguiſe 
obiefs. Totakecounlell of the moſt _— 

ED ; 6 Ho : faych- 
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faythfull and difintereſſed men, to condeſcend to good 
counſells , by docility of ſpirit, after they are well exa« 
mined , euer toreſt ypon that , which hath moſt hone= 
Ky , integrity , ſecurity. - C 
3- In euery deliberation , which one maketh ypon 
any occaſion to preferue ones ſelfe , from foure very 
dangerons rockes , which are Paſſion , Precipitation, 
Selfe-conceyt, and Vanity. Paſſion coloureth all buſy- 
neſles , wick ehe tinureit hath taken. Precipitation , 
goeth headlong downeward into ruine . Selfe-con- 
ceyt , not willing to forgoe ſom2 hold , gnaweth , 
& conſumerh it ſelfe. Vanity maketh all euaporate in 
ſmoke. * | 
4. Tohaueagreatcircumſpetion, and conſidera- 
tion, Not to expoſe your ſelfe but to good purpoſe . To 
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do like that Sza Creuis, which hidech himſelfe , till he Pogurusr; 


haue a ſhell ouer his head', and ſtriketh no man. To ſpy #m#%s 


occaſions out, and marke, how the little hedghog doth, 
on whatquarter the wind chaungeth, to alter the en- 
trance into his houſe . To ſtand alwayes vpon your 
guard, todiſcouer the ambuſhes , and obſtacles , which 
occurre in affayres . To hold the trewell with one hand 
to buila , & the ſword in the other to defend your ſelfe. 
Well to obſerue theſe fourth Precepts, Frons aperta, Mens 
zeta, Lingua parca , Nulli fidere .To haue your face open, 
but your thoughts couered, from ſo many wyleswlih 
| amo our affayres. To be ſober in ( peach, notlight. 
ly,norcafily to confidein all men, nor on the other fide 
to ſhew too much diffidence. | 
5- Tobevery vigilant in affayres, to foreſee, what 
may happen in occaſions , and prompt to find out 
meanes, which may forward the execution of a good 
-deſigne. You find yetto this day,in ſome old Medales for 
4 
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a Hierogliphe of Prudence , A Mulbery-tree having a 
Crane vpon his braunches, and on the ſtacke thereof a 
Janus with two heads: To teach ys,that oneproceedeth 
in matter of Prudence, firſt , by notprecipitating , no 
more then the Mulbery the wiſcſt of ail trees , which is 
the laſt that bloſſomech, to enioy them with the more (e- 
curity , and thereby auoyd the pong nipps of froſt: 
.In watching as the Crane doth, who abideth in an or- 
derly Centinell: In caſting the eye, ypon what 1s paſt, 
and foreſecing the future as this auncient King of 1/aly , 
to whame for this cauſeis giuen a double face, 

6. To vſe dexterity , promptitude, and conſtancy 
in the execution of things well reſolued on, that1s the 
type, and Crowne of prudence. Many braue refolutt- 
ons are ſcene without fruit, or effe& , which are like 
eggs full of wind ;all is but a ſhadow, and anillufion of 
prudence. Seaſonable tyme mult be taken , for as Mi- 
thridates ſayth, one of the greateſt Captaynes of the 

' world ; Occaſio omninm rerum gerendarum: Occaſion 1s the 
Mother of all affayres , and the tyme being well taken, 
| you muſt execute warily , effeually , conſtantly. 
Ferdinand Duke of Bauary ſeemeth to haue made a 
recapitulation of the principall ations of Prudence, v- 
pon a piece of coyne, where was to be {eene, Prudence 
ikea wile Virgin, ſeated on the backe of a Daulphin, & 
holding in her hand a ballance , with this Morro in 3. 
words, Cognoſce, Elige, Matura. Know, chooſe , execute 
ny . The Virgin bearing the enfignes of Wiſdome 
fayd, you muſt know: The Ballance that you muſt pon- 
der, and ele& with maturedeliberation: The Daulphin 
with his agillity: That you muſt ſet a ſeals ypon your 
buſineſſes, by a prompt execution. : 

7. Intheconclufion of the whole, the beſt wiſdome 

of 


15 to diſtruſt your owne wiſdome , & tocxped all from 
heauen, often asking of God, not a Wiſdome humane, 
crafty, and impious, which 1s condemned : but the wife 
dome of Saints , which inueſteth vs with the poſſeſſion 
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of a true felicity - Cogirationes mortalium tivide, & incert Sap, 9; 


rourtdentie noitre: ſenſum autem tuaum, quis ſcict , niſi tu de= 
deris ſapicntiam? The thoughts of mortall men are feare. 


full , and their prouidence vncerrayne. My God, who 
is able ro know thy meaning , if thy ſelfe gue him nor 
wiſdome? Behold the vertues , which guide the ſenſes, 
and conuerſation of man, agaynſt the diſorder of fleſh, 
and bloud., the chiefe plague of nature . Letvs now be+ 
hold thoſe which oppole the ſecond impurity, which is 
Couetoulſneſle . | 


————— ——_— 
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Section XXVI. Of the Vertues yyhich 
oppole the ſecond Impurity , called 
Conetouſneſſe, to vvit , Pouerty, Tuftice 
Charity. 


Pouerty of Rich Men, 


*HERE arethree ſorts of Pouerty: Pouerty 
of neceſlity , Pouerty of profefiion, Pouer- 
- ty of affection. Pouerty of neceflity 1s that of 
PSZ@% the wretched , conſtrayned, needy , and diſ- 
aſtrous Pouerty . Pouerty of profeſſion , is that of Reli- | 
glous , profeſſed by their firſt vow , which is meritori«, 
us, and glorious , Pouerty of affection , is an expro- 
| :  -- WY | priatt= 
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priation from the inordinate loue of terrene goods ; 
Wes ſpeake not heere to you ( O Noble men ) of the 

Pouerty of rogues, which is infamous,nor of that of the 

Religious, which to you would be vnſupportable, and 

to your condition vnſuteable ; but of the Pouerty of af- 

fet10n,the practiſe whereof 15 necellary for you, if you 

deſire tobe a Citizea of heauen. The practiſe 15. 

1. Toacknowledge, ali the goods, and poſſeflions 
you haue, are borowed , which you muſt infa}libly re- 
ſtore. But when , you know not. You live heere, like 
birdes,who are alwayes hanging 1a theayre, where ey- 
ther fortunedeſpoyleth,or death moweth the meadow, 
and then it neuer growerh againe. It is a great ſtupidity 
of Spirit a great vnthankfulneſſe to God 3t you lh 
that be yours, which you may daily looſe, & which in 
the end you ſhall foregoe for euer . Fhinke not you haue 
Aug wpift. any thing yours, but your ſelfe : Dinitie fi diliountnr , ib; 

ad Arnit- Cucntsr, bi perire noz poſſunt-Iif you loue riches , put 

far. @ Pau , 4 ſo l 

"uh them in a place ſure for eternity. 

2, If you benot poore, liue in riches, like the poore. 
Place your ſelfe often in thought, in that ſtate you were 
borne from your Mothers wombe, orin that ſtate you 
muſt returne to earth in; you then will haue no cauſe to 
becomeproud of your riches , when you ſhall ſee your 
ſclf&encompalled with falſe feathers , faſtned together 
with wax , which with the firſt rayes of the other life , 
wall fcatter, & fly away. Non ſublime ſapere, nec ſ[perare in 

©, Tim. 9. frcerto dinitiarnm . h 

: 3- Neuer ſuffer gold, & (iluer topredominate ouer 

you like a King; but hold them vnder obedience like a 

flaue. All theſe things come from the earth, and are 

made for the yſe of anearthly body ; what eſteeme can 

a ſoule make, if ſhe come not from earth? If you regard 


NnCece fli- 
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neceſſity, you haue but very litle need of them - A 
owne ſenſual! appetites , you ſhall neuer ſatisfy them. 

Leaue Concupilcence,and ſcrue Neceſlity. 

4. Live 1n ſuch manner, that if you did know it to 
be purely,and ſimply the will of God, you ſhould from 
this day bedeſpoyled of all your wealth, there nothing 
being left for you, butſo much , as would ſuffice to en- 
tertayae life, you £1 RATA would approue this 
chaung to be acceptable to you , ſaying with 1b: God | 
hath giuen 1t to me, God hath taken it from me, his 
name be cuer prayled. 

Theodoret maketh mention , of a very rich man, a 
Perſianby nation, and a Chriſtian by profeflion, called 
Samer,from whom the King of Perſia tooke all his plen- 
tifull poſleflions, depriuing him of gold , filuer, gar- 
ments,ſtock, reuenewes,and retinue, and not conten= 
ting himſclfe with that, gaue his wife, and houſe, to a 
ſcruant of this holy man, further enforcing him to 
ſerue as a fſaueto this varlet, moſt yngratefull, and bar- 
barous to his good Maiſter. Behold herein whither hu- 
mane miſeryes may arriue. Notwithſtanding Sames, this 
_ rock of conſtancy, was neuer a whit ſhaken having this 

Max:me well 1mprinted in his hart, that for Pe” 
we muft neuer looſe that Principall. 

5+ Gorerne your hquſc in all frugallity, and mode- 
ſty: Make the expences, which you know to be neceſſa- 
ry,and aggreable to your eſtate, not as a poſſeſſor, but as 
a Stzeward, and know you ſhall be accountable before 
God of the poores portion: Dinitem te ſentiant panperes.” Cypr. de 
Apprehend not ſo much the future time, neyther for babitu Vir 
your ſelfe, nor children,nor afflit your ſelfe, for preſent ** 
or paſſed loſſes. Likewiſe, whenyou haue good ſucceſſe 
in your affayres, paſſe ouer it, as a wary Bee ouer hony, 
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not clamming your wings , but remembring this no 
table ſentence of $. _Mugufine: Non fruftra in mellis copia 


L pernas habet apicula , neftit enim herentem. ming 1n this 


manner , although you haue Creſus his wealth , you 
ſhall liue happily poore. It is ſayd agreat Pope, info 
much abundance, which he had , and diſtributed day- 
ly , for ſupply of needy mankind , was adiudged more 
bare (and as I may fay expropriated) then a poore Her- 
mit , who had nothing in his Cell, buta cat, now be- 
ing becomea poſfeflor of his owne aftec1ons . 


——— 
i S— 
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z HAT which the ayre is in the Elementary 
S{@ world , the Sunne in the celeſtiall , the Soule in 
yoE8ct5 theintelligible , Tuſtice is the ſame in the c1u1ll, 
It is the ayre, which all afflicted defire to breath, The 
Sunne, which difpelleth all clowdes, The foule, which 
giueth life to all chinges.The vnhappyneſſe1s, it 15 more 
found on the paper of writers , then the manners of the 
ling. To beiuſt, 15 to beall that, which an honeſt man 
may be, ſince 1uſtice 15 to giue to euery one, what apper- 
tayneth to h1m. Her a&tions are . 

1. Toſubiet within vs the body to the ſoule, and 
the fonle to God : For the firſt ations of 1niuftice , are 
to place paſſions vpon the Aultars, Reaſon in ferters, 8& 
not to ſearch for the Kingdome of heauen , but in the 
{way of your owne priuate intereſts . 

2. Concerning thoſe, who fit in places of Magi- 
itracy, to haue an ardent zeale , for the maintenance of 
Lawes,to bend al his endeauours,to-apply all the forces 

| 0 
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of his mind,and courage,to authorize Iuſtice, to ſtreng- 
then his arme agaynſt the torrent of —_—_— , and to 
putall his peculiar intereſts vnder the diſcharge of his 
imployment. He muſt haue a great ſpirit to carry him-. 
ſelte in that manner , & eſpecially in a great itch of cor- 
ruptions. A good , and perfect Iuſticer like to 1ob, js as 
a Phenix ; ages mere 8h him , and when hedyeth, 
he muſt contriſtate the whole world . Where ſhall you 
find him , who can attribute to himlelfe , this rare com- 
mendation, couched in that worthy man ?11i7;tia indu- 
i ſum , > vetini me, ſicut veſtimento , > diademate ind;- 
ciomeo .Oculusfui ceco, & pes claudo , patcr eram pauperum. 
Conterebam molas iniqui,c> de dentibus iltins anferebaim pre- 
Aame : 

3- Not to know the fauour , eyther of parents , 
friends, fleſh , or bloud, when there 15 occaſion of doing 
anadt of iuſtice , as Catz: King of Deamarke did , who 


after he had examined the proceile of twelue theeues, & —_—_ 


condemned them , found one , who ſayd he was extra- 
ed of Royall bloud . It15 reaſon (ſayth the King) ſome 

race ſhould be done to him, wherefore gite him the 
Ficheſt Gibe*.So the famous Z alencus,tolatisfy the law, 
pulled out one af his owne eyes, and the other of his 
Sonne. So Avdronicu Comment cauled publiquely to 
ſet one of his Faugurites on the Pillory, and commaun- 
ded all thoſe who wrought miſchiefe vnder the hope of 
his fauour, eyther toleaue 1niuſtice, or I:fe. So the E m- 
perour 1#7inc ſuffered one of his great: fi Minions to be 
apprehended at his owne Table, by the Prouoſt , and 
x 3 0hu dregged tO execution. Pcremprorium et in principe, 
vel anram adorare mmuacrum , vel fatorem quarere prrſo= 
Barium 

4+ Tohautcin deteſtation thoſe, who betray iuſtice, 
; FS 7. for 
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for money , reuenge, loue, or any other paſſion, as 
Monſters of nature, murtherers of mankind , to hoid 
them anathematized , with the great excommunicati- 
on of Nature. Not to admire their fortune, norin any 
kind to participate in their riches, to becomes Compa- 
nion in their crime , holding this yndoubced, that the 
fire of Gods 1udgment , will deuoure their rabernacles , 
who practiſe theſe corruptions: [zyis denorabit taterna- 
cula corum , qui muncra accipinnt . In the forme of oath ex 
hibired ynder the Emperour 14#iz/an , the Magiftrares 
ſwore to maintayne Religion, and tuſtice, according to 
their power , and in caſe of corruption, they wiſhed y- 
pon Cade by way of execration , the trembling of 
Cain , the leaproſy of Gicz; , the lot of Ixdas , and all that 
which may aſtoniſh man. 

5- To hauetheeares alwayes open, and bowells of 
compaſſion, to heare the complaints of widdowes, or- 
phans, afflicted and forlorae people, who endure all the 
torments of the world,to breake through the preſſe , to 
manifeſt their muſeryes . The Emperour Traiaz bath 
done many braue, and eminentaces,but none of his 
achieuements , haue becn fo re{plendant , as the iuſtice 
he readily affoarded,to a vertuous widdow . Her Sonne 
had been {Jayne , and not being able to obtayne iuſtice 
ſhe had the courage to accoalt the Emperour in the 
middit of the Citty of Rome,amongſt an infinite num- 
ber of people, and flourtihing legions, which followed 
him to the warres he was then to make in Yalachia. At 
her requeſt T7ajan notwithſtanding he was much preſ- 
{cd the atfayres of a moſt vrgent warre, alighted from 
his horſe, heard hes , comforted her, and did her iuſtice. 
This afterward was repreſented on Trajans pillar ,as one 
of tus greateſt wonders; and tis ſayd , he was highly 
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commended , and admired by Saixr Gregory the great . 
| 6. .To dogood, and ſhort Iuſtice,, not ſtretching 
the leather with the teeth, as ſayd the good King Leys 
the 12. taxing the delayes , references , and negle&s of 
Iudges. The Chronicle of Mexandria relateth an ad- ,,,. x. 
mirable paiſage of Theodoriche King of the Romans , to !exandriws 
whom a widdow, named [uzenalis made her complaint, 
that a ſuire of hers in Court was drawne in length for 
the ſpace of three yeares , which might haue beene dif- 

arched in few dayes.The King demaunded, who were 
bw jndges : ſhe named them _—_ wereſcnt vnto, and 
commanded , to giue all theſpeedy expedition that was 
poſlible , to this womans caule, and in twodayes de- 
termined this aftayre to her good liking. Which done 
Theodoricke called them agayne , they ſuppoſing it had 
been, to applaud their excellent Iuſtice now done , full 
of ioy haſtned thither ; being come, the King asked of 
them: How commeth it to paſſe, you haue performed 
that in two dayes, which was not donein three yeares? 
They anſwered . The recommendation of your Maieſty, 
.made vs finiſh it . How ? replyeth the King ;When I put 
you into Office, did I not configne all Pleas , and Pro- 
ceedings to you , and particularly thoſe of widdawes ? 
You deſerue death, ſo to haue ſpunne out a bufineſſe in 
length three yeares ſpace, which required but two dayes 
diſpatch. Andat thatinſtant commanded their heads to 
be cut off . The good [uueralis, was fo ſtrooken with ad- 
miration for ſuch an ac, that ſhe came to the King to 
renderthankes, and offer Candles to him , as to a hol 
Saint. And would to God, Theodoricke had ſtill perſeue- 
red inſuchntegrity . 

7. Notto be contented with conſcience, but to haue 

ſcience allo well toexamine matters, and to obſerue the 
ET formes 
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formes of right. Not to cauſe any body to be puniſhed , 

or tormeted by precipitatis, without ſufficient proofes . 

It is alamentable thing, when through a dreadfull haſt, 

an inocent 15 bereaued of life in a moment, which neuer 

can agayne be reſtored,although he ſhould liue an hun- 
dred thouſand yeares. But itis to be deſperately vniuſt , 

when that 1s alſo confirmed by malice, and cruelty , 

which hath been begun by miſtaking: As happened to 

Piſo , who raſhly condemned a poore fouldier ro. death, 

wrongfully ſuſpected of the murther of his liuing com- 

panion . As the innocent man had now his necke ynder 
the exccutioners ſword , this Camerado of his , ſuppo- 

ſed to be layne by him, appeared liuing, and in health. 

The Centurion, who attended the execution , brought 
them both backe agayne, with much concourle of peo- 
ple, to pow them to Piſo. This furious Iudgeenra- 
pecly aſhamed of the firſt ſentence, which he ouer haſti- 

y had guen , commaunded they ſhould both-be put to 

death , and that alſo the Certurion ſhould be added to 
them . The one becauſe he was already condemned , al- 
though guiltleſſe , & the other becauſe he was thought 
co bedead , and the third , becauſe he would preſeruein 
the Indge, wiſdome, and innocency . This Barbarian, 
ſhortly after payed for this fault ioyned with many 0- 
thers , by a meruaylous turne of Fortune, and a moſt 

ſhamefull death . 

8. Tobemoreinclined alwayes to mercy, then ſe- 

uerity,yet notwithſtanding well to take heed, leaſt this 
mercy degenerate into a fineſſe very preiudiciall to 


the maintenance of juſtice . Alſo to yiſit _ , to ſes, 


what 115 fit to be done, & not to ſuffer priſoners to con- 


fume 1n a tedious , andirkeſome mylery , without true 
caulc of delay. ; ER FE 
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5. **To extend thEhiand out, that honeſt men may be 
mainteyned;proreted, recompenſed for ſeruices done 
to rche Common wealth, & malefaQtours puniſhed, and 
vicd according ts their demerits, fince reward, and pu- 
niſhment, as Demccritus ſayd, are the two Diuinityes of 
weales publique, and the two Poles, on which the affay- 
res of the world do mooue, | 
©i'76. As for the Juſtice of particular men it is to 
obey lawes and Magiſtrates; keepe peace and concord ' 
among their neighbours; To wrong no man in his ho- 
none bodyige 5,allyes,reputation,nor any thing that 
appertayneth ro another, neither by word,deed,no nor 
” ne. : 45 Ys - . & 4 p —_ _ . EL 2 ; 
ys To be truein words,loyall in promiſes , fayth- 
full in proceedings, to handle the afffyres which one 
manageth roundly and. freely without diffimulation , 
deceyt,treachery,ro _—_ vſury, and all yntuſt gayne, 
to pay debtes,not to with-hold feruants wages, nor hy- 
relings,to be ready to ſatisfy thoſe, whom one hath of. 
fended,often to beg of God, that in the day of his great 
Aﬀiſes, we may apcareinthe robe of iuſtice, to expect. 
with all confidence, the benigne breath of his Mercyes , 


_— 
es 


FY 
bo — 


Setion XXUIII. Prattiſcof Grati- 
_ tude, or Acknoyvledgment, 


C2 'NE of the Nobleſt a&s of iuſtice, is the ac- 
(i) Cknowledgnjent of a benefit. A yertue yery 
WS2) 


rare in this ige, where (as well Syr Thomas 
Se) More layd) Good turnes are written in ſand, 
and 1nuuryes and reuenges in marble. Beneficia pulucri, ſo 

, Z quid 
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@nbroſl. ruidmali patimur marmori inſtulpimm. S: Ambroſe afſuceth 
6, *:xM%» ys, it was not without myſtery , young Toby tooke a 
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$2 


Nicetas m % vent " Va 4 1 wW,” = , L 
Emanuele, them, Tgiue them to/you. © 2 | 
| * Trz5 a negligent, and careleſſe guifr, when the ex- 


dogge for the companion of his voyage: God would he 
ſhould learne acknowledgment of benefits, in the na- 
ture of this creature, the Hierog!yphe of Gratitude. The 
ats of Acknowledgment, are, not. to deny , diſſemble, 
nor euer forget a benefit, but to acknowledge it, retay- 
ne it, prayſe, extoll it, as the auncient Hebxewes did who 
ſer markes on theyr armes, and enſignes at ,theis, gates, 
for theremembranceand acknowledgment, of a bene- 
fic receyued. Ir 15 a great ſhame, to be aſhamed to owe a 
benefit, and to auoyd the fight ofa , benefaQor, as if his 
prefence ypbrayded eyther our ingratitude , os difabt- 
lity . A nn heat ofwaw nant: cT 
© 2. To bethankfull,not onely 1n the preſence of the 
benefaRor, by ſome litle vayne oſtentation of acknaw- 
ledgement, burto publiſh ic ro others in tyme, & place, 
and to-retiyne it {as.itwers) epgraugnyn areſpectiue 
memory'. _ | | | | 
3+ To recompence him according to power , not 
only in proportion but ſuperaboundantly , which that 
it may the better be affected, to conlider what 15;giuen, 
to vs, from whome, when, and how. A benefit 15 cuer 
beſt accepted , from a friendly, franke, andfree hand, 
and many tymes , from whome it 15 leaſt expeed, ina 


preſling necefliry ..A benefit, fre a harſk-man , ginen as 


1t were frowardly,/isd ſtony loate&of bread ,-which ne- 
ceflity inforceth vs to take , not freewill . It 1s no guift, 
when thatis giuen,, whichcannolonger be-wuhheld; 
as Emanuel the Emperour, who eng is full coffers in 


treme 


the hands of the Perſeazs ; fayd tg his ſpyldiers;*Gortake | 
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ereme wantof a poore mari isexpeRted: as the fountaine | | 
of Nars; , which neuer diftilted his ftreames, but on the [700Wr-is 
eue of 4famine. A'ſnrall courteſy ſeafonably dane , de- deſeript, : 
ſerueth much, and'that was the caufe , why King 4- 
zrippa , of a poore' ſeruitaur, named Thaumaitus, made | 
himthe ſecond perſon of his Kingdome, for that he had 7oſep5. Bb 
given him a'glaſſe of fayre water, in his great HOY % - de qty 
when vnder Tyberius , he was tyed to a tree , before the * * 
pallace of the Emperour, and endured a moſt ardent, 
thirſt , Ee Set Pa Pon, Wy 8 

15%): As it is not good to ſuffers benefit to wax old;ſo 
itis not alwayes expedient torecompence itfo readily, 
as if we bare ourobligation with impatience, and that 
we had-an opinton this benefit cameto vs from a hand 
beſmeared with'birdlime, with intention to graſpeano- 
ther;the beſt way 15 tolet your obſerugnces' creepe into. 
credit, intime, and place, with ſo much the more pre- 
caution,as they ought to haue the leſſe of oſftentation. . 
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Sefjon XXIX. Practiſc of Charity. 


AINT Ireneus (as we hate fayd) calleth 
Chatity, Eminentesfimum chariſmatim ; as one 
would ſay, thetop, and verticall point of all en, 1, 45} 
'yertyes; guifts, and fauours of God:'F. Maxj- cap. 63. 
wy (ayth ,itis the gate of the Sancuary, which leadeth H<x _ 
vFaright to the yition. of the:hotyTrinity - It :is- thef''s. _ 
double ſpirit which-Eliſeus required;toloue God , arid 4, Reg wy 
our neighbour. Behold the whole law , behold all per- 
fe&jon ;, PlenitudalcgsCharitas Nowate trot much to ate 
fli your felfa (laythS. 4ugufine) to becontic perfect. | 
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Loue God, and then do what you will. For if you de2 
fire to know, whether your loue towardes:God bereall, 


and not counterfeyt , marke how you loue your neigh- 
bour . By how much the lines draw neere one to ano- 


Poroth, 1, ther, ſo much the more they approach to the Center: by 
s- in bibli, how much.the neerer you approach to your neighbour 


$5, PP, 


inloue, by ſo much the neerer you are to God .Theacti- 


ons of this Royall Vertue are. 


Father, of 9.loving{bedther | or of ſomieperſon molt 7 


1. To have an affeftionate delight in God , for 
that he is God , all wiſe , all gooJ , all powerfull., all 
amiable, all wit, all mercifull ; The originall foun- 
tayne of all wiſdome, goodneſle, power, beauty , uw 
ſtice, mercy . Moſt hartly to retoyce ,. that he fitteth 


in the throne of glory ,a; 1n an Abylle. of ſplendour , a- - 
dored without intermifſion, by all th: celeft iall powers," 


by all the Saints, by all the exalted ſpiries . To deſire 
that all the creatures in the world would adore, and 


ſerue him , that all vnderſtandings were m— 


with knowledge of him , all memory with his benefits , 
all wills with his loue .- Such-was the atfetion of chat 
good Fryar G#''s, Companion to. S. Francys , who. was 
much mooued in beholding the beautyes of God, and af- 
terward wept bitterly , becauſe (as heſayd) Loue was 
not beloued inough, pant X ; y 

2. Tobeſenhlibly ſorrowfulbfor the i 
refyes, infideliryes, errours,.finnes, difſolutions, which 
haue couered the face of the earth. Torefent the iniu- 
ryes done'to, God ,- as one.would therebukes of a good 


... . + tenderly. affectionate.,1asthe apple of your eye..,Itis an 


admirable thing to ſce'in Scripture a poorePrinceſie, 


daughter-in-law te Hel; , intravayle of childbed vpon 


the aewes. brought hee. af the zaking! pftho Arke 6Fi: 
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Couenaat,andthedeathof her husband,& neighbours, 


co thinke neyther of Father, Brother, Husband, no nor 
the paynes of her childbearing , nor tocomplayne of a- 
ny thing; but of the _—_—_ of the Arke, and to haue 
(dying) theſe words on her lipps: Tranſlatae#t gloria de 
1ſracl, quia capta eit arca Dei. Farewell the glory of Irael, 
finceths Arke of God is takenaway . What zcale is this 
1na woman? And now a dayes one cannot looſea grey- 
hound ,a curtall Iade , a bird , but all the houſe 1s filled 
with noyce, & outcryes : but for.iniuryes done to God, 
theharts.of men are very 1nſenſible . | 
*3-  To.love all mortall men, as creatures made to 
the image of God; but aboue all the faythfull,in the qua- 
| lity of perſons deſtined to the ſoueraygne beatitude , to 
with them true bleſlings, as iuſtihcation, grace, vertues, 
ſpirxuallprogreflion, glory . Moreouer to debire, they 
maybe fortunate1n = 6. an , honour, credit, good ſuc- 
celte in their affayres , if ſuch comforts may conduce ta 
procure their beatitude:, ueroh 2391 | 
4 - Neuer todeſpife, neuer to-iudge raſhly ,.neuer to 
mnterpret other mens actions in an ill ſenſe, þutto com- 
aſtionate their infirmityes, beare their burthens, excu- 
their weakneſſes, make vp, and conſolidate the brea- 
ches of charity. happened by their fault, to-hare imper- 
fe&tions,and euer to.loue-men, yea euen your enemyes. 
It is therein, the touchſtone of true charity is knowne. 
The means to preſerue one from his enemyes., is to 
pardon enemyes,fayd ( S. _Augzuitine; )Diſce diligere ini= 
wicum, (ivircanrre inivicem. One of the igoodlieſt Sp 
Qacles,able ro.attratt Angels to heauen. Gates.to behold 
them,1sneyther theatres, amphitheatres;pyramides,nor 
Obeliſques: but a man, who knoweth. how to do-well;8& 
keareill, & ro.vindicatc.himſelfe fromill by doing well; 
Sole Lt 3 es Car- 
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- .,Cardinall Perris Damianu recounteth, that he bes 
ing a ſtudentat Faemz4a, one made relationto:him 'of an 


act of charity, happened ( as I belicue ) 1n his. tyme;,ar 


the ſame place,of which he made more reckoning,then 
of all the wonders of the world. It was a man , whom 
another moſt traiteroufly had pulled out his eyes, and 
this accident, had confined him in a Monaſtery, where 
he lived a pure, and vnſpotted life, yielding all offices of 
charity, according to the ability of his perſon. Ir fell 
out this cruel! creature, who had done this miſchieuons 
at, ſickned of a languiſhing malady , and found him- 
felfe enforced to be caryed to that ſame place, where he 
was whome he had bereaued of fight. His hart ſayd 
within him, He would neuer endure him, but for re- 
uengeput out his eyes. But contrariwile , the blind man 
made earneſt ſuite to do this a& of charityrohim;with 
all the moſt feruentendeuour, as if he had ſought, lome 
great fortune from ſome Princes hid. Behold he pre- 
uayled , heis depured to the ſeruice of the ficke man , 
and hededicated to him all the. fun&ions of his body 
but the eyes, which the other had pulled out. Notwith- 
ſanding, ſayth the Cardinall, he wanted not eyes , ha- 
uing thoſe of ſupreme charity,and patience. You would 
ys this good blind man-was alleyes;all armes,allhids, 
all hart,to attend this ſick man,ſo much conſideration, 
vigor,diligence,and affection he vſed. And what ſhould 
they heere ſay, who ypon the leaſt affronts, burne with 
a reuengefull ſpirit ? (&). 25 1264 
- 5: ::Notto hanealazy, anda languiſhing charity, 
which'is only in des : but to be dihgent , cordiall , 
frict , not for particular ends, but the taintleſſe Ma» 
xXimes of vertue. It was a great folly in thoſe Philoſo- 
phers , which were-called the Contemplatoars', who 
7 only” 
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placed perfe&ion in ficting with armes a crofſe , with: 


outdoing any a, toafliſt in theſociety of men . Wit- 


heſſe the prime Prince among them named Pyrrho, who Loert.l, 


» 


beholding the ſtarres, at which tyme his companion A- 
xzquas falling into a ditch cryed out he was murthered. 
They both were found , the one in this miſery deſpay- 
ring; and the other contemplating : It was ſayd to the 
Mayſter, what do you heare (my friend) ? Why enidea- 
uour you not to draiy your companio out of this dich? 
no other anſwere would he make: S;ne, meditor, vt bonus 
ſim . Let mealone, I meditate how to become an honeſt 
man. And behold him a lazy truant, without any fur- 
ther ſearch;in giuing ayde to this miſerable man. In the 
whole hiſtory of P/;zy the beſt word is this:Dews e#, more 
tali bent facere mortalem, & hec ad eternam gloriam wia . It 1 
a'D1uinity, one man todo good to another,and behold 
the moſt aſſured way of eternall glory. ' 
/ © C'. For this ptrpoſe yaw ought ro know, not only 
"on your fingars ends, but to haue both in hart and hand 
the works of mercy fpirituall , and corporall.You muſt 
diſpoſe your ſelfe with eſpeciall endeauour to Almeſ- 
deeds .'There is the ſchoole of riches, itis their leſſon, , 
their Phifoſophy, their heautly alchimy , their iaſtifica- 
tion, their ſaluation , their glory . The practiſe of almes 
15 not now to berequired , it is eafily found. | 
There ire as many wayes of Mercy, as there are 
miſeryes in mankind , whicheuery day are expoſed to 
'our eyes: A thouſand fold happy are they, who ſeriouſly 
dend themfelues to comfort ſuch, euery one to the pro- 
portion of his power. How many braue, and noble ſpi- 
r1ts,are in thatkind induftrious?Some,as the Emperour 
Titas, thought, they Mad loſt aday , wherein they had 
obliged no man, Some other daily fed ſome poore crea- 
"R-0. rureg 
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ture , in- whom they acknowledged the perfon of 

IESVS-CHRIST. Others went vp and downe into 

publique ſtreets , to find out the necefliryes of men ,to 

relicue, and confolate them. Others humbled themſet- 

ues continually to the ſeruices of the figke ,.& indigent. 

| Others taught this praQtiſe to their little children , al- 

moſt from'the nurſes breaſt, as ſoone as they beganto 

ſtutter out wordes , they were made oratours tor the 

poore. Others diſtributed their reuenew.in equall por- 

tions to Churches, needy perſons, & their owne enable- 

ment. Others gaue the fb fruits of all their increaſe of 

profits . Others founded , and inſtituted a thouſand ex- 

 cellent workes of piety ., Behold heerin good life, fayre 

hope, ſtrong rayth, and generous charity. Andis itnot 

to « the ſcorne and ſcandall of mankind, todraw ones 

neck out of the coller to amaſle riches, for wormes, for 

moaths, for children many tymes wicked, drunken, 

looſe libertines, who will play , and diſport them vpon 

: theyr parents tombes?S. CAuguHine layd: Ita vero iniu- 

- Hitia magna, viegeat dominus tuns, & habcat wnde laxarice 
 Ghrifl, tw filins tuns. 

| It werea notable inſcription,ifone might put theſe 

wordes ypon your Monument, which 7 alcrixe gaue toa 

certayne man called Gz//;ias. 294 Gillias poſsidebat, om- 

niumg uaſi commune patrimoniun erat ; hic = liberalitatis 

Patril.ge Precordja habuit , > domns eius quaſi quadam munificentie 


cope 8 officina. What Gillias had , was the poſſeſſion of all man- 
kind : This man had his hart, and entrayles compo- 
ſed ,euen of Charity itſelfe , his houſe was a ſhop of 
RT : ; | 
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Sefion XXX. Of Vertues , that oppoſe 


che third [mpurity , vyhich 1s Pride of 
Life . 


Praftiſe of Humility , and Magnanmity © 
Oſay, that Noble men, and perſons of Qua- 


lity , haue no need of the vertue of Humili. 
ty, is to ſay , that ficke men haue no need of 

OE health. Humility 15 the Element, and Orbe 
of yertues ; Itis the gate of Chriſtianity - Primus reljgzo- 
nts introitns, layth S. Cyprian, & we ought not tothinke, Cyprian de 
that ſame man would beloyall to fayth, who is vnfaith- Native 
full to the vertue of Tefus-Chriſt, to wit Humility . It is Corgny 
neceſſary for all men , but eſpecially Great ones , who 
are more roughly aſſaulted by the ſtormes of pride; and 
if this vertue be a contempt of ones owne excellency , 
where ſhall you find out this ſupereminence,to find out 
contempt? ſhall 1t bein meane & inferior ſpirits ? They. 
naturally are in their own way.of baſeneſſe; but therby 
notin the trayne of humility. The moſt exa&t humility 
15 that, which hath moreof Honour, and leſſe of the 
ſenſe of Hononr. Marna virtus eft humilitas honorata , 
ſayth S. Bernard. The Starres are beheld in the bottome 
of _ and profound humility , maketh the moſt radi- 
ant ſplendors appeare in greatneſſe. The Sun diſpelleth 
the grofſeſt yapours , and draweth the thinneſt , and 
moſt ſubtile to himſelfe; how much the more you leſſen 
your ſcife, ſo much the nearer you ſhall aproach to the 
Sunne of true glory. If you deſire, to practile this celeſti- 
all yertue, behold the actions , | : 
; SR - 3. Do 


—_— 


1. Donotintoxicate your brayne, with a mad yani- 
ty of Nobility of race, which cauſeth many to dig out, 
and diſentombe their Grand-Swres , as it were, from the 
aſhes of old Troy: and as CApſonimlayth, in ſearching 
out {o. carefully vncertayne _ , they many tymes. 
o1ue occaſion to thinke they haue none certayne. Nobi- 
ity is not to be blamed, ſince it is the happineſſe of good. 
Extraction, but to be vauntingly puffed vpon this occa- 
fion , 1s a meere folly . He thatſhould reuolue, and rifle, 
the whole maſſe of mankind ({ayth Plato) ſhould find, 
there is no King, which commeth not from ſeruitours; 
nor {eruitor, wich commeth not from Kings. 

2 » Not toſceke, nor affe& humane prayle, flattery, 
complacence, ticklings of reputation, which inebriate 
all ſhallow braynes. Not throughafte&ation to diſplay 
alargeliſt of tytles, and qualityes. The tyme hath been, 
when men named landes; at this day lands denominate 
men : So many abiect villages, boroughes » hamlets bra- 


uing it in paper, and ſetting our memoryes on the racke,, 


to Name one man, whorather ſhould be named, and re- 
nowned for vertues , which are the inheritance of men. 
Our annceſtours , who built their tytles in noble acti- 
ons,were men of heauen : but now when we ſo paſio- 
nately ſecke to acquire names of the earth, we 6 a 
very well declare, we are men of the earth. 

3- When one1s arrived by vertue toſome fortune , 
and condition eminent, not at aninſtant.to turne his 
brayne, as with a voluntary drunkenefle, and forget 
nor onely his poore parents., but himſelfe alſo, affe&ting 
wry mouths, crabbed lookes,diſdaynes,il contenances, 
& much exterior ſeeming to blot out the memory of his 
2xtraction. The good Primiſlaus being come from the 
tortune of a Peaſant to the Soueraignty of Bohemia, cau- 
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ſed his Country-Caſſocke, and high ſhooes to be kepr 
inthe Church, and yearly repreſented to himfelfe , to 
renew the memory of his þloud,and thereby cheriſh his 
owne Humility. Pope Benedid che eleauenth , the ſonne 
of a filly Peaſant, his Mother being brought to him , in 
arich and ſumptuous habit, with intention much to 
pleaſe him, turned his eyes away, and fayd, hecould 
not acknowledge this woman for his taother . And ſhe 
afterwards returning to him n her Ruſticke attyre, h 
owned her, and yielded her all the dutyes « a good 
Sonne . Their harts were deep in humility , and not of 
theſe petty ſpirits, who are aſhamed of their beginning, 
and reſemble thoſe beaſts, who thinke they are well hid- 
den , if their head be couered , ſhewing thereſt of their 
body. | 

5 Neyther to make your ſelfe Fierabras , nor the 
knight of the burning Sword, in matter of valour .Thofe 
which moſt braue it in wordes , are found very ſhort in 
performance. 'The world is full of Rodomants, who on- 


ly are tranſported with arrogant, and ſodayne furyes,as 


Ra: ſaces in the Scripture ; but few are found truely va- 
lorous . When Homer maketh his brane Captaynes 
march , he gines them ſilence for guide. Contrary wiſe 
he maketh Cowards to babble, and chatter like Cranes: 
The one paſſe a long like great rivers , and ler their 
ſtreames glide ſoftly with tilent maieſty: the other do 
nothingels , but murmur like lietle brookes . A figne of 
not being yaliant at all, is to ſtriue to ſeeme valiant. 

5 - To boaſtinthe beauty of body,ts to haue a great 


defeR in theiudgment,which is the beauty of the (oule. 


It 15 verily a deſperate vanity , when a Lady vnder the 
colour,that ſome ſcribling Rimer, hath giuen to her,the 
logkes of vAgrors, the eyes of Venus x the port of Inno , 
| Aaa 2 ” the 
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the feet of Thetrs , makes herſelfe the Queene of Ant72 
och , and glorifyes her ſelfe many tymes with a beau 
imaginary . Queene Stratonice , wife of Seleucus, had not 
onehayre vpon her head , yet notwithſtanding gane ſix 
hundred Crownes, to a Poet, who had celebrated her 
in his verſe, and ſong, that her hayre had the tinture of 
the Marigold . I know not how this ſoothing flatterer 
meant it: but this Qucene became very proud , which 
made her ſo much the moreridiculous. Although this 
beauty were true, it1s but white, and vermilion skinne 
diſtended ouer a carcaſe, which couereth many ordures; 
it 15a dunghill blanched with ſnow, an laoll of fooles , 
a flower of the field , which bath (as 1t were) for Hort- 
{on the inſtant of it's birth. We may well giue it the E- 
pitaph of the Role. | 

HMirabar celerem funitiua atate rapinam , 
. Et dum naſcuntur , conſenuiſſe Roſs. 

6. A much more notorious folly it1s alſo, to boaſt, 
and braueirt in apparell,whichare playſters of the ſcar- 
res of finne, to wit, nakedneſfſe, borowed feathers from 
all kind of birds, vnpuntſhed thefts , witneſſes of our 
Pouerty, with cauſeth vs to beg the aſſiſtance of all crea- 
tures to-couer our ſhame. What an indignity 15 It, to be 
deſyrous to be braue aboue ones eſtate, quality, or port, 
and to arriue to this height,to beare often the far , and 
marrow of the poore in the playtes of garments ? Nay, 
theſe many rapines are not (ufcient to entertayne this 
enraged prodigality ; debts muſt grow which cannot 
be diſcharged; filke muſt be dregoed at your heeles,and 
a Szrgeant ready behind you; to ſhew gold, and hide 
mifery,and hnne;to adorne a body, as if 1twere a Tem- 
ple of Agypt, with all poflible ſplendor, and to lodge 

withinit che fouls of a rat, Whatinfamy is it, ro behold 
in 


OO ER AE gn na ane ory 
f CO — 
NE EE bs e$et 


Seffion XXX" » | Humility 353 
in a banquet,a Romane Lady Lollia Paulina, cary about 
her in chaynes,carkanets,and prettous ſtones a million 
of gold, and her Father, who had deſpoyled all the Ro- 


mane prouinces tocloth one onely daughter, drinke af- 


terwards poyſon, ouerwhelmed in the deſpayre of his 
'owne affayres? The Chamlet-coate of the greateſt of all 


our Kings, S. Levis, is itnotof power to confound all 
Courtyers both male,and female, who — nothing 
worthy of prayſe.in them, would dignify themſelues 
with apparell, ſhewing they haue like peacocks, a litle 
head, ltlebrayne, beautiful feathers,and along tayle ? 

7. Not to be:proud, neyther for riches, for it is a ri- 
uer, which thts day paſſeth along by your lodging , and 
15 10 more yours, then the r1uer of $:y2e. Not to looke 
with aſyrly, face in great fortunes; fon greens for it 
15a vizard ina Comedy, which preſently muſt be pulled 
off Not to valew your felfe highly,for a happy memory; 
for tis as it: were }the belly of. the ſoule, many times 
filled with much windynelle. Nor for the ſpirit; for it 1s 
often thin, like the ſpiders web, to-ccatch flyes, and no- 
thingels. Nor for the 1ndgment; for much to confide 
therin, 15 a daungerous leaprouſy 1n the hart of man. 

8. To meaſure your (elfe by your owne rule, to 
know your owne ability, not ouermuch to preſume of 
your owae forces, not to vndertakea great burthen, & 
ſhrink: vnder the weight. Toſpeakelitle of your ſelfe, 8& 
of all that with 1s your owne, not to ouerprize, nor de- 
ie& your ſelfe, ro do good , without ſpeaking of it, to 
obey faythfully,readily,,couragioufly,the commaunde- 
ments of fuper1ors, to moderare deſyres, toloue medio- 
crity in ail i rp haue a\weer, affable,and reſpetiue 
conuerſation. ES + 

9- I you be'tritely hpmble , you neceſſarily will 

- Aaa 3 ; hang 
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haus the as of magnanimity, which are. to vndertake 
great things for the honour of God : For nothing is ſo 

tent,as the hamble man, who expeReth all his power 
| or heauen, to contemne the promiſes , and menaces 
of great men, when they mera q or commaund you to 
do any iniuſtice. 

10. Todriue from you with courage any obſtacles, 
which preſent themſclues , to diuert you from a good 


Ariſtot.y, worke;to make litle account of all the ſtates,and digni- 
| Eibiec.3- tyes of the world; toenter in it, ſtay init, pO out of it 


euer, with the ſame countenance. To take honour, as a 
tribute, which you are to put into the coffers of God. To 
abide continually both 1n aduerfity , and proſperity 
within your felfe. To recompence a benefit liberally, 
neuer to detra, prayle litle, beg ſeldome, admire no- 
thing lightly , nor complayne of any man. To hold 
ranke among great men without vanity,and to humble 
your ſelfe to inferiors through charity : not to vnder- 
take many things, but performe braue things. To hate 
flatery as a plague,hypocriſy as a poyſon, complacence as 
a mockery; to do, andſpeake freely, what is reaſonable; 
not toremember iniuryes; To ayme rather at true ha- 
nour,then profit. : | 


— I—_— 


Sedation XXXI. Practiſe of Patience. 


MENS EHOLD that, whichſettethaſeale ypon 
© SZ all vertues, Patience, cuer the firſt in the liſt, 
I) JH and laſt in the triumph Ir is the crowned 
COVERT, —_ which hangeth among hells in 
the loweſt boxdgr of the high Prickts robe o the old 
ET I © Law, 


A NC AAA afbx et I 


YE 
be 


Z 
his 


vertues. are very excellent , but it belongeth not to 
them, to proclayme vietory without patience, and per= 
ſcuerance. 
Other vertues are , as thoſe auncient Painters , who 
ſet at the foote of theyr Table, Pingebat, Faciebat ; he 
>ainted, he made: but Patience may afhixe, 1 have made, 
1 haue perf<&ted, ſince ut giueth full accompliihmentr. It is 
the ſchoole of Chriſtianity.So learned are we faythS. 


CAmbroſe- )as we haue patience; ſo much do weparti- 4mbrof. 
cipate with God,as we can endure by his example; heſwper 
hath taken a body,to be ableco ſuffer, and to make him- 779394 


ſclfe altogether the mirrour of ſufferers, and the reward. 
of thoſe, who haue patiently endured.. 

If we ſuffer not to imitate htm, our ſoule is no lon« 
ger ours: for it 1s the word of the Sonne of God, that we 
poſleſfe not this ſoule, but by the meanes of atience; if 
we leaucit, we looſe all. For the practiſe of $i vertue, 


Lrequire not, you ſhould bea Saint Macarivs, who for Vita PP. 


hauing killed a gnat , whichpricked him , (as if he had 
commirted a great at of. Impatience ) weat for the 
ſpace of ſix moneths, expoſing his naked body to all the 
fiyes,gnats, and waſpes of the wildernefle, to be reucn- 
ged vpon himſelfe.. This Patience 15.not for your pur- 
poſe; learne one more caſly.. | 
1+ That you a htle beare with your ſelfe. Al folly hath: 
this property with1t,thatit is perpetually in diſturban= 
ce3,cuer weary with the preſenr,& with ope mouth ga- 
ping for the future; It leapeth like gnickfiluer ; It boun- 
deth, & skippeth-fro thought to thonghr; from purpoſe 
to purpole ; from. place to place; as . Ragge from the. 
; hillocke- 


a 
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hillocke to the mountayne, from the mountayne to the 
hiltbcke-. And all that proceedeth from impatience of 
hart .Take for the firſt a& of patience, to reclayme your 
ſelfe within your ſelfe, not to be euer vpon chaunge , to 
reſt with firme footing in the conditions , profeflions , 
employments, recreations, in which through duty,you 
are engaged. 

2, Toſpare men, {as ſayth the Emperour «£ztoni- 
2:4 ) and ſuffer men. You would haue men ſpeake, 
laugh, go, and ſpit,cuenafter your faſhion, that is the 
way to _ you. Superiors moleſt you, equals trouble 
you,inferiors can do nothing to content your appetite, 
the noyſe of a doore, the wind of a window, a glaſſe 
broken, a meſle of broth ouer ſalted , a fly in the kitchin 
negligently driven away by aſeruant, makes you enra- 
ged. You haue more diſturbances, then the winding 
Euripus hath waues. This proceedeth from the- great 
weakeneſle of your ynderſtanding , effeminacy of flejh, 
tenderneſſe of education, cuſtome of curiolity,fickneſſe, 
and giddynefſe of ſpirit. If you do not ſeaſonably pre- 
uent the miſchieffe , and accuſtome your ſelfe daily to 
tolerate ſome inconuemience with ſweetneſle, and pa- 
tience,you will become a monſter in conuerſation, in- 
ſupportable to all, and in concluſion troubleſome to 
your ſelfe. 

What an indignity 151t, that a man , full of rebelli- 
ons agaynſt God , ſhould deſire that men , and beaſtes 
ſerue him , according to all his humours ? Some petty 
companion will beſo-punctually obſerued ; and a thou- 
ſand, andathouſand Kings haue endured a million of 
indiſcretions of their ſeruants with patience . Is it not 
ſaid, that Philip theſecond King of Spayre,hauing writts 
a letter with his owne hand , with much ſtudy, and la- 

went enemy 4-0 Spec neon hong, 
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bour , to be ſent to the _— , When he asked for ſand ro 

t ypon it, his Secretary halfea ſleep, powred the Inke 
1n the ſtandiſh vponit; this would haue put youinto a 
fury ,& yet behold a man of this eminency bareit with- 
out ſpeaking one rough word to his ſeruant. 

3- Fromhenceyou ijhalllearne,to ſuffer Calumny, 
and ſlaunderous wordes, not rayſing a ſtorme in your 
mind , about the interpretation of a doubtfull word ; 
not to frame differences about thelegge of a fly . Notto 
be amazed at forged imputations, which trench euen 
vponthe Diademes of Kings, and Miters of Popes .The 
buckler , wherewith you muſt refiſt them, 15 contempr, 
and innocency. Ir isſayd , the Bafilicke , deſirous to n= 
fe alooking glaſſe, killeth himfelfe , by the repercuſ- 
fion of vapours, which proceed from his body, and the 
calumniatour doth the like, when he meeteth with a 
pure vnſpotted life; it is a {moth glaſſe , which ſlayeth 
him with his owne armes. Speake only theſe Royall 


words of Dauid, a King , and Prophet : $i Dominus inci- "» Regaoi 


tat aduerſum me , odoretur ſacrificium meum . My God , if 
thou ſuffer this perſecution agaynſt me, at theleaſt I 
beg, the ſacrifice of my patience may aſcend to thy Aul- 
tar, in the odour of [weetneſle . Saznt Ambreſe as lhaue 
domonſtrated before, hath obſerued, that this great ſpi- 
rit was ſo framed to patience, that being perſecuted by 
his Sonne Mſolom,and at the ſame tyme furiouſly pur- 
ſued with the fowle ſlaunders of Semzez, he tooke the cla- 
morous tongue of this detra&tour, to make (as it were) 
an Antidote, and apply it to the ſorrow hereceyued fro 
the parricide of an vanaturall Sonne. Yerborum contume- 
lia, parricidij leuauit erumman . 
4+. Patiently to endurea malady; it is a hard matter 
in vehement paynes, that ſome outcryes, and exclama- 
B b b tions 


379 The Holy Court, [Lib.3. 
tions eſcape not Nature. ] know not what hart thaf 
gentleman had, of whom the Table of Conſtancy ſpea- 
keth, who played ona Lute, when his leg was cut off, 
with biting ſawes & burning cauteryes , without brea- 
thing fork one filly ſigh. That is notexaQted of you , 
but that you vie ſome moderation, and aboue all, you 
haue a ſoule refigned , principally in dolours, and ſmall 
maladyes , which giue,you leaſure inough, to re-enter 
into your ſelfe. $1: | 

5- Finally toſwimme 1na ſtrong ſtreame, you muſt 
fortify your fzlfe againſt all humane accidents , as are 
the hurly-burlyes of fortune, which.in amoment thruſt 
a ma downeto the bottome of the wheele, ban1ſhments, 
impriſonments, ſhipwracks , loſſe of goods, infamous 
accuſations euen of innocency itſelfe, crymes, calami- 
tycs,death of friends, neere kinred, Fathers, Mothers, 
Brothers, Children,and all that, which hath ſadneſſe,8& 

horror in nature, by. 
Oat alas, what lightnings, thunders, tempeſts on all 
fides ? what trappes, whatſnares? O man ( miſerable 
creature ) drenched in the water of thy teares,which are 
more familiar to thee, then the ſea, and riuers to fiſhes, 
where wilt thou ſaue thy (eclfe, if thou put not thy ſelfe 
vnder the ſhelter of Patience? All is tnited with 
mileryes, and to be deſyrous of exemption is a petty A- 
oſtacy in nature. Tribulation 15 the Kings high way, 
Cr with the ſacred ſteps of thy Maiſter, and with a 
countleſſe number of Saints, who all of them haue 
made of their aff 1ons the degrees of their glory. Be- 
hold thy Ies vs, heis the brafen ſerpent,planted in the 
wilderneſle of this world , which healeth all the bitings 
of our Impatience. Behold Patience, its the ſalt of « 
Prophet E/iſaws , which purifieth the polluted waters , 
- | s 4 | and 
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and ſweetneth all the bitterneſies of life . 
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Sedion X X XII y Practiſe of 
daily Actions. | 


ZZ LL our vertues are included in our ations, 
-and our ations 1n the houres , the houres 1n 
% the day, and the day in the moneth , the mo- 
x neth in the yeare, and the yeares in theages. 


uery day is a briefe table of our life , and the meanes to 

make ones felfe perfe& quickly, is to perfosme all our 
daily Actions , with mature conſideration, and perfe- 
Eton. 

1. The Suane;he hatha longtime, for your ponde- 
ration, drawne the curtayne of the night, to giue you 
occaſion toreioyce at the greatſpedacle of the workes 
of 'God : and your Curtaynes areſtill ſhut to entertayne 
you in the dusky image of death. Get out of your bed, 
and thinke, this goodly Starre which maketh- you begin 
the carriere of this day, will this day runne more then 
ten,or twelue millions of leagues. And you, how many 
Reps ( I pray ) will you ſet forward to draw neere ta 
Vertue ?, This 1ndefatigable Harbinger 1s gone out ,to 
markeoutfor you the lodging of a tombe, fo many mi- 
nutes are ſo many pointes deducted of our life. Will 
not you follow the counſell of the Sonne of God, and 
do well, while it1s day? A great night will quickly couer 
you with his winges,in which you ſhall haue no more 
meangs to trauel]. 

2. Take euery day, as aday in harueſt ; Take itas a 
day of a Mart,or Fayre Take it as a day , wherein you 
| Bbb 2 are 
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de moribus 
dhuins, 


are to labour in the golden Mines; Take it as a ring, 
which you muſt engraue, adorne, and embelliſh with 
your actions, to bein the.euening, preſented: to the Aul- 
tar of God. | 
3- Repreſent to your ſelfe a notable: conſideratis of 

Saint Bernard, that your actions paſſe, and not palle, tor 
euery worke you do,is a grayne of feed for life eternall. 
Say, as Zenxes did, that renowned Painter, AEternitati 
ine: I paint for Erernity.. h 

4+ Follow thecounſcllof S. Thomas; performe euve- 
ry action 1n the vertue of IESVSCHRIST, dett- 
ring to haueall- the good incentions, and: afte210ns of 
the Church militant and' triumphant; lo do it, as 1f on 
it depended the prayſe of God, the. good of the whole 
world, all your owne faluation, and as if it ſhoulder: a 
ſcale vpon all your workes.. | 

5+ Vndertake ouer night, the purpoſe of the:good 

workes you are todo the day following , what points 
you are to. meditate on, what finne you are to refiſt, 
what vertue you are to praiſe, what affayre you areto 
handle, to make all appearei1n his fit trme , with a well 
ordred forſight It 1s_Ariadne*s thred, which guideth our 
actions 1n this great labyrinth of time , otherwile all 
would wholy run into.confufſion . 

. 6. Hauefſo much curiohty in you, as ſometimes to 
know of what colour the dawning. of the day is , out= 
rip euen the ſteps of light, according to the-counſelt 
of the wile, toprayſe God. Take heed you imitate not 
that {wine Epicurus; who. boaſted he had waxed old, 
without euer.beholding the Sun riſing, or ſetting. Itis a 
g20d cuſtome roger vp in a morning, but diffticult-ta 
R—_ women fo. That famous <Apollonixs , held 1n 

115 tune for.the oracle of the world, comming very car- 
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 Ifittthe morning, to the gates -of 7eſpaſiar , and finding 


him awake, thereupon conieured, he was worthy to 
wield an Empire , and ſayd to one that accompanied 
him: Vadoubtedly this man will be Emperour, ſeing he 
i5foearly a ſtirrer, 

7. All that you are to divide theday in , is ſeuered 
In 3. parts, Deuotion, Buſineſſe, Recreation . Devotion 
muſt cary the torch, & open thedoore toall our actions, 

8. Makeaccount, at your firſt awaking to giue all 
the firſt fruits of your faculties, ſenſes , and fun&ions , 
to the divine Majeſty . That Memory , may preſently 
put you in. mind, that you ought to dothe worke of 
God; that the Vnderſtanding cait a conſideration ypon 
his Creatour,like lightning ;that the Will be enkindled 
with his loue; that the Hart may ſhoot forth ſome en- 
flamed arrowes , ſome deſires, ſome atfe&tions wholy 
celeftiall; That rhe mouth, and rongue may endcauour 
to pronounce ſome yocall Prayer to-the Holy Tri- 
nity ; that-the hands may make the ſ1gne of the Crofle 
vpon the forehead, and.breaſt; then , that they may be 
lifred to heauen; That the armes, and feete may ſhake 
off, the benumming ſtupidity of ſleep, as $. Peter d1d the 
chaynes at the Angels LANG ern good beginning, 
to offer your ſelfe , as a ſacrihce ro. God . The hayre was 
vied to be pulled from the victime, and pur into the fire 
before ſacrificing it: ſo ought you ar-your firſt awaking 
to ſummon: theſe ſmaller atwns, for the commence- 
ment of your Sacrifice; . 

9. This a&on-ſhould ſerue as a preparatiue to ang- 
ther more long, and ſerious deuotion , which you are to 
make 171 your :cloſet;, when firſt you come out of your 


bed . If you haue fo gorgeous garments to put on, that 


neceſſarily: you:muft beftow ſome notable tyne todrefe . 


b 3. : you,, 
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you, itisa miſerable ſeruitude . Obſerue you not , it 
fhould be done , to render your tribute to God ? Then 
 cloath you indifferently , as much as ſhall be neceſſary , 

- for comlineſle & health. Afterward with bowed knees, 
vie five things , Adoration , Thansgiuing , Oblation, 

: Contrition , Petition . 

' Adoration,in adoring God, proftrated on theearth, 
reſounding like a litle ſtring of , world's great harpe, 
offering to the Creator this whole Vniuerſe , as a yotuue 
Table, hanged vp, op his Aultar, wholy reſigning your 
ſelfe to his will.For this act it is very expedient to vie 
- the Hymne of the 3. Children in the furnace, who called 
alcreatures,as by a check-rowle, to the prayſes of God, 

Thanksgiuing, for all benefits in generall, and par- 
ticularly for that you haue —— paſſed ouer this 
night.The Church furniſheth vs with an excellentfor- 
me of thansgiuing in the Hymne , Te Deum laudamus. 

Oblation of your facultyes , ſenſes, funions, 
thoughts, wordes, workes, and of all that you are, re- 
membring the ſentence of S. Iohn Chryſoftome, That the 
worſt auariceis to defraud God of the oblation of your 
ſclfe.Offer to God the Father your Memory to repleniſh 
it, with profitable, and good things, as a veſlell of ele- Þ 
&10nzTo the Sonne,your Vnderſtanding toenlightenit Þ} 
with eternall verityes; To the Holy Ghoſt, your Will ro ÞÞ 
heatit with his holy ardours; con "io your body to the | 
' Blefſed Virgin, to preſerue it vnder theſeale of purity. FÞ 

Contrition in generall for all finnes ,and particu- | 
larly for ſome vices, and imperfetions, which moſt ſur- | 
charge you, with a firme purpoſe ro make warre againſt I 
them and extirpate them with Gods afliſtance . | 
| Petition; notto offend God mortally, not to fayle, | 
With grace, light, and courage, to refit thoſe fines , to | 
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which you moſt are inclined. To praQtiſe thoſe vertues,' 

with are moſt neceſſary for you. To be guided,and go- 
uerned, this very day by the prouidence of God, in all 
that may concerne the weale of your ſoule, body, and 
things externall.To participate 1n all the good workes, 
which ſhalbedonein the Chriſtian world. To obtayne 
new graces , and ſuccours for the neceflityes of your 
neighbours, who you then may repreſent, and this by 
the interceflion of Saints, wherwith your prayer ſhould 
be ſeaſoned. It is to very good purpoſe then, to ſpend 
ſome quarter of an houre at theleaſt , in reading tome 
ſpirituall booke, imagining it, as a letter ſent from God 
to you for dire&ion of your actions . 

10 When you put on your apparell, and head atty- 
res, toacknowledge your great Geninda, {o- to ſerue 
with much induſtry the moſt abieR, and brutith part of 
manzto thinke you garniſh a body, which euen this very 
day may be a ate; A rottenneſſe. What time, and di- 
ligence had leſabe/ yſed thatlaſt day of her life, to ador- 
ne,and deck a body, that was trampled vnder the feete 
of horſes, and gnawen by dogs ſome few houres after ? 
Maſſe muſt be ny ata due mug in the manner be- 
fore related , and that 1s a moſt eſpecial] at of deuoti- 
on. 

11. Theſecond employment of the day,is in the af- 
fayres , which one manageth, whether it be for the pu- 
blike, or for your owne particular, in the gouernement 
of your family, or diſcharge of ſome office . A good bu- 
finefle, is a good deuotion, and nothing 15 ſo much to be 
feared as Idleneſſe, whichis a very Ant-heape of ſinnes. 
He that taketh paynes (fayd the auncient Fathers of the 
deſert) 15 rempted, but by one Duel) ; he that is idle, by 
them all , There 15 no perſon ſo Noble , or eminent,that 


ought 


384 The Holy Conrt.. | Lb. 3. 
ought not to find our ſome employment. If 7yox had the 
reaſon of vnderſtanding, it would tell you, it better lo- 
ued to be vied by much excerciſe, then toruſt, and con- 
ſume in the corner of a houſe. | | 

12. In thepradtiſe of charges, offices, affayres,to vſe 
ſcience,confcience,dexterity,diligence.Science in lear- 
ning that , which is profitable to be knowne , for the 
diſcharge of duty,in1aforming ones ſelfe of that which 
cannot be gheſſed at , in hearing counſell, examining, 
and weighing it with mature d:11beration. Conſcience, 
in adminiſtring all chings with integrity , according to 
lawes diuine,& humane. Dexterity,in doing all things 
diſcreetly, peaceably, with more fruit, then noyſe, 1n 
ſuch manner, that one ſhew not anxiety in affayres, but 
like that Prince, of whome in auncient time one ſayd, 
That in the moſt buſy occupation , he ſcemed euer to 
haue the greateſt vacation. Diligence, obſeruing occa- 
fions well,and performing euery thing in time, & place. 
He that hath neuer fo litle ſpirit, and good diſpolition, 
ſhall alwayes find wherein to employ himſelfe, princi- 
pally in the workes of mercy, both {pirituall , and cor- 
_-_ , amongſt ſo many obies of our neighbours mi- 

eryes . 

- Time of repaſt, recreations, ſports, and viſits, 
ſhould be very regular, for feare nature be not diſſolued 
in alazy, and peſtiall life, greatly vnworthy ofa noble 
hart. Away with gluttoay , play, detra&ion, curioſity, 
ſcoffing ,babling . Let the conuerſation be as a file , to 
ſmoth,and cleanſe the ſpirit, and euer to adopt it, toit's 
proper funions. 

14 Oneſhould nor in affayres, recreations, retire- 
ments,omitat ſometimes to eleuate his hart to God by 
1aculatory prayers. Happy are they, who in cuery houre 
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of the day, do make vnperceynably ſome litleretraitin 
theyr harts,caſting their eye like a lightning flaſh, vpon . 
the houre paſt , and _—_— the dire&ion of the next, 
Aboue all, after dinner ,itis fir tore-enter into ones ſelf, 
and to ſee the good order with hath beene giuen, for the 
execution of the mornings good purpoſes. 

15. In the Evening before you go to bed, you are to 
wie examen of Conſcience, Letanies , and other yocall 
prayers , with the preparation of the meditation of the 
next day, happily to ſhut vp theday with acts of Contri... 
tion , Fayth, Hope, Charity, prayers for the huing,and 
dead . Thereupon ſettle your ſelfe ro ſleep, with ſome 
good thoght,to the end ,according to the Prophet, your 
night may be lightned with the beautyes of God. If a- 
ny interruption of ſleep happen,marke 1t out with Iacu- 
latory prayers, andeleuations of hart , as anciently the 
Tuſt did, for this cauſe,called the Crickets of the night. 
This doing , you ſhall lead aliferepleniſhed with ho- 
nour, repole, gratification towards your ſelfe, and ſhall 
echday aduance one ſtep forward to Eternity. 
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Of the Impiety of Courts ; 


The_ vnhappy Poluican . 


z=—-ITHERTO, after the Motines,and 
© obſtacles are propoſed, that me of qua- 
© Jity hauein the way of Chriſtian per- 
7 fection,I haue'made a colle&tion of the 
«. moſt wholeſome Inſtructions, which 
J U{ may guide them to the wiſiom of hea- 

' uen: Conſequently, I purpoſe, accor- 
ding as tyme, and leafure will permit, to write the hi- 
ſtory of the Holy Courts,purſuing the courſe, which 1 
propoſed in the preface. But this volume being already 
become big 1n the prefle, requireth nothing but the ſcale 
vponit.. Behold whereforeT hau: been willing to affixe 
it theron, with two bookes of graue, and admirable Hi- 
ſtoryes , which may ſcrucas a {cantling , of the whole 
piece 1 intend. 
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The iſſue of all this worke;is to declare a moſt wor- 
thy ſaying of S. Augnitine ; That nothing is ſo miſe- 
rable, as thz proſperity of the wicked , nothing ſo hap- 
py , as true, and folide piety . To bring theſe two veri- 
tyes into their full luſtre of light, as well by example, as 
precept , I haue choſen two Courts very different. The 
one, 15 the Court of Herod; The other of Theodoſirs the 
| yonger- In the one, the diſaſters of 1mpiety are beheldzin 
the other the happyneſle of vertue . 

Verily, Lhaue caſt theeye of my conſideration vpon 
divers Hiſtoryes,and haue ſecene none which may make 
great me moreſenfibly apprehed, how thoſe, who rulein 
Courts & places of dignity by meere policy,& humane 
prudence, accommodating religion to their owne inte= 
reſts, are deceyued, as the life, and death of this vnfor- 
tunate King of Iudea, He had an infinite naturall wdg- 
ment, anadmirable penetrating Spirit, a Courage vn- 
ſpeakably dauntleſie . A man, who derived from no- 
Sing, aduanced his fortune euen to the Regall throne, 
and eitabliſhed it amongſt ſo many thorny affayres, as 
mad? him admired by the wiſeſt of the world . But be+ 
cauſe he built ypon this Maxime of Imptety , that Reli- 

ion, and aw ſhould be madetoſerue our proper inte- 
reſts , heled a life fu}l of crimes, and diſturbances, con- 
cluded with the moſt diſaſtrous death, that may bei1ma» 

ined. | | 
That alſo which hath made mercſolue ypon this hi- 
ſtory drawnefrom Toſephws, with ſome other little frag- 
ments and.memorialls, dilating it according tothe ta- 
lentof my ile , wthhout yang any other tranſcription, 
15 , that beſides the Vnhappy Politician, you ſhall therin 
read Innocency perſecuted, in thelife of a Lady , who 
hath:beene: a true mirrour of Patience, and whome I 
4.15 ; Cos & pur- 
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purpoſe topropole, as one of the greateſt ornaments of 
our Holy Court. It 1s from hence, I may truly gather a 
moſt beautyfull roſe amongſt the ſharpeſt thornes, ſhew 
calmeſt ſerenity in the rougheſt ſtormes , and feeke the 
hony-combe in the Lyons throate, fince I, in Herods 
Court, ſtriue, to find out, the patient, and chaſt <:Mar;- 
amne, the true table of innocency,ynworthily vſea. The 
ſuftrance of this poore Queen would deferue to be con- 
ſecrated with a pen of CAdamant,in the temple of Eter- 
nity, fince ſhes able to dazle the eyes of the moſt har- 
dy, to fill the mouths of the moſt eloquent , and rauihh 
the mindes of thoſe whoadmire no vulgar things. 

God, whoeuer rayſeth the glory of his Ele&, as from 
the dzpth of the greateſt miſeryes,ſeing the ſoule of this 
Princeſſe , among the moſt eminent, and illuſtrious, 
thought he muſt giue her a large field for encounter, to 
reape the richeſt palmes of patience, affoarding her He- 
rod , 2 bad Husband , a barbarous Perſecutour , an infa- 
mous E xecutioner: but ever, more agreable to the pati- 
ent Mariam, in the quality of a Perſecutour, and a 
Hangman, then in the office of a Husband . 

To knowe the ſtrength of this Anuile, we muſt vn. 
derſtand the himer, which beateth on it. To ſpeake ſuf- 
ficiently of the ſinguler vertueof this Queene, we the- 
reunto muſt oppoſe the malice of Herod: we neceſlar1] 
muſt behold; how this diſloyall man , holding his Life, 
Scepter , & Crownefrom the houſe of Marianne, for 

 Fecompence therof, rooke from her,ſcepter,crowne and 
lifz,after he had drawne her bowels out, cauſinge her 
neareſt of kinne to be pur to.death- before her eyes, then 
caſting her,all bloudy vpon the pyle , where the bodies 
of her parents,and brethren were burned , as the laſt ſa- 
erifice of his fury, yet neuer at all ſtartling ather. inuin- 
| 2 6 cible 
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ble patience. Euery man _— of Herod , as ofa man 
of morter ſteeped 1n bloud, as of a Tyrant, who would 
murder mercy it ſ{elfe: but euery one knoweth not the 
wiles he vſed to poſſeſſe himſelfe, both of Queene cMa- 
riamue, and Scepter of Daxid, opprefling the one with 
all Ingratitude, and gouerning the other with ynſpeas» 
kable Mifchieffe. 

I. About ſome fifty yeares before the Natiuity of _ 
our Lord and Sanionr,the kingdome of {udea,which ſub- 
fited, although among ſtrange Eccliples , and horrible 
viciſſitudes, om King Danrd, almoſt a thouſand yea- 

res;after it had ſo many times tottered, and fo often b 
many ſhocks, and concuiſions beene eſtabliſhed , in the 
end found its totall ruine, and tombe in the diſcord of 
two Brothers. At that time. Hircanmw raigned,, a good 
man,bura bad Kinge , who neyther had fortirude, Va- 
Jour, nor courage. He vſed as much remiſineſle in his 
charge, as hepractiſed Innocency in his manners. His. 
ouermuchrea{inefſe made him degenerate into a certay= 
ne ſtup1dity,and being vnapt to.do ul, he rendred him- 
ſelfe capable to be an inſtrument of all kind of euils, by. 
being tooealy for the impreflions. of another. He ac- 
knowledging his owne weakeneſle, freely, reſigned the. 
dignity,and burthen of Empyre to his brother Ari#o- 
bulus,a valiant, and hardy man, who bad litle Succeſſle, 
and many Enteepriſes.. 

II. In the meanetyme, Pale#ine during the incon- 
ſtant wauering of this. Royalty, was much courted by, 
her neighbours, but:aboue all © Auripater, Father of He- 
rod, atr FAnmenn by Nation. 5/an Arabian; in manners, 
wealthy, fa&tious, able ro-onerturnea large Empire by 
bis ſubrile. wyles, had. for a long tyme an open throte 
ypon thy kingdome ofi1udea: He well foreſaw,it would 
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be a matter very difficultfor him, to force a paſſage for 
his wicked &gds,whilſt this couragious Lion Ariitoby- 
lns bare Gra were he diſmounted, and Hircanus 
ſeated agaynevn his throne, all were in his owne power. 
What doth this Arabian then? he ſoweth 1n the ſoules, & 
minds of the people , ſeeds of reuolt againſt Arifcbulus, 
» ſaying: They were very remiſſe, and diſloyall, fo to fuf- 
» fer Hircanus their lawfull King to be dethroned, to 
w whom Nature had graunted Empyre, to transferre the 
» Kingdome to a mutinous , and turbulent ſpirit, who 
» quickly would withill. mannage make them feele the 
» Tuine and deſolation of all Palcitize. That they had for- 
» faken a King,blameworthy in nothing, but 1n furplu- 
» lage of goodnefle, to take another , = hauing made 
» entry into Principality by the gate of Infidelity , could 
» Not raigne,butin the diſaſtrous miſery of his Country, 
» Although Hircanus ſhould yield vp his right, he were 
» notdiſpenſable in this his Modeſty . The more vnwor- 
» thy he ſhould eſteeme himſelfe torule, the more were 
» his worth. The glory which he endeauored to decline, in 
» the OY his owne perſon , would waite 
» Ypon him cuen to his rombe. Yea ſhould they obiec to 
him his great {weetneſle, and facility of nature , 1t were 
» More ſuteable to the piety, and gentleneſſe of the Iewes; 
» If Doues were tochoole them a King,they cuer would 
y better loue a Statue, then a Spar-hawke. 

This wily ſpirit by ſuch like remonſtrances quickly 
found much credulity , partly in the minds - thoſe, 
whoaffeked innouatio, partly amogſt thoſe who were 
guidedby Iuſtice; & all {aw not , how vnder the colour. 
of publique good , he ſought to rayſe a Monarchy for 
himſelfe, or his heires. He thus hauing allready put the. 

Iron into the fire, gayned the hart,and opinian of Hir- 
Fm ; C44 
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£anus by all kind of obleruances, and teſtimonyes. of 
amity , which was a matter not hard todo, this Prince 
ſuffering himſelfe to be gouerned by thoſe, who made 
ſhew of any the leaſt affetion towards him. Behold him 
now, as Procurator, Tutor, and Mayſter of this flexible 
ſpirit , whome he ſo, ynder pretext of frendſhip,poſſeſ- 
ſed, that the ations of Hircanw ſought no other 1ſſue, no 
other extent, but as they were guided by the thoughts 
and counſells of Aztipater . Notwithſtanding when he 
ropoſed to him to make warre agaynſt his brother , to 
repoſleſſe. himſclfe of the Royall Throne, hz found his 
hartall of Ice, and was fayne to vie his beſt endeauour 
toenkindle him, through the exceſliue coldnelle of his 
nature. In the en4 he one day plainly diſcouered to him: , 
That this abrenunciation of rule, which he had tran(- ” 
acted with his brother, was a thing incompatible with , 
his honour, and life. What eye, would not bedifſolnued , 
into teares, to behold himdeſpicable, and wretched, , 
whileſt his brother liued 1a all ſfuperaboundance, and 
pompe. It were to confound the Lawes of Nature, it , 
were to authorize Tyranny , to ſay, that lictle Theeues , 
ſhould hue 1n ferters , and Ari#obulus , that hail vſurped , 
a Kingdome {rin hlken robes, and reſplendently glitter 
in Diamonds. Thata Kingdome was a ſhire, which ne- 


of lazy Philoſophers to attirme,thatDiademes were tif- 
fued with thornes; their Rubyes, and Diamonds neuer 
hauing pricked any man The life that Hjrcanw then led, . 
was goud for a Religious E//can , but not for a King. = 
To conclude, that the peopled-fired with pation to {ee 
him reeſtabliſhed 1n the throne of his aunceſtours . He 
plyed the eare of this Prince with ſo many forcible 
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found himſelfe combatted by two powerfull reaſons, 
the one was his oath, by which he had renounced Prin- 
Cipallity, and the other his weakeneſle. 

; From the oath Antipater abſolued him,ſaying he had 
ſworne to a finne , and that there was no obligation to 
execute 1e. For inability , he made ouerture to him of 
Arabian ſaccours , which he had in his power . So that 
finding him wauering vpon this wicked paſſage, he caſt 
into his ſoule blacke 1ealouſyes of his brother,as of him, 
who after he had viurped his Eſtate, would enterpriſe 
on his life, counterfayting conſpiracyes framed againſt 
him with ſo much art,that Hircanmw yielded himſclfe vp, 
& gaue him the abſolute commiſſion of warre,or peace, 
as beſt pleaſed him. This concluded , the apple of dil- 
cord is caſt , Axtipatey fayleth not toſollicice Arethas, 
the Arabian King , who commeth with a huge army to 
fall vpon Pale#ize , not without harbarous hoſtilityes, 
and lamentable deſolations, euen to the neere ſtrait- 
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having preſented to the Romane, amongſt other lar- 
geſſes, a golden Vine, oneof the moſt cur1ous worke- 
manlhipps of the world , which was atrerward feene to. 
ſerueas an ornament for the Capitoll.In the end behold 
the two Brothers conteſting at the feere of Pompey to 
plead, not for a meadow,or a vineyard, but fora King=- 
dome, little confidering, thatputring their fortunes 1n- 
to the hand of a ſtranger, who had noother Law bur 
his owne ambition, _ the ſhadow of arbitration,he 
would fixe his tallons . Antipater beholding from the 
beginning , the ballance to bend towards Arzsobu!rs, as 
vato him, from whome the Romans had moſt caule ro 
hope readyelſt ſeruice for their prerences , ſpared nor to 
diſgrace him, to lay alperſions on him, to calt the Ro- 
mans ito a diſtruſt of his ſpirit, and' perpetually play 
the {l:eping dog before Pompey, 1n ſuch ſort, that Ari- 
#ooulw , foreleeing well , that this pernicious man, abu- 
fing the name, and weakenefle of his brother, fold them 
both co the Romans , ſtood vpon his guard , hauin 
more animoſity, then ability to reſiſt the army of a vaſt 
E mpyre. 

The poore Prince ſhrinking vnder the burthen of 
fach an enterpriſe 1s taken, put into fetters with twoof 
his Sonnes, and as many daughters, was lead to Rome to 
{:rucas a fſportin Pompeyes triumph. leruſalem 13 made 
tributary, the High Prieſts place guen to Hircanms , and 
ail authority 1a the hands of Antipater.It was a ſpectacle, 
which drew tcares euen from thoſe who before loued 
not Ar:#tcbulus , to behold this vnfortunate King in fet- 
ters, with the Princes his Sonnes, and thoſe much to be 
deplore Princeſſes his Daughters, all heyres of their 
Fathers miſery , who left their Countrey , where they - 
had flouriſhed with ſo much honours , to ſeeke amonglit 
Fx + 00 7 od tedious, 
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tedious , and irkeſome voyages both by ſea and-land , | 


ſeruitude, or death, whicheuer is the drdinary vow, 
and prayer of the wretched . | 
Antipater (as yet) all gs the palme of 
this victory, and eſtabliſheth his little Monarchy, which 
h: a long tyme had plotted. Hircamw reſembled an old 
ſepulcher, which retayneth nothing bur a bare tytle, all 
was acted by him in apparence, _ nothing for him in 
eite& : the other entertayned , and courted the Romars 
with his money, gaue preſents , ſent , and receyued 
E mbaifadours , practiſed ſupports , gayned coreſpon- 
dencyes , corrupted powers , ruined refiſtances which 
oppoſed his greatneiſe, & made this pooreHigh-Prieſt 
in all chings , to beare the ſeeming Scepter. Then ſeing 
him dayly become more weake then himſelfe, toſecure 
this ſtate vpon his owne Sonnes , he maketh the eldeſt 
(to wit, Phaſelus) Gouernour of Jeruſalem , and giueth 
to Herod his youngeſt the Tetrarchy of Galilee. Some time 
afterward, hauing ſucked downe all the wind which his 
ambition preſented to him, and not knowing , what 
more to do, he dranke a Cup of poyſon,which was in a 
banker offered to him by the ly cunning of Malics his 
enemy . Behold the current of humane things. Thee 
Spirits enragedly mad after greatnefſe, which they pur- 
ſue with a'l manner of toyle , and ſiniſter practiſes, are 
as thoſe little bubbles, that riſe on the water in the time 
of a tempeſt , they increaſe, and cracke zn a moment. 
HILL Artipater being dead, his two Sonnes Phaſelns, 
& Herod , diuide the ſucceſſion : ech one holdeth firme- 
ly his ſhare , and ſtriueth to pollefe the hart of Hircanm, 
making him alwayes to per{onate his owne part. Herod 
as ſoone as he was 1n office,euen 1n the life of his Father, 
being (a5 yet) but fifteen yeares of age, well difconered, 
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what hewould be, by his naturall inclinations, which 
proceeded from-him, as flaſhing ſtreakes from a clowd, 
ro be inſtantly turned into lightning:He had a maligne 
ſpirit ,crafty,ambitions euen to fury,and whole fingars 
PREE itched after blond, & _—_— And verily, 


oo” 


e defiled his tender yeares,and firſt beginning of prin- 
cipality with effuſion of humane bloud, falling not on- 
ly vpon one called Ezechias , wholiued in the reputari- 
on of a Pyrate , but healfo cutin pieces with him many 
Iewes , without eyther warrant , or knowledge of the 
cauſe , which engulphed many innocents in this ruine . 

The Mothers of chabs people maſſacred by yong He- 
rod , went out of the Temple, diſconſolate , with their 
hayre difcheueled , requiring iuſtice of Hjrcapw , who 
was no other then a meere Idoll of Principality , not- 
withſtanding much importuned by the cryes , and la- 
mentations of theſe weeping women, and excited by 
the Peeres of his Kingdome, he ordayned that Herod 
ſhould appeare before a tribunall of fuſtice. In this a&i- 
on the young man ſufficiently ſhewed the fierceneſſe of 
his courage. Others accuſed , came to this Parliament 
of Iudea-altogeather in mourning habit , he thither 
went, as to a feaſt, or a Theater, wayted on with a flou- 
riſhing retinue, cloathed 1n ſcarlet, frizeled, perfumed, 
and belides with the recommendations of the Romans , 
who bare nothing butarmed words, commanding the 
Iudges to pardon without other proceſſe. He then be- 
ing bur fifteen yeares old, ſo amazed the Iudges , & Ad- 
uocates, with his very faſhion and countenance, that of 
all thoſe, who were prepared for long pleadings againſt 
him,there was not oneto be-found, that had the hart to 
mutterin his preſence. | 

One of the Iudges, called Sameas, an honeſt man, 8 
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* more hardy then the reſt, cryed out a lowd to King Hir- 
can there preſent: Syr, I wonder not, this young Lord 
commeth in ſuchequipage to this barre, euery one doth 
what he can for his owneſafegard . But Iadnure that 
you,and your Counſcll ſuffer him thus to proceed, as if 
he came hither, not to be adiudged , but to murther the 
Iudges ; you preſently through tauour will enfranchize 
him, but he one day by Iuſtice will aflayle you. And ve- 
rily , of che whole Senate not one eſcaped, whome /1e- 
rd , being come to the full mannage ofthe Kingdome, 
urnot to death, except him who delivered his opin- 
oa with (uch liberty . It 1s reported of Samz2u5 , that whi 
afterwards , there was queſtion mooued to receyuse /le- 
rod tor King the others thereunto oppoſing conſtant]y, 
he freely fayd , He gaue his voyce to Herodzand fume a- 
mazed thereat: letit not ſeeme ſtraunge vnto you (faith 
he) God in his indignation, will gue ynto you a bad 
King ,and a worſe 6 cannot find then Herod: He is 
the {courge you ſtand in need of , tochaſtice your Inhi- 

delity . 

Hircanws, then ſ:eing the Iudges animated by $- 
Meas, more inclining to ballance of Juſtice, then 
mercy, cauſ2dhim Pos ro be ſhifted away - For he 
embyolomed him with loue, and ſo hatched the Serpents 
eggcin his breaſt. 

Herod,nothing inferior to his Father in pollicy,pur- 


ſuing his plots, and examples, inſeparably vnited him-' 


ſelf: ro the Roxans , gayning them with all manner of 
ſeruices, and eatertayning Hircanws to ſerue his turnes 
as a ſhadow, withall manner of complacence, and fHat- 
tcry. The Kingdome of 1442: ſcemed(as yet )not to be- 
hol! him, bur in diſtance, his brother Phaſelus, as the el- 
deſt held the beſt part. Ar;ftobulus, whom you haue ſeene 
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[ The oubappy Politician. $97 
led in fetters to Rome, had alſo two ſonnes, the eldeſt of 
which was called Atexander , Father of this chaſt Ma- 
riamne , whoſe patience wedecipher.The other was A#- 
tizonus,with whom Herod had much occation. Of both 
he diſcharged himſelfe in procefle of tyme; for the yn- 
fortunate Alexander, ſucceſlor to the vnhappinelle of 
his Father Avritobulus, putting himſclfe into the field, 
which ſuch troupes, as he could amaſſe together, in the 
diſaſter of his fortune, was 1n Fauour of Herod oppreſied 
by the Romans. Artioonns hauing eſcaped out of the cap- 
tiuity , wherein he was held at Rowe, with Ariftobulus 
his Father, gaue Herod matter inough to worke vpon: 
For putting himſ-lfe into the Parthians power , he 
wroughtſo much with promiſes , and hopes , that they 
vndertook to re-eſtablith him in his Royall throne. And 
thereupon they arme both by ſea, & land, and handle the 
matter fo by force,and policy, that they ſtir vp Hircanus 
and Phaſelus . | 

Herod with much difficulty ſaued himſelfe, & though 
he had a courage of teele, was fo aſtoniſhed with this. 
| ſurpriſe, that 1t was a great chaunce, he had notended 
 lislife,, vpon his owne {word . Hircanm vnworthily y- 

ſed, by th? commmaundment of his nephew Artizonm , 
had both his eares cut off, & thereby made for euer yn- 
capable of the high Pri:ithood.. Phaſe/us the brother of 
Herod enraged with the turne of fortune, voluntaril 
knocked out his owne braynes agaynſt the fide of a 
= rocke. Herod, who alwayes cleaued to the fortune of 
= the Romays, as Iuy to a wall, ſeeing his affayres reduced 
 vnto an extremity, imploreth their affiſtance, repre- 
”, fenteth the outrages of Antizonas , the hoſtility of the 
: Parthians, fngnifieth the feruices of his Father Antipater, 
| pro miſerh on his partall the world, and fo handleth the 
» Ddd 3 matter 
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matter,that beyond his expeRation, heis declaredKing, 
and at that inſtant Axtigouus enemy of the people of 
Rome, as afugitiue, and allye of the Parthians. 

Herod onatuerk him with might and mayne, ayded 
by the Romane forces. The miferable Antigonur, after 
a very long reſiſtance was 1mpriſoned, becomming the 
very firſt of Kings , who by commandement of Mare 
Anthony , was executed with a puniſhmert moſt ynhit for 
his quality, and condition, and among the Romans not 
vſuall , leauing his head vpon a ſcaffold in the Citty of 
Antioch , for no other caule , but for the defence of the 
inheritance of his aunceſtours. But S:rabo layth , that 
Marke Anthony could find no other way , to make Herod 
tobeacknowledged for King , while there was yet any 
of the Bloud Royall left, capable of rule, ſo much his 
people loued their naturall King , and abhorred a ſtran- 

Cr « 

V. Afﬀeer theſe ſlaughters, Herod mounteth to the 
top of the wheele, behold al the thornes (as he thinketh) 
pulled out of his feete : he now had nothing to grapple 
with , butan old man, an infant, and two women, the 
laſt remaynder of the Noble race of the 4ſmoneans. Hir- 
canus was the old man , who (in truth) had watched, a- 
mong the thornes , and horrible chaunges of his ſtate. 
He was then (as yet) captiue amongſt « Parthians, but 
the King although a Barbarian , had ſo much commile- 
ration of his ſo greatly afflicted goodneſſe, that he per- 
mitted him to live, withall free liberty ,in his Citty of 
Babylon . | 
This poore Prince, who had paſſed his whole life 
voyd of ambition,bare the chaunge of his fortune- with 
great equality, and temper of mind. The 1eves., who at 
that time, inhabited in the Parthians dominions , behol- 
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T The onhappy Politician. 
ding him all wounded, diffigured , wretched, abando- 
ned, diſarrayed , did notwithſtanding honour him as 
their King, with ſo much reſpe&,and reuerence, that he 
had almoſt found a Kingdomein Capriuity. Herod who 
ſaw this man , might ferue as a colour for thoſe — 
that would aymeat him in the ſwindge of his affayres, 
as yet not well confirmed,diſpatcheth an expreſſe Em- 
bailadour to the Parthian King with many preſents , & 
letters, ſweetned with ſilken wordes , wherein he be- 
ſought him , not to bereaue him of the greateſt content- 
m2nrt,he could poſlibly hauein this world, with was to 
be gratefull to thoſe , who had obliged him. Hircanus 

(laid he ) was his benefaor, his-proteQor, his Father, 
and {ince God had gmen him'ſome repoſe in his affay- 
res,it was an vnſpeakable comfort to Vis, to ſhare the 
ſcepter greatneſſe, and affluent content of Kings , with 
a friend fo faythfull, and worthy to be beloued . The 
King of Parthia willing to gratify Herod, whom he be- 
held to beſupported by the Romane Empyre,the power 
whereof he more feared , then honoured the Vertue, 
gaue free leaue to Hircanus, to go whither he would. He 
put the bufineſſe into conſultation with the prime 
ceres of his Countrey, who much diſſwaded him : But 
the ealineſſe of his ſingular nature, thateuer ſwallowed 
the bayte, without conſideration of the hooke, yielded 
h1mſelfe to the difſembled courtefies of Herod, and re- 
turned directly to Icruſalem, where he was receyued 
with infinite demonſtrations of amity .. 
\ Behold.the whole regall family in the hands of this 
Tyrant - Hircanns had but one onely daughter, named 


; Alexandra , a woman no whitof her Fathers temper, for 


ſhe was extremely haughty , and had much a do with 
herſcife to bite the bridle 1n this ſeruitude, She was Ma» 
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ther of two children, one ſonne, and one daughter , the 
ſonne was the litle «Ari#obwus, and the daughtgr Mas 
riammne,maryed to Herod . : | a 
VI. cHMariamne was accounted the moſt beauti- 
full Princeſſe of the earth ; for Gel/zzs who went prying 
after all the beauties of the world,to make relation the- 
reof to Marke Antony , hauing well conhidered all the 
moſt exquiſite Maiſter-pieces of nature, when he behol- 
deth Mariamne in Palc#:ze, he proteſteth all other beau- 
tyes,were terreſtriall in compariſon of this , which lee. 
med to be compoſed among the heauenly Crbcs. This 
manſaw nothing but the exterior barke ,and was wrapt 
with admiration, but her forme was noCworthy eſtceme 
in compariſon of the noble qualityes of her mind. She 
was a grand-child of the great cMachatres , well verſed 
in the law of God, diſcreet, wiſe , ſtayed, circumſpeR, 
courteous, chaſt as Suſanna, but aboue ail couragious,& 
——_— liued in Herods court, as Tob, on the dung- 
il]. Never beauty, nor. vertue, wereſodiſgraced in any 
match. This creature which had power to make ſo many 
braue Princes to {igh for her, and who might behold 
ſo many obſequiaus ſeruices done at her foote, hath 
now Herod for her husband, who had nothing humane 
in him, but lineament, and figure. It was to match the 
lambe with the wolfe , the doue with the faulcon , and 
totyealiuing body mouth to mouth with the dead, to 
marry ſucha Lady,to ſo prodigious a Monſter. 
But he who already had ower 1n his hand, paſſio- 
nately _ her,as well for Ge incomparable beauty, | 
as beſides for euer to eſtabliih his ſtate, confidering the Þ 
alliance of this litcle creature deſcended from ſo many | 
Kings would couer the obſcurity of his houſe, 8& gayne 
him more repuratio among the Iewes. Hjrcanns, yo 
c | ather 
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father of Mariamne, and Alexandra her mother , ſeing 
Herod was mayſter of his defires, the Scepter already in 
his hands, although by Inmftice, and Tyranny, meaſu- 
ring all thinges by his fortune , not perſon, iuaged this 
-way might yet be aduantagious,and rhat his wife might 
mollify him , and make him fauourable tothe Royall 
bloud . The generous Lady well forefaw , that the put- 
ting herinto Hereds hands, was to caſt her into the Ly= 
ons Iawes. But not to gayne-ſay thoſe,to whom the had 
beene taught to ſacrifice her whole lite , & to obey the 
lawes of neceſlity, ſhe vnderwent the yoke, fortifyin 
her Royall hart againſt All the ſtormy rempeſts , hel 
ſeemed already to menace her. Bzhold her maryed. Herod 
toueth her, as the Hunter veniſon, for his appetite, and 
aduantage, his loue being not of power to make him 
looſe one filly grayne of his ambition , or cruelty. 

This pcruerſe, & violent ſpirit, who held the King- 
dome as a wolfe by the cares, cuer wauering , yea cuen 
In the ſecure ſafety of his affaires,endeauoured nothing, 
bur torid himſelfe of thoſe , whole ſpoyles he poſſeſſed, 
the reſpect of this good Queen being notable to ſweets 
or ſoften his ſfauage humours, He well ſhewed , how 
little affection he bare towards her allyes, when it mig ht 
- any way import his pretended intereſt , euen at that 
time when there was queſtis to ſubſtiture a High Prieſt 
in the place of Hircanm, who hauing his eares cut off 
with much deformity , neceſſarily fel] into the irregue . 
larity ordayned by law,which forbad him Aultars . Ze- 
rod dayly ſaw the young Ariilobulus in his pallace, Sonne 
of Alexandra,and ſole brother of his wife, a moſt accom- 
pliſhed Prince, to whome euery one deſtined the Myter; 
He ſetts his- eyes a w—_— , and ſearcheth out on the 


further fide of Euphrates inthe Citty of Babylon, an vn- 
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knowne Iew , named Arapxcl, and createth him High 
Prieſt. | 
This wasa pill, which Alexandra the mother of Ari- 
$obulus and Mariamae could not{wallow,, yet thought 
fit to diſſemble it She ſaw her houſe manifeſtly deieted, 
in that her Sonne after ſo many obligations was diſpol- 
ſeſſed of an Honour , to which Bloud , Nature, and the 
Conſent of the whole world called him, to g1ue it to a 
man of no-value. She could not fo well diſgeſt her chol. 
ler , but that ſhe thundred more lowdly , = the mile- 
ry of the tyme, and malice of Herod permitted . 
Aariamne till repofing 1n the calmeneſfſe of her 
Noble ſpirit, declared to the King in her naturall ſweet- 
neſſe : Thathe was the ſupport of her houſe prey de- 
» Ccayed, and at that tyme vpon ſuch tearmes, that ſhe had 
» No care to pretend toſcepters,ſhe only deſired to breath 
» her laſt in theworld with honour. It he ſhould g1uc a 
» Miter to her brother Ar:i#obu/as,1t were to makea Crea- 
» ture-from whom he had-nothing to feare, his Throne 
» being throughly eſtabliſhed , and he being one from 
» whome reaſonably he mightexpe any thing , hauing 
» the tender youth of this Prince, as aſoft piece of waxe 
» 10 his hands. This a&t, would make him rulein harts , as 
» well a51n prouinces, when he ſhould be knowne to be a 
» Father, and a Protetour of a.young Sonne of Hircanss, 
» wholz vertue he alwayes had honoured. Briefly. , that 
» the honour which ſhe had by matching with him , ſce- 
y med not complete to her, whileſt ſhe ſaw her allyes kepr 
x from degrees , wherein they might be eſtabliſhed, with- 
x out preiudice of his authority. 
Herod {uifered himſelfe for this tyme to be-gayned 
by the charming {weetneſſe of cMariamne , and hauing 


deliberated the affayre with his Counſell,he reſolued to 
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give the high Prieſts place to young Hri#cbulus his bro- 
ther in Law, which was performed with much cere- 
mony. He aflem bleth his triends 1n the hall of his Pal- 
lace, then ſending for Alexandra, he made in the pre- 
ſence of them all,a premeditated ſpeach, complayning 
of her , and ſaying ſhe hada mutinous, and turbulent 
ſpirit , which ſought nothing but to embroylethe af- 
Cr and take a Scepter from him, which heauen had 
cauſed him to purchaſe with ſo much trauell, and paine, 
to put itinto the hands of an infant , to the prejudice of 
the Queene her daughter . Notwithſtanding that , for- 
getting all1nuryes ;he could not negle his owne dif<- 
potirion, which was to do good , cuen to thoſe, that 
wiſhed him 1ll; in confirmation whereof, he gaue the 
High Prieſt-hood to her Sonne , his purpoſe hauing ne- 
uer been other, and the ſubrocation of Axaxel, hauin 
not been made, but during the tyme of expeQation of 
maturity in the tender age of an infant. 

This ambirious Mother, according to her ſexe, and 
indeed beyond her ſexe , vpon the offer of this High- 
Prieſts place, was ſo fenfibly tranſported with ioy, that 
teares guſhed from her eyes, and ſhear that inſtance freely 
proteſted to Herod; THAT ihe had endeuoured all 
ſhe could poffible, to keepe the Miter in the royall fami- 
ly, ſuppoting it an vaworthy thing to transferre it els 
where: but as for the Kingdome, ſhe neuer had preten- 
ded thereunro, and that ſuch re{olutions ſhould never 
enter her thoughts. Whenſocuer it ſhould pleaſe Al- 
mighty God to call her out of the world, ſhe would dy 
well ſatisfied , leauing her fonne High Prieſt, and her 
danghter Queene . As for the reſt , if ſhe had ex- 
ceeded in ſome wordes, ſhe was excuſable, as a pafſio- 
nate Mother, towards a Sonne, who well deſerueth to 
Eee 2 oo> = be 
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be bzloned, a Mother inlaw of the King, to whom kin. 
» cd, and alliance permitteth ſomewhat the more liber- 
y iy, anda daughter of a King, to whom flauery is a hard 
; morſell , and her ſtomack vnable to diſgzſt ir. Bur here. 
after ſince he vied her ſo courteouſſy, he ſhould haue no 
cauſe to complaine of her Obedience. 

Hereupon they ſhooke hands, and behold'they are 
frends. But outalas! Theamityes of the world,are l:ke 
the felicityes thereof. If the amityes be deceytfull , the 
felicityes are tyed to a rotten table, or grounded ypon 
mouing ſand. The poore Mother reioyced for a litle 
ſenſe-pleaſing flattery of her feaueriſh ambition, and 
ſaw not that her Sonne was not ( really to ſpeake )the 
High prieſt, buta ſacrifice of the ſauageneſſe of Heo/. 
The diſcreet Mariamre, who by long obſeruation had 
learned to hold proſperity as ſuſpe&ed , ſuffred her hart 
not to be difſolued into 1oy, that ſhe ſtood not ſtill ar- 
med againſt the counterbuites of fortune. 

The feaſt of Tabernacles, greatly celebrate1 among 
the Hebrewes, being come, Ananel, after he had ſerued as 


an o. in cipher,1is ſhamefully reieted. Ariſtobulus begin- 


neth to exerciſe his charge . He was at that tyme but 
ſcauenteen yeares of age , but of a gallant ſtature, tall, 
and ſtrayght as a palme-tree, rad1ant as a Starre , and 
very like his ſiſter. When the people beheld him cloathed 
with the pontificall habillements, which were repleni- 
ſhed with Maieſty, & to go towards the Aultar, & per- 
forme thoſe ceremonial] rites with ſo much grauity , & 
colineTe,he appeared as a new Sun, which brake out of 
the clowdes,and came to gild the world, before couered 
ouer with darkenefſe. All the hartes, of thoſe poore He- 
breyes, whoſo much had fighed in the Ciuill warres, 
freihly bloamed,and newly opened themſclues, as roles, 
at 
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at the benigne, and gentle aſpe& of this young Prelat, 
His excellent naturall graces enchaſed in the Mateſty of 
his robes, rendredan 1ncredible luſtre , which dazeled 
theeyes of all bcholders . Some ſtedfaſtly beheld him, & 
became as ſtatues, yer ſhewing by their teares, their eyes 
were not made of marble. | 

The other ſpake to him with infinite dumbe teſti- 
monyes of a neuer-filent harty affeRtion . The reſt made 
the reiſentments of cheir harts, burſt forth from their 
Iipps,not being able to withhold acclamations, too free, 
and profuſe for the ſeaſon, but for their loue excuſable. 
They remembred the vertue of the auncient Macha=- 
bees, who had delivered the from Idolatry , they knew 
the wretched Hircanus, was no other then a ſhadow fol- 
lowing his owne funeralls , they retayned the freſh me- 
mory of the grandfather of this young High Prieſt, Ari- 
#obulus the great, who had been carryed bound,and fet- 
tered to Rome like a galley-ſlaue ; they were not igno- 
rant, how _Mexander his Father,8& CAntigonms his vncle 
had loſt their lives , by oppoling the gouernement of a 
ſtraunger This young Prcinceonly remayned free from 
ſo many ſhipwracke3, and in thegreene tendernefſle of 
his youth , they ſaw all the hopes of cheir Countrzy to 
bud', and bloſſome. And as one 1s credulous to heare , 
what he affetethr, they perſuaded themſclues , Herod, 
who atthe heginning had demanded the Kingdome in 
the name of this young Ar;Zobulus, would come to let go 
hrs hotd , gluing way to iuſtice, and for this cauſe, they 
with the more liberty enlarged themſclues in theſe ap- 
plauſes; but poore: creatures they reckoned without 
their hoſt. Herod, hauing behz14 this countenance in 
the people, inſtantly oblerned that according to his own 
Maximes , he had played the Clarke, and that this was 
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not his ordinary manner of proceeding , entring at that 
me into a furious tealouſy , he maketh the high Prieſt, 
and his Mother, and wife to be ſo narrowly watched, 
that neyther within,nor without the pallace, they could 
ſtirre a finger , but Hered was aduertiſed of 1t . x 
The prudent cMariamre , amongſt theſe ſuſpitions, 
lived full in grace, ſweetning vpon one hide, and other 
all acerbities,as much as bulinelſes of thag nature would 
permit.But her Mother Alrxa74ra touched to the quicke 
ro behold herſelfe amongſt ſo many {pyes, ſhe, who was 
euer defirous to conuerle, and le with all Royall liber- 
ty,reſolued to play atdouble, or quit, breake the gu1ues 
of ſpecious ferunude , or yield her necke to Hereds 
ſword, ifit ſhould come to paſſe, her calamity tranſpor- 
ted her into ſuch extrenuty . What doth the ? Cleoparra, 
that Queene, who had filled che world with her fame , 
was then in Zgypt, and naturally hated Herod , as well 
for his barbarous diſpoſition , as for particular intereſts 
of her owne perfon : For ſhe knew, he much had inter- 
medled in her affayres, and giuen Marke Antony counſcll 
to forſake her , yea to kill her . 
This Tyrant was ſo accuſtomed to ſay, k/l, that he 
eahly aduiſed others, to yſe the fame medicine , which 
were with him in his owne maladyes frequent. It isa 


ſtrange thing , that Cleopatra , one day paſling through 


Indea , he reſolued to ſend her into the other worid , 
thinking therewith to oratity Marke Antony . But was 
diiſwaded by his friends , ſaying ,1t was too audacious 
an attempt, and able for euer to ruine his fortune . The 
deligne was neuer publiſhed : Bur Cleopatra had caule 
inough hereupon to hate Herod , which much embol- 
den:d Alexandra to write to her in {uch like termes. 
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. eAlexanara, tothe Q weene Cleg- 
patra ; Iam 7 


ADAME 
SINCE Godhath gigen you leaue ;0be borne 


the moit accompliſhed © ueene in all qualityes , it is 
fit, your greatneſſe ſerue as a Santtuary for the innocent and an 
CAultar for the miſerable.The wretched Alexandra ,who hath 
much iunocency , voyd of ſupport , and too many calamityes, 
Without comfort, eaiteth herſcife into the armes of your Maie- 
Hy, not to giue her a ſeepter, but to ſecure the l-fe of her, and 
her Sonu the moſ pr. tious pledge which remayneth of heauts 
beni guy. T our Maze ty is not ignorant , that fortune haume 
mide me the dauzhter,and Mother of a Kine, Herod hath re- 
duced me to the condition of a ſeruant. I am not ambitions, to 
recount my ſufferings, Yhich I had rather diſſemble ; but what- 
ſocuer a ſlaue can endure in 4 gallcy , I beare in a Kingdome, 
through the violence of 'a Sonne in law, who hauing Hollen the 
diademe from my «hildren, Would alſo deprine them of life. We 
arc perpetually among ſpyes,tharpe kniucs, and black apprehen= 
fron of death, which would lefſe hurt Vs,'f 1t were more ſodayne. 
Stretch out a hand of aſsiance to the afflicted, and affoard vs 
ſ[omepetty nooke in your Kinzaome , till the ſlorme be ouer- 
bloc, and that ve may ſce ſome ſparkles of hope, to glimmer 
32 our offayres. Glory therby ſhall abide with you , and vith ws 
exerlaiting eratitude_ . | 
Cleo24tra- hauing: receyued theſe. Letters , made a 
ready anſwere, and invited her, to haſten ſpecdily into 
E2ypt with her Sonne, proteſting, the ſhould efteeme rt 
an-ynfpeakable glory, toſerue as a Sanctuary , and re- 
| fuge 
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| {poken to a faythfull, and ſecret friend of hers. 


all pretend to life. [4 


fuge for the affliction of ſuch a princeſſe. Reſolution of 
departure 1s taken, but the execution 15 a hard taske. 
The poore To, knoweth not, how to withdraw her. 
ſelfe LS this many-eyed Argus.In theend as womens 
witis inuentiue , eſpecially 1n matters that concernes 
theyr proper intereſts, She, without diſcouering ought 
to any one, no not to her daughter eAfariamne, tearin 

leaſt her nature too mild ſhould aduiſe her, rather to reſt 
in the liſts of patience, then to attempt wayes fo peri- 
Jous, ſheI ay , only aduiling with her owne pafſlionin 
this bulineſle, cauſed two beeres to be made( a matter of 
ill preſage )to put herſelfe, and Sonne into,thinking by 
this meanes to elude the diligence of the guard, and:o 
to be caryed to the ſea, where a ſhip attended her,and by 
this meanes ſaue her life, in the power of death. Bur by 
il] hap,one of her ſeruants named AFſope, who was one 
of thoſe, appointed to cary the beeres, going to viſit one 
Sabbion a trend of Alex:ndra's houle,letlome wordes fall 
of the intention of his Miſtrefle, as thinking to haue 


The perfidious S2bbion, had no ſooner wrong the 
worme out of this ſeruant's noſe, but he haſtneth to 
open all to Herod,ſuppoling it was very fit opportunity Þ 
to worke his reconciliation, he hauing long ty me-beene fy 
ſuſpeted, and accounted to be of Alexandra's fattion. [i 
Herod, after he heard this newes wanted not ſpyes , and þ? 
Centinels. The poore Lady, with her Sonne1s furpriſed Þ* 
vpon the beere,drawne out of the ſepulcher of the dead, |: ? 
to returne to the lwing,1ſhamed,and difgraced,that her | 
Commedy was no better acted litle conſidering that af- | 
ter her perſonated part had fayled,ſhe could nothing at ||. 


Herod notwithſtanding, whether he feared the great IF 
credit 
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credit Cleopatra had , or whether he would not wholy 
aftright Alexanara thereby, with the more facility to op- 
prelie her, contayned himſelfe in the ordinary oiffimu- 
lation of his owne Nature , without j{peakuig one ſo!e 
word ynto her: allthough very well in the face of this 
painted Hypocriſy was leene, that the clowds were ga- 
thered together to makea lowd thunder ctack, & ray fe - 
an vynrefiſtable rempeſt. The Cayriffe, after he had g1- 
uenſo many deaths in the horror, and affrightment of 
armes, would inflit oue,cuen( as it wereiniport vpon 
a fayre ſummers day . Bing at diner at the houſe of the 
milerable Alexandra , faygning to.haue buryed in deep 
obliuio all what was paſt ſayth, that in fauour of yourl , 
he this day would play the young man, and inune the 
high prieſt Ariitobulus his brotherinlaw to play at Tex- 
ris with him, or ſome other like exerciſe. The tides were 
made, the emulation was enkindled . The young Prince 
hoat, and eager played not long, but he became all on a 
water, asSat that time happened to many other Lords & 
gentlemen. Behold they all cunne to the riuers , which 
were neere this place of pleaſure where they dined . 
Herod, who knew the cuſtome of Ariitovulus, & well 
foreſaw, he would not fayle to caſt himſelfe into theſe 
cold bathes, ſuborneth baſe villaynes , who vnder the 
ſhew of paſtime, ſhould force him to drinke more then 
he would. All ſucceeded as this trayterous wretch had 
premeditated. Ariobulgs (eing the other in the water, 
vnclothed himſelfe quickly , and bare them company. 
There was no cauſe why he ſhould ſwimme, ſport, and 
dally vpon this element, euer dangerous, although leiſe 
faythleſſe then Herod. The poore ſacrifice skipped vp 
and downe not knowing the vnhappineſlſe which at- 
tended him. But the accurſed executioners remembred 


Fit | it 
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it well: For ſpying theyr time 1n this fatall ſport, they 
ſmothered the poore high Prieſt. vnder the. waters, in 
the eighteenth yeare of his age, and the firſt of his high 
Prieſthood. This bright. Sunne: which roſe with ſuch 
ſplendour, and applauſe , did fit in the waues, neuer to 
appeareagayne, but: with horrid waneſſe of death on 
his diſcoloured viſage. 

Humane Hop?s , where are you ? True dreames of 
the waking,ayery fantaſyes , fleeting fyres which ſhine 
not, but to extinguiſh your ſeJues, and 1n being put out, 
to bereaue vs of light, Teauing vs the ewll ſauour , and 
{orrow of lovuſing it. This Prince ſo accompliſhed , that 
nature ſeemed to haite framed him to be the obiet of 
thoughts, the loue of harts, the admiration of ſoules; 
This. Prince, in whome was ſtored all the glory of the 
Royall houſe of the Aſmoneans; T his Prince who was to 
matrry the Miter with the Diademe , and rayſe all the 
hopes of a loſt race; behold him , by a moſt reaſonable 


practiſe, ſmoth-red in the water, in an age, ina beauty, . 


in an innocency , which made this accident, as full of 
pitty ,as1t was vafurniſhed of remedyes . 

Vpon this newes the whole Citty of leruſalem , was 
in as great aconfuſion, as if Nabuchodonozor returning 
from the other world had been at the gates thereof: In 
eucry place there was nothing to be ſeene bur teares , 


grones, horrour, aſtoniſhment , yellings, repreſentati-. 


ons of Death:you wold haue ſayd, thateuery houſe bare 
their firſt borne to buriall, as was ſeene. heertofore to 


happe am6g the AEry0141. But aboue all Mexidrathe: 


diiconfolate Mothzr aftlited herſelfe with vncureable 
{orrow : fometyme ſhe wept, proſtrated on the body of 
her Sonne,, and ſought in his eclypſed eyes , and dead 
'1pps , ths remnant of her life, Sometymes ſhe rowled 


her 
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her eyes, like a diſtracted lunatike calling for fire,ſword, 
halters , & precipices , to hind in them the Cataſtrophe 
of life . 

The ſad Mariamne, although infinitly patient, had 
much a do to reſiſt the impetuous violences of an in- 
comparable ſorrow . She loued this brother of hers moſt 
dearely ,as her true Image , as the pledge-bearer of her 
hart, as the hope of her houſe , all reat in pieccs : All 
confounded as the was , the good daughter reflected on 
the wound of her Mother, and ſtayed neere the corps ot 
her brother, as if ſhe had been the ſhadow of the tame 
body . Then turning herſelfe to God , ſhe ſayd to him 
with an affe&ionate hart : My God, bchold me pre- 
ſently in that cſtats, wherein I haue nothing more to 
Rand in feare of, but your 1uſtice,nothing more to hope, 
but your mercy : Hefor whome I feared , for whome | 
hoped, all that which one may feare, or hopein the re- 
uolution of worldly occurrents, is taken from me by a 
ſecret 1udgement of your Prouidence, euer to bz ado- 
red by my obedient will, although not to be penetrated 
at all by the weakeneſſe of my thoughts. If I yeramong 
ſo many acerbityes ſucke ſome {ſweetneſle out of the 
world , in the preſence of this delicious obie&t , which 

ou haue bereaued me;behold me wholy weaned, heer- 
after I will therein find , nothing but worme-wood.to. - 


. the end that renouncing the comforts of the earch; I 


may learne to taſt thoſe which are proper to your chul- 
dren. Behold how fayre, and repoſed ſoules draw hony 
from the rocke, and conuert all into merit, yea euen 
their teares . The impatient, as Alcxazara, afflit them- 
{clues without comfort, torment themſelues without 
remedy, and many tymes becomedeſperate without re- 


miſſion. ' 
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What ſhall we lay ? Herod himſelfe in this ſad con: 
ſort of ſorrow would needs play his part . He maketh 
externally appeare in a diſſembled hypocriſy , all the 
ſymptomes of a true ſorrow . He deteſteth play , he ac. 
cuſzch fortune , he complayneth heauen had liniſterly 
enuyzd him an obje&, on which he much defired tg 
make all the loue, and reſpe:t appeare, he bare to the 
Royal!l Bloud, from whence he much deriued his aduan- 
cement , He moſt ceremomouſly goeth to viſit the 
Quezne & her Mother,and when he ftindeth them wez- 

ing about th:s dead bo1 — teares flowed from 
his eyes, whethzr it were he had them at command, to 
make his dilfimulation the more complete, or whether 
it were, he vcrily had at that tyme ſome reſſentment of 
gri:fe, b:holding on one fide this little blotſome ſo cru- 
elly cropped ynder thzſyth of death, and ſo many cele- 
ſtiall beauryes, which had for limit, and H»riz9 thein- 
ſtant of their birth: and on the other ſide confidering 
th:ſe poore Queenes , drenched in a ſea of ſorrow, of 
force to draw t-ares from rockes This trayterous crea- 
ture had yet ſomz humanity in him, and I cou'd well be- 
| liene, that nature had at this tyme wrong theſe teares 
by violence trs his barbarous cruelty, notwithſtandin 
fained a willingneſſe to ſtop his pattis with manlineſle, 
afcerwards turning himſelte to the Lady23, he ſayd , He 
was not comelo fodainly to wipe away their teares, 
which had but too much cauſe to be ſhed , fur him(clf2 
hs had inough todo to comand his owne; Nature muſt 
be ſuffered to haue h:rfway , Tyme woul i have hys, & 
woid apply a playtter to this forrow. That he wold per- 
forme tor the memory of th: dead , whatſoeuer an on'y 
Sone might expect fro apaſſionate Father & a puiſſant 
King that heereafter he would be true Sonne of Atexay. 


Gr.1, 
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4r4 , true husband, and true brother of cMariamne,fince 
God would redouble theſe obligations in him by the 
loſſe they had ſuffered. 2 
O, the powerfull Tyranny of the appetite of Re- 
uenge? Micxandra whome one would haue thought, 
would burſt into contumelyes and reproaches, as well 
knowing Herod, what face ſoeuer heſet vpon the mat- 
ter , was Authour, and plotter of this death , held her- 
ſclfz conſtantly 1n the degrees of dif mulation, not duf- 
content on her part, and all for the hope ſhe had to be 
opportunely reuenged in tyme, and place. Herod rety= 
ring, ge. 2 he had ated his part well, free from any 
ſuipition of offence,ſeing AHlexandraſpake not a word, 
who heertofore too frequently accuſtomed to coplayne 
in farre leſſe occaſions . To apply the laſt lenitiue , he 
cauſed the funeralls of the dead , to be celebrated with 
ſuch pompe, and magnificence , that nothing could be 
KO 5 5 ans well in the order of the equipage, as- 
in the curioſity of the perfumes , with which & , 
was. enbalmed , & the magnificent furnitures of ſepul- 
ture . The moſt ſimple & ignorant ſuppoſed all this pro- 


* ceeded, fromareall and fincere atfed4 ion. 


But the wiſeſt ſayd, they were the teares of theCro- 


* codile, that Herod could not cordially deplore his death, 
' Which had taken aſtraw out of his eye, and puthim in 


> full poſſeſſion of the Kingdome of 1udz4. Alexandra 
' loyning the paiſion of her ſorrow, to her reſolution of 


reuenge , pre'ently after the obſequies , faylerh not to. 
giuec notice to QneeneClegpatra , of all that had paſled, 
with ſo. pathenicall a letter, that euery word ſcemed to 
be ſtzeped 1n teares of bloud. Cleopatra, who was apt in= 
ough for thel2 imprefions, ſodainly takes fyre , & affe- 


&cth the alfayre with that ardour ſhe would. her owne 
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cauſe, ſherowſeth vp her whole Court, ſhe ſtormes, ſhe 
*Ailleth perpetually '{Marke EAnrepyes cares, crying outir 
was a thing inſupportable, to [tea ſtranger hold a ſcep. 
"ter, to which he could pretend no right, romaflacre £ 
heyre with ſo much barbarous cruelty ,to torment with 
ſeruitude poore afftited Queenes, contrary to all eau- 
ty, reaſon, and Royalty of birth. Artoay , who knew 
Herod, to be his Creature, and the worke of his owne 
hands , would not willingly ynderſtand theſe c om- 
plaints . Notwithſtanding to pleaſe C/coparra, he ſwore 
a greatoath , he would examine the bulineſſe in ſending 
for Herod, and if he were found culpable of ſuch a vil- 
lany , he would inflict an exemplar puniſhment vpon 
him. 

Behold Herod cited to-Laodicea , where IMarke An- 
tony was to remayne for a certaynetyme , whither he 
was ſummoned to appeare, and purge himfelte of the 
murther of Ariobalus , of which he was ſuppoled to be 
the Authour. This was a clap of thunderto this di{loy- 
al wretch,which then moſt powerfully awakened him, 
when he leaſt thoughr of it, and put ſuch terrours vpon 
him, as are not to be imagined. Vpon one fide, he had 
before his eyes, the image of his offence , and the voyce 
of bloud, which runge 11 his carcs zon the other hc law 
all his fortune depended on Aarke Antony, who at that 
tyme handled nothing, but by the counſel] of C!copatra 
his mortall enemy , and whome he well knew to haue 
an enterpriſe 11 hand vpon the Kingdome of Tndea tor 
her aduancement. But nothing ſo troubled his brayne, 


as a furious 1calouſy : For he imagined that Amtony,a | 


a IR 


looſe, & wanton Prince,one that courted all the Prince- | 
ly beautyes of the world, would do the like to his wite, | 


whoſe picture he formerly had, and chat with the more | 
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| eaſetoenioy her , he would make himTerne;as a facri- 
 fice for his tatall loues, | 
This Spirit of his was torne, and diſtracted on all 
fides , and 1n all obie&s diſcouered precipitation , & af-: 
frighrment: one while he ſeemed to reſolue ,'to vnder-- 
goe a voluntary baniſhment , ſometyme he ſuppoſed 
death more ſuteable, otherwhile he framed to himſelfe 
ſome purpole of refiſtance: but nothing appeaced to him. 
better then todelay , & draw the bufinetie out atlengh, - 
as long as he could. Antony prefſed with the voyage he : 
| vndertooke to warre agaynit the Parihians,ſent initant- 
| lyforhim, delayes & excuſes thruſt him further into 
{| fſulpition. O i | 
| Neceſſarily he muſt go,or refolue to looſe all. He ta» 
* Kketh leaueof his Mother in law Alexandra , and Mari- 
ame, his wife, without ſeeming to be amazed , with- 
out complaint, without giuing teſtimony of his difcon- 
tent, asf he had a ſhort 10urney- of pleaſure to make.. 
* Laſt ofall hehad his owne Mother, and his ſiſter Salome 
# in Court, to whome he much recommended the vig- 
lancy ouer the deportments of thofe, whome he eſtee-. 
med to haue wrought him the miſchiefe . Then draw- 
ing his vncle Teſeph aſide, he ſpake theſe wordes to him : 
(Vncle) you know the occahon that tranſporteth me to . 
Laodicea , which truely 1s very difficult , _ my inno- ® 
cency aſſaulted by powerfull, and ſecret malice, which ? 
# would be ſo much the more dreadfull, if they had as ® 
much effe&, as paſſion: But I hope to find day-light, ® 
2 through the ſorme, and that-you ſhall ſee me returne ® 
triumphant ouer Calumny, through my integrity', asT ” 
already haue rayſedTrophcyes ouer hoſtility. by armes': ® 
& It God ſhall otherwiſe diſpoſe of m2 , it is a meere plot ® 
18 prepared agaynſt me, for thei beauty: of my wife, on ® 
A = whome . 
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» whome Marke Antozy may ( perhaps ) have ſome def: 
» gne,and this would be a cauſc to ſhorten my cayes and 
» G therby to get more liberty for his vnbridelcd pal- 
w-fion. Burt for che preſent coniure you ,. by the loue, 
»- which I haveeuer borneyou, by my fortune, w** you 
» reuerence, by bloud, & nature: If (happily , you heare] 
» am otherwiſe vſed then my quality,and innocency pcr- 
» mit,neuer let thedeath of Herad 'be wayted on with the 
» iniury of his bed: Preſerue the Kingdome for your felfe 
» and your bloud,and cauſe my wife 1nſtantly,to take her 
leaue of this world, to accompany me 1n the other: Kill 
her coragioutly, leaſt another enioy her afrer my death: 
if the ſoules of the dead haue any feeling of the affayres 
of the world,thar, ſhall ſerue me for a ſollace. 

Toſeph much amazed at this manner of proceeding, 
doth notwithſtanding promiſe him , he would pertfor- 
me all according to his will, if neceflity fo requirea: but 
that his fortune euer powerfull, and 1nuincible , mace 
him conceyue other hopes in all kinds. Thereupon he 
ſet forward on his way,carying along with him the r1- 
cheſt parcels of his treaſure, to make a preſent of them - 
to thoſe, whome he moſt ſhould ſtand 1n need of , ſhe- 
wing inall thing els as much confidence 1n his counte- 
nance,as he hatched deſpayrein his hart. When he was 
arriued at Zaodicea , he found ſtraunge informations 
payer againſt him , which ſtrongly charged him 
with the murder of Ar;#obulns. 

It was ſhewed to Marke Antony,how Herodeuer had 
a deligne vpon the ſcepter of 7ud42a,with a delperate, & 
enraged ambition; That nothing ſo much perplexed 


him as to ſec Ariitooulys aliue, ro whom hein confcien- | 


ce knew the kingdome in ſuch ſort belonged, that him- | 
ſelfc durſt not demaund it of the Romans, but ynder the 
£ "I _ title 
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title of regency, whilſt the right heyre mow © matur1- 
ty: That he had conuerted this regency firſt into an Em- 

yre,afrerwards into a Tyranny, removing as much as 

e could, the Royall Bloud from dignityes,to aduaunce 
men of no worth, witneſſe Azarc! placed in the High 
Prieſthood, of which Hircanns was deſpoyled ; and that 
which made him alter his reſolution therein, was not 
good affetion , butimportunity, and enident daunger 
of popular commotions, whictt he well foreſaw, roſe 
vponthis reietion of the bloud royall. That Ariitobulns 
being preferred to the high prieſthood, receyued with 
all alacrity, and applauſe of the people, he ſhewed this 
action to be moſt hatefull to him, being nor ſufficiently 
able to couer the fury of his Enuy , vnder the ordinary 
maske of his Hypocriſy : Thar after this rime,he had nor 
ceaſed to perſecute the dead Prince, and his Mother, in 
ſuch ſort, that _—_ no ap, Hy. 1 among the [t- 
uing , they were enforced to put themſelues 1mto the 
Coffins of the dead , to be caryed to the fea, and from 
thence to be tranſported to Egypt: That he had cauſed 
them to be ſurpriſed in the act, and1n ſ{equele thereof 
had not afterward ſought any thing more, then to be 
rid of them: Thatthe yong Prince was drowned in the 
water,not alone, and ſeparated from the reſt, but mani- 
feſtly ſmothered,by the infolent youth of the houſhold, 
and boſome of Herod. All this proceſie(as was thenſayd) 
was focuident, that had:it not beene wretten with'the 
rayes of the Su ; one could not wiſh more perſpicuity. 
The voyce of bloud cryed to heauen, which the tray = 
terous wretchTould'not ſtop. The piture'of this poore 
Prince, which had alittle before his deathrbeene caryed 
into Egypt, was repreſented: with a ſingular admira- 
tion br. <4 beauty .His Ghoſt was madetoſpeake which - 
| s Ggg asked 
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asked Iuſtice of Marke Antony, for hauing beene ſo yn- 
worthuly, ſo ynhumanely murthered in the flower of 
his tender yeeres, by the moſt horrid treaſon , that ever 
was perpe trated. The teares of the Mother diſconſolate 
were not omitted in her abſence. Cleopatra made this 
whole Tragedy to be preſented , the combat was much 
enkindled, and the battery was forcible. Herod who 
wanted noteloquence in his owne occaſions , replyeth 
with a countenance very lowly, and mo. eſt . | 
PRINCE, and you Syrs, who arc of the Ccuncel,I 
» hold the Scepter of 1udxz neyther of Hircanus, nor Ale- 
» xau4ra,ncuer hauing had any pngote to flatter them for 
» thisend,yea much lefſeto feare them. You know ( moſt 
x illuſtrious CA»t07y ) the Kingdome is in my hands, I 
» hold it of you, from youall my greatneſſe ariſeth,and in 
» you all my hopes are concluded; if you command , Iam 
» at this preſent ready,not onely to leaue the ſcepter, bur 
» my life alſo, which neuer haue I beene deſyrous to pre- 
» ſcrue, but for your ſeruice. Burt it troubleth me, the way 
» of death being open to all the world, the path of reputa- 
» tion, which 15 more deare to me then life, ſhould be 
» ſhut againſt my innocency. I am perſecuted by women, 
» and much I wonder how the ſoule of Queene Cleopa- 
» 774 wholy celeſtiall, can nouriſh ſo much ſpicene againſt 
» a King, who neuer hath fayled, in any re(pec lawfully 
» dew, to her merit. For Alexandra, it is nor {traunge, that 
» iherayſe ſucha ſtorme againſt me, her fierce,& haughty 
» ſpirit, hath alwayes oppoled my patience, endeuoring 
» by all meanes, to diſparage my gouernment, to pull a 
» Crowne from me, which a more puiſſant hand, then 
» her aunceſtors,hath placed on my bead. | 
F) What apparence is there, that being by the fauour 
» of the Romans a peaceable polleſſor of a Kingdome, the 
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which euen by the conſent of my aduerſaryes ,1 ſoughr 
not { fo regular was my ambition,) T ſhould attempr a 
horrible crime, which cannot fall but intorhe mind of a 
monſter? No man will be wicked in cheerefullnefle of 
hart. The memory of the recompence, which man pro- 
poſeth to himſelfe, cuer beareth the corch before the 
crime. To what purpoſe ſhould I attempe vpon the life 
of Ariftobulus?To \ettle my aftayres? They were allready 
eſtabliſhed. Your gratious Fauour( moſt noble Antony } 
hath afforded me more,then all their machinations can 
vanquiſh. But I perpetually haue kept back the bloud 
royall from dignitycs? What keeping back'is-it, when 1 
hauecheriſhed them in my owne boſome, as much, as. 
poſiible.Euery one knowes Hircanns, the prime man of 
this royall Family , being held as a -prifoner among: the 
Parthians,l bent all my fpirits,employed all my creoit, to. 
haue him ſer atliberty , and to procure his retourne ro 
Court, where he now luethin full cratiquillity , enioy- 
ingall the prutledges of Royalry, but the carefull ſolli- 
citude of affayres. It is knowne, I haue deurded my 
Crowne,and bed, with his graund lA (Mariamme,mee 
king her both Queene of people, and wife of a King. I 
haue giuen the high Prieſt-hood to her brother Ariſt 051 
lus of my meere and freewill , notenforced by any con- 
ſtraint, as being abſolute in the manage ot my owne af- 
fayres, and if I ought hauedelayedhim,iris becauſe the 
minority of his age , ranne not equall with my affecti- 
ons , but in effe& he hath beene beheld high Prieſt at 
eighteene yeares of age, which is a fauur yery extraor- 
dinary. | 

Alexandra his Mother, who maketh way to this bu- 
fineſſe , hath euer had all the liberty of my Conrt, ex- 
cept the licence of ruyning herſelie , which ſhe paſſio- 
=. nately 
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-» nately purſueth . For what reaſon had ſhe to hide her< 
»» ſelfe in a Coffin , and cauſe herſelfe to þe carryed in the 
»» night, as a dead body , to ſteale from my Court, and af- 
2» ter the had wronged me in my owne houſe, to traduce 
»» me among ſtrangers ? If ſhe defyred to makea voyage 
»- into Egypt, ſhe need haue ſpoken, but one word, it had 
»» beene ſufficient : But ſhe pleaſeth herſelfe in coun- 
>» terfayting a falſe perill in a reall ſafety , to obtrude 
2» into the daunger of life, thoſe , which make her live in 
» all repoſed affurance. Ihauimg difcouered this practiſe, 
»> hauenotlet fall one word of bitterneſſe agaynit her de- 
>» flous ſhe ſhould at her eaſe enioy the fight of me , asa 
-» ſpectacle of patience , and thinking all folly ſuthciently 
»- puniſhed with it's owne proper conſcience. Certayme 
» tyme after, the death of this young Prince happened, 
»-* which draweth4eares of compattion from me, "a Ilo- 
»» ucd him , and much ittroubled me, his Mother peruer- 
>» ted the (weetneſle of his excellent nature, and cut more 
»» ſtuffe out for his yauth,then he was able to ſtitch togea- 
»» ther. He 1s dead, not in my houſe, but in the houſe 
»- of his Mother ; dead, by an accident, which no man 
-» could preuent; dead, ſporting 1n the water , a faythleſſe 
»» element, where a thoufand, and a thouſand haue with- 
-» out any ſuch purpoſe periſhed ; dead , among the youth 
»» of the Court, with whomedayly he diſported himfelfe. 
» His owne meere motion ba:e him into the water , the 
>: brauery of his youth , cauſed him to dally even in daun- 
>> ger 1t felfe , without any poflibility ro divert him , and 
-» his owne miſhap hath drowned him. Ir is to tye me to 
>: hard conditions , if Alex:ndra will make me both ac- 
-» countable for the yourthfull leuityes of her Sonne, as 1f I 
»» were his gouernour, & of the frayle inconſtancy of ele 
» ments, asSif 1 were Lord of there ©: - 
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This pernicious ſpirit Tpake this with ſo much grace, 
and probability , thathe gayned many harts : So much 
force hath eloquence , euen inthe hands of iniquity. Be- 
hold him now on the ſhore out of perill, remayniang in 
Antonys Court in all liberty , to attend the ſentence of 
his iuſtification. In the meane tyme, being (as he was) 
wiſe and liberalln all occaſions, by force of preſents he 
purchaſed the harts of the chiefe,and made al theaccu- 
lation of Cleopatra appeare to be the paſſion of a woman 


. illaduiſed. 


HMarke Antony himſelfe ſayd to Cleopatra, ſhe did ill 
to intermedle ſo much with forrayne Kingdomes, and 
that if ſhe tooke this courſe, she would rayle enemyes, 
preiudiall to her eſtate. That Herod being a King, it was 
not fit toyle him like a ſubie& , and thatit would be her 
happyneſle rather to haue him a friend, then an enemy. 
As theſe thinges were handled in Aztonyes Court, the 

ueene Mariamye , and her Mother Alexandra, ceaſed. 
nortto be obſcrued by the ſolicitqus diligence of the Mo- 
ther, & Siſter of Herod. : 
1:ſeph his yacle, played the Goaler,and often viſited 
1eene Marjamme , ſomeryme to treate ſome affayres 
with her, ſometyme 1n the way of complement . This 
man began to burne. like a butterfly 1a the eyes of this. 
incomparable beauty , and much aftected her, although 
he ſaw. himſelfe far off from all manner of hope. Not- 
withſtanding he found ſome contentment , to haue fi- 
xed his affection in-ſo- eminent a place. This paſſion 
made him fooliſh , and full of babble, hauing already 
rudeneſſe inough of his owne nature, which made him 
vtter ſtrange extrauagancyes. For one day, there being 
occaſion to ſpeake of Heyods atfefion to Mariamne his. 
waite , Alexandra the mother macked thereat in an exor-- 
Ggg 3 bitang. 
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bitant faſhion , and indeed ſomewhat too bitter , accor- 
ding to her cuſtome . Toſeph , who was delyrous toen- 
tertaynethe Qneene in the good fauour of his Mayiter, 
werCit out of tolly , or drunkennelle, fayd : (Mad:me) 
Yonr Mother Alcxandra , miy tell you what pleaſe cr - But to 
ine you acleere, and ample teitimony of King Herod your hus- 
and his lone , know , that in caſe he hazpen tobe put togeath, 
he hath commann1ed me 10 kill you, not being able to abicle iz 
the other World, vithout your company. At theſe words the 
poore Ladyes looked pale with horrour.Our alas,the fri- 
zique man ({ayd Alexandra in her hart ) What Yill he do 
linine, if after death he intend to deftroy thoſe that are yet a+ 
line ? 
In the meane tyme many bruits (the dreames of the 
credulous) were {pred through Hieruſalem , that Herod 
was dead , that Mar/e Arntory had cauſed him to be exe- 
cuted , he being conuitted of the murther of Ar:5t9- 
bulus ; Whether thele rumours were diuulged by He- 
rods enemyes , or whether himſelfe cauſed them to be 
buzzed ſecretly to trye the face and diſpoſition of the 
tymes . The wife Mariamme , ſhewed to belicue nothing ; 
Alexandra grew paſſionate, and baited likea hawke on 
the m— , Intreating T-{c;b with all poffible ſupplicart- 
ons he would remooue them trom the Court , and con- 
du& them to the Court of guard of the. Romane Legi- 
ons , diſpoſing them into the hands of Colonel 1n/iws, 
| from thence to paſſe to Mare Antory, for the vehement- 
ly defired , this Prince might ſec her daughter, perſua- 
ding herſelfe, that as ſoone as he ſhould behold her, he 
would be taken with her beauty , and do any thing in 
her fauour . 
Theſe intentions being oblique , were vnhappy in 
the ſucceſle, and all Alexandra's purſuites ſerued her for 
no 
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no other purpoſe, but to vent her paſſion. In theend 
Herod recurneth yictorious, with authentique teſtimo- 
nyes of his wuſtification , and Aztoxyes amity , notwith- 
ſtanding the endeauours of Cleopatra,God reſeruing this 

arricide for a life-like Caiz,attended with a death moſt 
dreadful. His Mother ,and Siſter fayled not preſently-y- 
pon his arriuall ro ſerue him vp a diſh of their own dreſ- 
fing, and to tell him the defligne which A/exandra had 
to put herſelfe into the power of the Romans. Salome 
enuyous ouer Mariampe euen to fury, ſteeping her ſer= 
pentine tongue in the gall of blacke ſlaunder , accuſed 
her of ſome lecret familiarityes with 7 cſeph , whereu- 
pon Herod who was extremely iealous, thoughtin that 
very inſtant to ruine her, & ſo drawing Mariamne alide, 
he demannded of her from whence this correſpondence 
grew, which ſhe had contracted with Toſeph? 

The moſt chaſt Queene, who neuer went out of the 
liſtes of patience, ſhewed herſelfe both[with eye, viſage, 
countenance & word to be ſo penetrated with this cur- 
ſ-d calumny , that well thetrayterous wretch percey» 
ued, how farre ſhe was alienated from ſuch thoughts; & 
verily being aſhamed to haue vttered ſuch words, he af- 
ked pardon of her , bemoaning with ſcalding teares 
his credulity , gtuing her many thankes for her fidelity , 
and making a thouſand proteſtanions of an cuerlaſting 
atfetion . TER | 

The good Lady, who was difpleaſed to behold ſuch 
Hypocriſy,ſaid covertly to him Thatit was truely an ar- 
gument of loue to his wife,todeſire her company 1n the 
other world. He who vnderſtood by halfe a word, pre- 
ſently perceyued what ſhe would ſay, and entred-into 
fuch deſperate fury , that he ſeemed as a mad man , tea- 


ring his beard, and hayse of his head; and crying out 
lo 
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Toſeph had betrayed him, and thatit was apparent he 
had great correſpondence with Mariamne , otherwiſe {0 
enormous brutiſhnefſe would neuer haue eſcaped any 
man, as to reugals (uch a ſecret. 


Thereupon he commaundeth 7oſeph ſhould be killed 


in the place, to ſeruc asa Victime at his returne, not 
conſenting to ſee him , nor heare one ſole word of his 
tuſtification . It was a great chaunce, he had not at that 
tyme finiſhed the ſacrihce of his intemperate cruelty ,8& 
that to ſatisfy his Chymericall humour, he had not put 
Mariamne to death . But the irrefragable proofes of her 
innocency ,and the impatient ardours of hisloue, with- 
held the ſtroke: only to make the ſparkles of his cho!!er 
to fly further off, hediſcharged it vypon Alexandra, ſnut- 
ting her vp for a tyme, keeping bh a part from the 
Queene her daughter, and doubtleſly reſolving with 
himſelfe, it was 1n her ſhop, where all theſe Councells 
plotted for his ruine, were forged , & fyled . 

Certaine tyme after, Herod law himſelfe embarqued 
in another buſyneſſe, which he thought to be (ar leaſt) 
as perilous , as the former. Marke Antony , who alwayes 
had lent his ſhoulder to vnderprop him, after he had 
for along tyme ſtrouen agaynſt the fortune of Auzgni!m 
Ceſar , fell to the ground 1n the Adzaque battell , endin 
'his hopes,and life with a moſt mournefull Cataſtrophe, 
This accident ftrooke the Tyrant,more then one would 
thinke, ſeing his ſupportruined , his affayres , which he 
ror to haue been ſo well eſtabliſhed , in one night 
diſſolued , and thathe had him for an enemy , who was 
- ina fayre way to become E mperour of the world. 

His friends ,and enemyes,iudged him as a loſt man; 
He whoalready had eſcaped ſo many ſhipwrackes, del- 
- payreth notatallin this extreinity , reſolueth'to ſecke 
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Ceſar , who was then at Rhodes , and proſtrate himſelfe 
at his feet. But before he ſet a ſtepp forward , he did an 
at wholy barbarous, and inhumane. Hircanm, the true 


.andlawfull King, who by his ſweetneſfle, and facility 


had fcit rayled*'_MHathpater”, and afterward ſaued Herods 
life ,ſeating him in the regall throne to the preiudice of 
his owne allyes, was ( as yet )aliue, worne euen wath 
decrepitneſſe , for he now was paſt 89. yeares of age. 

The tyrant fearing leaſt he being the only remaynder of 
the bloud rayall, ſhould agayne be reeſtablithed in the 

throne, by the ſupplyant requeſt of thepeople , who 

much affe&ed his innocency : ſeeing him already vpon 

the brinke of his graue, threw him headlong into it, 

tearing his ſoule out with brutyh violence, which he 

was ready toyield vp to nature. 

Some held this was meere cruelty , without any o- 
ther colour of Iuſtice, wherwith this diabolicall Prince, 
was wont to palliate his actions. Others write that Hir- 
canus dayes were ſhortned for this occation. Alexandra 
being not able to put off her ambition , but with her 
Skinne ,ſfeing Herod gone vpon a voyage, from which it 
was likely he ſhould neuer returne, foliicites her Father 
Hircanw , ſhewes him the tyme is come , wherein God 
will yet agayne make his venerable age flourith in Roy- 
all purple. The Tyrant 1s inuolued 1n ſnares, from which 
he can neuer free himſelfe.Fortune knocketh at the gate 
of Hircanus to reſtore the Diademe, which 1s due a 
by birth right , and taken away by Tyranny. lt only re- 
mayneth = he a little help himlelfe , and his good hap 


.will accompliſh the reſt. H/rcanw anſwereth her:Daugh- 


ter,the tyme «s come wherin I ſhould rather thinke of my grame, 
then Regall throne . You know my opinion of greatneſſe , Then 


Jwas, as then in an ace, and condition wherin rightfully I 
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mizht cheriſh it. 1 voluntarily hage forſaken it, eferring Yee 
poſe before all the crownes of the world . Now that I am inthe 
hauen, would you recall me into the forme ? my daughter leaue 
ſuch wordes , 1 haue ſcene too many miſeryes , ſpeake to me of 
my grant, not of ſcepiers - | - rl ; 
Alexaudra replyed , that although in his owne per- 
ſon he deſired no longer life,notwit ſtanding he ought 
not , nor is of that condition as to negle& his bloud , & 
leaue to do iuſtice: he ſhould do nothing , but write a 
word, or.two to Malichus the Lieutenant of Arabia,who 
would ayd him with money , and forces, as much, as 
ſhould be needfull. In concluſion he was bound to ſaue 
both his daughter , and grandchild, from the rauening 
teeth of this Tyger. Shedeafened his eares with fo ma- 
ny reaſons, that in theend he yielded, and treateth with 
Malichus, who ſhould fafe condua him with a good 
troupe of horſe. The letters are put into the hands of 
onecalled Do{itheus a Cofen of loſeph (whom Herod late- 
ly had cauſed to be maſſacred) to be with all ſafety deli- 
uered. But the perfidious wretch betraying the bloud 
of his all y, & the fortune of Hircanm, inſteed of carying 
the letter faythtully to Ma/jchws , delivered it into He- 
rods hands, who commandeth to require an anſwere, & 
bring it to him, thereby to diſcouer the practiſe thereof, 
and.vnderſtand the Arabians purpoſe. 
He faileth not to promiſe Hircanw all afliſtance, inui- 
ting him with much earneſtnes, to be with him as ſoone 
as poilible. Herod hauing cotriued the whole plot, ſends 


for Hircanm , and askes , if he receyued not ſome letters |; 
from Malichus? Yes , anſwered he : but they contayne |þ 
nothing, but complement. The other demaunded, had | 


you not ſome prefent with thoſe letters? He confeſſeth 
that verily Malzchws had preſented him with foure horſes 
: ro 
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to..draw his; Coack :- Thereupon without any other 
forme. of, proceſle, the Tysant-madse this venerable qld 
mano be:owurthered, embrewing the. hoary hayres. of 
hits in blaud;: who bad been a-foſterer, a Father , a Pro- 
tetour-of him ,' yearall . Then:after he had empriſo- 
ned Alexandre, and Mariamse, 1n afſtr ong fort, vna- 
der the cuſtpdy of Toſeph:his Treaſurer. , and Sohems 
the [ureap , be goeth direaly to Rhoaes , leauing the 
abſolute charge of his Kingdome to his brother Phe- 
FYOY Ab » 3 £61 
 __TheHiſtory telleth not the ſorrow of the Queene,, 

.and her Mother for the death of Hircanws . Itis probable 

all was a long tymeconcealed, as from ſuch , who were 

held in a ſtrayre priſon, and had conuerſation with no 

man. Alexandra gnawed her bridle of impatience. cH4- 

7jamne reſiſted the dull languiſhments of this eapriuity 

with a generous conſtancy , & endeauoured to {weeren 

the diſcontents of her Mother; All her-comfort was in 

God, for how could ſhe ſpeake, or thinke of any thing » 
els . My God , ſayd ſhe, you ſeep. for me all creatures 1n,s 
wormewood . If I-heerefore haue loued them , and if I » 
haue ſucked ſome ſweetneſſe from the world , for an » 
ounce of hony , you haue giuen me a pound of gall.» 
From the tyme I beganne to bearea, Diademe on my .» 
head, I haue felt nothing , but thornes,, .and Royalty .» 
hath beene nothing to me, but a ſpecious flauery.' My » 
God, how long ſhall it continue ? ſhall we not behold » 
that bright day to ſhine ouer our heads , which is perpe- » 
tually in his Eaſternerifing, that may dry. vp our teares, » 


and breaking the bands of our captiuity,place vs in'A- » 


brahams boſome, the liberty ofthe ele&t. » 
Theſe poore Ladyes ſtayed there, perpetually pent » 
Yp betweene horrid walles » AifGoyering nothing , byt » 
| = - rockes, » 
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rocks, & ſauage wilderneſſes, that at their ſorow ſe:med 
to reſound with compallion.. They knew notin whaex 
Rate the world was, muchlefſe the-aftayres of Court: at 
euery ſeaſon that the Gaoler came to viſit them, they 
expected nothing, but newes of their death. The gardin 
the beginning ſhewed chemſelues ſenere in theyr coun- 
tenances, and reſcrugd in th:yr words , all- was. ful] of 
horrour, affr1ghrment, and mclancholy filence. 

In thzend { for there 1s no [rop but will beſoſtned in 
the fier ) Sohemus vriiting them more oft, according to 
his commiſtis which he had, felc _ arrowes fly from 

'theeyes of 'Aſariamme,lo ſharpe, that they transfixed 
his hart with compaſſion , 1dging 1t a hard thing, to 
hold a Q17ene1n captwuity, who was able to enthrall all 
harts, with ſo many ſupereminent excellencyes, as hea- 
ven had cofcrred vpon her.,He began to ſhew hera plea- 
ſing countenance , and Mariamme ſeing him one day in 
a good humor, tooke confidence, therby to know ſome 
newes of the other world. Soh:mws ( [ard this Lady to 

« him ) you now behold vs1n a. moſt wofull Rate, and 
« much vnworthy ourqualityes : but the day ( perhaps) 
« will come, the ſtorme may blow away. Miſchierte, and 
« miſery knock notallwayes at one, and the ſame gate, 
« You know, who Iam, and that in obl1ging me, you en- 
'« gage notan ynable creature, much lelie an vngratefull, 
« Tellvs ina word to what end,doth King ſrrod hold vs 
« heere, and of what condition are the atfayres of the 
« tymes ? 
Sohem'ss at thel2 wordes fz!t his hart aTaulted with 
- moſt violent coiinterbuts:on the one tide hs repreſented 
to lymſeife cheauzngement of H-orod, Freſhly exempli- 
fed in loſoph : on the ocher ide. he was ſo touched with 
compallion of thoſe wordes, this nobje Lady ſpake to 
4 4 . him, 
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him, that the 1ce of his hart diflolued, and began allrea- 
dy toeuaporate through his eyes. Mariamne goding him- 
wauering: Speake boldly ( Sohemas ) itis a word, which ® 
can no whit premudice you, being ſtored yp in deepe'® 
filence,and which may much aduantage vs,for the ſecu-® 
rity of our affayres . i. 

Sohemus ſuppoling, either that Herod neuer would 
returne againe In the quality of a King , or that he be- 
ing vnder the prote@ion of Mariamne, might ealily 
worke his "reconciliation, openeth his hart vnto her, & 
ſayth : ( Madame) T put my ſecrets, andlife into your 
hands,yea Idefirerody betore Teuer vndertake to exe- 
cute the barbarous command, which Herod hath impo- ® 
ſed vpon me,in caſe, the atfayres he negociateth at this » 
time with Czſir,ſucceed not according to his with. And » 
what1s it (ſayth Mariamneto him ? ) Madame, I tremble 
only to thinke of1t, itis a matter , which concerneth 
your life . My friend ( replieth the good Queene )it1s 
his ordinary guize,heenioined his vncle loſeph,as much 
vpon his firit voyage : butis there no meanes to deliver 
vs from this?Sohexus an{wereth,that Pheroras brother of 
Herod, had charge of the Kingdome , and as a man ex= 
treemely diſtruſtfull euer had his eye vpon ſodayneſur- 
prifals Well then/ faid this poore Princefſe ) we muſt 
dye: on what tide ſoouer ] turae me, I behold nothing 
but the image of death, with which [allready am grow- 
ne acquainte 1. Sohemus comforted her with his beſt en- 
denour. But the then ſhutting vp her eares from all ear- 
thiy comfort, opened her hart to celeſtiall contempla- 
tions,daily more and more purifying her ſoule , hack n 
the water of teares,and 1n the boyling furnace of affli- 
&10ns . 

O, theprouidence of God ! that 1s true which the 
Hhh 3 Scrip- 
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criptureſayth: Your wayes arenow in : Abyſſe , and 


your pathes on the waters. Who could diſcouer ſuch 
tracks, whilſt this moſt chaſt and innogent geene, 
amidſt the darke obſcurity of a priſon, daily drowneth 
. one part of her life in teares? Herod who was now em- 
barqued, all bloudy with maſſacre , committed on the 
_ of Hircanus, found the ſea, windes, men, and all 
pr. affayres ſuccesfull. | 
This Proteus, who made his ſpirit comply with all ac- 
cidents, ſeeing he could not conceale the ſerwice, which 
he had done for Warke Antony , euer playing the dog, 
ſleeping vnder the feete of his fortune , reſolued to co- 
lour,and tocloke them with the mantle of Vertue. He 
knew cAuzuitu wasa Prince borne to goodneile, ge- 
nerous, tuſt, and that he endeauored to make faythtull 
ſeruants, in this change of affayres, which he began to 
vndertake:hedeceyues him vnder the ſhadow of vertue, 
the colour of conſtancy,and pretext of fidelity. Behold 
he preſenteth himſelfe ro the Emperour, & ſpeaketh in 
theſe termes . 

O great AVGVSTVS,, Behold heere my perſon , 
and crowne at your fecte,it is good reaſon,that all deperd vpon 
your Greatneſſe,ſince God is pleaſed to put the Empyre of this 
Vniuerſe into your hands. For my one part , I cannot deny, 
What I hane beene ,no more then Ivill diſſemble, what 1 ouzht 
to be,and what I vill be.I hanc hitherto beene a great friend 
of Marke Antnoy: it is true, & had he belienedme,as hchath 
done Cleopatra his Miitreſſe,you ( Caſar ) had felt how far 
] was your enemy,and he hop much I was his fric ad. But this 
miſerable Prince coſencd by this creature, tooke money of me, 
& counſel! of her to deftroy, in ſo doing, his fortune, and rayſe 
yours, vpon his owne ruines. I haue fo.lgvcd him cuen to the 
brinke of the graue, and uot fallen therein, ſince my death could 
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nothing aduaunce his ſeruice. He is in that ſlate and condition, 
that 1 a1 able to render him _— bat tcares. To you (O C2- 
ſar ) are dew the ſeruices, which I tender 'with much hartines, 
if you fhall pleaſe to accept them , on this condition, that you 
enforce me not , neyther to heare , nor ſpeake enill of my old 
HM aifttr, whom being able no longer to fo I ought notwith- 


C 


Handine after death to lone . : | 
cAuzuſtzs,tooke _ in this liberty, & thought 
this man was made of the wood , whereof good ſerui- 
tors are compoſed, not ſeeing the ſubtility of the Fox, 
who meaſured all according to his owne intereſts. He 
then taketh the Crowne, which Herod had layd at his 
feet, and ſerit on his head, faying: I deſyre you may line 
peaceable in your territory, only be faythfull to me, as 
you haue beene to Marke Antony. Herod after this fo fa- 
uourably acceſſe, ceaſed not ro put himſelfe forward in- 
to the grace of Auzuitm, by ſeeking out all occaſions to 
procure it, and namely in the voyage. the Emperour 
made into Egypt,wherein he PR_—_ attended him, 
and did him many excellent offices. This bulineſfe ſo 
ſuccesfully diſpatched, he triumphantly returnethinto 
the Citty of 1eruſalem, to the amazement of the whole 
world. 
Heere it 1s, that the vertuous (Mariamne endeth her 
Carriere , to ſerue as a Sacrifce in the lamentable tri- 
umphes of her husband. Let vs behold how this bright 
flame 15 extinguiſhed , we ſhall from thence expe& no 
ill odour, the good vapours of her life will wayte ypon 
hereuen todeath. As ſoone as Herod was arriued in his 
capitall Citty , he haſteneth to ſalute the -Queene his 
wife, whome he already cauſed to beſet at liberty being 
ſecure of his affayres, and firſt brought her the newes of 
his happy fſucceſſe in his voyage ..He was fo puffed » 
| ; W1 
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with his Tt , that he could oa. him- 
1 


ſelfe ; belides the loue of ſo amiable an obif@, which he 
then beheld in his preſence,after ſo.mafiFVaungers, did 
"fo ynlogſen his tongue, in exceſle of boaſtes, and ſuper- 
fluity of wordes, thinking he made himſeltfe very accep- 
table with ſuch impertinencyes. Mariamne much perple- 
xed to heare him,and being free, and generous 1n all her 
ations, ſhe ſhewed to take not much pleaſure 1n theſe 
his vaunteryes,which paſſion likewiſe made ſomewhat 
childiſh. | 
* He thinking at the firſt thiswas nothing, but a trifling 
humor of melacholy, which quickly would vaniſh into 
ſmoke, flattered her the more with wordes, playing the 
wanton beyond his cuſtome. Vpon theſe dalliances the 
poore Lady fighed often, remembring herſelfe of the le- 
cret commaundement very lately giuen to Sohemws, He 
well ſaw by this her countenance, ſhe was not content, 
and beginneth to enter into ſuſpition, leaſt Sohemns had 
not vſcd the like intemperance of tongue, as Toſh He 
at that time knew not what faceto ſet vpon it, fo much 
was he turmoyled: louc,anger,icalouſy, ſuſpition,drew 
him with fower horſes. He could not be angry , as he 
would , nor knew how to loue what he affected , This 
rowd ſpirit, who vnacquainted to bow vnder any one, 
wp to Sm him , was aſhamed to behold himſelfe 
dilarmed, & to become a counterfait in amorous court- 
ſhips, not ſo vſuall to his nature. Then ſceing this mum- 
mery. ſucceeded not, he was the more afthi&ed , and 
thought it was time to brandiſh his ſword, hut loue was 
of more force then anger, and withh.ld the ſtroke. 

He retyred, ſhaking his h-ad,'and muttering,I know 
not what betweene his teeth ;as curſing Loue, which 
made him mercifull, in deſpite of his owne diſpoſition. 
| Qut 
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Our alas! Can one fynd out a more ſpitefull hatred , 
then in women, agaynſit women , 'when iealouſy hath 
layd hold of their brayne? Cypre, an Arabian by a- 
tion , Mother. of Hcrod , and Salome his tiſter , fecin 
him ſo paſſionate,ceafed not to blow the cole with theur 
tongues, & enkindle him with many calumnyes, which 
the Tyrar partly behewd, yet could not refolue ſodainly 
to giue the blow.He was long tyme debating with him- 
ſelte, without any power to conclude any thing. In 
theendan ynhappy day cometh in which about noone 
being retired into his chamber,he ſendeth for Mariamme, 
whoinſtantly came thither : but conwgall rights being 
required of her, ſhe ſtucke in the refuſal, ſaying the law 
of nature forbad her to company with a man , who had 
murthered her Father, and Brother, ſpeaking of her Fa- 
ther Alexander , who by the purſuite of Herod had been 
oppreſſed by the Romanes, and of her brother Ari;tobu- 
lus fo cruelly ſmothered . 

Hzere 1cſephus the Hiſtorian , after he had highly 
prayſed Mariamne, as a moſt chaſt Queene, and truely 
endewed with an inujolable Fayth ( for ſuch are his 
words) raxeth her with a little diſdayne, which was 1n 
this (as he ſayd) engraftedn her nature, for thac ſhe re- 
1e:ted the da'liances of her hus band. But he that wall 
Well colider, how Herod had vied her neereſt of kinne, 
moſt vnworthily maſſacring them , and how holding 
the Scepter from her houſe, he entertayned her not in 
the quality of a Queene,nor a wife, but of a poore {acri- 
hce, which he cauſed tobe ſhut vp, commaunding to 
murther her, as often as he fell intoany daunger of his. 
own life, for feare ſome other ſhould enioy her after his 
death; he ſhall ind the Lady had moſt iuſt cauſe to make 
him this anſwere , Herod notwithſtanding, who would 
I 11 not 
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not affoard ſuch liberty , was ſo mooucd with. theſe 
words ,as1it was a great chauce he had not layd violent 
hands vpon her , ſhewing by his eys ſparkling with an- 
ger , his ſhrill voyce, and hands lifted vp, he would 
proceed to force. And as he ſtamped, yp and downe, 
tranſported with rage, acting his anger like a fencer 
without Marjamnrs reply to any one word , the perfidi. 
ous Salome , thought 11 was now high tyme to ſtrike 
her ſtroke. 

She ſent a truſty ſeruant whome ſhea long time had 
ſuborned,to cauſe him to depole a calumny, as wicked, 
as ridiculous. To wit, that Mariamnre hauing purpole to 
giue Herod a Loue-drinke, had addreſſed hertelte to him, 
who was cupbearer to the King , to corrupt him with 
many prom:(es, to which he neuer had giuen eare. For 
the reſt, he had ſuch inſtruction giuen, that if perhaps 
Herod ſhould aske what this potion was, he ſhould anſ- 
were without furcher difficulty, it was the Queenes in- 
uention , & that heerin ſhe only required the feruice of 
his hand. 

This wicked fellow entred into the chamber in 
cold bloud, & very ({eriouſly maketh oath heerof: wher- 
upon Herod who was already enkindled , becomming 
moreenflamed then euer , thought within himſelfe , he 
muſt no longer wonder from whence theſe his impatr* 
enc2s in loue procceded. Ar that tnftant he cauſed an 
Eunuch to be layd hold on , one of the molt tru ſty fer- 
uants of the Queene, ſuppoſing nothing was done with- 
out his knowie.1ge : he putteth him to the torture, and 
canſed him ro be moſt cruelly rormented , of purpoſe, 
that Iis body very fe:bie, not being able to endure the 
violence of tortur:s , and on the other fide hauins no- 
thing to ſay agaynſt his gool Lady, in whole conuerla- 
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tion he had neuer perceyued any thing but honour, and 
yertue, ſhould for a long time remayne in very great 
perplexityes. In theend he let a word fall, faying,he had 
ſeene Sohemus talke a long while 1n ſecret with Queene 
HMariamne , as framing tomerelation to him , and that 
after this very tyme, he well perceyued ſhe was trou- 
bled. 

Herod had no ſooner heard this word, Iris inough 
ſfayd he, take him from the torture, and l:t"Sohemw be 
called . Sohemus knew nothing what had paſſed , and hi- 
uedn gfeat contentment, hauing very lately,obtayned 
a good gouernement, by the Queenes recommendatt- 
ons: he was wholy amazed , they layd hold vpon him, 
and would enforce him to confeſle the diſcourſe, which 
he had with Hariampe during this ſpecious priſon: But 
he perſiſting indenyallis maſlacred1n the nf os . Herod 
retyred into his Cabbinet, drinking in deep draughts 
the gall, and poyſon of his deadly choller, and contri- 
uing 1n his hart, the fury, which ſhortly he was co ſhew 
in publike: For without giuing any truce to his ſpirit , 
he aſſembled his priuy Councell , and (endeth for the | 
Queene, who expected nothing lefle, then ſuch pro- 
ceeding , 

This Monſter , who alwayes endeauoured to giue 
colour of Iuſtice to his moſt exorbitant ations , be- 
ginneth a long ſpeach, which he had prepared at his beſt 
leaſure; and as euery one was in horrour, and filence 
not knowing what would be the Cataſtrophe of the 
Tragedy , except the couragious «Mariamne , who was 
armed with an inuincible conſtancy agaynſt all exi- 
gents, he ſpeaketh vnto them 1n ſuch. like wordes. 

S1rs , It ſeemeth God vill counterpeyſe the proſperityes of 
wy Hate , by the misfortunes of my houſe . 1 haue found ſafety 
Iii 2 in 


436 The Holy Court. [| Lib. 4. 
in windes, and tempeſts , in ſs many paynefull voyages, as I 
haue vadertaken, ſo many thorny affayres,vhich I haue ended, 
ro find a Horme in my one pallace . Y ou are n0t ignorant, hay 
I hawe cheriſhed the whole family of Hircanus within my bo- 
ſome , in a lamentuble tyme , When it vas ia decay, and con- 
fuſion : for recompence wherof, as if I had hatched the eggs of 
4 ſerpent ,I hane got nothing, bat h;ſſes and poyſon. God knuv- 
eth how often 1 haue diſſembled , and how often I haue cured 
myſc.fe by patience . Notwithitanding I cannot ſo harden my 
bart , but that it may be ſofined , and ener become penetrable 
to a new Wound. Behold the ® veene my wife , Who following 
the Rrpps of her Mother , is al\yayes ready to diſquiet my 
repoſe . As ſoone as I Was returned from the voyage ſo full of 
daunzer , as you knoV ,I brouzht her neves of the happy ſuc- 
ceſſe of my aſſayres : ſhe ſheving the little account ſhe made both 
of my 5tate , and perſon , at that tyme heard me With ſo great 
diſdayce that what endeauonr of courteſy ſoeuer I vſed, neuer 
could I extort from her pride one good word . And afterard 
not contenting her ſelfe therewith , ſhe proceeded to very blou- 
dy iniuryes , Which 1 lowe better to conceale , for the honour of 
your eares, and come to deeds . Behold one of my faythfull ſer- 
uants, Who teſtifyeth, (he would hauc ſuvorned him , to giue me 
a Loue-potion, to wit , 2 poyſon, of purpoſe to turne my brayne, 
or take avay the life , Yhich God reſerneth for me to acknoVv- 
ledge the many good ofji-es , Which you all in gcarrall , > exch 
one in particular haue affoarded me. Thus you ſee hov 1 am re- 
turned , my head crovned vith [i\prel! , honoured , and courted 
by the prime men of the world , to ſeruc as a ſport for the ma- 
lice, and a marke for the treachery of a Yoman , whome I can- 
- a0t reclayme by the force of lour, nor ben: fits , no more then if 
{he were a Lyoneſſe . Conſider What you ouzht 10 do , 1 deliner 
her into the hands of your inſtice, not willing to dired my ſeife 
. beerin vy my ogne aduiſe , to the end Poiterity may knoy , that 
my 
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my proper intereits , are ener ſeated beneath the truth. 

Herad ſpeaking theſe words, would ſceme leſſe paſ- 

fonate, putting all tortures vpon his naturall diſpoſi= 
tion , plyable inough: But he notwithſtanding ſo ve- 
hemently fretted , that all the Councell knew well he 
was in heate of choller, and that his purpoſe was no 0- 
thzr, but to ruine the poore Queene. She is ſummoned 
to an{wete at thatinitant, without an Aduocate. The 
glorious Am1z0n,Grandchild of the Machabees, & In- 
heritrix of their Patience , being preſented before this 
wicked tribunall, 28. yeares before the comming of the 
Sonne of God, did then , what he afterward taught vs, 
moſt remarkeably by his example. 

Neuer from her mouth was heard one fillable of im- 
pati-nce, neuer did ſhe vie one:fole word of recrimina- 
tion, and being able to declare co the Councell a thou- 
{and,and a thouſand outrages, receyued in herſelf, and 
the perſons of her neareſt allyes, the ſwalloweth all 
theſe bitterneltes, with a Patience more then humane: 
Only, fayth ſhe, that as concerning the eſſential article 
of this accuſation,to wit, the Loue-potion , which was 
obieted againſt her, was a thing 1n the 1udgment of all 
thoſe, who would truely weigh it, very far from her 
thoughc:fince the had allwayes much more feared King 
Herodsloue, then hatred. Laſtly that the made no recko- 
ning of lifz, wherein jhe had ſured too much ſorrow, 
yea much lefle of the Court, from whence ſhe neuer re- 
ceyued any contentment; and that if they would op- 
preſſe hzr by falſ2 teſtimonyes, it was eaſy to gayne v1- 
&ory pf one, who made no refijtance; moreealy to take 
the Diademe from her head;, and her head from her 
ſhoulders: but moſt hardto bereaue her of the reputa- 

tton-of a Pcincefle of honour, which ſhe had of her aun- 
| z20 2 «. . .ceſtors, 


66 4.2. alia 


4483 The Holy Court. © [tb. 4, 
ceſtors,and would carry to her tombe. 

The poore Creature, was like a filly ſheepe in the 
Lyonsthrote,oramsg the = of many wolues. They 
proceeded to fentence , all rended to baſeneſſe. It was 
{uppoſed,the King was willing to be rid of her,and that 
ſuthc2d. Neuer was any one to be found ,' who had the 
courage toplead the cauſe of this innocent Queene, or 
in any ſort to mollify the paſſion of Herod. All thoſe 
conſ{ciences were oppreſſed either with crimes , or co- 
wardice,from whence it came to paſſe, theſe falſe Iud- 
ges,did more for the Tyraxr,then hedeſyred; for they all 
reſolued vpon death. He himſelfe was ſurpriſed with 
hocror, though he were wholy a bloudy man, and com- 
maundeth the ſhould be kept in a priſon of the Pallace, 
with delay of execution, thinking ( perhaps ) by that 
meanes to make her more plyant to his paſſion. 

But theenraged $./ome who had rayſed this ſtorme, 
not willing to doa bulineſſe to halfes, approched to the 
King her brother, and ſhewed him, fuch-birds were not 
to be kept in cages ; that his'life , and Crowne therby 
ranne into hazard ; that allready all tended to a reuolt; 
and that if hedelayed this executis, he haſtned the ruine 
of himſelfe, and his whole ſtate. Whereupon Herod let 
fall this word; Let her be taken away : And behold in- 
ſtantly an ofacer diſpatched to the good Queene, who 
brought her the newes of th2 laſt hower of hr life, falu- 
ting - with a low reuerence, and laying : Madame ,the 
King commandeth you mult preſently dye. She with- 
out any diſturbance: Let vs then go ( my frend )it can- 
not be{oſoone for King Hero!,butit will be as late for 
me : and ſpeaking this word, ſheſet forward, and went 
direAly to theplace of execution, withour chaunge of 


Colour, having aſweet aſpect, which drew teares from 
the whole world. To 
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To crowne her Patience, as ſhe was ready to rea- 
dy to receyue the ſtroke of death, Alexandra her owne 
Mother, the companion of her impriſonment, the guar- 
dian of her thoughts , who had euer beene one hart 
with her, betraying Bloud, Nature, and all Piety , by a 
miſch:euous trick of State , therby auoyding the ſuſpi- 
tion of Herod, as conſenting to her daughters humor, 
cameto charge her with moſt bloudy miuryes; and it 
. was a great Chaunce, ſhe had not taken this poore Lady 
by the hayre, to dreg her vp, and downe the pauement: 
Saying to her with the foame of boyling choller, that ſhe 
was wicked, and extremely proud , and well deſerued 
todyein that manner,by ſhewing her ſelfe refractary to 
ſo good a Husband. 

Behold verily the greateſt Indignity, which could 
happen in ſuch an accident, There 1s no better hony , 
nora worſe ſting, then that of bees, no berter amityes, 
nor greater iniuryes , then of allyes. The patient Aa- 
riamae , only made her this anſwere: Mother, Let my 
ſoule paſſe in peace, which already is vpon my lips,and 
trouble not the repoſe of my death: and with a gene- 
rous ſilence, ſhutting her mouth vp to further replyes, & 
opening her hart to God,the only witneſſe of her 1nno- 
cency moſt ynworthily vſed, ſtretched out her necke to 
the executioner,toſeale with her bloud the laſt teſtimo=- 
nyes of his Patience. 

loſephus , ſpeaketh not expreſly inough of the pu- 
niſhment, ſhe doubleſle being executed in the manner 
at that time ordinary, which was to behead offenders of 
that qualicy . This bright morning ſtarre , which bare 
ſtill in the rayes thereof, 10y, and refreſhment to the 
poore afflicted ſoules, through the horrible confuſions 
of Tycanny,was then extinct in her bloud. Yea the eyes, 
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of all the ſtanders by bathed in teares, beheld her, in her 
Eclyplſe, when that forchead ful of Royall maicſty was 
ſecne couragioully tt affront appoaching death, which 
maketh the moſt confident to tremble, and that this A- 
labaſter necke was ſtretched out, and bowed vnder the 
ſhining ſteele , to beſeparared from this beautzous bo- 
dy , athiuering horrour crept into the bones of all the 
beholders, and there was norock ſo hard, which affoar-. 
ded not the water of teares , before ſhe powred out her 
bloud. The head was ſeparated from the body, and the 
body from the ſoule: bur the ſoule neuer ſhall be diuided 
from God,rayſing to death ſuch a Trophey of patience. 
Thelimbes lay all cold, and ſtiffe extended on the place, 
and the voyce of innocent bloud , which alrcady pene- 
trated the cloudes, toaske vengeance of God , was 1n- 
Kantly heard. 

The diſloyall husband, who ſo inhamanely had trea- 
teda Lady worthy of all Honour , as ſoone as ſhe ren- 
dred vp her ſoule , as if he had bzene ſtrooken by ſome 
inuincible dart, cryed out with griefe, and {fayd, he had 
done anatt worthy the wrath of God ; then dreadfully 
howling , heccaſ-icfly inuoked che memory, and name 
of the poore dead creature, to whome he by his forowes 
could not agayne reſtare, what had beene taken from 
her,by the {word of the Executioner. Wherefocuer he 
went, he ſtill was accompanyed with the Image of his 
crime, ſtill tormented, and alſayied with blacke furyes, 
moniters, and fauage brutiſhne!le. 

He tryed all fortes of f. ſtwail entertainments, dan- 
cings, & delights to divert this 1ll, but it ceafelefly aug- 

' mented : infuch ſort that he was enforced to abandon 
all the affayres of his kingdome , though he had eucr 
beene very cager,and ardent in this employment, he be- 
came 
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came in the beginning thereof doltiſh , and dull , not 
knowing what he did: For often in the time of dinner, 
he ſpake to his ſeruants, and com maunded them to call 
the Qu2zne, as if ſhe had beene yer luing ,-they ſhpped 
alide withou: making anſwere,and the whole court was 
drenched in terror,and filence.In the end not being able 
any longer toendure the walles of his pallace, as if they 
had vpbrayded him with his cruelty, he ranne into the 
forreſts like a mad man, where he got a ſtraunge mala- 
dy of the mind, and fo horrible frenzy,that the Phifi- 
11445 were to ſeeke, ſaying freely, it was a blow from 
h2auen. 

God , who yet reſerued him for greater calamityes, 
would net atthar time take away his lie. The wicked 
Mother A/ex14{-a, who lo outragiouily had complay- 
nzd of her daughter ypon the lcaiiold , 1nitantly dyed, 
taſting the butter rieſle of death , and lookig her glory. 
Laſt of all followetha plague; which rouke away euen 
many of Hezods Counteilours, & aii that was nothing, 
but che ſcourge of heauen , in auengement of this death 
ſo deplorabie, and ncuer ſutficieurt.y iame:r-ted. | 

Mariamne of her chaſt weadlocke,, left two Sonnes 
to Horod,, Aexmher, and Ariitovruſus, who were ve- 
ry young , able to ſuiFer much in tyme to come, but , as 
th2n incapable of feeling their owne miſeryes . Herod to 
take from them che ſ.nſe of this ccucll tragedy, and tO 
rayſe them likewile by the degrecs of good education to 
_— of his Scepter, happily putts th-m aſide , and 
{ends them to Rome, to be bied in the Covre of Auru- 
itus Caſs ;held ar thar tymethe Academy of Kings X & 
= {choole of the world . Some yeares being paſſed, 

e had a delice ro make a Voyage into Italy, to ſalute 
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Ceſar, and by that opportunity ſee his children, whome 
hefound excellently well trayned , & fo accompliſhed, 
that he purpoſed with the good leaue of C far , to carry 
them backe into 1udea, which he did. 

Theſe young Princes returning into Teruſalem with 
Herod , rautſhed all the people with admiration. They 
were of a gallant prelence, ſtrayghrt, ace, quicke-fpt- 
rited, couragious 1n the exerciſe of armes, well ſpoken, 
affable, as louely , as the perlon of the Father was od1- 
ous . Men looked on th<m , as one would vpon the two 
ſtarres of C:5tor , & Pollux aiter a ſtorme ; = repleni- 
ſhed all with alacrity , and ſeemed already to winne all 
harts, to approue their tytles to the crowne. Thole not- 
withſtanding, who retayned the memory of the yiags 
of poore: Mariamne their Mother , could not abſtayne 
from tecares . 

Pheroras brother of Herod , & Salome his Siſter , who 
both had dipped their fingers 1n the bloud of the inno- 
cct Queene,entred into aflirightments, & apprebenhions 
vnſ{peakable, ſeing the bloud, they had ſhed, ſhould one 
day {way ouer their heads : whertore they began filent- 
ly to calumniate them , & cauſed by truſty inſtruments 
many bruits to palle into the cares of Herod , which 1n- 
timated, that the Princes his Sonnes, in conſideration of 
their Mothers wrong, had a great averſion from the Fa- 
ther, & that they neuer ferioufly would affet him. 

Herod, who (as yet) was 1n the heate of his affei- 
on , & neuer could be fatistyed with beholding then , 
gaue no credit to this calumny . But rather ſceing them 
now vpon the confines of maturity , ſought to match 
them highly , plotting for Alexander the daughter of 
Archelaus King of Cappadecia,, named Glaphyra , which 
was allented vnto: and for Ariſkobulus, he cauſed him to 
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marry the daughter of Salome his Conſen - german, ſo 
playſtering ouer the domeſtique emnityes, which euer 
after found many factions . Alexander & Aritobulus co- 
uerſed togeather with great freedome, & vttered what- 
ſocuer they had vpon their harts, ſpeaking of thedeath 
of their Mother , in ſuch manner , that they ſhewed a 
oreat reſſentment thereof. Pheroras , & Salome, clole- 
biting, & watchfull, ceaſed not to prouoke them to 
ſpeach , and whatſoeuer they ſayd , eyther through 
vanity , or fle:1ght diſpoſition to anger , or in the liberty 
of ſecrecy, was inſtantly by a third perſon related to the 
eares of Herod. 

The ſubtile Sa/ome holding ſtill a power vpon her . 
marryed daughter , who was a ſimple creature, put her 
vpon the racke to tell her all that her husband , & he: 
brother-in-law had ſpoken in the priuacy of their mu- 
tuall conuerſation. She then recounted the words, theſe 
poore Princes had through ſimplicity, & brauery ſpoke, 
to wit, that Ar:obulus vaunted himfſelte, the Kingdome 
beionged to the children of Mariamne, as to oa of 
the true Queene z as for Herods other Sonnes, who were 
ſpread abroad in very great number { for he had nine or 
ten wiues ) that he might make Regiſters of them 1n 
lome petty townes,& that they thould do well to learne 
to write, and read. She added, that Alrxaxdey ſayd 1n 
boaſting , he was a better man then his Father, not- 
withſtanding that conuerſing with him, and feeing 
him ofa iealous humour , he reſtrayned himſelfe , as 
ina ſcabbard, and durſt not diſcouer himſelfe for feare 
he ſhould giue him ſome ſuſpition of his power. That 
hunting,or walking with Hcrod he did {as 1t were) bow 
and contract bim(A6: togeather , that he might not ap- 
peare taller then his Father : that if he were to ſhoot 
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ina bow, hepurpoſely made himſelfe.ynskilfull, there- 


by to take all occaſion ofenuy from him. It was a no- 
table a&t of wiſdome to do it , but a great folly of yourh 
to breath out many wordes, as innocently ſpoken , as 
treacherouſly interpreted: and aboue all an infinite fim- 
plicity to commit their ſecrets to a woman , who: hart 
1s as fit to kezp , what it ought to co:nceale, as a fiue to 
hold water , 

When Pheroras, and $:/-97e hid a Jong time fill:d 
the earcs of Herod, with chef. triſtiing reports, ſceing 
the ſuſpition hezan to take footing 11 his mind, & that 
the affeti9n of «x Fathzr covled towards his children, 
they ſtrooke the 1[r9y, whiic 1t was hot, and withed him 
ſerrouſly to take hed of his ſonn«s for they wrore dan- 
gerouſly,and boldly ſayd, tharall thoſe, who were em- 
brew:d in theyr Mothers bloud, ſhould not cary the Pil- 
niſkment into the other world : For (verily ) as they 
were vexed vpon theremembrance of the dead, ſuch 
like wordes had eſcaped them « 

Herod was much amazed at this liberty, & thought 
h2- muſt reprefle thzyr boldneſſe by ſome counterpoyle: 
what doth he ? To humble the hartes of theſe Princes, h: 
ſeleteth among his children, one cail2d Antipater his 
ſonne by Doris, nothing noble, and who had ſhamefuily 
beene hunted our of the Court, he putteth this his ſonne 
n the turning of a nand vpo the top of the wheele, not 
that he had a purpoſe to rayſe him, but to vie him to 
counterballance the children of - M.rjmmm_, reputing 
him in in{t-ument proper for this end. For certainly 
this Artiratcy was a darkefpirit,c'ol2,and miſchieuous, 
much of his Father HeroZs diſpofition , as it was pre- 


fently ro be ſeene: when he was aduanced , he reſolued 


ful'y not to defcend, but with loſſe of lifg,, and to hold 
thar 
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that Kingdome as well as others, by ſome notable trick. 
Behald why he played the Proteus , and chaunged 
himſclfe into all formes to gayne credit with Herod, who 
then began to like him very well; and he the more to 
fortify himiſelfz, ſpared not vnder hand to aggravate 
the calumny againtt the clyIdren of M1riamne_—,and af- 
zr he hai throwne the ſtone, withirew his arme fo 
cunningly, that 1t ſcemed he had not touched it; for he 
allwayes was conuerlant with A'exander, & Ariftobulus 
with much reſp:&, as with his Muſters ; yea when he 
made falſe tales to tikcle the eares of his Father , then 
faigned he by a counterfait modeſty to take theyr cauſe 
12 hand, and defended them ſo diſcreetly for his owne 
aduantage, that thereby he caſt {them further into ſuſ- 
pition. King Herod indged, that to countenance him, it 
were to good purpoſe ro ſen] him to Rowe, which he 
d:d, allotting hym a flouriſhing retinue , and an infinite 


number of recommendafions. 


There it was , that he much embroyled buſineſſes , 
writing to his Father, that he-had dilcouered at Reme 
ſtrange plorrs, that he ſhould take heed of his brothers 
A'cxanderand Ariitobulzz,that they had practiſed all dif- 
politions in euery place, that their purpoſe ha no other 
ayme;but to thorren his dayes & di{poſiefte him of Em- 
pyie. This had ſo much the more colour, for that th. ſe 
miſerable Princes galled with their repuice, could not 
diſiemble the diſcontent , they ener caſting forth ſome 
wordes , which gathered by the ſpyes of P/croras & $4- 
{ome , never fellrothe ground . Herod t1ghed to fee, that 
he hauing pacifyed all abroad, the hire thould kindle 1n 
his owne houſe, and thereupon had ſome dehire toarreſt 
his Sonnes, but he would attempt nothing ypon their 
perſons, wi thoutCeſars commaund areterrin galtohim, 
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both for his ordinary complacence, & ſafegard of his 
owne affayres . 

Afcer he had reuolued this affayre with a thouſand 
anxieryes in his hart, wherein he bare the chiefe extent 
of his counſels , he reſolued to cary his fonnes in his ow- 
ne perſon to Rome, and accule them before Ceſar. In the 
whole courſe of this long way from Paleitize— to Italy, 
he held himſelfe cloſe and reſerued,not making the leait 
diſguſt againſt his children appeare, that he might not 
occaſion in them any fuſpition. Being arriued at Rome , 
he learneth Auguitus Caſar was then 1n the Citty of A- 
quileia. , without delay he went 'thither , conducting 
with him A/cxander and Ariftobulus,who were receyued 
by the Emperor ( that was as their Father) with all de- 
monſtration of loue. 

In the meane time, this miferable Father ſpying his 
opportunity, demaunds day of Ceſar for an audience, 
which he attirmed was of great conſequence ; it was 
graunted him.,and he came at the appointed time, brin- 
ging theſe two poore delinquents , who doubted no- 
thing, nor at that cyme ſecking any thing, but to laugh, 
and paſſe the time with theyr auncient acquaintance. 
When they were in the midſt of a braue afſembly of 
Princes there pretent, Herd breathing outa great ſtoh. 

Bcold me( layth he ) arear Crxlar , a happy King by 
your fauonr,cnd an vafortunate Father , throuzh the diſcrace 
of ry houſe. If nature had denyed me children , fortune ſhould 
fee me Without iniuryes : all my diſaiters proceed. from my one 
progeny. It much troubleth me to defile your earcs( Worthy Cx- 
ſar ) vith the recitall of ſo great wickedneſie , but neceſcity 
(which hath no law ) enforceth me , & your Iuvice Which eftas 
blisheth all lawes, inuiteth me. Behold my to vnnaturall Son- 
nes, ho after they had receynedthe honour to be bred —_ 
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feet , after they had obtained from me all the fayonrs , Which 
conld beex2etted from a Kjng, by your grations clemency ſuf fi- 
ciently poverfiull, au from a Father of his owne nature moſt 
inlu/zent betraying the glory of the education they had at your 
h1nd:,and forgetting euca the nature aud bloudthey receyued 
from mmhauc attempted acrmac,wnich I dare not name «1 line 
200 14% JOAVES TH] theyr 9plalon, and too lon eny a king- 
dome,vn:ch with ſo much labour Ipurchaſed . I haue opened r0 
them the rate of hononr, that they may therin emer, after that | 
natural! death shal cloſe UP 7ny eyes : and they will paſee through 
by the portall of parricide, preparing ambuſbes for my life, and 
to ſnatch aneay the ſpoyle,tteepedin my blond. 

' Behold I provirate them at you feete , not willing to re- 
tayne any right in my ovne diſpleaſure, neither of King , nor 
Father , but that Which shall be decreed {or me by your in#tice. 
Yet not vith;itanding ( O Great Czlar) 1 wvonld beſeech you 
to beitov vpon my old age, Which you haue pleaſed ſo much ta 
honour, ſome repoſe in my one houſe, and>free me from the 
handes of theſe parricides.Solik-viſe I thinke it not expedient, 

for children ſo uneratc full, Nho haye trampled layes both di- 

nine aud humane wndct foote , to line any longer, and ſtill to 
haue the ſunne in thcyr eyes, toſerne as a vitmeſs', and an vp» 
brayding of theyr crime « 

Herod (pake this with a meruaylous vehemency,ſo, 
that he put the whole aſſembly into an aſtoniſhment, 8 
th:ſe poore children , who had as much innocency , as 
ſimplicity , ſeeing themſclues charged on the ſodayne 
with ſuch a tempeſt of wordes, made the apple of their 
eyes to anſwere, and weep in good earneſt. They endea- 
uoured toſpeake, fearing leaſt their ſilence might make 
them culpable.:: but the more the ſtroue , ſo much the 
morethe Ca herchoted vp their words. 

Auzuitns Ceſar,who was aiudicious, and courteous 

Prince, 
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Prince, ſaw well by this their aſpect , thele yourg men 
had more miſhap, then malice, and caſting a gracious 
eye vpon them : Courage (my children) be con flew (flank 
he) auſWvere at your leaſure , & be not tronbled. Ali thele 
there preſent , barealready much compaſſion towardes 
them , and Herod ſhewed cuen by his countenance, he 
was mooued, (o eloquentare the teares of nature . CA- 
lexander leing the eyes of the whole aſſembly very fa- 
uourable, tooke hart , reprefſeth his ſ1ghes, and being 
as he was) eloquent, ſpeaketh in theſe tearmes . 
| My Lord and Fathcr , Y eur tMaichty , hath nit 
brought vs ſo favie, tothe Aultars ef mercy , to of cr Vs wp, as 
4 ſacrifice to renenze : we are it the kirers of Calar , as i the 
Temple of.Clemency, Whither beinn conducted by your Yarraiit 
and commannd , it maketh ws ſay , your Yordes are ſharpe , bit 
proceedings moit ſveet . If calumuy had fo altercd your ex- 
cellent nature , as to make you take areſolution vpn onr liues , 
to the preindice of our innocency, you micht haxe done it in Pa- 
leitine , as a Father and a King ; the ſentence and execution 
Were in your owne handes. But Ged permitted you to bring vs 
zo the Court of Auguſtus , 220t to leaue the head, Where the 
Crowne was deſigned,but rather to returne it backe vidtoricus, 
& free from ſlinzdor . 

It is avery firannge thing to pretend the moF enormous of 
crimes, 473y it »:rſons of our reputation and quality , wither t 
ſaying Wwherfore, or how ;nothing is ſpoken of letters , poyſons, 
complots , conſpiracyes , ſuborned ſernants, it is only :ffi med , 
We are parricides, and proefe s are pretermitted : if this be ſuf- 
ficient, you 5hall hane in the yo*li no more innocenty, but that, 
which calumny ſhall diſaayne to fixe her tooth in . Our enemyes 
which for many yeares hanc ſpun this Web neuer could alleadge 
any other thin , but that we were old inouch , and of ſuff,cient 
courage to do it , and that we might performe it in reaenge of 

the 
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the death cf ear Mather Mariamne. 

As fir their fit reaſon , who ſeeth not, hovo Yeake it os , 
if nothing but age, ana valcur be x eceſſary to perpeivate a par- 
ricide, it #14 fil! the whole World With blend, 10 put all Fathers 
intotcalcuſy , «1d all Sennes into crime « For the ſecond, which 
cexcernith eur dead Mother, ſhe left ws in an aze, Yherin ne 'J- 
ther ccnid Ye ( as yet ) berayle , nor feele her miſery : after ve 
came ont of our chilahocd , we hane not been Yillin? to ſearch 
iz £5 your counſells,to ſift ont your reſolutions, the iſſue of them 
ought tomake vs, not more audacious 10 vnuertake enill but 
more Aaycd , and aduiſed todo goed. We only hane affoarded 
teares to her , not to bumoane her death , for ſi.ch Yere wnpro= 
fitable , Lut to ſaii:fy our pasſicn , ſeing our encmyes tea= 
{cd not to diflurbe the aſhes of theſe , wheſe blond they had 
s+<ed . | 

Father, if our teares, Which proceed from ſo init ar(ſent- 

cat of nature,be inyour Conrt accounted crimmnal,Yhere shal 
we any more find ſifety, but in your inst;c* Nener in theſe ſen 
ſible apprehenſions hath any word «f bittereſſe eſcaped vs a= 
gaynſt you,but rather again#t thoſe Who abuſe year authority,to 
the rue of yours. We haue no cauſe at all to hate your life, tut 
toloue it, by ſo much the more, as you haue indged vs capable, 
abeue the reſt of our brothers , to ſucceed in your Crevne j vow 
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 baue ſct all the markes of Regality Vpoat's , all the blesfrmes we 


con'd lope for, and to aske more Yould ve to require liberty to 
oucrihrow us « 

To What end should Ye ſccke by parricide a Kingdeme, 
Which is purchaſed for ws by your faucur,that ſo, heauen,carth, 
and ſeas cenſpiring ith Caſar , ould jhut the gate agatuſt 
Vs, for Which Ye should hauc beene deſyrons to make a key Here 
ped in the blond of our Father ? Tour Maicfly hath begot vs 
( perhaps ) more unfortunate then now Yould be expedient 


for your Eitate , but ener [ball ve be ſo ſottiſh , nor impiouss 
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to do a miſthirfe , irrccourrably to unde ws. 

Moi#t honoured Father , ſunprejſe the ſuſpition , which you 
haue conceined , or if you be Peaſca «ill toretayne it , Ye both 
Will leaue this life , of which Ye are not ſo fondiy affeftionate , 
that we should be ling to preſerue it , to te diſpleaſure of 
him who gaue it « | 

This Ocation , diſſolned 1n the teares of chis young 
Prince, ſtrooke all th: company with admiration, and 
as they were both beheld with lowly lJookes , expecty, 
the Iudges ſentence, euery one was enkindled with de- 
fire to wſtify them . Ceſar who ſhewed himſelfe much 
mooued with compalſion,caiteth his eye on H-r04,to ice 
his countenance , & could haue been conrent never to 
haue thought of ſuch an accuſation: for verily this acti- 
on in the apprehenſion of thoſe preſ-nt,much hurt him, 
and cauſed Kee credulity to be conJemned. 

Auruftus,who would not confound them, pronoun- 
ced , that vndoubtedly his children bad done ill, ro &1{- 
pleaſe him: but as for the pretended crime he ſhould 
raze it out of his papers. Theſe young Princes, were too 
well borne, & bred to proceed fo farre ; there remayned 
hcereafter to liue in good correſpondence, and renew 
this holy knot of nature, which could not be diſſolued 
by fo good a Father, nor children-ſo futurely hope- 
tull. 

This ſayd, Her9dim braced his Sonnes one after ano- 
ther, much weeping, which drew teares euen fro thoſe, 
who were not 1nterefſed in this affayre. Afﬀrer all man- 
ner of complements, behold them vpon returne with 
their Father, and brother Mnripater, who had cauſed 
all chis goodly Tragedy to be played. Notwithſtanding 
this wicked creature overwhelmed them which courte- 
fycs, avd congratulations,as if he would make bonfires 


of 
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of ioy in his hart. Thus goeth a long Diffimulation in 
Court , till ſuch tyme that God taketh away the maske. 

Being returned to leruſalem,one yeare was not ſpent, 
but that Calumny , fet new ſnares toentrap the 1nno- 
cency of theſe yr Princes. Pheroras relolued to excite 
A/exander with 1calouly , telling him in great ſecret, 
Herod his Father made too much of the beauteous G/g- 
phira his wife, daughter of King Archelats , ſuppoſing it 
was a powerfull meanes, to turmoyle his ſpirit, and en- 
kindle it with fury agaynſt the King his father, and this 
way to precipitate Hl intoruine. Theſe words ypon 
the matter were moſt ſenlible to this generous hart,and 
then he began with aicalouseye, to prye into Herods a- 
tions, who (it1s true) familiarly conuerſed euery day 
with this Princeſſe, endowed with incomparable beau- 
ry,but in concluſion he obſerued no other thing in ſuch 
conuerſation, butlouing entertaynments of a Father-1n- 
Law,towards a Sonnes wite worthy to be cheriſhed, for 
many exccllent parts . 

Alexander , notwithſtanding after this aduertiſe- 
ment of Pheroras, turned this hony into poyſon , inter- 
pretingallin an ill ſenſe, and was ſo tranſported , that 
one dayentring into his Fathers chamber, he diſcoue- 
red theiealouſy, and ſuſpition he had conceyued, with 
ſhzhes,and teares of rage. 

Herod found himſelf: much troubled with this en- 
counter, and thinkingita thing vnworthy his perſon, 
to iuſtify himſelfe to his Sonne with many wordes, to 
excuſe that which was not, he only ſayd: My Sonze, who 
hath put this into your head? The other replyeth, he knew | 
much of it himſeife,and Pheroras had confirmed it. Phe- 
roras was inſtantly (ent for, and Herod who oftentimes 
vicd him as a ſeruant, caſting a furious glaunce of his 
L1l 2 eyes 
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eyes vpon him. Rake-hell ( (ayth he ) v12t hal thou fayd 
to this youn7 Prince? It is not a word , thou hait put into his 
eare, but a {vordinto his h121 174int his Father , for tuit!y he 
Wou'ld nomore exduve « companion of his bed , then 1 inmy 
Kinzdow:lnoratfullcreat we, hoa'4t thos n2t rather teare 
out thy vne hurt, then entertayar ſ1rh a t9942ht of thy bro- 
ther*Such crimes a: this nener were in our hot, nov eucy will 
be vale ife thou brinn them 5th: v.net hace, wmllct ms ſec thee 
mn mar.i 0” ! 11a” POPFIGT'S for at hor A AGEL ation: f Yi. e, 
fra-e than wt fo wik t, Thaw tiree totiny o vie Conſeicuc., 29 
beins 45/210 fir la iow ox onto ny, 

Ph:rorrs, who was 190t mich aftomiheJ] with this 
noyſe, arſwer2th, he knew noting but wit Sas +? 
wi1o was there preieat had toli lum, (as 1n iced this 
cam? fro hr. ) But taz fudcile wom nn caſting our at chat 
inftaata low1complayat,and rearing her hiy-ce, ſay; 
Ic was a lameatabl: thing , chat {hze of ail the worl} 
ſhould be perſ2cuted , for dzing onely faythfall to her 
brother. H-ro{ knw not wit to chinke, ang h12h 2d in 
his hart, beholding th2 ditſeations of his houſe, and in 
th: mane time ſaw not, that his ow 22 31] CxXampie was 
thainfluence of all theſe m tleditions He did nothing 
els to Ph-ro7.25, but ſequeſter him Fora time for althou th 
h:(cemed mncn mviel with 1nzer, hi was not exat>2- 
rate 22m any in 29094] earn2t, Hut thoſe, wh Mm {42 
thouzhrt would pra tife againſt his State, and ſuch ” 5-- 
79745 appeared a9 to ve:ftor he was aliberting, who hid 
mary:d his owne (eruant attra td by dallianzes, refa- 
ſiagthe daughterof a King, and all h.5 deiz12s aymed 
at notaing, biut ſenſuaiity. [tr was thoughe this was not 
ſaſhient fati-fa tion in Perris For lah a crime, and 
thar thi might {till feed a diſtruſt betveene the Farher 
&N Z0!130, 
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Behold the cauſe why the pernicious Antipater, who 
euer was gratious with Herod, making vſe of this oppor- 
tunity beginneth his battery more furiouſly then euer, 
and hauing perceyued ſome familiarity betweene Ale- 
x141er,and thre: Eunuches the moſt intimate of Herods 
chamber, he yaderhind giueth notice, that the conſpi- 
racy of A!cx447 againit h's Father, was now abHlu- 
tz'y contrived, and that th? chiefs Ennuches of the 
chimbver,and privacy of 11 7:4, had a hand therein. Bz- 
h »:d ch2m preteatly apprehended, and pat to the tor t4- 
re: Th2'ebolyes corrupted with eaſe, 'and delicacy, fee- 
Ing themſelu2s ſo roughly racked, ſpake what they 
knew, and what they knew not, an 1n cheend deliue- 
rei notaing but bolts, and vaine-giorious Branidos of 
youth, wich ha4 eſc2ped the mouth of A/cx1nder That 
15 to ſay; ThA1t t50oſe Enanurhes Were viry fooles tobe fo afee 
& 4to thi: 0/4 min rho canſed 517 hayres to be painted, like a 
ſorace yaunker, Hr hid dane well inounh; His time Teas pat, 
ters Tv.cs 927, the Kinzlome contd not forfake th, has 
unr initice, force, a { cred in th:tr hands, 11 ſo many va-* 
1071 45 32:4 » 0 09141 20t tos ty” of. Ace {ity forſake them, whe 
ſrc) {ihe 195195 fpzaking nothing of that which Antipa- 
trr pretend :d , yt to0 much for a1calous TY 

tw1sa pittyFall thing then to dzhold how this mi- 
Cri5's Conrt was diſmem red. It was nothing but Ca- 
lummatioas, threatning ſummons, diftraits, examina- 
t:-5.15, tortares : All men looked vpon one another, and 
eacry one ſuppoſel, th2re was no other ſecurity, but in - 
p-:u2nting h's companion, A thouſand ſotth things 
were day!ly depoſed, that wzre of no ec. There were 
f5124 no: paſt oas or two, wa extrem2!y racke-l ypon 
t'12ro7ture, to free themſelues, ſay, 4/cxwler had dif- 
ho 10ured his Father at R3»22,a5 much more inclining to 
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amity with the Parthrazy , then with the Romans: and as 
torments were inceſſantly redoubled in fauour of Az: 
pater , they ſpakear randome, whatſoever they would 
have them. to wit, that MArxander and CArifiobulas had 
conf; pired to kill Herod by poyſon, then to go to Rome to 
demaund the Kingdome; which had no probability : & 
whenit was asked, where this poylon was. they rep:yed 
.1t was 1n the caſtle of Aſca/9z, and the whoic matter 
ſcarched into there was nothing to be found. 
Alexander notwithſtanding 1s arreſted, he generons, 
and much offeaded to fes fo many tortures, ſayd ſtourly 
to Herod, bitterly ſcolting :To p12t cad is tt to make ail 
theſe fliaghters, ſcing you Will bane it, that they dictyued you; 
T he conſpired , and if you cefive to know with wiome , with 
Pheroras your other , cf Saiome your ſiſter , and Prole- 
my , & Saprtaius your Conz ſoilours , ki!! all the xorld, an) 
you aloe ſhall x:y2re . He ſpake roo much to be beliened , 
andd:liuered it 1n an accent , which founded nothing 
leſſe. Howſocuer , he was for certayne dayes imprifo- 
ned, vatill ſuch tyme that Ac%e{aus King of Cappadocit 
his Father in law, aduertiſed of this difaſter,came to the 
Court of Herod. He tooke great care not to affront him, 
nor tell him, that he wronged himſclte to be fo credu- 
lous; this was not the manner to treate with a man , 
whoextreinely defire1 tojuſtify his ations, 
.* The Carpaductan ſtriketh fayl:,fezming to haue great 
compaſlion to find hin 1n fuch trouble, {aying his chil- 


+ >gfen h:d done ill ro diſquier him in that manner, that hz 


came'not to excuſe his Sonne in Law, but to chaſtice his 
daughrer, if ſhe were found blame worthy. Fred was 
ſo comfort:d to heare him ſpeake in this fort, the teares 
ſtood in his eyes, & Archula{ecmmg , he hid found the 
rcady way of perſuaiion, began by little and littie, to de- 
» | | 
clare 


[ The happy Plan. =" 
clare vnto him, tHatiin truth the Princes his Sonnes had 
hewed a littie rob much inſ>lence , but that their facili- 
ty was much abuſed, & 1rt would be 200d to take heed 
thereof. He c1d ſo-well, thar ar the 1aſt , he diffolued 
th: calumny , and G/a»/yra being there przi:nt with her 
eloquence & teares, o>tained whatſo uer ſhe would for 
her husband; fo that the poore prifoner was 1nſtautly 
relea'ed. 

Herod in the meane tyme hued like a Cyclop in his 
caue,perpetuaily 1n the obſcurity of an infinite number. 
of diitruſts, ſt1}| vpon the point of ating new crueltyes, 
& being obſerued to be capable of all ſort of ſuſpitions , 
the wicked Artipater fayied not to furniſh him with 
matter 1nough to foment his iealouſyes, and by the ſame 
meanes aduance his fortunes. 

A wicked Grecian came to the Court of 1ude4 na- 
med Eurycles , who tooke vpon him to bea Prince, and 
geaue great preſents to Herod , to infinuate himſelfe inte 
his triendihip .The vnhappy King relliſhed rhis man, & 
ranked him 1n the number of his intimate friends . He 
was lodged with A-7i2ater,and obſeruing that he at that 
tyme bare the greareſt [way 1n affayres, h: endeauoured 
by all meanes to winne his fauour, which he did , fami- 
larly converfing with A/exander, and vndermining him 
that afterward he might carry truth , and falthood to 
theeares of Herod, who gauehim much credit. 

Three yeares were not fully paſt , but bel 
lumny caſteth the reſt of her venome Two fo 
Herods guard , diſmiſſed for ſome {]:1ght offencef@vere 
afterward indifcreetly entertayned in the houſe of%4 e- 
xander, who loued them, feeing them ſufficient men', & 
capable of good employtments . Behold them accuſed of 
conſpiracy, immediatly-apprehended, & put to torture 
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The Holy Court. lib. 4; 
The vehemency of toi ment made them ſay , that at the 
ſollicitation of _A!rxander , & CAriitelulus they had a 
plot ypon the perſon of Hered to kill him in hunting. Ar 
the ſame tyme the Governour of the Cittadell of Ale-" 
xandrina , (which was cone of the ſtrongeſt fortreſtes of 
the Kingdome) 1s accuſed, to have veen willing to delt- 
ver it into the hands of theſe young Princes; which he 
denyed ſtrongly , ard Rovily . Eeut his Sonne,prouoked 
agaynſt the Father for ſome ciſyrace , lay, the cepoli- 
tion was true, anc at the ſame ty me procuced falte let- 
ters of Alexander , which fecmed to conhrme the ſame, 
held notwithſtanding to come from the hand of Secre- 
tary Diephantn , a Storchoule of fabftications . Herod 
would haue no more proofes, he cauſed his two Sonnes 
to apprehended, re{olu;ng toruine them - and verily e- 
uery man atthat tyme accounted them loſt. 

When theſe thinges were in hand CMelzs a Counſel: 
lour of the King of C:i/paducia came into Indea, to vn- 
derſtand the knot of the buſineſſe, he found it much en- 
uvenomed , and deſperate of ren:edy.The wicked Father 
cauſed his Sonne to be fetcht out of priſon,to examine 
him before c2:e/as, and to confront him with the Ce- 
politions. A/cxandy askerh , where the acculers were: 
it was aniwered , they were alrcauy ccad.. Hereplyeth, 
It was an Vito proceeding , to put them to death in 
the guilt of alye,crawne out by iorce of torments , for 
ever to ſhut vp their mouth from verity. As for himie!tc 
and his brother Ar;#tobn/us , they neucr had any other 
purpoſe, but to fly to Cappaavcia, & from thence to palſe 
to Roms, to tice themſelues from the vnquietnetle of 
their Father. When Herod heard ſpeach of the voyage to 

*Cappadociazhe entreated Melgs to enquire particulariy of 
 Claphira,it ſhe moreclearcly would yiter any thing tou- 
ching this deligne, | Glaphirs 
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. © | The vnhappy Politicians. * ey 
Glaphira then was ſent for , and when ather approa Rh 
ſhe beheld her husband in fetters , it was a dreadfull 
thinggs ſee her atfliction. -A/as (my deare husband ) /ayd 
ſhe , arggpeſe the fauonrs of your Fathet ? is this the diademe 
he hath promiſcd you | And thereupon her hart oppreſſed 
with griefe, ſtopped vp the reſt -of her wordes. Teares 
ſtood 11 the eyes of the miſerable Alexander, who path o- 
nacely loued her, and all the company was ſo troubled 
with this ſpectacle of pitty,, that thoſe there preſent 
to examine, looked one vpon another , and torget the 
formalityes of Iuſtice. | | 
Herod asketh Alc xander, if his wife were not parta=- 
ker of all his ſecrets, he anſwereth; Such was her deſert ,and 
diſcretion ne had concealed nothing from her. The poore La« 
dy wasa litle amazed at this word. Notwithſtanding 
with great ſimplicity the ſayd, ſhe was ignorant of all 
that had paiſed,as the child not yet borne : yet was very 
ready to ell a ly to ſaue her husband, and that ſhe neuer 
would difauow 1t;,when he ihould be charged with any 
crime. Alexander touched to the quick with this tencer- 
nz(e,fayd to her: Madame, be not astoniched, you very Yell 
know,1 neuer had any other pot, but to ca'y you into Capradg- 
cia to vijt the King your Fatver. Behold all our offence. 
This cured not Herod, but madz him exterd his ſuf- 
pon vpon King Archelaus,taking it 11], he ſhould 20 a- 
our, to withdraw his Sonne 5a. baba his priuity. He 
commaunded the priſoners to be fet at hberty, andin 
the meane time ſendeth new Embaſſadours to Rope, to 
purge himſelfe from ſome ſlaunders wherewith he was 
charged,and to obtayne of Czſay full liberty to ovpeſs 
of his childre, according as Iuſtice ſhold require, which 
was aſſented yato; the young Pr;xces are cifgraced, and 
{oyled with ſtrange calumniarions at Rozpe, ſothatno 
| . Mmm man 
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The Holy Court, [ Lib, 4: 
mandurſt vndertake theyr defence . 

He very glad to haueſuch diſpatches, being pu he 
was) a man —_—_— formall,euer giuing colouMf Iu- 
ſice to his paſſion, aſſembleth the Councell to Fame an 
Enditement againſt his Sonnes, admitring all thoſe, 
whom he ſaw ill informed tocountenance his bad pur. 
pole,and alienating others, who might cauſe ſome ob« 
Racle, among the reſt Archelaw , expresfly nominared 
by Caſar,to examine this bulineſſe. 

Moreouer, that which was an ad of great iniuſlicg 
he neuer would ſuffer his children to appeare before the 
Iudges,to be heard in theyr tuſtihcations : but himlelfe 
aloneentrechinto this aſlembly,full of gall,and poyſon. 
Neuer was he ſeene to beſo out of countenance paſlion 
had wholy transfigured him,in ſuch ſort thatheſpake,& 
acted things litle conſonant to his grauity. His friends 
miſtooke him, and heſecmed rather a ſauage creature, 
then a King. 

Sometime he accuſed , and lamented within him- 
ſelfe, fometime he tammered,and cut himſelife ſhort. He 
produced letters of his Sonnes, that had no valew in 
them, as were thoſe of theyr iourney into Cappadocia, & 
yet as 1f he had got a you vidtory , he cryed vut ; Syrr, 
What ſay you to this? Behold you not great malice? Othat,1 had 
beene dead,b fore I had knowpe any ſuch thing. Sorerime he 
fayd, he referreth himfclfe to Tuſtice, and that through 

affion he would do nothing.Sometime he publiſhed be 
ſad not ſummoned this Afiembly co iudge, but to ap- 
proue his opinion, to the end poſterity thould the more 
abhorre parricide Then he cited Deautronomy, which per- 
mitted Fathers to ſtone their rebellious children to 
death,and played the Scribe,or the Devine: then he ſhe- 
. wed Ceſars letters,of which he made more account mw 


.* 


[ The onhappy Politician. | 
of his Deuteronomy, & inſiſted thereupon, as if the offen- 
ders. had allready beeno peremprtorily condemned by 
the ſentence of Cduen/tium. | 
When. they came to voyces, Saturninus the Romane 
a Coſular man of great authority, abſolutely diſfuaderh 
this. cruelty, ſaying, himſelfe was a Father, that he knew 
the price of children,and that Herod would repent him 
| of this precipitation. This good man had three of his 
Sonnes with him, all gallant perſonages, and well en- 


þ tertayned in good employments, who ſpake in fauour 
: of thefe poore Princes. But to no purpoſe. After them 
| ftandeth vp/Youmniwza rude man, who drew to his fa- 

ion, all thoſe which praRiſed to ferue Herods paſſion, 
l pow "25, Aon moſt yniuſtly concluded vpon theyr 
q deaths. 


As foone as this decree was publiſhed, an old ſoldier 
| of Herod*s, named Tyron,very paſlionate for the inno- 
cents, went direly to the Pallace, demaudeth tofpeake 
: to the King alone by himfelfe , which was grated him. 
: This banal man taking him ſide giving him a ſharp ad- 
monition euen to the reproaching him, that he had loſt 
- his witts , in commaunding his true heyres to beput to 
death, to aduance a viper, who 1n theend would ſecret- 
ly Ring bim. Herod harkened to him 1n the beginning 
with great patience, but ſpeaking onermuch , he asked 
him ; Who are thoſe take exteption to this Indgement ? «My 
ſelfe, ſayth the good old man, firi, and ſuch, and ſuchmen 
of quality , whome he named. Herod cauſed him to be 
caſt into priſon, layd hold of the reſt , & condemneth 
them all to death. Afterwards cauſeth his Sonnes to be 
carryed to Sebafe, and direteth the moſt cruell of his 
guard , to. ſtrangle them in priſon . 
Theſe vafortunate Princes, who expeted nothing 
| 3 Mmm 2 leſle 
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The Holy Court, [| Lib. 4. 

leiſe then ſuch a ſentence, ſeeing the dreadfull faces of 
Executioners, & the fearcfull :mag: of death before their 
cyes , looked pale with horrour, and azked them 5 tho 
brought you hither? Bur they , pulling them alide as ſacri- 
fices, & vafolding che inſtrumetrs of their cruelty, ſoons 
ſhewed wherfore they were.come: for without making 
any other anſwere, they rooke tnem by the throte, and 
putting the fatall cord , about their neckes, by mayne 
force ſtrangled th2m , deuoyd of mercy . 

The poore Glap5yra, who as yetioſt not the hope of 
her husbands liberty , hauing at that tyme prepared a 
new battery, to diſpoſe her Father in Law to clemency, 
heard the tydings of the death of Alexander, & withall 
of her owne widowhood. She a good ſpace remayned in 
a traunce, then mute as a ſtatue, lalt of all a little recol- 
lecing her ſpirits , and caſting outa figh from the bot. 
tome of her on : Woe ts me (layth the) 1 thought not He- 
-rod ould. haue proceeded thus farre . Tell himthe ſacrifice of 
his cruelty ts not jiniſhed, for beho!d one part of the victime is 

et aline. Alexander , my deare Alexander, who for excr in 
any hart. ſhall ſuruine , needs muit you end your inneeent life by 
this infamous puniſhment? Mnſt you haue him for exccutioner, 
whome Nature allotted you for a Father? Alt the leaFt I might 
haue been called to receyue the lait grones of thy penſine ſoule , 
to emboſome thy jinall vordes , and en:haſe them in my hart . 
Then turning herſelfe to two little ciuldren, which ſhe 
had by her tides : Poore Orphans , what a Father haue they 
ſnatched from you \ Alas , you are tymely taught the trade of 

miſery . 

The poore Lady. night & day diſcoſolateiy afflicted 
herſelfe, and being no 10nger ableto endure th: Court 
of Ind x1 , no more then a Lyons den,jhe was ſent backe 
1to Cap paaveia to the king acer Father. Heroa kept with 


him 
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him the two Sonnes , vnder colour of their educgtion , 

bur in effe& to eſtabliſh himſelfe_, fearing lealt their 
name ſhould ſerve for a pretext of ſome reuolt. 

| © the prouidence of God! It ſeemeth you-much 


o 
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flacken to powre vp0 guilty heads .Theſe yong Princes, / 
Sonnes of fo vertuous a Mother , fo well bred , ſo well / 
e |ucared , accompliſhed with ſo many excellent parts, 


declared lawfull ſucceſſours to the Crowne : © Theſe 
- Princes, who had byn ſeene(nor aboue fiue yeares lince) 
rerurne in triumph from Rome to leruſalem (like the 
twotwinne-ſtarres) who gilded all Palc#ine with their 
Rayes: Theſe Princes thatpromiſed ſo many Tropheyes, 
ſo many woders, behold them in the ſweetneſſe of their 
ycares, inthe flower of their hopes , at the gate of the 
Temple of honour, for a ſmall liberty of fpeech,ynwor- 
_ thily maſlacred, & inſteed of a Diademe on their heads, 

a halter about their neckes, and cauſed to beſtrangled 
by two Sergats, thatſo they might breath out their roy= 
all ſoules vnder the hand of a Hangman. 

Behold the braue apprentiſhip, which Herod exere 
ciſed three yeares together about the time of the birth 
of our Sauour, to prepare himſelfe for at1ons much: 
more enormous. It wasfayd of Sy//a , thatif Mercy had: 
come vp6 the earth in humans ſhape, he had ſlayne her. 
But H:rod d1d much' worſe : There remayned nothing 
for him, after ſo many ſlaughters, but to 1mbrew him- 
ſelfe in the bloud of 140 5 Innocents, and attempt 
vpon the Sonne of God hym(elfe, which-prefently after: 
happened and cuery one by relation of the Scripture-ta- 
keth notice ofir. It 1s time to behold the recompence 
thoſe wicked ſoules receyued, for having dipped theyr' 
fingers in ſo much bloud ,and'fo many tragedyes, tothe 
cnd we therein may. obſerue the proceeygings of the-di< 
watered Mmm 3 une. 
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uine. prouidence, which ſpareth not, firſt ſleightly to 
touch, and ailay by ſome viſitation: thoſe, which ut after- 
wards reſ{crugth for the eternall paynes of hell. | 
The deteſtable Apripaer, who had directed all the 
pailages of this wickegneſle, ſeeing the two Heyres of 
tho, Kingdome remoued quite away by his pradtiſes, - 
thought he had allready a taote 1n the throne. Hg conti- 
nueth his cunning, and mallice , euer masking himſelfe 
with the veyle of piety, as if he had an vnſpeakable care 
of the life, and ſtate of his Father, while he in the meane 
time had no other ayme, but quickly to make himſcife 
abſolute Maiſter of all, fearing leaſt the diſpoſition of 
Herod, which was, very fleeting might alter;and for this 
cauſe, he went vp and downedaily practiling very great 
intelligences. But he was hatred by the naw þ like a Ty- 
er-, and the ſouldiers who ſaw him imbrewed 1n the 
Loud of his brothers , ſo beloued by all the Nobility, 
could in no fort relliſh him. Aboue all, the people were 
extremely touched with compaſſion , when theſe litle 
children of Alexanderand Ariitobulus were led through 
the ſtreetes, bred in Herod”s Court, all the world beheld 
theſe-poore orphans with a weeping eye, & with ſorrow 
remembred the diſaſters of thyir Fathers. 

Antigater-well ſaw , it was fit for him to withdraw 
himſelfe,and desline Enuy, & not findge his winges in 
the.candle, fearing his Father in proceſſe of tyme (who 
1nſuch matters was ſubtile inough) ſhould not diſcouer 
his, purpoſes. Notwithſtanding , he was ſoſecret , that 
hg auoyded toaskeleaue of Herod to ſequeſter himſelfe , 
£or feare to miniſter matter of ſuſpition to him. But he 
cauled letters cloſely, to be written from Rome to his 
Facher,by friends whome he had wrought for that pur- 
pole, which imported all he defired, to wit, that it _ 

NECCLa- 
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neceflary he ſhould be fent'ro Rome tobreake the enter- 
terpriſes,the 4rabjans plotted agaynſt the ſtate of rave. 
Herod having receyued thele letters , inſtantly diſpar- 
cheth his Sonne Aztparey with a goodly trayne , rich 
prefents , & aboue all , the Will of Hero, which decla- 
red him King after the death of his Father. 

Behold all he could defire in the world . Butas the 
eye of God neuer ſleepeth , -and enſnarerh rthe'craf- 
ry in th:ir owne pollicyes; it happeneth the mifchie= 
u2us Pheroras , who had acted his part (as we have 
ſ::ne) in this lamentable tragedy departed this life , 
by a ſodaynedeath, & poyſoned (as it 15 thought) by 'the 
mayd-feruant , whom he had matryed. Herod being re- 
queſted to come into the houſe of his brother, to take 
eximinations vpon the fat , ynexpeRedly learneth , 
howhis Sonne Artipater , had giuen poyſon to the dead 
Pheroras , at ſuch tyme as the was out of fauour, to poy= 
ſon the King his Father, whileſt he was at Rome, that he 
ſpeetily might returne into Pakitine 'with a Crownevon 
his head. 

This was depoſed even by the Sonne of the Comp- 
troller of Antipaters houſe, & circuſtanced with groeids, 
& particulars ſoexpreſle , that there was hot any caufe 
of doubt . Herod demaunded where this poyſoh was, he 
anſwered it was 1n the hahds of the widdow of his brd- 
ther Pheroras . She beingexamined ypon the fad, goerh 
vpinto a higher chamber, fayning ts fetch it, and be- 
ing mounted to the-tap of the hoale , the through deſ- 
p_ fcll downe headlong , with a putpoſe to kill her- 
{elfe . | | 

But God ſuffered'niot the Fall to be twortall , they 
much hartned her, & promiſedall impunity , ifthe free- 
ly would deliver the truth. Sherellech, that true it uk 
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her husband had receyued the poyſon of _Axripater ; & 
| had ſome inclination to giue he blow : but that a hitcle 
before his death , he repented himſclf2,& deteſted tuch 
_ wickedneſſe, and with theſe wordes, ſhe drew out the 
| poyfon, which afterwards was knowne in the death of 
delinquents, to be very mortall. Attheſame tyme B:- 
thyilus fet ar liberty by Antipater , was taken comming 
| from Rome to Indai , to aduile Pheroras to haſten the bu- 
finefſe, and bearing with him a new poylon, if the tuſt 
were not of force. | | 
In the meane time Artipater wrot to the King his Fa. 
ther, that he laboured earneſtly at Rome to diflolue ob- 
Ioquies,, and accomodare his atiayres with cleerenetle, 
that the hoped to come to a period in them,and quickly 
returne into #44. Herod who was delirous tolay hold 
vpon him, ſendeth him this letter. | 
- . MySonne, the fraiity of my age , and debility of my boay 
daily inſtrudt. th me , that 1 am mortall. One thing comforteth 
me , that hauing made choyſe of your perſon to ſucceed me in 
my e#ate , 1 ſhall behold the decrepitneſſe of my azc, flouriſh a- 
gayue in yorr youth , and ( 4s it were ) bury my aeath in your 
tife, , ſeuce I (hall line in one part of my ſelfe , to me moſt preti- 
us. 1 vijh you preſently Were With me not ſo much for the aſsi- 
ſtance I expedl from your Piety, as for the pretudice your ab- 
ſence may impoſe onmy fortune. Faile not with the good le zut of 
Czlar ,to returne hither as ſoone , as you can, dclayes nothing 
aduaunce our aff tyres. 

- This bayte was too tempting to defend him from 
the hooke: ypon this newes he would / as it were) ily 
to leruſalcm , be diſpatcheth his affayr-s, takes leaue of 
Auguitus , and haſtily poſteth to obey his Fathers com- 
mandements. It was an admirable thing , that 1n the 


way, he neuer had any notice of that whuch pres 4 - 
; hate 
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hated he was both of God and men. Yetſo it was , that 
being 1n Cilicia , he learned his Mother was diſgraced , 
which much aſtoniſhed him ſo that he reſolue.} ro retire 
backe againe, but one of his Counſel] {perhaps wrought 
by Herod ) ſhewed varo him, thatif nothing were plot- 
red agaynſt him , he ought not to feare ; and if any ca- 
lumny were forged , he rather ſhould haſten to ſtrangle 
it, otherwiie his abſence would thruſt him further into 
ſulpirion This counſcil he beliened , and notwithſtan- 
ding the remorſc of his conſcience, he tooke the way to 
Inda » 

When he was arriued in the port of $. þ.:e,he began 

to enter into greater apprch2nſtons of his owne vnhap- 

yneſie, then ever. For ypon the ſame hauen , whc:re 
he before had beheld fo great confluence of people , 
which made many lowd acclamations at his departure, 
not for the lou: they bare h:m, but for obedience to He- 
rod, who lo would haue it , he perceyued the chance of 
the Dye being now chaunged , he was entertayn:d 
with reſpealetie countenances, & that ſome beholding 
him , ſcorrefully muttered berw. en therr teeth , as cur= 
ling him for ihedcing the bloud of his Brothers, 

He was too farre engaged to retyre back, and the 
vengeance of God a.ireac.y {cored him out his Jodging, 
He goeth diretly from S:bait: to'l: ruſa/cr,and haſtneth 
to the Pallace magaiticently attyred, and well attended. 
The Guard ſufterec him toenter,comaunding al! thoſe 
who accompanyed him, in the Kings Name to with= 
draw. He was much amazed to ſee himſelfe taken like a 
Bird in a(nare,notwichitancing he went foi ward,and 
entreth into the hall where his Father expeRted him,ace 
companicd by g—_ Varw, newly ſent from Rome, 
as Gouernour of Syria. After he had madc an humble 
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obeylance according to cuſtome, he came to kiſſe his 
Father, but at that inſtant, he heard the roaring of the 
Lyon. For Herod retyring back, ſayd vnto him; Auazt , 
thou murtherer of Brother, and Fathcr : the kiſſe of a Father 
Was not initituted for thee: Behold Quintilius thy ludge. Ad- 
wiſe With your ſeife, what you are to morroy to anſere, vpon 
crimes Thercof you are accuſed. 

He Rrooken with this word, as with a thunder- 
clap, withdrew, bearing terror in his face,and the tmage 
of his crime in his thoughts. He in the next chamber 
found his Mother and wife weeping, with many la- 
ments allready preparing his funerals; amazement ſo 
{:yzed him, he had not language to comfort them, nor 
{o much as teares to bemone his owne miſhap . 

He ſp-nt the whole nightin great atfhition , fin. 
ding by experience it was much more eaſy to commit 
a crime then excuſe it. The nexr morning being come he 
1s ſent for by the counlell, where he found the King his 
Father , with 24ixtilizs Varus, & many Counſeliouts of 
State, yea letters were then intercepred , very Jately 
written by his Mother, which homfyed all was diſcoue- 
red, and that he ſhould carefully beware not to returne, 
and put himſclfe in the hands of his Father , if willing- 
ly he would auoyld the throte of the Lyon . This was re- 
preſented ynto him at the entrance to th: Counſell. He 
expected nothing , but the inſtant of ſtrangling . fo 
much his conſcience tormented him . Behoid the cauſe , 
why caſting himſc]fe on his knees , he belought his Fa- 
ther, not to condemae hum, before hz was heard. 

Herod replyeth . Impious vill ayur hat hait thou to ſay? 

Hth God then reſerned thee to br te lait ſcourge of my old 
ave ? Thou knove#t 1 hane extrafl:d the: from the dr. 22s , to 
puace thee ouer thy brothers , ahoue aud beyond all hope « I hauc 
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ginen thee my money , my reucneVes, my authority, my fanour, 
my ſecrets , my hart , and Crovne into thy hands, in a Will ſig« 
ned with my one hand, andthou cant not 4 little Hay, till thy 
Fathers eye ts cloſed by naturall death , to enioy it ? 11 45 thi- 
ther thy purpoſes aymed, when with ſuch heate thou did pur- 
ſuc the death of thy brothers : nothing hane I done in their in- 
ditements, but by thy information &+ aduiſe . Wicked Creature, 
I feare least thou hait jtayned me with ther bloud , thy crime 
now makes their innccency appeare. 

Ar theſe wordes he bitterly bewayled , the memory 
of HMariarme, and his ynfortunate children, comming 
into his mind: He was {o oppreſſed at his hart, that he 
was enforced tontreate N;c9/as Damaſcen , who was as 
his Chancellour , to purſue the reſt . Aatipatey preuen- 
teth him , and ſpeaketh in his owne defence : That he 
was much wronged in giuing credit to ſlaues, and filly 
women to his preiudice ; that he had receyucd letters 
from /aſar, whome a man could deceyue no more then 
God himſclfe, which gaue a moſt ample teſtimony of 
ail his dem-:anours , and of the fatisfation he had gmen 
at Rome. That he neuer had fayled 1n duty towards his 
Father , and that1t werea paſlageof extreme folly , to 

ut himſelfe into an vncercayne hazard for a Crowne, 
whichhez had (as it were already) 1n his hands. Briefly 
without any further diſcourſe, he oitcred h1mſelfe to be 
yled likea flaue, and to be pur to the torture, for proofe 
of his innocency . And therewithall he dreadfully tor- 
mented himſelfe , in ſuch fort, that he began to moous 
all the company . 

Nicolas Damaſcen, who was a rough Gamſter,taketh 
the word out of his mouth, he confronteth the witneſ- 
ſecs, he interrogateth, vrgeth,, inuolueth , and puts him 
' into confuſion, and thundretha very bloudy inueaine. 
Nnn 2 againſt 
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againſt him, which ar large is couched 1n Toſephus hi- 
Rory, where like an Oratour , he exaggerateth all rhe 
circumſtances of his crime. Bchold you not ( layth he )s 
brutijh #tupidity, to conſpire againit your Father , hauing ( as 
yet ) the bloud of your brothers b: fore your eyes, and all the aſ- 
ſurances of the ſcepter in your hands? Needs mu#t you perpe- 
rrate a parriciae to make your ſe'fe poſs ſour of a crovne,which 
was acquired for you, by ſo ſolemne and authenticall aTeila- 
mat? Laoke you after nothing,but the bloud of your Father,to 
ſet aſeale v304 it? Tea of a Father , Whoſe life is ſo deare to all 
hon: me, & of nature ſo indulzent to loue his children that 
hae nencr ſo litle merit. An inrratitude able to mike heauen 
blu'h , and carth tremble under your feete. An » 
Worthy,that all thr clem nts shou!d conſpire to punish it. 

This man ceaſed nor, to diſcharge againſt him wor- 
des of fyre with a maſ-uline eloquence, and the miſera- 
ble Antipatey proſtrated himſzlf: on the ground , and 
prayed God todo a miracle in fauour of him ,to make 
manifeſt his iynocency , lince he faund himſelfe fo op- 
preſſed by the mallice of men. 1t is a vonder ( ſayth x 
Hititorian ) that thoſe who duriug their life haue belicucd no 
God ,wvould yet acknowledge him at their death. This man 11- 
ued,as1t there were neyther Heauen, God, nor Angels, 
and now ſecing h:mſ{clfe in the horrors of death prayed 
th: Diuinity to excuſe his crime. 

Varas(aych vnto um: My friend, expedt not extraor- 
dina:y fienes from hiaucn in your fawour , but f you hane 
any god reifons,! oldly proawe them.The King your Father des 

ſyreth nothing more , then your inF-ficatio;: . Thereupon he 
ſtood confounded, like a loſt man. Yaru: taking the poy- 

{on that had beene before repieſented to the Councell, 

cauſed it to bs giuen to an offender allready condem- 

ned, who inſtantly dy.d , and all che aſlembly aroſe (as 
it 
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it i5 fayd) with manifeſt condemnation of CAmipa= 
ter » 

His Father eſfteeming him abſolutely conujed, re- 
quired of him his complices, he only named Antiphilus, 
who brought the poylon, ſaying, this wicked man was 
cauſe of all his vahappineſſe. It was a great chaunce, He- 
rod at that time had not cauſed the ſentence of death to 
be executed vpon him : butaccording to his ordinar 
proceeding, he reſolueth to informe Ceſar of all that had 
palled, and to ſend him the whole procelle formally 
drawne, to order all at his pleaſure. In the meane time 
Arntipater 1s ſtraitly impriſoned , expeting howerly 
( as-a miſerable victime) che ſtroke of death. 

Heyod at that time, was about ſeauenty yeares of 
age, & already felt, through imbecillity of body , the ap- 
proach of thelaſt hower.it was a very hard morlſcll for 
him to diſgeſt, neuer man berter loue.i this prefent life ; 
yery freely would he haue forſaken his part of the next 
world erernaily to emoy this , though he in cite was 
therein moit vahappy . Towards the end of his dayes he 
grew ſo harth , fo wayward, then ſo collericke , and fu- 
rious, that his hou;1ould ſeruants, knew not how to 
come about him, they handled him 1n h:s Pallace , as an 
oid Lyon chayned with the ferters of an incurable ma- 
lady . | 

He perſuaded himſe;f: , he was hat&d of all the 
world and was therein no whit deceyu:d,as having gi- 
uen roo great occahon thereof The people” as it were } 
forgor th.ir duty wich umpatience, and could no longer 

endure him As loone as his fickneſſe was bruited a- 

bi oa, Iudas, and Mairhi45 the principall Dotours of 

the lewiſh law , who had the yourhart command , jper- 
ſuaded che moit valiant of their ſe, to vndergoe a bold 
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aduenture. Which was, that Herod hauing re:difyed, & 
adorned the Temple of lerufale-,as he had all wayes ſhe- 
wed himſelfe for the accommodation of his owne<&ſta- 
te,to bean Idolater ot C.2ſers fortu ne, ſet vpon theprin- 
cipall gate, th: Roman Eagle all glatering 1n gold. This 
much offended the fight of the lewes, who could not 
endure any ſhold place pourtraytures of men,or beaſts, 
or any other figures in theyrTcmples ſo much they ab- 
horred ſuch monſters , which theyr Fathers had ({eene 
adoredin Egypt. | 

Behold why this Indas and «MM atrhias,who were the 
chiefte, thinking the fickneile of Herod wold help them, 
began earneſtly ro exhort the molt valiant of che young 
men, who euery day frequented th. yr houſes,to taken 
hand thequarreil of God, according to the ſpirit of their 
Aunceſtors, and to beate downe this abhomination, 
with they had. fixed vpon theyr Temple. That the pe- 
rill was not now fo great , Herod hauing 1nough to do 
to wraſtle with his owne payne: but if1t hold happen, 
they loſt theyr liues, to dy 1n ſo glorious. an act, was to 
be buryed 1n the midſt of Palmes and Truumohs. 

There needed no more to encourage the youth: be- 
hold a troupe of the moſt aduenturous came forth a- 
bout the midft of the day, armed with axes, and hat- 
ch:ts, who climv:4d to the crop of che Temple, & hewed 
in pieces, th Eag'ein the light of the whole world , !4- 
dns, & Matthirs being there preſent, aud ſeruing for 
trumpets 1n this exploit. 

The noyle heeroft inſtantly came to the Pallace, and 
the Captayne of the Guard ranne thither, with the moit 
relolutefoldiers : he mich fared ſome fui ther plot , & 
that this defacing of the Eagle might prouec a preamble 
of ſome greater ſedition, Bur art the fait , as hs began to 
Charge, 
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charge, the peoplereryred, which the more encouraged 
him tor purſuire; fourty young men of thoſe who had 
done the teate, were taken in the place, lIudas,ande Mat- 
thias accompaning them, deeming ita thing vaworthy 
to fly away: and that at leaſt, chey ought to: follow 
them 11 perill , waome they had brought into daun- 

er » | 

Being preſented to Herod, & demanded from whence 
this boldnetle proceeded ; they freely aniwered , their 
plot had been well agreed vpon among themlſejues, & 
ifit were to do azayne, they would bein readynefſe to 
Put 1t 1N EXECUTION , 1N TCgaru they were more bound ta 
Moy{cs, then Herod. Heroa amazed at this re{olution,and 
fearing greater commotions , cauſed them to bz ſecret= 
ly conucyea to [cr/co, whither himeife after (though 
crazy ) was cairyed, & ailembling the Principall , ſpake 
to them out of his litter, making a long narration of the 
good othces h: had done in fauour of the whole nation, 
of the Tempic he had bu1't for chem , of the ornaments 
with which be had enriched at, adding,he had done 1n 
tew yeares what their © ,{ſpnozucany Rings could not per- 
forme1n hxſcore And for recompence of his piety , at 
noone day they had hewed downe, with notable bold- 
neite, a holy guift , which he had rayſed 1m the Temple, 

vherein Go was more 1ateretied then ,himfelte,, for 
which he required a reafon . 

Th-ie now fearing any further to incenſe him, de- 
clined the daunger , and put him vpon the.r Compants 
015, Ieauing them to the pleafure.gf the King. At that 
tyme the high Priefthood is taken from M a#/hias , and 
another Maithias , who was held to haue beene the au= 
thor of the (edition , burned a lwe that night, with his 
companions. at whichruae an, Excghple ot the: maone 

; Was 
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was ſcene , that maae this ſpeRtacle much the more 
dreadfull . SEM 

Herod in few dayes after he had tryed , and worne 
outall humane remedyes, was reduced to that horrible 
ſtate of malady, which is rightly deſcribed by loſe; hus, & 
Euſecbius of Ceſarea. God would haue him 1n this hte, 
taſt in long draughts the cup of his Iuſtice, waſting that 
Caytiffe Carcaſſe, with lingring torments. 

Behold why he was touched with a manifeſt wound 
from heauen, and aſſaulted with a furious ſquadron of 
remediletie dolours. He, who from his young dayes had 
beene enflamed with a deſperate ambi:10n, tel at his 
death a fire, which deuoured his marrow, and entrayles 
with aſecret,and {ubrile flame. He, who all his life time 
had an enraged hvnger to heape treaſures, euen to the 
opening of Dauids ,and Salomons ſ{-pulchers to extrat 
booty from thence, was afflicted with a dog-like hun- 
_ ger. both horrible, and ſhamefull, which cauted him day 
| andnighttocry out for mcate, yet neuer was fatiated. 
| He, who had made !o many voyages, anc gonefo many 
|, paces to make himſelte great. ſaw then his feet ſwoJne 
with bad, and phlegmiatique humors. He who 10 his 
life had cauſed {o many torture: to be inflicted felt out- 
ragious, and intollerable Coliques , which racked him. 
He, who had taken life away | {o many men , was 
ſeyzed with an Lithma, which hindred his breathing, 
He, whoeſteemed prudence. and humane pollicy , for 
the 1110wes of his ſtate, tryed in his body crampes, and 
conuulions of finewes, with gaue him many ſhakes.He, 
who ſhed the bloud of the poore Mazramnes, who flew 
her Sonnes, to make the Kids { as ſayth the Scripture ) 
boyle in the milke of theyr Damme: Briefly he, who 
wallowed in the bloud of about 14000. Innocents, of 
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purpoſe to inuoJue therein the Sruiour of the world, 
dyed 1n his owne bloud, afflicted with a cruell flux. He, 
who abuſed his body with prodigious luxuryes , had 
(dying ) his ſecret parts filled with lice and vermine, - 
with an ignomin1ous Priapiſme, a malady not to be na- 
med. LE 
Shall we then ſay the diuineqÞronidence of God, 

hath no eyes to be wakefull for the puniſhment of the 
wicked? This deſperate wretch inſteed of adoring the 
Juſtice of God at fix death, & kifling the rod which had 
chaſtifed him , dreameth of new flaughters , publiſheth 
an Edit, by which heſendeth for the principall of the 
Tewes of euery Prouince to Tericho , Whither he cauſed 
himſelfe ro be caryed,and ſhutting them vpin a Thea- 
ter,calleth his ſiſter Sa/o-z2,and her husband gAlexas, 8& 
then ſpeaketh to them in theſe wordes. *:., 

It tronbleth me not tody , + tender the tribute to nature 
Which ſo many Kings hane payd vefore me ; but I am afflidted 
my death hall aot be lamented , as I defire,if you aſciſt not « 
Know then , for this purpeſe I haue ſent for all the nobility of 
Indz1, Yhom yeu hane in your hand*. As ſoone , as my eyes 
are cloſed , put them all to the ſword , and let not my death be 
diuulzed , til! firft the fortune of theſe ſame people be knowne 
to their friends ; by this meanes I hepe to fill Indza with tea- 
res , and ſizhes , which ſhall make my ſoule leaue my body with 
the more contentment. X 

The wretchin ſaying this, with many ſcalding tea- 
res, beſought his ſiſter, by all that which ſhe eſteemed 
inthe world, moſt glorious, moſt ſacred, as if he had as- 
ked Paradiſe of her , and that neceſſarily the muſt pr o- 
miſe it to concent him at chatinſtant withoath , though 
afterward 1t were neuer executed. In this a alone he 
well declared he had the ſpirit of arauening wolfe, in 

. Ooo the 
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theskin of a man, and that the thirſt of humane bloug, 
was become naturall to him. | 

As.he was framing this notable Teſtament , letters 
were brought him from Rowe , written by Ceſars com- 
maund , which certifycd him tha_Udeme, a Tewiſh Lady 
of Lini 5 trayne the wite of Auguitus, had been condem- 
ned of bad intelligence with Axtipater , & for that cauſe 
puniſhed with death : as concerning his Sonne, he who- 
ly left him to his diſpoſition. This man in the very point 
of death fil fucked vengeance with meruailous {weet- 
nefſe . Vpon thele newes he taketh courage aga—n, and 
calls for an apple, and a knife , buſying himſelte in the 

aring of at. But in theſe employments , as his paynes 
redoubled , he waxed weary of life , which he lo much 
had loued , & ar that inſtant one of his Grandchildren, 
named Achijabus,who ſtood neere to the bed,perceyuin g 
he rowled his eyes full of rage, and made a ſhew , asf 
he would haue itabbed himſeife with the knife , which 
he had1n his hand (which much affrighted the young 
Prince) held backe his arme, as well as he could, & be- 
gan to make a terrible outcry, as if his Grand father had 
yielded vp the Ghoſt, wherupon the wholEPallace was 
in an vprore. Aztipater who from the priſon heard all 
this tumult , ſuppoſing Herod was at the leaſt caſt , his 
feet itched 1n his fetters , & did not (as yet)deſpayre of 
the Crowne, offering (as one would lay) mountaynes 
of gold to his keeper, toſer him ar liberty. 

But, O the Iudgement of God ! His Gaoler inſtced 
of -giuing eare to all his rewards , went directly ro his 
Boker, and relateth to him, how Amntipater vicd all pol- 
ible meanes to get out of priſon, &take poſſeſſion of the 
Kingdome. Herod howling, & knocking his head ; how 
(Gyth he) will the parricide murther mein my _ 24 
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haiſe yet life 1nough letr , to take away his .Then liftin 
himſelfe vp , & ieaning on his pillow, he calleth eneof 
his Guard : Go yourmmediatly {{ayth he) torhepriſon, 
and kill this Parricide , then let him be buryed+n Hirca- 
2s caſtle, without funerall pompe . This was incontt- 
nently executed , and fuch was the end of this wicked 
Wretch, who had diſturbed earth an;Hhell, to place him- 
ſelfe in his Fathers Throne,according as certayne Ma- 
thematicians had foretold him. | 
Five dayes after his death, Herod hauing declared 
Achelaus for ſucceſſour of the Kingdome, contrary to 


his firſt Will, which was diſpoſed in the behalfe of Az- 


' tipas, after he had accomodated his two other Sonnes', 


with ſuch ſhares as ſeemed good to him , & gen large 
legacyes to Auznitus Ceſar, yielded vp his wicked ſoule, 
in rage, and deſpayre, in the ſeauentith yeare of his 
age , andſeauen and thirtith of his raygne. A Prince 
(ſayrh Toſephus ) who all his life deſyred ro be Maiſter 
of his lawes, and a flaue of his paſſions, and who not- 
withſtanding alt his great felicityes, ought to be repu- 
ted, the moſt miſerable on the earth . * 

Behold in what tearmes this Authour , a great Sta- 
tiſt,, ſpeaketh it, to teach humane Policy , there is no 
Prudence , Wiſdome, Counſell,Greatneſſe, nor happy- 
nefſe , where God is not preſent. For-laying afide erer- - 
nall torments of the other life , wherin this Barbarous 
man dying in puniſhments, was encompaſſed , Iaffure 
my ſelfe there is neyther Peaſant , nor Handycraft man, 
if he benot mad, would giue one day of his life for the 
thirty ſeauen yeares of Herodsraygne , which he paſſed 
1n continuall apprehenſions , thorny affayres , perilous 
voyages , ſiniſter diftruſts , froſty feares of death, bar- 
barous crueltyos, remorſes of confeience forerunners of 
2 - Doo, hell, 


476 The Holy Court. [ Lb, 4. 
hell, leauing beſides a ſhort, & an vnfortunate poſte- 
rit | f 
” By the carriage of this Court, one may ſee whither 
Vice tranſporteth great fortunes. In the perſon of Ayj- 
Hlobulus , & Hircanwus , you behold how the Canker, 15 
toa body lefſe dangerous, then the diſcord of brothers 
to a State. In the.perſon of _Axtipater, a friend for ad- 
uantag=, who ſceketh to fiſh in a troubled water , 1n the 
end filheth Ins fill, butts drowned in the act, to teach 
you ,th.re 1s no pohcy ſo great, as to be an honeſt man, 
& that he who prepareth ſnares for another , diggeth 
his own graue. In the perſon of Pompey , an arbitrator, 
who worketh his owneends , vnder the colour of Ju- 
{tice , who buildeth his ambition on the ruines of ſtate, 
in the end the earth, which fayleth him for his coqueſts, 
denyeth him a Sepulcher . He found no more Coun- 
treyes to conquer , & ſcarcely had he fix foote of earth, 
to make him a tombe. 

In that of Hircanz, too much credulity, too much 
facility to pleaſe others humours , too much putillani- 
mity 1n the gouernement of [uſtice , which headlong 
threw him into a life as miſerable, as his death was cru- 
ell , and bloudy. In that of A,tony, a paſlionate Iudge, 
who turneth with all windes, & ſuftereth himfelfe to be 
caryed along by the ſtronger, without conſideration of 
12ſtice, in the end he1s js hes” ro expiate the long web 
of his paſſions, with a horrible death . 

In thatof 7oſep5 , & Sohemws , that it 15 perilous to 
create with women , though free from 1ll purpoſe , and 
much more daungerous to reueale a {ecret, which who 
will ſafely keep , muſt make his hart a Sepulcher of it, 
In that of young CAriitobulus, how the moſt beauritull 
x hopes are ſtorme-beaten in the bud, and that you mult 
walks 
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walke fpon the proſperityes of the world, as on Ice > 
that 1t muſt be handled hike glaſſe , fearing alwayes, 
they cracke not, 1n the luſtre of their beitanati In. 
that of A/exandra,aboundlefſe ambition, defignes with. 
out effec, afflitions deuoyd of conſolation, torments 
without patience, and a death withour deſert, and all 
this , becauſe ſhe gane not a good temper of yertue ro 
her ſoule, In that of the Sonnes of Mariamne , innocen- 
cy perfecuted , and alittle vanity of tongue deſperatly 
reuenged. In that of young Aptipater , policy deccy- 
ued, the cloud of humane hopes cracked , puntihmene, 
and renenge ever attending an offender. 

In the perſon of Heod , an enraged ambition , 
which giueth motion to all hiscrimes , a double foule , 
crafty , cautelous , politique , miſchieuous, bloudy,bar- 
barous , ſauage, & withall in the beſt of his trickes , be= 
nummed, dojtiſh , and dull, thinkiag to make a fortune 
to the pretudice of religion , and confcience. A goodly 
fortungto make him{:Ife great, and Hue in the hatied of 
all the world , inthe remaorſes of a C1c/opiaz conſcience , 
a thouſand tymes a day to call vpon death , not being 
abletodye: Andin thzendtodye in a body leaprous, 
ſtinking , lowzy , and death to teare his ſoule from him 
with (cabb2s ſtench, and lice, to make it ſuruweit's tor. 
ments, in an eternity of flames . See you not heere fayre 
fruits of humane Wiſdome, Impiety , and Atheiſme ? 

In that of Marizmm,aſoule rayſed above the higheſt 
ſphere of true greatneſſ . a ſoule truly royall , holy, Re- 
1:910us, courteous, mercifull, wife, affable, and endow- 
ed with an incomparable Patience , who as an Eagle 
ſtrong of wing, and courags foaring aboue the ſtormes 
of the world , maketh herielfe miſtreiſe of rempeſts , & 
thunders , which for that they haue ſerued as an exer- 
Ooo 3 cile 
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ciſe of her Conſtancy , and perpetuall battayls for her- 
life, thall chrough all ages, accend the immortality of 
het Glory . - 
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The end of the fourth Booke . 
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The, Fortunate_ Piety . 


ZE haue hitherto beheld aCourt, which 
7/Arather reſembleth Polyphemw caue , the 
[S547 Kings Pallace, to teach Great Ones, 
Q & there 15 no brutiſhnes fo ſauage, wher- 
AXS). ADJ iningratitude towards God, and Vice 
YEP YZ Y doth not precipitate a forſaken ſoule. 
Let vs now ſee, thatas vabridled paſſions, are of power 
to make a hell of a Princes Court, fo the praiſe of pie: 
ty, and other vertues, makeita true Paradiſe. + 
| Bzhold the Court of Theodoſiss the younger, a prin». 
ce, who ſeemed to be borne for nothing els, but toallye- 
the Scepter to Vercues, and manifeſt what royall great- 
neſſe can do,gvided by the rules of piety. It 1s noſmall! 
miracle. to behold a holy King. If God affeted the cu- 
riofity of wearing a ring, as well in effett ; as the Scri- 
pture attributeth to him in allogeny> the moſt agoreable. 
charatters he would engraue therin, were the names of 
good Kings, who are his moſt linely reprelentations, as - 
$,4* 31 +& th ole . 
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thoſe, who wed together, power and goodneſſe, two in. 
ſeparablz pieces of God , but very incompatible in the 
life of man, ſuch the are corruprions of this age. Some 
liue in the world, tran{ported with the torrents thereof, 
and that is weakneſle. Orhers fly the world and 1n flying 
oft times , cary italong with them, & this 15 a mumme- 
ry.Others ſeparate themſelues,as well in bodycs,as affe- 
Rions,and this is Prudence. 

Few are found , who bearing the world on their 
ſhoulders chrough nece{fity, do tread 1t vnder foote by 
contempt of vanity<s. That 1s 1t'which this great Prince 
hath done, whole Court we heere deſcribe : for beeing 
ſeated among people, he hath built a deſert in his hart, 
and ina vaſt Ocean of affayres , he hath liued as fiſhes, 
who keepe filence within the lowd noyce of wauex, & 
preſerue cheir plumpe lubſtance freſh, in the brackiſh 
waters. I go notabout toplace Theodoſius the younger 
in the ranke of the braueſt,and moſt herotque ſpirits,you 
hereafter ſhall ſee more couragious, and warlike; bur [I 
purpoſely haue ſele&ted this hiſtory , drawne from the 
Chronicle of Alexandria, Z onaras,Srzomen, Raderws, and 
others, to teach certayne vaine-glorious people, who 
make no accout, but of thoſe triftling ſpirits, fierce, mu- 
tinous,and vnquiet, ſtampt with the coyne of impiety, 
how much they miſſe of theyr reckoning; ſeing this 
Emperour, with the ſole armes of piety, and modeſty, 
caryed himſclfe in a very long, and moſt proſperous 
raigne,amidit horrible cempeits, which ſeemed ready to 
rent the world: & other raih Princes, who making ſhew 
to ſwallow earth, and ſeas, were drowned in a glaſſe of 
water . 

IT. God made his birth, and education ſingularly to 
contribute to the ſanRity of his life. He was deſcended 
from 
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from Tr4tan, called the good Emperour by ſuperemi- 
nency of worth; his grandfather was the grear 7 heods- 
 f1:,aman, who 1n armes had no ſuperior i preceded 

him,and in piety,no betrer ſecond then his grandchild. 
The Emperour Arcadius was his Father, a moſt gene- 
rous Prince, who 1n the very beginning of the fifth age, 
to wit, the yeare after the natiuity of our Sauiour, fower 
hundred and one, ſaw this Infantriſe as a bright ſtarre, 
atthat time, when heended the courſe of his life; as the 
Poets faigned theſunne reareth himſelfe from the bed 
of aged Tython to 1li1ſtrate the world. His Natiuity was 
foretold by the mouth of Sa1ntes, his moſt render infan- 
cy conſecrated by the deſtruction of Idols, God at one 
and theſame time putting him in the nt1mber of the 11- 
uing and in the ranke of protetors or the Church, by a 
moit remarkable a& of which behold the narration. 
Saint Procopims, a Hermit endowed with aamirable 
ſanctity, illumined with the ſpirit of propheſy , lined in 
the Ile of Rhodes , praying daily for the deſtruction of 
ſome remnants of 14v/atry , which raigned 1n the Ro« 
man Empyre, when by good chaunce two holy Prelats, 
Porphyrins,and lokhn,the Biſhop of Gaza, the other of C'e- 
farea in Paleſtine ,fayling for that purpoſe to Constanti- 
noble, went to loageinthe Hermitage of this holy man. 
He hauing receyued them , with all reſpe& anſwerable 
to theyr qualityes, and entertayned them according to 
the pouerty of the Cell, vnderſtanding, they trauelled to 
the Capitall Citty of the Eaſterne Empyre , of purpoſe 
toobrtaynean Edi from the Emperour, abſolutely to 
deſtroy the Temples of 1dols,and bridle the inſolencyes 
of Pagans,who ſtirred withſo much the more boldneſle, 
as the drouping faintneſſe of the gouernment of theſe 
times, promuſed them 1mpunity, he was infinitely com- 
Ppp - forted, 
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forted, toſee ſo great perſonages vndertake ſo worthy 
a worke, and God then prompting him theſe wordes, he 
ſfayth: Courage Fathers, The glory of this Conque#t is dey to 
your piety : Go Houtly to Conſtantinople, ad acquaint the 
holy Biſhop S. Tohn Chryſoſtome With this deſagne , reſol- 
wing to exccute, What he ſhall thinke fit. For the reſt, know the 
Empreſſe is nine monethes gone with Child , and that Which 
is more ſhe beareth an Emperor in her vombe : from the CM 0- 
ther,azd th: ſonne who is tobe borne,depend the ex; exinon of 
thi: aff. WIC 

, They very glad of this prediction, left the good 1c7- 
wit Proczpius, and 1n ten dayes arrived at C onstantinople, 
where preſently they v ifited S. [ohz ChryſoHome,who re- 
ccyued them with much reſpect and very great conteut- 
ment. 

III. The atfayre being put into deliberation, the 
Biſhop of Conitantmople ſaw well , that the Empreſſe 
might therein much aſfiſt , and that God ordinarily v- 
ſeth the piety of women to aduance the affayres of Re- 
ligion. Notwithſtanding he durſt not prefent theſe two 
Prelates to her, fearing his recommendation might be 
preiudicial:for he very lately had ſharpe difference with 
the Empreſle. It was Endoxia, a woman of a great ſp1- 
rit, and who naturally loued yertue, as milke1n her 1n- 
fancy :but ſhe had a hart extremely haughty, & quickly 
would booftended , if any thing of great conſequence 
were vndercaken againſt her authority. Behold where- 
fore S. Chryſoitome, who was of no plcaſing diſpoſition, 
as one who had a ſpirit alienated from ordinary com- 
plements,ſometymes toward: thoſe of his owne cote, 
reprehending her openly at many encounters in the 
point of glory, wherin ſhe moſt defired to be foothed, 
rayled her indignation to the cloudes , | 


She 
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She was ( as yet)1n the height of her paſſion againſt 

him, and therefore he 1udging it ro ng purpoſe for him 
roſollicite her,cauſed the cwo Brſhops to be preſented 
by the meanes of one called CAmantita, an attendant of 
E1doxia's chamber ,a very wiſeman, and of great credit 
with his Lady: ſhe who knew her child-bed r1me ar had, 
gaue very free accelle to religious men , as hoping ail 
good ſucceſſe by helpe of theyr deuotions; and ſeeing 

theſe two Biihops, were very particularly recommen- 

ded to her by © Amantius, in quality of perſons endowed 

with a very eminent ſandity,ſhe was vnſatisfyed till ſhe * 
had ſeene them, and hauing moſt courteoully ſaluted 
them,exculing her bigneſſe with child co haue hindered 
her paſſage to the doore for theyr reception according 
to 6 vſuall practiſe towards perſons of theyr worth; 
ſhe forbare not moſt affectionately to conure them 
to 1imploy their molt feruent prayers , to obtayne of 
God a happy deliuery for her. 

The bolly Biſhops, afrer they had wiſhed her the 
child-birth of Sara,of Rebecca, and Saint Elizabeth , be- 
gan to declare the cauſe of theyr voyage , vnfolding in 
very expretle termes the indignity of this 1dolatry , the 
infolency of Pazans, the contempt of things ſacred, the 
oppreflion of people,the lamentable milſchiefe 1t would 
be to behold the worſhiping of Idols ſtill to flouriſh, 
which to aboliſh the Sautour of the world had ſo much 
ſweat, ſo much wept, and ſhed ſo much bloud; and to 
ſee it predominarte( as it were) inthe eyes of a moſt 
magnificent Emperour , and a moſt Religious Emp- | 
reſſe, who had all the meanes to extirpate it . That in 
ſuch a field the palmes of eternall glory ſhould be rea- 

ed,and that berter they could not ſecure their Rate, the 
bo deſtroying the worke of Sathan, to erect the trophes 
of Ig5vs. Ppp3 Il. Exdo- 
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HI. Endoxia taketh fire, being thereto otherwiſe 
well inough diſpoſed, and aromiſhck rorecommend the 
buſynelle to the Emperour , to obtayne the diſparches 
they required for their better contentment . The Biſh- 
ops retyre1expetting the effe of this promiſe. Thel+- 
dy fayleth not to offer her requeſts, and ſtrike the ſtroke 
with her beſt dexterity But Court atfayres proceed not 
alwayes on the ſame fe-t, which the defires of the zea- 
lous mooue vpon : ſhz tindeth a Counſel] in theſe retar- 

» dations , wio thinke it to no purpole to rowle ſuch a 
» ſtone. That Idolatry ſhould be Joke to bury it (elfe, and 
® at leaſure dreiſe 1ts owne funeralls . That the meanes to 
® ruine 1t,15 to remoue the heads of the SeRt,from all kind 
» of honours , and publike dignityes: to forbid theexer- 
» ciſe of (uperſtition and conuenticles , which they make 
» 1n priuate houſes ; to ſubdew Idolacours , and burne the 
» (as1itisfayd ) witha fofrt fyre; that the demoliſhment 
» which ſhould be made of choſe great Temple of Idolls 
» whichyetremayned,would make much noylſe , & yield 
x licle fruic; that this might chruſt rebellious ſpirits into 
» manifeſt deſpayre; and 1n word it was feared ,it might 
» bea meancs toturne the coyne of theEmperours cofters 
» another way , whodrew a good round reuenew from 
» the citty of Gaza, which even at thattyme was 1n hand. 
The confideration of the intereſt , which euec hol- 

deth ( as it were) the Aſcendent in the ſpirits of men, 
tranſported at that time the beliefs of = Empreſſe , 
who would no further proceed in this purſuite. Shs 
cauſed the Biſhops to be afſemblzd , ſignifying to them 
how hauing treated this buſyneſſe with much fidelity, 
and follicitude , ſhe could not find the Counſell diſpo- 
ſedto this reſolution; that they muſt haue patience, and 
{uffzr the frur to ripen, before it be gathered . . 
_* V.. Ther- 
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V. Thereupon Porphyrius Biſhop of Gaza the princi- 
pall Agent, as being the moſt intereſſed, well percey- 
uing the Empreſſe, had not yſed the vtmoſt of her cre- 
dit, ſayth to her, inadiſcreet, and eftetuall manner : 
Madame , that your Mairity may not feare ſeriouſly to em 
ploy your endeaucur , to the buſyneſſe nov in queition; 1 pro- 
m'ſe you inrecompence, thit God vill gimme you a Sonne , which 
you b:are in your bo1y, and that quick'y you 5hall ſee it to ſay 
the ſcepter by yaur fiates . 

Women defire nothing more then to conceyue male- 
children, & eſpecially when it concerneth eſtabliſhing 
of houſes , they paſſionately loue their Sonnes. Endoxia 
who notwithſtanding all the forcible wordes of Porphy- 
ris, had before not vndertaken the affayre bur ſlezghtly, 
ypon this promiſe madeto her of a male-child , and of a 
Sonne to be Emperour, proteſteth to imploy herſelfe 
wholy therein, and in ſuch manner, that ſhe not only 
would cauſe th2 Idols of 74z4to be thrownedowne to 
the ground , and abſolutely raze the Temple ; but that 
(which was not to be expected from her zeale ) the ade 
deth , ſhe will build 1n the place of the Temple (it being 
demoliſh?4 ) a moſt magnificent Church . Porphyrius 
thanking her for fo much Fauour , taketh leaue toretyre 
to his lo iging , atrending the effet of the good mans. 
Prophely . 

Eudoxia fayleth not in few dayes to be deliuered of- 

a fayre Sonne, who 15 our Theodojius the younger as. 
ſoone as he beginneth to breath ayre , behold him coue- 
red with royall Parple, declared Auzuſtur, with inten- 
tion to aſſociate him the yeare following to theEmpyre 
of his Father. All the world was powred into 1oy at the 
birth of this Infant, there was nothing bur ſportes , 
largeſſss , & pubjique alacrityes ; ſo much happyneſſe 
Ppp 3 they 
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they promiſed themſelues from this little Theodeſins, in 
whole Infancy already were ſcene all hopes of the pu- 
blike to bud. TheEmpreſlefeauen dayes after her deli- 
uery, ſhewing herſelfe very gratefull ro God, cauſed the 
Biſhops to be called , and receyued them at her cham- 
ber doore , then holding her little Theodo/us couered 
with a royall garment in her armes . Fathers (ſayrh ſhe 
to them) behold the fruit of your prayers; blefſe the mo- 
ther , & her Infant: The bowing her royal head, vr der 
the hands & benedi&ion of the Biſhops , the preſenteth 
to them the fruir of her child-bearing to be marked with 
the figne of our redemprtion,which chey prefently did. 
The good E mpreile hauing made them to fit downe: 
Well then (fayth ſhe) what (hail wedo tor diſcharge of 
our promiſe? Porphyrias taking the word, relateth ro her 
2 dreame, he had the night before vpon this ſubject: 
Which was, that it ſeemed to him to beat Gazaa Cuty 
of his Biſhopricke in the Temple of Idolls, named the 
Temple of Marra, and that the Empreſle comming to 
him , oftered him: a booke of the Gheſpells , intreating 
him to open it, and read therein whatſoeuer he ſhould 
firſt encounter, and that ypon the opening thercof he 
found theſe wordes couched in the Ghoſpell of S. Mar- 
they: Thou art Peter , and wpon this rocke will 1 build my 
Church, and the zates of Hell |hali haue no power avayast it ; 
and that thereupon the Empreſſe ſhould fay : Courare, 
in good tyme. That (layth ſhe) very well accordeth with 
the deſigne I haue figured in my mind for the expeditt- 
on of our aſfayre. In few dayes (as I hope) the Sonne, 
whome God hath giuen me ſhall be tao wider vpon the 
holy Font of Baptiſme : In the meane tyme prepare 
ſome very ample requeſt, what euer you thinke good of, 
and vponreturne from the Chriſtening, iuſt at your go- 
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ing out of the Church, preſent it confidently to my 
Sonne. I will inſtru him , that ſhall carry him in his 
armes, to take it, & do what then ſhall be needfull .Whe 
heis returned to the houſe, I will do thereſt, & hopeſo 
much from the mercifull hand of God, that we ſhall 
haue all we defire. The Biſhops aſſembled, fayle not to 
reſent their requeſt, cauſing therin to be inſerted , not 
only the deſtruction of the Temple, but alſo many pri- 
uiledges and immunityes in fauour of their Churches. 
VI. Theday of Baprtiſme being come, all the citty 
is adorned, and hanged 1n ſuch ſort, that it ſeemed a 
a litle heauen, where the ſunne, and ſtarres ſmiled out of 
their houſes. The Infants caryed in ſolemne pompe to 
the Font, waſheds, and regenerated with the water of 
Baptiſme, by the hands of S. Toh Chryſoftome, who gaue 
him thename of Theod:/15 his grand-Father, and then 
adopteth him for his fpirituall child. Bapriſme ended , 
they went out of the Church in very good order : The 
Princes,and Lords of Court glittered 1n robes of theyr 
degrees as ſtarres, the Court of guard was in very good 
equipage, the numver of thoſe who attyred in white 
bare burning tapers 1n their handes, was fo great, that 
they ſeemed to cquall the ſtarres in the skyes. The Em- 
peror_Areadius was there in perſon ,appearing that day 
with a moſt fingular Maieſty, as he who had given an 
Emperour to the world. Nzere to the Father, the litle 
Theodoſius was caryed, who drew teares of 1oy from all 
the people. 

The Biſhops Porphyriusand 10h5n,beheld this goodly 
proceſlion topaſſealong, and 1n the meane time ſpied 
their opportunity. They fayled not to aproachneere , as 
the Empreſle had inſtructed them,& witha lowly obey- 
lance preſgnted theyr peritis to the Infant . The Gentle- 

| man 
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man, who bare him 11 his armes, receyued it, and ope- 
ned it, as if he would make the litle 7 heoau/mms to readir, 
afterwards skilltully guiding him with his hand , he 
made him bow his head, ypon which he cryed out aloud | 
ſpeaking to the Emperour, who was neere. Sacred Mae- 
Hy, our litle Maitter agreeth unto all theſe gocd Prelates haue 
asked of him: and in ſpeaking this held the _ tion ypon 
his breaſt. The people credulous, and dcefirous to flatter 
the E mperour, thinking the Infant had maae this incli- 
nation of his owne motion , began at that inſtant to 
thunder with lowd acclamations of ioy , congratula- 
ting with the E mperour he had a (onne, who through 
forwardneſle of iudgment , allready receyued Per- 
tlons., 

As ſoone as they were come to the pallace, the Mo- 
ther who had contriued all this hiſtory , made it to be 
read to her, ouer, and ouer, asa thing the had neuer 
thought on before, and ſtraight wayes commandeth1n 
the preſence of the Emperour, to open the petition on- 
Ce againe. There was tobe read the deſtruction of the 
Tewple Marra, & many immunities which the Biſhops 
earneſtly demaunded . The Emperour knew not to 
what fide toturne him , well knowing he had very la- 
tely reze&ed this ſuite at his Councell-table , reſoluing 
with himſelfe to refuſe 1t the ſecond time: Bur the bat- 
tery was too forcible. Eudoxia declared it was an 11] pre- 
{age to anull the firſt ordinance her ſonne had made, by 
a kind of miracle, in ſuch in age, ſucha habit,on {uch a 
day,and among ſuch thoures of the people: I know not 
who could haue refiſted ſuch ſweet violences . 

CArcad:u4 willing, nilling, was conſtrayned preſent- 
ly to figne the petition, without reſtrictio, or modifica- 
Uon;and which 15 more, to conſticute expreiie commul- 
lioners 
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fioners for the execution thereof, who fayled not ypon 
the yrgentſollicitation made by the Empreſle, toraze 
ths Temple of Marna, and build a molt itarcly Church 
in the place , Behold how potent , and rel1g10ufly cun- 
ning women are, when they addi themſclues to good. 
But God made all theſe paſſages conduce to the glory of 
his wellbzloued Theodoſius , willing that Hell ſhould 
howle, and tremble allready vnder the feete of an In- 
fant, who was no more then borne, to make him one 
day dreadfull toall the powers of impiety . 
| VII. The 1oy theParents conceyued for the birth 
of Theodoſius was notlong; I know not through whar 
miſchaunce , Eudoxia conteſted agayne with S. Chryſo- 
_ #ome, wpon a willtulneſle, as forcible in the purſuit, as 
ynfortunate in the 1ffue: for it ſteeped the remnant of 
this poore Princeſſes dayes 1n bitter diſtaſts, and head- 
long threw her into a death, difauantageous to the repu- 
cation of her life: To teach great ones, and abuue all La- 
dyes, to bridle theyr paſſions, and neuer to oppole the 
authority of the Church. The Myrters of Prelares, are as 
the Crownes of the Kings of Fzypt, they carry Aspicks 
whi.h inſenſibly ſting thoſe, who too neere approach 
with intention to ofa them, hauing Juſtice on theyr 
fide . 

It wasa ſhamefullſpettacle, for Chriſtianity to ſee 
vpon this great Theater of the world,a Woman conteſt 
with a Biſhop , and hazard her reputation againſt the 
moſt eloquent tongue of the world. This Princeſſe was 
ardent in any thing ſhe enterpriſed, and made all affay- 
res dauncs to the tune of her intentions; ſhe ſo power- 
fully wrought the __ that they aſſembled a litle 
Councell of Prelates paflionate, and plyant-to her wall, 
Who palled a ſentence of condemnation a gainſt Chryſo- 
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Fome wnder pretextof aſcrowlecharged witha tedious 
contexture of calumnyes, inuented againſt this holy 
Prelate. Eudoxia would free herſelfe, & to giue content- 
ment tothe pzople, it behoued her to proceed therein 
with ſome colour of Iuſtice. Behold him baniſhed into 
Bythiaia; Itwas a bold a&, to teare out of the throne of 
Con-tantizoplc,a man, who filling the ſayles of eloquence 
as ealily mooued the people, as windes do the ſands of 
Ly9ia, which fourre at their pleaſure, 

The people of Coni#tantinople pared not to murmur, 
as do the waues of a mutinous ſea, & their mutcerings 
were ſeconded with an earthquake , which happened 
there at the ſame tyme : all tended to reuolt, 1f Chry/7- 
Home, had not been repealed from this exile by the Em- 
perours authority . Being returned to his ſea, he altered 
nothing of his former manner, crying out, thundring, 
& violently beating downe the vice, and corruptions of 
that age. And as by chaunce Exdoxia,cauſed a tiluer ta. 
tuc to be dedicated to herfelfc in a publike place, at the 
conſecration wherof many ſports,daunces, & diſorders 
were vied; this gaue him new occahon toſpeake, which 
ſo vexed the Empreſle, that ſhe reſolued to ruine him , 
whatlocuer it coſt her. 

Aroadins ſhewed himſelte alittleſoft,8& obſequious 
to the humour of his wife, who ſpared no wyles, inuen- 
tions, credit, nor violence, to bring her enterpriſc to 
paile. She came in the end (ynhappy as the was) to be 
as proſperous,as ſhe withed in this purſuit. $. John Chry- 
ſoftome 15 exiled toGnrufſaa Towne in Armenia, which 
hath nothing more remarkablein it , then to haue been 
honoured with the baniihment of this worthy man. 
Heſwallowed ſo many toyles, & incommodityes 4n this 
exile, thay there hg left his ife, the more to uluſtratethe 
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glory of his death . Divers prodigyes happened at Con- 
H1ntinople, as meſſengers of the anger of Heauen,armed 
for reuenge of this wiuſtice; Among others , a violent 
ſtorme of hayle, which much aſtoniſhed all the Citty, & 
foure dayes after Eudoxia dyed in child-bed , hauing 
long endured many bitter throwes . It 15 held, her ſepul- 
cher ſhooke, vntill ſuch tyme the body of the Saint, ca- 
ryed in triumph through Con#antinople , ſeemed by the 
preſence thereof, to fixe her tombe , who had furniſhed 
him with ſo many diſturbances in his life. 

The E mperour <Arcadiwus , made no long aboad in 
this world, after the death of che Empreſſe his wife, & 
S. lohn ——_—_ behold him ſurpriſed with a mala= 
dy ., which he prefently knew to be (as it were) a fore- 
runner of his death . After he had ſetled the affayres of 
his conſcience, he ordered thoſe of his Kingdome, and 
though he had his brother Honorizs Emperour of the 
Welt, he would-not rely on him for the guardianſhip of 
his Sonne ; all great men are tealous & many tymes dif- 
fident of their own bloud. But he appointed as Tutour 
for his little Thcodoſaus (who then was only eight yeares 
of age ) Iſaizerdes King of Perſia his friend , who depu- 
ted a great Prince named Aztiochwu to eſtabliſh an abſo- 
lute peace with the Emperour , & offer him his ayde , 
agaynſt all pretences might berayſed agaynit his ſtate . 
Artemius a Conlulare man, very wiſe and faythfull, 
tooke the ſterne of affayres in hand , which molt prof- 
perouſly he mannaged, 1n the great troubles, & reuolu- 
tions of the weſterne Empyre. 

VI. Theodofius was left an Orphan with foure fi- 
ſters Flaccilla , Pulcheria, Arcadia, 8 Marina: but aboue 
all the reſt Pulcheria poſſeſſed his hart from his infancy: 
ſhe was thepearle of Princelles, & one of the wileſt wo- 
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men, which euer mannaged the aftayres of a Kingdom, 
She had a ſtrong, and pleating ſpirit, a folide piety, an 
awakned wildome, an incomparable grace to gayne 
harts to her deuots ; her brother madeſuch account of 
her rare vertu2s, that he atiociated her for a companion 
of his Empire, holding her 1n the quality of a Q12ene: 
ſh2 was oazly two years; elder, thza himſ.ife ; the one 
was thirceene , the other fitreene yeares old. In the xy. 
yeare of her ag2, behold her already ſo capable of go- 

ernment, that the was regent of the Empyre, and as it 
were Mother to her Brother. Artemins, who had inſtru. 
&ed her 1n ſtate attayres, could nor ſufficiently admire 
the viuacity of her {pirit, the lolidity of her 1dgement, 
the equity of h:r Coanlclls , and the happineſſe , which 
ordinarily accompanyed her reſolutions. 

She then reſolued ro liue1n a perpetuall Virginity, 
not as ſome haue thought, to take away the 1ealoutly 
of a husband cowards a brother, and ty hold the gouern- 
mentall wayes, wherein ſhe ſo happily thrived; but for a 
meere inclination the had to the loue of Chaſtity. She 
eaſyly perſuaded her liſters to the ſame, who tooke their 
flights to chriſtian vertues , vnder the winges of this 
Eagle. Theſe holy Virgins, to make the offer of theyr 
virgin'ty,the more ſolemne,gaue an Aultar of gold gar- 

niſh:d with pretious ſtonzs ro the Church of S. $955:4 , 

as pre{zaring vpon this monument the incomparable 

treafure of theyr purity, and making humble prayer tor 
the praſperity of thzir brothers Empyre. 

Th infimrely pleaſed Theodor, and the more Pu; 
cheyia reſigned herfelfe to vertue, the more reputation 
ſhe got with che young E mperour . She then begin (e- 
rioully, to make Rel1910n , Luſtice and Peace to flourth 
in th: Empire. And fezing the perſon of her brother was 
(Lil | it, 
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it, which/ought to ſpeake by example toall the word , 
the good Lady imbraced the care of his education, as 
the moſt important piece of his gouernment, 

Firſt, with an admirable witdome ſhe ſequeſtred all 
thoſ: who might cauſe any vices to {]:d2 into the foule 
of this young Prince, well knowing no plague was fo 
much co be fear:d1n th> Courts of great man, as to ex- 
poſe the ear2 of a child,to the hiiſes, and venome of fer- 
pents, which caſt hane 1nto the ſoule , before they hane 
eycs open to behold it She hated, as the ſhadowes of 
Hell, all thoſe ſubtile Artiſts of Fortune, who to conhr- 
mz themfelues in authority , oftzatimes thruſt great 
07e5 1nto vice. and catch them by fenfuall pleaſures , as 
birds are with lyme, to entangle and ſnare them all to- 
g:thzr. Secondly , ſhe procured worthy men to attend 
neere the perſon of the Emperour, who royally might 
trayne him in theexcerciſe of piety, wiſdome, ar mes, & 
letters,as muchas15 neceſlary for a King. 

Sh: herſelfe, who was well verſed in the Latine, & 
Greeke tongue, and no whitignorant of the precepts of 
the wiſe, often diſcourfed with her brother ; That God 
wo made Kings, had charged him with a crowne, the 
more to obhge him to be the beſt man 1n his Empyrez 
thatif ha would gloriouſly-raigne, he muſt begin by the 
ſway of himſeife;That by ſo much the more he ſhould 
acknowledge the dependence he had of God,to be vn1- 
ted ro him 1n the quality of an inſtrument, ſo much the 
more he ſhould commaund over men; That our ſoules 
were as th mirrours of-the Diainity, which by how 
much th: more pure, ſo much the more were they dif- 
poled to receyue the rayes of wiſdome to rheyr benefit; 
That vices 1n meane men were vices, but in the foules of 


Kings they were moſters; That if he wquld raigne nr” 4 - 
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pily,he muſt eſtabliſh his throne ypon two columnes of 


» Diamond, Piety and 1nticc;the one would giue him to 
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God, and the other would give men to him. Moreouer 
ſhe exhorted him,to make himſelfe of an eaſy, & open 
accelle to the neceſlityes of all , who ſhould proſtrate 
themſelues at his feete; To beare very much reuerence 
to perſons ecclefiaſticall acuauncing the artayres of re- 
ligion with all his endeauour; To be very merciful to. 
wards the poore,and ſicke. To gayne the harts of all his 
ſubiects by i{weetneſle, therin 1mitating the ſun , who 
neyther breaketh doores, nor windowes, toenter into 
houſes, but penetrateth very peaceably with the benig- 
nity of his tauorable beames. To conclude ſhe often re- 
preſented the examples of good Princes, as of Ceſtan- 
zine the Great,and of his grand-Father Theodoſius , who 
becauſe they tooke a happy way, had on earth enioyed2 
moſt Bleſſed Kingdome , and immortalized themſelues 


in the memory of men, with much aduantage reaping 
whilſt they liued, the firſt fruits of the glory , of which 
they now 1n heauen haue an ample fruition. On the 
contrary , thoſe who deſyred, to haue theyr paſſions 
raigne, with, & aboue the,in theyr thrones, were 1nuol- 
ued 1n a brutiſh lite, & extreme calamities, purſued with 
the execration of poſterity, and torments of eternity. 


The Bleſſed Pulcheria , with ſo much grace , did 
make theſe good inſtrutions diſtill into the Rule of her 
Brother, who was allready naturally diſpoſed to the 
purſuit of good, that he tooke therin vnipeakable con- 
tent, and reſigned his hart to Be handled as a ſoft PIece 
of waxe in the artfull hand of ſuch awiſdome.Notwith- 
ſtanding as 1t1s a matter very difficult, ſo' to baniſh vice 
from Princes Courts, that there allwayes will not be 
found ſome wolfe couered with the skinne of a ſheepe. 

Amongk 
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Amonegſtthoſe who guided the youth of Theodefius,there 
was a certayne man, called Chryſaphins, a ſupple, and 
crafty (piri1t, who too farre inhnuating himfſelte 1nto the 


fauour of the Prince, caſt in the end ſome blemith vpon 


this fayre foule , and made worke inough for Pulcheria, 
as we ſhall ſec hereaf:e-. But at that time all was very 
peaceable : Puicheria repleniſhed the hart of her brother 
with wiſdome, the Court with good examples,the Aul- 
ears with vowes , and the world with benefits. And all 
ſo proſpered 1n her hands thatit ſeemed the golden age 
foretold to be vnder the gouernement of a Virgin,was 

returned to the world . | 
X. The Emperour was now arriued neere the li- 
mits of his twentith yeare , and it was now thought ve= 
ry expedient,to tye him in the bonds of a chaſt mariage, 
to which he ſhould bring the innocency of an age, bred 
eyther 1n the contempr, or 1gnorance of vice. Pulcherta 
caſt her eyes , both within, & without the Kingdome, 
to finda wife ſuteable to his hamour,at which tyme the 
prouidence of God that guideth our les , & affayres, 
gauean admirable teſtimony of his authority, leading a 
mayden pooce, vaknownre, needy {as by the hand) firft 
to. Con#tantinople , afterward to the mariage-bed of the 
E mperour. So many Queenes , and Princeſles affeaing 
this alliance, and euery one promiſing it ro themſelues , 
flattered their hopes thecein,at which tyme to the won- 
der of the world , God cauſed the lot to fall vpon a hilly 

creature. | 
Leontius a Paynim Philoſopher , bred vp in a poore 
cottage, had one only daughrer,whiah at that time was 

as a dyamond hidden in a dunghill, no man knowin 

the worth thereof; God drew 1t from this darkeneffe to 
make ir glitter m the prime Courtof the world, —_ 
| TAC 
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the admirable Athenars , who was ſingularly priuiled. 
ed from heauen , with beautycs of body , but incom- 
parably —_— with guifrs of the mind . Her Father 
1nſtruted her from tender yeares, and enabled her in 
Philoſophy , Rhztorique, Poeſy , and thz other Artes , 
wher with vſually they area !orned, who are ingenuou- 
ſly bred. This mayd hued by learning , as the Bee by the 
dew , & all her pleaſure was to ſtudy , thereunto inui- 
ted by two powerfull moriues; ft che feruour of her 
ſpirir , ſparkeling like a flaming wheele; and ſecondly 
ambition of ſexe, which made her defire to tranſcend 
men in their beſt facultyes . That which the Poers haue 
faygned of Pallas is a fable , bur he that ſhould behold 
Athenas might ſee a true Pallas. Ir ſceme] ſhe was lome 
Intelligence, who had left thz heauenly Orbes, ro come 
to bz enchaſed 1n this beauteous body, & conuerſe with 
men. It was ſayd her Father well read in the knowledge 
of ſtarres, foretold the good fortune which ſhould hap- 
pen to her, & that making his will, helefr all his wealth 
to two Sonnes h- had, to wit, Genas, & Valerius , ma- 
king no metion of his daughter ſo much beloued, wher- 
at ſhe being lad ; Let Heaucn alone (layth he) dearc daug'n 
zer , your Fortune will be good , more (ball you haue then your 
ebrothers. 

Thus, man is often pleaſed to mixe the verity of hi- 
ſtoryes with ſome fable , rogiue reputation to the pre- 
ditions of cMHathematicians , as if the ſtarres had ſome 
power vpon that which abſolutely dependeth on the 
Fotare of God; or, as if one muſt itudy much in the 
booke of the Planetts, to ſay, that a Mayd brightasa 
Starre, and wiſeas Minerua, was to come to great for. 
tune, Howlſoeuer it be, as foone as her Fathers eye was 
ſhuc, the wicked brothers, greedy as Griphons , wel 
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their ſiſter moſt inhumanely. Intereſt, had neyther eyes 
for the beauty , nor cares for the eloquence of Athenais: 
behold her deſpoyied , and driuen from her Fathers 
dwelling , 1nforced to reryre to the houle of a poore 
Aunt ſhe had in the Cutty of Athens. 

XI. She muſt make this ſhipwracke to arrive to a 
good heayen: the were loſt, had ſhe not had ſucha loſſe. 
This Aunt gaue her notice of another Kinſwoman in 
Cor:#.1ntinopic , they both refolue to vifither, & mediate 
ſomethiny by her meanes . Behold they are now 1n the 
capitall Citty of the Empyre, not well knowing who 
brought chem thither: bur God who was their guide ſe- 
cretly contrived this worke. The good Kiniwoman of 
Contt2ntinople competently enterrayneth and lodgeth 
them, very. glad the mighrexercife her charity on a crea- 
ture ſo well deſeruing. The Citty was much pl:aſed 
with the gratious acceptance Pulcheria gaus to all affhi- 
ed perſons , & the iuſtice jherendred to all thoſe who 
were opprefled by violence. 

The good women couſins of Athenair,thoug ht they 
ſhould not do amifſe to complayne to the Princelie of, 
the wrong ſhe had receyued from her brothers, & efpy- 
ing their opportunity,th-y both rooke hera long with 
them ; It was not now needfull to beg much the tauour 
of admitrance ,the mayden bare her letters of recom - 
mendation on her forhead. Prulchrria at her entrance 
was dazeled with the brightnelle of her aſpect, & when 
ſhe began to vnloote her rongue , neuer was Syrc, ſo at- 
traciue withy ſonges , as ſhe with words . Pu cheria not 
only heard with patience, but greedynetle, ſtill fearing | 
ſhe would make an end'of her diſcourſe, fach pleaſure 
ſhe therein tooke: many queſtions ſhe asked her, aud a- ' 
boue all very. particularly enquired of her kinred , how” 
Rrce | tho 
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ſhe had been bred, & whither ſhe were a Virgin : which 
having twdicioully acknowledged according to her de- 
fire , the put the buſynefic1nro ({u{pents , to heare1t a- 
gayne ſom: othzr tyme , by the courſe of audience ord1- 
narily given, and from chat tyme the had a ſtrange de- 
figne 11 her hart, ro make her wi. of che Emperour her 
brother . 

Poiititianr, who will meaſure all things by their own 
elle, & pen-trate 1nto the purpoſes of the whole worid, 
wudged this manner of p; occeding was a great dilcrett- 
onN1n Puliieria , euer d tirous to ſwiy and pofleſſe the 
ſpirit of her brother. She forefaw 1t he maryed ſome 
great P-1nceſſe, ſhe might bring with the tytics aud 
crownes of her aunceſtours, pride and diſdayne into the 
houſe , and that ſo many Aijhances as the might have, 
might diuert Theodsj4-44 his mind on many obiects that 
ſhe being of high extraKion, would rule without a com- 
panion, & therfore1z was bercer ſtil, to hold the higheſt 
place in the gouernment; That the ſhouid make choyce 
of ſome vertuous & hancſome mayd, though of meane 
parentage , to frame her , as her creature, ditpoſe of her 
Where ſhe beſt plealed,and then laſt of all contorme her 
to her own will. . 


Thus many iudged of others intentions , by their 


owne diſpoſitions . But it 15 much more likely Puichcria 
a creature whojy celcitiall, guided herl.lte by other 
motiues , thc honour of God, Piery, Peace, and h-r bro- 
thers contentment; He already had tignifyed to her , he 
would not captwate himſ}fe 1n an enforced , and cere- 
mon1ous mariage, and that he gdefired no other portion 
wich the woman he ſhould marry bur Vertue, & beau- 
ty; which was the cauſe the Princeſle ſuppoſed , this 
mayden was hcly ſent from heauea un the ryme he was 
1n &eaty of mariage. 4 EOS She 
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She fayled not, ro make relation to her brother con- 
cerning an Mthenian mayd , who was preſented to her 
yponaluitin Law, which ſhe commenced agaynſt her 
brothers that vnworthily bad vſed her; and was indeed 
the moſt beautyfull, innocent, and beſt {paken crea=- 
ture, which might be found throughout the whole Em- 
pyre . She thereunto added no other thing ar this tyme; 
It is 1nough to put matches to the fire without com- 
maunding them to burne. Theodoſuus vpon the report his 
ſiſter made of this incomparable beauty , asked if there 
were no meanes to ſee her : Pulcheria an{wereth , ſhe had 
giuen day to heare her cauſe ,The Emperour, whether it 
w-re he vied not tobe preſent in ſuch audiences , or 
whether he would heare her ſpeake to her owne ſexe 
with the more naturall propriery,fearing he ſhould giue 
her roo much reſpeR , if he preſenced himſelfe in iudge- 
ment , made his ſiſter to ſitin the tribunall , him(clfe re= 
ſoluing to ſee all that ſhould paſſe through a ſecret win- 
dow prepared for this __ | 
XII. Arhenas. tayleth notto come on theday, and 
houre afligned, to plead her cauſe : Then was plainly to 
be Grants Empyre, which humane beauty , & an elo- 
quent tongue, haue ouer earthly powers. The confident 
mayd hauing allready broken the ice, when firſt ſhe 
ſpake to the Princeſle, ſpeakes now to her with much 
liberty. Madame , I ſhall haxe cauſe to loue my ſhipwrack all 
my life time ,ſince it hath ginen me opportunity to arrine at your 
feete, as to the port, where all miſeryes are poyred out , to be 
thaungzed mio felicityes. T our Maieiy may ſec, the violence f 
my brothers is great, ſince it hath conflrayned me to vnderta 
WA Voyage, with much teyle, and now preſently to trouble your 
eares vith my complaintes , Which the ſifineſſe of my nature 
should cauſe me to [mother , vere it not they are extorted by a 
| Rrre 2 pover= 
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poverfull hand, which is that of ncceſsity : had my brothers 
graunted me ſo much of my Fathers goods ( Which was meane 
inouzh ,yet for my enablement ſufficient Jone ſole jilly cottage, 1 
patiently would hane ſatisfycd my ſelfe without preſsing theyr 
fortunes. But they hane not lef* me one inch of land , > which 
is mare,hauc drinen me from my Fathers houſe , Where I ener 
haus inhavited, with exceeding much inriuvlity , W1Ch 1 had 
rath-y aifs. male, it bing 19t my intention t9 accuſe my ovne 
bloud,toa which I all\vaycs haue Wi;hcd, as much good, as to iy 
Fife. 

By theyr one [oy inn, 1 hane no other funlt , for Which 1 
ou7ht to br banijhed, aud diſpoyled, but certaine priuiledges of 
nature;Th:y a'lcare vato m: for al'reaſon,that I miy hope for 
a zood fortune , and that it vas (uf,.c ent , eurn inmy Fath:rs 
indzemont . |f imaninary hopes are of pover to d:ſpoſſciſe truc, 
and la\vfl heyres, what may ve heereaftcr exoeel to be ſolid 13 
the world ? As for my ovar part I haue nothing to do With ſuch 
fantaſyes , as they forme to themſelucs , Id fire not great for- 
tunes, but content my ſelf. with that mediocrity my birth hath 
allotted 7 . A little wealth ſhall ſ[affice, to pur me in ſafe card 
arzaynit the accidents cf a neces/tous life , and ſweealy ro ma» 
ure the ſciences , my Father Lfi mc as a ſhare . Heerenpon 
(M 1d a m2)! 25 hum3ly beſecch your Mazesty w/lbe plea. 4 
tove taf im dof this I of firmmr, & if you find it (a5 it 5) irue, 
torend y 1: inlice, Which I muit ſecke 1n your Court, it bein? 
banish:d f am al! the Yorldbeſode . 

She ſpake theſe words with fo much grace . that all 
thoſe there preſent were rauiſh2d therewith , perſecutzd 
beauty neuer wanting compatlion throughout the 
world; every on2 wihh:d her well, ech one became her 
2dnozate ; yet ſome wer? pleaſed ro1importune hr with 

m ny curious queſtions 1a this afayre to pur her vpon 
replyzs, and make her exerciſe the yuuacity of hr ex- 
CClLicnt 
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cellent wit , wherein moſt happily ſhe gane ſatisfa- 
Rion . | 
Theodoſius beheld all this with affectionate tender. 
neſſe; the eye, and tongue of this creature mutually di- 
vided his hart; at one and the ſame inſtant Love ſurpri- 
ſed him by the eyes and eares. Prulcheria without making 
any other propotition , promieth all fauour to the ſup- 
lyant,and hauing diſmitfed her, goeth to viiit her bro- 
th.r who had the arrow of chaſt loue iceply fixed 1n his 
hart: reſolutely he ſaych to his good fiſter, that neuer 
woul-+ he haue other wife, than - A:henars. They were 
now vpon the point to proceed 1n the mariage : but it 
was found the was vncapable of that >acrament , bern 
as yet not Baprizes, H-r Paynim Father had bred her in 
Paganilſme better the knew.the Th: 970»y of H. f1od:4, the 
the Genealogy of Ietus Chriſty >etrer Homers 1;ads, then 
the books of th2-/hoſ/veils 3 berter the Avophthegmes of 
Pyt94zoras , then th commandements of God. 

All che Cource which had been raptin admiration 
with her pleading , was much bene Fo lee {fo fayrea 
ſoule drencitin Infidelity; ſome ſeriouſly treated with 
h:r, about hr conuertion . Arric45 the Parriarch of Cop- 
Hntinovle imployed himlelfe thereinyto the vemoſt of 
| his pawer; Pau! a great fauouritz of Thoodoſige , who 
was now, vpon {ome tearmes of1ea!ouſy with him, by 

ccation of alare accideat, mage him(ſ-lfz (as it were) a 
prime agent 1a this mariage, feing his mayſter aFeted 
it ſo ardently. And being well rein diuine , and hu- 
mane l-araing , beyond the profethon of a Swordman, 
& moſt eloquent toexplicate him(eifz, h2 marueylous+ 
fly by his conf-rence aduanced thz conuerhon of Athe- 
n1j:. In the b:zinning ſhes was ovſtinare 1n Pagan do- 
arine, aud fort:ftyed herſeite vpon ail propoltions, 
Rrr 3 with, 
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with Homers 11jads , which ſhe alleaged , as her Ghoſ- 

ell ; and when the great indecencyes were opened to 
| bee: which this Poet actributeth ro theſe Heathen Gods, 
ſhe ſhelrred herfelfe with ſubrilityes, as a Hedghog with 
his quilis, euading by oblique interpretations , drawne 
from the allegoricall ſenſe: ſo that much a do there was 
to di{arme her. 

In the end God who would hane her to be his, vn- 
ſeeleth her eyes and makes her behold, as 1n the glaſſe 
of a bright murrour , on the one lide the 1mpertinencies 
of Idolacry, and on the other the Grearnetje, Maieſty, 
Verity , Solidity of our fayth. As fooneas the hit refle- 
on b:gan to Fall directly vpon her vnderſtanding,be- 
hold all che wild fancyes of her opin19ns , were ſcatte- 
red, to giueplaceto the ruth : acuer any {oule more {a- 
uourly tated its conuerhon , n-uer any creature more 
affectionately refſented the ve;:eft of calling to chriſtia- 
nity: the bathed herſelfe in the knowledge of our myſte. 
rycs,as1n aicaof delights, and 1n thort time became ſo 
$kilifull in th- law , that ſhe wrot 1n Hemers verſes, the 
principall ates of Telus-Chriſt an+4 euen as Mary Ma- 
eda'ea , with the ſame hayre , where with she had wea- 
ued nets for wanton loue, made a towell to wipe the 
fecte of our Sauiour : fo the devour Arhinars contecra- 
teth from henceforth a1] che graces of her wit, & lear- 
ning, which she had nufuſed 10 vanity, to the crophees 
of lefus. She was baptized ar / vy#antinople , with oy, 
& incredible magnificence ,named Endoxia at the holy 
font of Bapriſme , confirmed 1n Chriſtianity,nouriſhed 
with holy Sacramets wherin ſhe was 1nt-rtayned with 
moſt ſenibledeuott6, The Ceremonyes ended, Puiche- 
ria cauſed her to be called , ſaying. 

XILL Emndoxia, my ſofter , it is now time you forget the 
houſe 
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houſe of your Father, and chas you v:1hdrav the ſute aoai; t 
your brothers. God who haih erenmicd yon the life of the ſoule, 
and tight of fayth , hath mazn:fice1tly prourded for the orna- 
ment of your perſon, for he hats) cen you 1 b: the laifull 
.fe ef the Emperour Th-odotius , our #2. ft 1onoured Lord, 
& brother: all is azerecd oa , & ſuth i51ts reſolution »0th;ng 
more rematneth , but your conſcrt » : 

The holy mayd aſtoniſhed at ſuch wordes, covered 
her forhead with the vermilion of thamtaſtnefie &pro- 
ſtrating herleiteat the fecte of Pulcheria, belought her ro 
entertaype he. on-ly 1n her pallace , with her mayds 1n 
the quality of aſeruant , to waſh the feete of others, as. 
A.i:ai/lpake ; but th: more ſhe ſhewed Humility , the 
more ſhe ſcemed recommendable , and 7hcodo/eus , to: 
whom vertueſcrued, as 2 powerfull hooke, was after. 
her conuerlion much more enflamed to loue her. She 
mult yiei he: ferife ro the will of God. Behoid h:r wife. 
of the Emperour, the mariage was tolemnized on the 
7. of lune1n the ycare 421. with all pampe corieſpon- 
dent to the mateity of ſo great an Emperour, & the 10y. 
of ſuch a mariage. 

Her brothers: vnderſtanding the good: fortune 
theyr liſter had, afflited as they were wel theyr owne 
conſcience, fled ike wild men, no man purſuing them. 
But the good Queene conſecrating the hiſt acts of her 
Chriſttaany wich forgerfullnetſe of imuryes, caufcd 
them to returne, and obeayned of the-Emp. ro: for the 
one the gouernment of Saxons, and tor the other a 
moſt honorable place 1n Court, God knowes, the good' 
women, who wth fo much charity had afhſted her, 
were notforgotten; nothing was —— in her, but 
ſ{:,and condition;all the v<rtues, of Humility, Mode- 
ty, Aﬀability remayned with her; and how. much the: 

<1 ” Ion higher 
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higher ſhe was rayſed , ſo much the more ſhe vnderua- 


lewed her perlon , as if ſhe had forſcene the ſtorme,' 


which ſhould afterward aflayle her. 
XV. Haitherit 1s, I call all Noble, and Great men, 


who flatter theyr ſenſuallity by a falſe imagination of 


1mpoflibility in the way of perte&tion, while they abide 
in Courts, and Greatneſſe, in company , and aftayres, 
The Court of young Theedo/ins , was at that time, the 
prime Court of the world , that of the Roman Empe«- 
rour was fallen into Ecclypſe; Thither was the conflu- 
ence of all nar1ons , the ebbe , & floud of great atfayres, 
a profoud peac:.,an abſolutepower to latisfy ali forts of 
defyres, of attra-tuue obiecs, and delights ener ready to 
be reap-d; & in the m:anc tyme what a lifcIced the new 
couple ? What a life Puli4crin, and her lifters What 
Monaſtery more regular, rh2n the Court of this _ 
rour? What Vertue, what Chaſtity , what Sandrty, what 


Devotion, was euer found 1n cloyſters, which hath not 


heere been ſeene, with ſo much the more luſtre , a5 1t 1s 
more difficult to hauea]l yices in power, and all vertues 
in will? If in Religion the firſt account be made of de- 
uotion, which 1s the mayſter wheele of all great ations, 
this Court was as the Tabernacle of the auncient Law , 
which borne amongſt armyes , enuironed with hoaſts 
of men, briſteled round abour with pikcs , & 1avelines, 
euer retayned a ſecret veneration , perpetually had the 
holy fire in Centinell, the yictimes, and prayers 1n Sa- 
crifice 
So the Pallace of Theodoſia amongſt all theclamours 
of atfayres, all the rumours , tumults',. and accidents , 
which vpon one fide and other occurre in a large Em- 
pyre, neuer fo much flackened , as tolooſe the ſweet- 
nefle of prayer , which was-as the Manna theſe Royall 
foules 
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ſoules daily gathercd 1n the deſert, which they hadplan- 
ted 1n the midſt of theyr harts. Pulcheria,as the A=hg, 
goueined the deuotion of all the reſt, by her cov! _\ 
example. Asfoone as breake of day drew the curtayne. 
of heauen, to diſcouer the workes of God , they adored 
the workman, and aſſembling in theyr houſhold Chap- 

ell, ftong the prayſes of God , following therein & 
courſe of the Church-prayers: the whole time was there 
circumuolued 1n compaſſe; The diuine office had the 
firſt fruits; affayres, and recreations had ltkewiſe theyr 
turne: nothing was exorbitant, where all was done by 
weight and meaſure. 

If in Religious life, ſo much eſteeme be had of po- 
uerty, as of walls, and rampares of the citty of God, 
where jhall you find a more admirable pouerty then 1n 
this Court? Is it nota prodigious thing to: be ſpoken, 
that this good Emperor, for whom ſeas, & rivers ranne, 
for whom thecarth opened her boſome with ſo much 
prodigality, for whom ſhe kept ſo many Magazines of 
gold, & filuer within her entrayles, beholding himſelfe 
among the reuenewes of a great Empire, ſo husbanded 
it, for the entertainement of things neceſſary, wherein 
he was euer magnificent, that heſuffered no exceſle in 
his owne perſon? He vſed all his bleflings,as things bor- 
rowed,& ſometimes 1n his owne particular , would not 
permit the expence of his dyet, exceed the valew of the: 
worke of his owne hands. He painted very well , and 
tooke pleaſure,ſo much, as affayres would gue leaue,ro 
delineate the holy ſcripture in moſt noble CharaRers, . 
ſaying to his familiars, it was reaſon fince all the world 
tooke-paynes in his Kingdome, himſelfe ſhould haue a 
trade,and that as others - ſhould learne to dip his bread 
in the {weats of his brow, and his body becing of the 
| Si lame 
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ſamegompofition, which others are, 1t 5 fit toexcerciſe 
theſs abours. Chat ſuch innocency was very faire 
Feort't protulions ,which are made 11: Princes Courrtes 
with theexpenc: of the peoples bloud, a matrer that 
beyond all other burthens, would ſurcharge them at the 
iudgment feate of God. The Emperours titters, to 1m1- 
tate him, had aliwayes theyr workes 1n theyr hany, that 
they m12htleaue no pailage open to 1dleneite. 

It1n Rehg1on Chaſtity be eſte. med hecre the con« 
iugall ſupereminently flouriſhed berwecne T' oa. ſtus, 
and Eudoxii; Virginny 10 Pulcheria and her fifters, Marj- 
za, Flaccilla, Arcadia, was as redolent Ba.me , which aſ- 
cended to heauen 1n a perpetuall ſacrifice. lhe very 
name only of diſhoneſty was norſo much as knowne 
in this pallace yetall things were therein learned, but 
vice and 1d.cnefſe Glaunces of theeye were fimole,and 
doue-like, words pondered, or-'1nary o1fcourſes of the 
imitation of Ieſus- Chriſt, and vertues of $Saintes, ca- 
rages full of reſpet, honour and Maiefty This Chaſti- 
ty abode among the chiefe in Court and was beſpread 
ouer all thereſt by the odour of good example, as do 
the rayes of the ſunne which 1nuolue the whole world, 
_— ener parting from the originall fountayne of 
hont. | 

n If in Religion Obedience be eſteemed, this Court 
was the very modell of well obeying , and commaun- 
ding; thoſe holy ſoules had made a law to them(clues 
moſt exactly to obſerue all the commaundments of 
God. and the Church to reuerence the P:elares of rhe 
ſame,to cheriſh,afiſt,comfort the Religious and all ec- 
cleftaticall Orders with moſt cor.1121l affection , tem- 
pred with holy rzuerence,infuch ſort that the moſt au- 
ere Monks could nutbe more punctual in religious 

. obe- 
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..o bedience,then all of this Court, were.in the gOouern- 
ment of their confciences. God for reward imprinted on 
the Emperors forhead the rayes of his Maicky , which 
made -him ſo much the more awfull, as he leile of PUr- 
pole ſought to make himſelfe ſuch. | 
If in Religious Orders they live inperpetuall excer- 
ciſe of mortification, what life more mortifyed, then to 
behoid ſo much humility in ſoucraingne Greatnefſe,ſo 
much chaftiry in vigorous youth? In an abſolute power 
to doall,{u much retention? [nſo much (cience,ſo muck 
conf{cience?ſo much temperance,among ſo many occa- 
os of deitghts - Beiides the faſts of the Church, which 
were there exactly kept, abſtinence was obſerued on the 
Wedneſday , and Friday in euery weeke. The Empe- 
rour gaue the example, his wife, and ſiſters imitared it, 
ctheyr table was rather a perpetuall liſt of Temperance, 
then a prouiſion of repaſt. It was obſerued , the good 
.Pringe trauelling one day through the heates of Som- 
mer full of duſt, and ſweat, his Court being in great 
ſcarcity of water; behold a Peaſant commeth , who pre- 
ſenteth him witha draughtof coole water in a fayre 
chriſtall glatie he was 1n Vis paſſions ſo mortifyed, that 
as another Dauid, after he magnificently had reccm- 
p:nced che good mans preſent, « gaue it back agayne 
to beſtow where hepleaſed withour once touching it, 
thinking 1t vnreatonable, he ſhould flatter his owne taſt, 
inthe thirſt of his foilowers. He ſometimes ſtole away 
in hunting ,and went to dine with ſome-Hermite, where 
he fed on a litle (lice of mouldy bread , and dranke the 
cleare water of the fountayne, proteſting afterward, it 
was one of the beſt repaſts he had made, for commonly 
it was ſeaſoned with ſacred diſcaurſe , and wholeſome 


counſell; In his apparell although he apeared full of Ma- 
Sil 3 ieſty, 
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ity, according to his quality yet he oftimes hid vnder 

his Royall purple, the old frock , or hayre-ſhirt of ſome 

holy Anchoret. In publique ſhewes he fo abſtayned 

| from gazing, that ( ſecing ) one would have thought 
him blind His vertues wereio much the more as they 
had the lefle of affetation. He was in conuerlat.on 
among men,as a man, and y.t therein preſerued him- 
ſelfe pure, as an Angell. 

If Rehogion be che Hive . where the hony of good 
dotrineis made, Theod?'145 was molt ftudious and w || 
verſed 1n diuinz and humane learning : he oft ſpent one 
part of the night1n ſtudy,chat he might employ the day 
1n h s aﬀfayces: and that which is an aomirable note of 
1afhmce {weerne'le , and facility, rhis good Emperour, 

for whomea thouſand , and a thouſand would baue 
thought themſ:lues moſt happy to pale the night 1n 
warching he for feare of interrupting the ſ|cepe of any 
the meaneſt ſeruant,cauſed by art a mercuaytous lampe 
to be mad-, which perpetually flamed .oyle raning ther- 
vnto by certayne litle patiages.or con tuits, which ealt- 
ly were turned There was no Prelat ſo learned , which 
2dmired not his great promprneile to-repcate by hart 
all the texces of th: Bible: and as for the Quill law , he 
was (o converſant thermn, that he cauſed by his cirre- 
R1on thit nocable booke of Imperiall Conſtitutions to 
be compyled, which to thts day beareth his Name 
B-12tly, to ſhew that Th.:94, 147 1n his Tourt yielded 
nothing at all in perfe tion to the moſt auſtere Hermit- 
tes . Glyras recounteth that a holy Anchoret,who had 
paſſed forty yeares in th2 horror of a dreadfuil pennan- 
Ce, as he one day was toiched with ſome (lz1ght 1magi- 
nations of his owne merit God renealed vnto him that 
an thole forty yeares, hz haddone nothing 1n the veſert 
TY 
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in matter of perfe&10n, which the Emperour Theodejiue 
ha«. not performed 1n this Court . This pur into his hare 


'ſotharpea ſpurre to know the conſcience of the Empee 


rour , that he went dire@ly t:, the Court , where he was 
very courteouſly receyued ; and conhidering with hint= 
ſeife. how th P:1nce was cloathed_ ved, ſerued, hono- 
red , he had mucha co to vnderitand where this perfe- 
&on was 1ntheend one day {peaking ro him apart, he 


"contured him, for Gods fake , to recount ſome good 


workes he did. Theo1oim felt a merueylous trite rn his 
ſouie ,1n the contention bertweene his Humility , ard 
Obedience; Humility ſought to hide it ſelfe; but the O- 
b:dience he ought toyield toa man, why» contured him, 
with lo many bgnes, of peaking 1n the name of God as 


-hedid, and co teſtify a truth preuaylied with him. Af- 


ter he had bewayled his Imperfections , he recounted 
with much modeſty , his prayers, abſtinencyes . almes, 
mortiftications of hayrecloath , and iach hike, and then 
ad-{ed that being ſomerymes enformed rob: preſent in 
the"Theaters, to wit, 111 fports,, and paſtimes , wherin 
the wiſeſt were fpetators with mucllibercy, he atchat 
tyme in fuch manner withdrew his fight, tharnoneof 
thote Leuityesentred into his eyes, fo that amongſt fo 
many horte-races,ſhewes, ofſtents, pompes . and noyle, 
he waz ever in a perpetuall tranquillity. The Hermit was 


fo amazed to heare of tuch' mortification' 6f ſente and 


avpetire, in occaſions lo mouing,that away he went;na. 

furcher preſfuming of limtelfe, bur fingularly eaify<d 

by the life of the'Emp:rour. ur 
If then tm his retyred Jife only , he equalled the-per- 


#Fe&ion of Az r#+rer-; who now'may ſufficiently:valew 
the vertues of a King, which neceſſarily muſt be ſhew'd 


in publike; atter they haue been watered wath che teares 
| : Si 2 | of 
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,of his prayers, and (weetly manured1n.the ſolitude of 
his hart . He was ſo Wiſe, and diſcreet , that all his ai. 
.ons, and wordes remayned perpetually , ;n as iuſt ane. 
quality , 25do the nights , and aaycs vnder the Equing. 
.Qtiall : ſo Mild , that ke not only had a deſire to ſaue the 
liuing , butalfo to rayle the dead : fo Mercitull , tha: all 
the muleryes of the poore, which came to him , went no 
-Further then himlelte : fo Iuſt,thar he mace a golden age 
of his Kingdome: ſo much hath he obliged the Chutch, 
that it ſecmeth his handes wete tataii co oucrthrow all 
the Monſters of Hereſy as are the tu-umians, E:cratiles, 
I accdon;ans, Nouatians, Dunitilier, Netorian:, & other 
ſuch like ; and how much the more he endeauoured to 
aduaunce the Kingcoms: of God, 1n ſtopping all impie- 
tyes withincomparablezeaie, ſo much the more God, 
who maketh Kings to razgne, citabiiſhed his ſcepter, 
cauting the heauenly powers to fight tor him and hol. 
ding the wandes, and tempeſtes at commaund in his fa- 
uour. Wirneſſe the notabie victory he obtayned yu 
Roylas., who hauing pailed Dinuuus , with all the forces 
-of $c;thia, and Ruſs: , came powring like a furious tor- 
'Tent ypon Conitantinople, Go loſtayed this Barbarian 
in fauour of his well-beloued Theodeſime , that he turned 
him into aſhes with a thunderſtroke , and blaſted his 
, whole army by the violence of horrible tempeſts. On 


{the other hide, Barauancs King of Perſia, breaking the 


-treaty of:-peace,, came into the field with innumerable 
forces, to ſwallow the Eaſfterne Empyre . aſſociated 
with _Alamondar the Saracen King , who drew a long 


wihhimnno lefle then one hundred thouſand men, an 


all chis was ſcattered inan inſtant, a Pan1quererrour be- 


ing crept into thediforder of this vaft army Thus ts to 
teach thole , who make noaccount of Prunces,rt they be 


nt 
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not- hoat ſpurres, raſh and many ty mes impiaus,what 
a dCuOut Emperour can do. 

XVII But as there 15 no beauty 1n creatures ſo per; 
fect , which 15 not ſoyled with ſome bi. mith, 1t cannot 
be ueny.d but that this excelient Prince had , as others} 
his defects. Among the reſt he 1s blamed not to haug'y- 
ſe.i ſudicient induſt: y 1n affayres , bur to ſuffer hiaſeife 
th vugh too much facity, to fallintoth complacence 
of others humours He ſometymes higned diſpatches, 
without w-.. examining them through ouer much co- 
fide ce 1n thote who were much conuertaiut abour h:mp 
ani being of a ingular integrity,meaſured all others by 
himſclte. Puichcrr: bis filfier to cor e this negligence , 
reſoiue. one day to draw a tranſaction , in formail and 
expreſſe czar mes, by which 7 he odoſiue gaue , and cons 
hgie. into her hands his wite Eudoxra,to vie , & handle 
her at h<r pieaſure. He without reading the contents of 
the w:1ting preſented ty him, according to his cuſtome, 
let his pen runne , and figned it. Put heria wiicly made 
vic of thi> her graunt: for gently leading the Emprefſe 
into h:r chamber, the there hela her, as a priſoner : The 


, other demaunding the reaſon , this Tranſation was 


produced, tgned by the hand of her husband .The good 

';2ene knew not what to thinke,, and ſhewed —_ a 
q1{poition of offence, then laughter : Natwithſtanaing 
her complaints, ſhe-was held 1n captuunty; and Theods; us 
as5king where the Empreſle his wife was; It was anfe 
wered , the was inthe Princeſl- her uſters chamber. She 
15 in good company (ſayth he) but I wonder what redi- 
ous. buſynefſe can keep them fo long togeather: Go bid. 
her to come hither. He was ſo pathionately aft:ated., 
that the houres he {pane wichaur behalding hes , (ce- 
med yeares vato him. * 
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A gentleman deputed thereto , bare this meſſage to 
Pulcheria: ſheperſiſting in her game, with a ſerious con- 
renance, Gendeck word to the Emperour , he ſhould not 
expe her, and that ſhe was notat his commaund.7hes- 
dojrus was amazed at theſe wordes,and could not ima- 
ine what game his ſiſter meant to play , hauing neuer 
| Aru knowne any ſuch-leuity in her . Hepreſently 
haſtneth into Pulcheria's chaber. And what d-uite (ſaith 
he) is this ſame; where 15 my wife ? The poore priſoner 
ſtrercheth out her hand co him ; Pulcheris oppoſed it, & 
ſheweth ſhe was hers , to buy , andſell, and diſpoſe of at 
ber pleaſure. And as the Emperour admired much theſe 
ſocxtraordinary proceesings , 1n a perſon of his fiſters 
humour,ſhe cauſed him to read the writ.ng, ſigned with 
his own hand: then adding good coifell : Beholu (ſaith 
ſhe) moſt{acred Maeſty , the goodly order, precipitati= 
on, and negligence bring toattayres The holy Empe- 
rour tooke this a. uertiſment 1n good part, and promi- 
ſeth he neuer more would tigne diſpatches at this rate. 
But Fn 0x;4 was vexed at this ſport, 1n g004 earneſt. 
Shz was 1n an cſtare, wherin ſhe would no1locer be ouer 
aw:d, ihe knew the power jhe held vpon her husbands 
hart, hauing already giuen him pledges of h.r frunful- 
nefle, to wit a daughter named Exdoxia, who was mar- 
ryeJ to the E mperour Yalentinian. It much troubled 
her , Pulcheria ſtill retayned ſome ſmall predominance 
ouer her, and ſhewed a ſpirit of commaund : ſhe reuol- 
ued with herſelfe, thather perſon at this tyme required 
another conſideration; that ſuch tricks had heererofore 
been well inough accepted in that ſtate the was, but not 
as now ſhe 15; It 15 to great a game toplay ypon Dia- 
demes . | 
— Theſepetty reſſentments of the point of Honour, 


calily 


[ The Fortunare Piety, $13 
eaſily creep euen 1nto the pureſt ſoules, & who ſeaſona- 
bly ſtops them not,findeth his hart drcchrt in the gall of 
certaine auerhons , which weaken charity. I know not 
what cooling card this goodly game caſt bet weene the 
two Princetles : but from that time the one would no 
longer be commaunded, and the other purſued her or- 
ordinary courſe, which was to commaund. Theſe harts 
formerly vnired, were now vpon breach, which not- 
withſtanding neuer outwardly appeared , fo retentiue 
they were on both {ides. God would exerciſe both, and 

ut them in the furnace of tribulation to purity them , 
and take away ſome pollutions, which by long profpe- 
rityes arecalily contrated . He firſt began with the 
E mpreſle Eudoxia, to whome he ſuffered a moſt ſenfible 
accident to happen, the narratio wherof behold, which 
verily is pittifull. But who will thinke it {traunge to ſee 
Endoxia tallen into the ſiniſter opinion of Theedoſins , 
ſeing the ſame hath chaunced to many Saintes , yea to 


her, who hath borne the ſtidard of all ſanity, the moſt 

blefſed Virgin. 

Vpon = day of Fpiphany,as the Emperour returne 
from Church, with great pompe, and magnificence; a 
certayne countrey man, a ſtanger and vnknowne, bra- 
ke through the preſſe, accoaſterh Theodoſms, who was of 
moſt eaſy acceſle, and preſenteth him with an apple of 
an extraordinary fize , eſteemed ar that time, as a rare 
fruit. The Emperour receyueth ir gratefully, and com- 
maundeth ro giue the good man preſently about the 
yalew of one hundred, and fifty crownes. As foone as 
he was returned to the Pallace, he goes to viſit the Em- 
prefle , and full of ioy giveth her this faire preſent , 
which he had taken of the Peaſant for a great rarity . 
Out alas, this verily, was the Apple of Diſcord, infected 
Tet wath 
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with the breath of the Serpent , which horribly rentin. 
ſunder this ponre Court. 

The z0»d E mpretle, hauing vnderſ.o0/ that Paye 
linns, a creat favourite of Thiiciy, 5, Wain be: nick of 
of the Goute, to pleaſe an! comtori him fent hum the 
apple, not mentioning from wiicme the had receyu.d 
it, Piu/invs was (erzed with fo great 1oy , ſe-ing ſuch a 
courteſy from a perſon ſo eminent vie-: towards. him , 
that the contentm-nt he receyued , at thatiyme Char- 
med the payne of hts Goute. He lo aumueth tins gouuly 
frat that he wdged it worthy of Imperial, han. es,aind 
without much delaying vponar. friutton., hefentitto 
the Emperour, excnfins himſeife through 1ndi{pobit- 
on of hcalth , tharh« was nor hienſcite the m<fienger. 
Theodnh knew the apple. which he very lat-ly had put 
into the Emprefſe hand herurnec 1t on eucry hde, and 
1adged it to be the ſame: thereupon a furious 1ealouly, as 
if it had been breathed from H-Il, began to lay hold on 
this gentle ſpirit, ail the obiects of what was paſt retur- 
ncd to thicken this blacke vapour, to frame a cloud 
therevuf, and reſoluent intoa-ſtorme. | 

It1s true, the Empretie loued P.*x/inws, with a moſt 
chaſt and innocent loue :; one maſt haue had the hart of 
a Tyger nottoloue him: he was a Lord extremely at- 
feated by her husband;It-was he:who partly had drawa 
her from the obſcurity of Gentil}1ſme , by his learned, 
and friendly conferences; he, that had procured her 
Bapriſme; he, that had wrought her mariage ; he that 
yielded moſtfarthfullſerurcero their Maicityes., 1n. the 
chiefeſt charges of the Empyre.. wh-rerm-he had been 
molt nobly employed : all which made him worthy of 


great reſpet, beſides that he wasof a very royall con- 
uerſation, which had great power ouer all thoſe., who 
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treated with him. The good Lady who euer had her pen 
in had to workeſoms piece of her inuetion to the glory 
of Aultars which ſheattected, waspleaſed to:c6municate 
her wordesto Paul/nw , and diſcourſe with him of holy 
things : all theſe conferences which euer hao/byn 1nthe 
honour of an entire reputatis , & which before copoſed 
nothing but hony., were all turned 1ato gall in the hart 
of Theodoſins , by this lamentable 1caloufſy, wherewinth 


| he was poſſeſſed. He inſtantly ſenderth for Endoxia , the 


more dceply to found her hart, demaunding what was 
become of that fayre apple, he had giuen her. The poore 
Princeiſe was ouertaken , agd ſeing herlelfe betweene 
the hammer , and the anuile, I know not what geſtute 
appeared on the brow of her husband , but ſhe well per- 


. ceyued , this fayre ſoule was not in its ordinary fituati- 


-on; ſhe therefore dechning ſuppliantintreaty, thought 


*to'vnderprop her innocenicy: with a:lye, fayzng, ſhe had 


eaten” the apple. Vertue hath nothing to do with the 
veyle of vatruchs to couer it ſelfe, it 1s not her cuſtome, 


- Had she freely told what ſhe d1d with the-trait, as her 


intention was molt fincere , all the:malignity of fuſpi- 
tion would haue been diverted : Bur this fodayne fur- 
prifall alittle altered her wdgement, and all the did was 
toremedy the pallion the ſaw to be enkindled in the hart 
of Theodoſius by the eyes , whichare as the mirrours of 
our (oule . 31 '7 | 

The E mperour vrged her ypon this anſwere: ſhe 
who already was inuolued, tumbled herfelfe further in- 
to the ſnare, and thatſhe might nor feemea lyar , ſware 
by the life , and healch of her husband., ſhe had eaten 
the Apple. He to conuince her of this impudence , 
drew G fatall Apple out of his cabinet; 1? & then 
flowne from your Romacke into my chamber without corru- 
Ly FT 2 prion; 
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ption; behold | hauc found a woner . The Emprefle at 
the ſight of chis fruit endured the ſame Sympromes 
in Innocency , the had don: in Crime. for the becom- 
meth very pale . and was fo confoundcd , ſhe had not 
couraze inough to ſpeake one only word . The 401144 
in aninſtant rety:erh hike lightning, and withdraw- 
eth into his Cabbinet, hauing his hart wholy drencht 
in gall and bitternetſ2. The poore £u4:x:4 on the other 
port powreth herlelf-1nto teares , without comtort, as 
er miſery ſeemed deuoyd of remedy . 

XX. Heerein was arongh tryall which God ſ:nt 
to theſe innocent ſoules, and yet we need nor wonder, 
fince $. Toſeph(as I baue fa1d ' one of the moit perfect huſ- 
bands which the earch euer bare, gaue too much {cope 
to his ſufpitions , vpon the chaitity of her , who was 
more pure then Ang ls. Louz, lealouly, Anger, & Sor- 
row diuided the hart of the Prince 1n the fad retyrement 
of his cabhinet , and drew ſtraunge hghes from him. 
A filly mayd (ſayd he) come of nothing, who was touted 
in the ſtorme,as the tennis ball of fortune, without ſup- 
port, without meanes, without fauour, to haue beene 
preferred before tuch, and fo many Princeſſes, who 
ſought my alliance, rayſ{-d euen to my bed by lawfull 
mariage,to plant diſhonour there; ro haue beene enno- 
bled with a diademe, and negligently pollute 1t by her 
ingratitude ;and Pau/inus whom Þ truſted as my lelfe, 
that he might ſatisfy his defires with all the greatnes, & 
beautyes of my Empyre ( for ail was 1n his handes ) to 

roceed (o farre ,as to attempt the bed of his maiſter? 
Where ſhall we hereafter find fdellity? We-muſtſearch 
foritamong Tartars , and Scythians , for it 1s baniithed 
trom Chriſtianity . 

XX I. It 15 not well knowe who in theſe confu- 
f1ons 
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ons ſuggeſt:d to the E mpcrour this wicked counſell 
todeftroy Prince Paulinus. The ſoule of Theodrſins was 
too tw-et toretolueonan adtſo tragicall, without other 
motion; ſo likwiſe 1t 15 not credible, it ſhould proceed 
from Puicheria, who was 1n affayres more reſerued, and 
euer guided by the rule of Conſcience. How euer it was, 
the Hiſtory ſayth, the poore Paulizus , who knew no- 
thing of that which paſſed, was cured of the goute the 
ſame might, by a very rough, and moſt bloudy Phleboe 
tony, for he was put to death, without any forme of 
proceile: others haue written, he was firſt banithed into 
Cappadociz and there oppreſſed by the tation of his ene- 
myes. O God , what may not depraued Loue do, fince 
fincere Amity cannot auoyd helvinien , atrended'by an 
accident ſo ſtrange ! Some hauelayd , nothing els fol- 
lowed, bur the ſequeſtration of Pawlin:s, and that ſhould 
more pleatingly runne from my pen, which abhorreth 
bloud. but as the ſcripture ſpeaking of Paul, and other 
holy Kings hath not ditſem>led theyr falts, I will not ſo 

paint 7. 94ſt 15 exteriorly that I couer this alperfion. of. 
too much credulity, precipitation, reueng?, in this mat- 

t:r, which proceede.i euen to bloud as the Chronicle of 
Mlexandrisatiurethvs Itis a fearefull example to ſee, 

aſouleſo mild, by the diſturbance ofa pailion, & ſome 

pernicious counſell, tranſported {ſo farre, toreach Great 

Ones thzy.cannot maturely inough conſult in the like: 
occaſions . 

The Farther of this Paulin , had beene high Ste- 
ward 1n che. Court of the Emperour ; Panlinus himſelfe 
from his infancy had beene bred with Theodo- us, parti- 
cipating inall his counſels, and plea ures of youth ;he 
was growns fo high, that norhing but the hand of his 
maiiter could ruine him. Hz lived 1n the reputation of 
p18 a'great 
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a great man, and his -wordes were heard 1n Court like 
Oracles : yet notwithſtanding, behold him, to iatisfy 
izalouly miſerably matlacred,& the glorious {cruices he 
had done to the Crown: recompenc. d witha direfull 
Cataſtrophz. Ir 15 vnknowne why the diuine Proki- 
dencepermitred theſame; Ir oftentimes holdeth the af- 
fayre of the world vnder yeyle & hicnce; but we muſt 
preiume , all which it permutteth , 15 done with Iuſtice. 
When the afflictea E mpretle vnderitood the death 

of Parlinwz,lo ſodayne,and vnexpetted, the welifaw the 
Emperour was tainted with the venome of moſt cruell 
tealuuſy , and that all her apologyes would be fruilcite. 
The poore Lady ſaw nothing about her bur darkenelle, 
fancaſyes, & aftrighiments ; the clocke which {trooke, 
euer ſeeme« to her the laſt moment of lite, yea and thar 
in her opinion ouer flow toend her miferyes ; when her 
ſfoule was able to ſur mount the ſtorme , ſheſayd to God 
withan aftectionate hart .:_A as, God rf Initice, for I dare 
not implore your Me Eyes , Y ou hue wel! touched me o» that 
art, which Was moi ſenſible im mi. Althonnh 1 hadYeene my 
Diadeome thunder itrocke i; by your hand, fal! into duit at my 
fete, if you had taken this _ ature from my feles , hich yu 
h1c alioarded VS AS a pled 7 of enr mariare ; if ll iaft mityes, 
and manners of death , had conſpired a7a31st me , I doubted 
ot alyayes to hane conrare inounh, to beare my ſelfe avoue 
W:24, and 1mpeit . Put what lieht of ſpirit wou!d not be Fc- 
clypſcd, what temver of hart Would 9: ve 10it in fo dloromus af 
fliclions : you hauc lift edm VP,GS thi y ao little children to the 
branches of atrec to make me fall downe headieur,and cruſh me 
W:th a ruine as Ignominions, 4s my fortune Yas eminent . 
Were 1 now vader the poore rooge of the houſe , from Whence 
you drey me, I ſhould be too happy « You haue expoſed me tothe 
midday lizht , that I mizht not be onfortunate , vithout 
making 
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mnkin? all the world vitneſſe of my wre chedneſſe and difarace. 
Andy (my God) you knyy my eyes haut ener been caſt, che 
that neucr arty o:her lone ca'rid intomy tart, but thu of a 
la", full hucband. 11 i better to ſuffer in the inacc. ncy la 
crime: but 't aleaycs is atHing worthy of compatjuen,, to le- 
hold Chaſiity vn 'rort51.y pct ſecuted. T hat poore Innocent hath 
g'ne before me 1916 the other Yorl 1, and hath ſerued as a (a= 
c: fi , for his mayilcrs teatonſy : ht: ſiruices 017/41 n't to haue 
beeu crovecd With [1.03 a recorpence . 11 i my fri wajnip , as 
viitapiy,that hath burayed tim: 77 ſinnes are ſo ercat, that 1 
(41101 do good, but by doinz #!. My Go expiate them | } death, 
and only d: truer mf om the bands (f diſhonenr . 

Thus went the afthicted Turtle mourning in the 
ſolitary retyrement of her hart; the nights w.te yi k- 
ſ»>me to her, ſo much was h.r ſlzepe clogged with diea- 
mes,and fanta'y-s, which with the more horror repre. 
{erited her caiamity : and when the ſun aroſe to bring 
comfort 1n his rayes,to ail creatures, he found the CyC- 
lids of this poore Princetle ail watered with teares, 
which he could not dry vp. | 

XX 1. In the me: time the Court of Therds! ws 
was 11 a lad ſilence: Ic was !10t well knowen what Tra- 
gedy was play<d. Phe Emyerour ſhewea a melancholy 
diffracted ſpirit; The Empiciſe bare th- 1mage ot her 
ſo:ow in her d-1ected countenance. Pyutcher;.: abocein a 

rudent 61ſt mulation , and an admirable aduiſedneſle. 
The ſodaine death of Pau'tmm made 1t to be lufpected, 
there was ſome itraunge accident. Euery one diſcour- 

ed according to his op'n1on. At that 1nſtanet Eudcxia 
was ſe 1: to be remoued from Countell, and mannage 
of attayres,d priucd of Imperiall bed, abandoned by all 
thoſe, who betore adored her; ſhe was dead to:the ciuall 
fe, and onely furuiucd to ſee her owne funcrales It 
: was 
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was thought Pulcheria who was willing to make a ſe. 
queſtration, bur fearing Icaſt her preſence might not 
agayne enkindle the fire couered vnder aſhes, in the 
E mperours hart, to polleſſe it to the prewdice of at- 
fayres,cauſcd the counſell of vndertaking the voyage 
efche holy Land to be fuggeſted to her vnderhand; But 
it 15 morecredible farre, the good Empreſie rooke this 
reſolution vpon her owne motion, for the reaſon I will 
deltuer. 

A deuout Roman Lady, of a Noble houſe , named 

eMelania, who filled the Deſerts, Cuties, Prouinces , & 
E mpires, with her fame, pailing 1nto Paic#tize , there to 
weare out the reſt of her dayes 1n peace , went by Cox- 
Hantinople , and was receyued at the Emperours Court, 
where ſeing Eudoxia endowed with an admirable ſpirit, 
but yet yntrayned to the ſweerneſle of things ſpiritual, 
ſhe endeauoured to giue her a traſt . The E mpreſſe who 
at that tyme was in the proſperityes , and delights of a 
flouriſhing Court, thought ſhe ſhould handle deuotion, 
as a Captayne Philoſophy, and thatit was inough to 
taſt it outwardly. But when this ſad accident, like tothe 
ſteele began to ſtrike on the flint, it made the ſparkles 
Aly out in good earneſt ; ſhe was on fire to forſake the 
Court, where ſhe no longer was what ſhe had been; ſhe 
ſighed after thoſeplaces of the holy Land, as the thirſty 
Hart for the ſtreames of a fountayne. 

I well belieue, ſhe tooke counſell at that tyme of 
 Chryſapiis a powerfull Eunuch , who had gouerned 
Theodofius from his infancy , and was much reputed in 
Court, cloſely countermining the ouermuch authori- 
7 , Which Pulchiria had according to his opinion in af- 

ayres ; but he tooke good heed openly to atfront her ,ſa- 
tisfying himſelfe toa&his part by Exdoxia , according 
0 
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to dire&ions ſhe gaue him. This man yery vnderſtan=- 
ding 1n buſynefles , found it was to good purpole to.re- 
tyre backe , to come onthe better; thatit was neceſſary 
the Empretle ſhould giue way fora tyme, and that her 
abſence would make her the more detired , & thathein 
the meane {pace would do all good offices for her with 
the Emperour , & act his part 1n tyme and place.'Con+ 
cluſtons of the voyage are made, leaue was not hard to 
be obtayned of the Emperour,ſeing his inſtrument Pal 
cheria was thereunto wholy diſpoſed . When it came to 
a ſeparation , which was a thing very ſenſible in minds 
ſolong time, and with ſuch ardour mutually louing,the 
good Erudcx'4, could not refrayne to ay to her husband 
with teares1n hereyes. | | 

Sacred Mateity, I am wpon tearmes to ſee you no more 
in tx World, for which cauſe it fit 1 diſcharge my conſcience; 
Behold me ready to depart not only from the Court , but this 
life tf you ſo ordayne . I ſorroV not for greatucſſe nor delights, 
I haue euer thought , the proſperity of the vorld was a Current 
of freſh water , which looked not backe on any thing , and ha#t- 
neth to pore it ſelfe into the ſalt ſea- 1 only grieuc, that hauing 
brought to your Court to ineftimable Tewells , Virginity, & 
the reputation of a child of Honour ; the one which I ought r= 
ther to haue ziuen toGod,1 dedicated to your Bed, and the 
other is taken from me by your ſuſpition, grounded vpon a ſ0- 

 dayne ſurpriſall of a word ſpoken from a hart perplexed to ſee 
you troubled. Y ou haue cauſed the Prince Paulinus to be put to 


| death, and in doing this ,you haue not bereft me of a loner, 

but your ſelfe of a good and faythfull ſeruant, and God graunt, 

the woyce of bloud accuſe you not before the tribunall of the ſd= 

ueratene Iudge. I hope God Who is the protector of Innocents 

Will one day take my cauſe in hand , and when truth (ball giue 

hight through your ſuſpitions, you at leaſt will reder me the ho= 
un 
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wour which 1 eur onely haue ſought , tobe conneyed into the 
a[bes of my tombe. 

Theodofius knew not how to anſwere her , but with 
the moiſt dew of his eyes, which began todo the office 
of his lippes: a few ſuch words were inough to turne his 
foule toply-turuy. Pwlcheria readily made the ſtop , ſay- 
ing , That which was paſt , could not be recalled, ouer 
ne Af God giueth vs no other power, but of forgettul- 
neſſe, That the Emprefle might1n good tyme go to ſa- 
tisfy her deuotion, and that were ſhe herſelfc Fee from 
the bondage of affayres, 1t would be one of her greateſt 
contentments to beare her company. | 

XXIII. Thus Exdexr/a departed , trauelling dire- 
&ly to Jeruſalem, ani with her the grace and alacrity of 
Court. All Co:z#antinople was filled with ſadnefle , at 
with tyme the playnes of Pa/-#j2e were already com- 
forted with the firſt rayes of this bright day-breake. 
W hereſfozuer ſhe paſled the people ran thither by hea- 
pes to behold her, ſhe was receyued with much applauſe 
with eloquent orations , & all demonſtrations of harts 
affection; and particularly her aproach was much ce- 
lebrated in the Citty of Antioch: for 1t 15 ſayd , the Se- 
nate going out to receyue her, ſhe replyed at an inſtant, 
as ſhe was titring in her golden Caroch, to the Oration 
pronounced before her , and vndertooke to prayſe this 
famous Citty, with ſo much grace, and wdgment,that 
the principall, and moſt eminent of the Citty, rautſhed 
with ſuch courtely , dedicated two Statues ro her , the 


ane of gold in the Senate houfe,as to the Empreſle, the 


other of brafſe 1n theyr library , asto the tenth My/e. 

_ Entringinto [e-xſalem , ſhe was receyued as an 
Angelt from heau3n, bur abone all,the Clergy retoyced 
a ſtay themeant ro make there, well'knowtng rhe 
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Church ſhould thence deriue great ſuccours in its ne- 
ceflityes . Some perſuaded her , Daxid had propheſyed 
ſhe ſhould reedity the walls of Ierwſalem, becaute in the 
fiftenth Pſalme, where theſe words are read , Izrbons vei- 
luntate t4 edificentur muri Hieruſalem , the Septuagint 
haue tranſlated Eu=is, The interpretation was not. az »” 
mille zalthough it were not licterall it had the effe: for 
the pious Empreſle 1n proceſle of tyme, made many 
moſt worthy reparations : There ſhe began cg line, as in 
another world ; ſhe ſeemed to herſelfe to haue caſt from 
her ſhoulders , the burthen of a huge mountayne , ſhe 
now breathed a farre other ayre then that of Courr, ſhe 
had another taſt of things diuine. Allher ſtudy was to 
pray , meditate , and heare exhortations, and ſpirituall 
conferences,toread , and learne holy Scripture , toſow 
charityes that ſhe might reape meritts, to viſit the cells 
of Aacorerts , to ſee how their garments and girdles 
were made, to obferue their manner of Luing, ro multi. 
ply Monaſteryes,to cloath Virgins,to heape vp rel1ques 
togeather, and ſuch like _—_— , 
XXILIIL. Theodoſins wnderitanding her cariage, & the 
good entertainment ſhe had every wherz, thought, it 
+ was the worke of God, who fauoured her Innocency ,8& 
at that tyme the flames of his chaſt loue began to burne- 
more forcibly then euer . He loyed her with a loue min- 
oled with reſpe& of her merit, and compaſſion of per- 
ſecured Innocency: He was pleaſed to haue her ſpoken 
of in priuate , & hearethe life deſcribed ihe lead 1n thiz 
new world . Chryſapius perceyuing him to tzke fire 
in good earneſt, followed his opportunity according to 
promiſe, & one day ſceing the Emperour well lſpoled, 
aduentured toſay. fY- 
Sacred CMaicly« HoWw long veill you deprine vs -,4 
#5 
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ths Saint? Muit needs the deſerts of Paieitine ſo long tyme 
poſſeſſe her to our preimaice ? It is a vonder your Pallace hath 
not beene able to endure a Vertne , Which maketh it ſelf tobe 
ſeenc,heard, and adored in the ſauare wilderneſſes . The poore 
Lady hath well payed for a little ſodayne ſurpriſall of ſpeach. 
Know. beſides ſhe newer hath fayled in fidelity to your bed, and 
heereon I would ſveare vpon the holy Enanzeliits , and exyveſe 
my hand to the fire But God hath already ſufficiently declared 
zi by the ſuquete of her deportments : What i done, is done, we 
cinotre#tore life to the dead; vut we eught to yield honcar to the 
liuing, Which hath unnitly been take from them . It is an oblj- 
gation of conſcience : wo hindrth we cannot ſodainly ſec her 
by yoar ſi4es? Theodoftus anſwereth, It World be my deſyre, 
but thou ſeeit the imp: diment , 1 feare my fifter Will not like it : 
Chryſaphius replyeth : Truly, my Lady you' fiſt: r ouzh1 to 
be ſati:fyed with the abſolute commaundyonr Maicfty gjueth 
her 11 all the affayres of your Kingdome, without attempting on 
the contentments of your Marriage , or the honour of this oocd 
Princejje , Whoſe faults ſhe ſhould rather coner with her royal 
purple, if any ſuch had eſcaped her, but of necefity the ouzht to 
honour her merits ; let me alone, and I will zine her ſatts- 
fattion.. 

Theodoſiies gieth him abſolute commifſion, & there- 
upon, as it15 moſt probable , he aduiſeth che Emprelle 
to returne to ConZtantinople with ſmall noyle, and much 
haſt, & ſo plotteth, thartheEmperour vnder colour of 
going as hunting faw her , {pake to her, treateth with 
her of her returne, which preſently was publiſhed, and 
all the Cirty which paſſionately affected h.r , vihered 
her 1n . B:zhold her arrwed , as if ſhe ha i lowane 1n the 
ayre, and receyued with much honour, and magnifi- 
cence in the Pallace. | | 

Pulcheria amazed at this dewſe, fetteth a good face 
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vpon it, entertayneth her with ſtri& imbraces , con-= 
gratulateth her pilgrimage, ſpeaketh ro her of nothing , 
but Monaſteryes , Croffes,Rel:ques . In the meane time 
very clofely theweth, ſhe d1d not well like him, who had' 
contrived this . 
Chryſapius , imagining he had to do with an imperi- 
ous Mayd , feaſoned frum her youth 1n gouernementr, 
who neuer would forgius him this fault, refolveth” 
to play at faſt and looſe, thinking he had credit inough' 
to do this, by the m-anes of Exu{oxia. For the loue which 
Theode/1is bare to her vpon her returne , was as a Tor- 
rent. which afterit hathalong tyme been reſtrayned , 
breaketh the forced dammes, & with vigorous 1mpe= 
tuouſnetſedrowneth the helds, He was fo ardent & paſ- 
fionate . that hz ſeemed vnab'e to deny her any thing : 
this was the caufe why © 41/api4s , whoſe name1s as 
mu:h., as to ſay, a ſeamſter of 70/4, hauing already made 
a ſeame of his tra-ie,, ſtitcheth another rogeather more” 
ſtrong then the former. He boardeth the Emperour vn- 
der rhe winges of Eydoxia ,1n the heat of his aftertions 
moſt ardet , both 10yning to make the battery more for- 
c:ble, declarethto him, that Madam: his Sift: r dayly deſtred 
to 7ayne repeſ” , as the had often ſayd , and that itwas a thing 
liYyfully due for the lons ſernices,the had yielded to the Crovene: 
Tat it was a vonder, how she hauing dedicated herſelfe to the 
Church , by the vow of Vrinity , could perſenere ſo long in 
Court That hereafter Theodofius had a perſon, who Feld 
Wth him the firit place in all fauours , on Vhome he might re= 
poſe himfelfe , a14 vas th:reunto obliged byreaſon , which was 
he wife . T hat th» ſpirit of Polcheria', 4s nor ſutcable to the 
a of Eudoxia ; when one itarre riſcthr , bus oppoſite mu## 
all. | ; 
Theodeſiza apprehended: this buſyneſſe, as the moſt 
Vuu 3 llippe> 
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+l >ath he had ever trod: but what cannot Love, 
and the ſmoth inticements of a woman do? Wearyed 
out with ceaſcleſle importunityes , he yeildeth ; he len-. 
deth for Flauzar the Patriarch , & intreateth him to put 
his fiſter Puicheria in the ranke of Virgins , whoare de. 
dicated to the ſeruice ro the Church, were ſhe wil. 
ling , or vawilling . Flauian much amazed at this man. 
ner of proceeding, tellerh him he ſhould take good heed 
of this reſolution , that he vndertooke one of the grea- 
teſt paſſages of State, he had ever done 1n his life, and 
that the daunger thereof was much to be feared . The 
E mperour replyeth,he hath well pondered it . that ſuch 
was his will , and he muſt ſpeedily ſec it executed . The 
Patriarch ( Pulcheria being exceedingly atteaed by all 
the Clergy) aduiſed her to withdraw without further 
reſiſtance, otherwiſe he ſhould be enforced to do that, 
which would nzuch trouble hm . Th- good Lady, vn- 
derſtood well what he would fay, ſhe had already ſmelt 
the plot, and was vnwilling to do any thing vnworthy 
of her vertue : for ſeeing her fortune altered , by the 
chaunge of the Emperour her brothers will , ſhe "avs 
Jifpoyled herſeife trom the mannage of attaires,as from 
a ſhirt, which one hath long worne , and retyring from 
the pallace, went to lodge 1na houſe ſomewhat diſtant 
from Conilantinople , where ſhe lived 1n meruaylous ſan- 
ity . Vertue 1s as the Geometricall Cube, on what (ide 
ſocuer 1t be caſt, italwayes findeth his Baſis. 

XXV. Behold then a new face of gouernement, 
which beginneth vader Chryſaphius , and Eudoxia : But 
the milchiefe was, an old Dotard, called Exutyches, came 
into the field to ſow an Hereſy , holding the Body of our 
Lord, after the vnion vnto the Word , was no more of the ſame 
Nature, that ours are # but that the Humanity was _ 4 
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ſolued into the Divinity . The Hypocrite ſo covered his 
opinion, that he ſhewed not to teach this dodrine , but 


for the reuerence he bare to the Sonne of God . This 
became a ſtumbling blocketo many good ſoules. As he 
aduanced this propoſition, th: Biſhops appoled to ſup» 
prefleit, & he for a ſhelter, caſt himſelfe into the armes 
of Chryſa2ims , who not contented to imbrace this bu= 
ſyneff- with all ferupur, embarketh likewiſe therein the 
Emperour Theodoſpres , & Endoxia his wite: firſt — 
great ſ1mplicity , afrerward by ſtraunge ynhappyneſle,, 
which almoſt brought them to deſtruction , if the di- 
uine goodnes had not otherwiſe diſpoſed . Theodrſtus the 
hoiy , and pious Emperour perſecuted the Religious & 
Saints. He wrote to Pope Leon fauour of Entiches , he 
cauſed faiſe Councells to be held,and couered the fed1- 
tious ynder the protection of his armes , euen to the at- 


thorizing the actempt committed 1n the perſon of the 


good Pa march F/auranu:;, by expreile letters. What doth 


not a plaiſtzred Sandiry for the ſubuerhts of the ſimple? . 


what doth not a bad ſeruant , when once he poſleſſeth 
the cafy nature of his Mayſter? | 
Puicheria , who lome ygares before had ſeene the he- 
reſy of N##trrins to ariſe , and had partly ſtifled it, as ſhe 
was then in the mannage of affayres , by her excellet dt- 
rection , neuer was deceyved 1n choyce of a fide , but 
moſt conſtantly tyed hertelf: ro the doarine of the Sea 
Apoſtohque . That gauea particular benedit1on to all 
her enterpriſes, atid made her ſway 1n the peoples harrs, 
as ſhe cauſed true Religion to flourith: on Aviltars. All 
the Eafterne , and Wefterne Clergy eſteemed her , and 
lent their aſſiſtance to mainteyne her authority , which 


was no litels ſapport « All thoſe: who wonld ſtrike, at 


theſe powers , haue therein loſt their endeauours. And 
| very 
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very well A-;fobulus King of the Iewes , one of the 
preateſt itares-me , who had goucrned that Kingdome, 
Palag vpon his death=bed, freely confetied , che fowleſ 
Fault.he had euer committed 1n matrer of pollicy, was, 
to haue oppoſed the Phariſees, who then hay lawfull au- 
thority ouer affayres of religion, and gaue his wife LF. 
lexandra counſell to prattiſe & hold good intelligence 
with chem by all poth ble meanes . The very fame which 
he aduiſed our of reaſon ot ſtate, Pulcheria practiſed by 
conlideration of piety , and euer held herieife firmeon 
therocke of Saint Pcrer,as it 15 aid the mothers of pearle 
fixe themlelues to rockes during the tempeſt. 

If the wicked Eutyches had appeared 1n her tyme , 
ſhe had conſume his Herefy,as the Ice of one night vn- 
der the cayes of the Sunne : But it was then the King- 
dome of darkeneſſe , Chryſapivs perpetually befieged & 
.Eares , and hartof the Emperour Theodorns , difguifiog 
all aifayres to him , according to the ſway of his owne 
paſſion. He drew a on with him the good Endoxia, 
who became too curiouſly intelligent in matter of Reli- 
-gion and loſt her ſelfe to follow rather the aymes of her 
pregnant wit,then the trackes of holy humility,more a- 
greeing to her ſexe. - 

Pu:cheria who vnderſtood all this goodly buſyneiſe, 
yas much perplexed to (ec her brother, & fhſter-1n-law, 
after they had ſhaken of the yoke of her good precepts, 
tofall into a litle Apoſtacy: and not beeing able to get 
acceſſe, to talke with them , ſhe made the apple of her 
weeping eyes ſpeaketo God in continuall prayers. She 
wrot to Roe, lomerime to the Emperour Yalentinian 
her Coufin, ſometimero Endoxia the younger his wife 
daughter of our Eudox:a, ſometime to Pope Leo himfel- 
fe, ſolliciting them for the reduction, of theſe poore 
: c: | | wandring 
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wandring ſheepe; ſhe every where diſpoſed ſquadi ons 
of religious In to force God with the armes of 
prayers: All the powers of heauen, and carth retoycedat 
that time, the battery was ſtrong 1nough ro mouea hart, 
that neuer yet was obdurate . 

XXVI. Intheend Thod fir: awakened, as out of 
a long ſſ:epe, opened his eyes, and with horror ſaw the 
precipice, whereinto he was ready to fall. He detefteth 
the diſaſtrous Enrches, and leaueth him to the cenſures 
of the Church. Pulcheria fower yeares after her ban1ſh- 
ment returned in triumph to the Court, with the gene- 
ral applauſe of all fortes. Her firſt care was to feyze on 
the perſon of Chryſapins , and by forme of Iulſtice ro 
ſend him into the other world, that he might no longer 
trouble this, wherein ſhe ſhewed that 'liuing)otherwife 
asa Bee in the delightes of Virginity , ſhe had not fo 
much hony , but withall a ſting . 

The poore Exdoxia, well perceyued her Miſtreiſe 
was returned, and her hart bled to behold this change. 
She no longer remembred the condition of Arterars, & 
ſhe who before would not be but vnder the feete of 
Pulcheria,could not endure her now , by her fides. It 
is a ſtraunge thing, how theayre of che Courr brea- 
theth ( as it were) Ambhatio of necethity. Theſe two pure 
foules which ſeemed 1n the beginning ( asan Auncient 
bath ſayd)able to abide together in the eye of a needle, 
when they were in concord; found the whole world in 
theyr diſcord, too litle for theyr (ſeparation. Endox:a ry- 
red with the many renolutions of Court, returneth to 
Teruſalem, as a Pilgrime, witha great oa th neuer to (ec 
foote agayne 1n Conitantinople : and (verily ) the had her 
tombe in Pale#tine,as we ſhall ſee anone. Theodorws 1n the 
ColleRion of his Hiſtory, intinuateth to vs that ſhene- 
RXX uer 
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uer yndertooke this voyage till the death of the Empe- 
rour Theodoſius her husband , which happened ſhortly 
after:you would haueſayd that his good tiſter was come 
of purpole to diſpoſe his ſoule for this paſſage. 

He was about fifty yeares of age , and had allready 
ruled 43. with a moft happy raigne, had not this Apple 
of Diſcord beene , which outragiouſſy diſturbed the 
peace of his Court,and itzeped his ife 1n many acerbt- 
tyes. That wh:ch 15 read moit probable of vs death, 1s, 
that ridinga hunting at full ſpeed, and falling from his 
horſe, he hu: the ratnes o! his back , fo that of neceflity 
he muſt be carye: backe to his palace ina Litter , ar 
which time he plainely ſaw , his laſt howre aproached, 
and {igned his innocent life with the ſeale of a death 
truely chriſtia. A Princein all thinges els of a moſt fin- 
ccrelife,religious, learned, mild, courteous, patient, in 
whom nothing could be blame:!,bur the ouer much fa- 
cility of his nature, which many times made his hart of 
waxe?, to be moulded in the handes of thoſe, who were 
neareſt ynto him, and this was in a manner the cauſe of 
his ruine. Bur it was well for him he betooke himſelfe 
firmely to the good counſayles of his fiſter , who dearly 
loued his good,and aymed at nothing bur theglory,and 
repoſe of his Empyre. 

He had no male Iſſue by his wife Eudoxia , and the 
Empire might not fall ro the diſtafte , which ſeemed to. 
inuite theſe two Princeſſes, who till this day had ſwayed 
in gouernment,to found the retreate. But Pulcheria was 
become very neceſſary for the ſtate, and as yet had not 
loſt the appetite of rule. Th:o4oſius having caſt his eyes, 
by the aduiſe of his Councel vpn Aartizax to declare 
him the ſucceſſor in his Empyre, Pulcheria maryed h:m 
onely ynder the title of wedlock, with mutuall conſent 
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of both partyes ,to keepe Virginity. This woman was 
made to gouerne Men and Empires. She was allready 
fifty yearcs old, and had mannaged the ſtate about thir- 
ty ſeauen; Bc hold ſhe beginr.eth a new raigne, with the 
beſt man of the world, who only had the name ofa huſ- 
band , and 1n effect lerued , and reſpeted her with as 
much reyard,and humility, as if he had beene her owne 
ſonne. She could notin the whole world haue made a 
better choyce.Th13 great man , was naturally inclined 
to Piery, Iuſtice, compaſſion towards the neceflityes of 
man-kind, in other things valiant,as a ſword;for he had 
all his life time beene bred among armes, & during his 
Empyre no barbarous nation durſt ro ſtirre , fo much 
w23 he feared. Itisa wonder by what Biafſe God led 
him, dire&ly ro the height of worldly honours. | 

He was of bate extraction, a Thracjay borne, of a 
good wit, and a body very robuſtious, which made him 
hnd a (weetnefitin warre. He going to Philippolis, to be 
enrolled in theliſt of ſoldiers, by chaunce it happened he 
encoutred a dead body vpoa the way newly maſſacred. 

This good man, who was very compaſſionate had pitty 
thereon, and approached to giueit buriall;but this cha- 
rity was like to haue coſt him his life: for beeing butily 

employed to enterre this body , one layd hold on his 
throte, as if he had beene the murtherer, and that he 

made this grave for no other intention, but ro bury his 
guilt, The poore man defendeth himſclfe in his inno- 
cency,as well as he could; but coniea —_— be- 
yond his defence. He was now vnder theſword of the 
executioner , when by good happe the Homicide was 
produced , who had done the deed , conuicted by his 
owne confeflion. This ma thruſt his head into the place 
of the innocent, and cMarriarns brought his away,to be- 
eb RxXX 2 hold 
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hold it one day gluter, vader the rubyes, and diamonds 
of the Imperiall Crowne. This was not without iong 
tryalis of his ability, wiuch transferred him fiom de- 
gree todegree, through all the hazards of a long , and 
painfull warfare He was then mature 1n yeares , 1n ac- 
count one of ch greateſt Captaynes of the Empyre. 
Bzhold , why Px:chc71a could not be deceyuea wm her 
choyce. 

This good husband , who held his wife as a Saint, 
wa» wholy directed by her counſcls; and the day!y pury- 
fed his (oule 1n rel:g10n,and policy. He became 1n ſhort 
time fo braue. and pertect 1n this ſchoole, that he was 
accounted one of the moit accompliihed Emperours, 
who had borne the Scepter tince Con#taztine . God well 
ſhewed his loue and taythfull protection towards Marx 
tian, whenin the fecond yeare of his Empyre he di- 
uerted the furious Attiia from the Eaſt, who euen now 
rored ouer the city of Conitantimople, as a thunderſtroke 
before it breake in ſhivers, 8 

This Artila was a Scythian, a great Captayne, wha 
promiſed to himſelte the Empyre of the world, and for 
that cauſe had taken the field with an army of about 
7-03..0. men , compoſed of ſtraunge and hidgous na- 
trons, who had gone out of theyr countrey,like a Scum- 
m2 of the zarth,raunging themſclues vnder the conduct 
of Artila, tor the great experience he had 1n the manna- 
geofarmes He notwithſtanding was a litle man, harſh, 
violent, his breaſt large. his head great, theeye of a piſ- 
me-re,his noſe flat, his beard cloſe ſhued , beginning 
allrerdy to waxe grilled. He wajked with ſo much ſtate 
as if he thought the earth had beene vn wacthy to beare 
h:m,and though meeriy barbarous,thes detire of honour 
to» poletled him , that being one day at Milan, and (ee- 


ins 


SE . 
ww Eur” oo» FS 

p es $3.23 cx7 

oe «i wy OE of SSR *: 

» "AN of =” 


ORAIFT 
. 7 


[ The 'Fortunate \Piety;” -* © 533, 
ing | nar where the Romane Emperours were re-, 
preſented, who had Scithians his countreymen caſt at 
their feete, was ſo enraged, thatinſtantly he ſent for a 
painter , and cauſed himſelfeto bedrawne, ina very e-. 
minent golden throne, clothed in royal robes, and the 
Emperours of Nome, and C:aſt1ntingple bearing bagges 
0 theyr ſhoulders filled with crownes , then made the 
to be powred at his feere, alluding heeredy' to the vaſt 
{ummes of money, he in good earneſt extorted from the 
Empyre, and which Th-odoſms gone him afterwards to_ 
divert the courſe of his armes thinking , that ſpeedily 
ro difpatch ſuch an enemy out of his territoryes,it was, 
onely fitto make for him a bridge of filuer . This man 
ſeemed created to ſhake the pillers of the earth, and for 
that cauſe, made him(zIfeto be called, The Scourge of God: 
there was no infant ſolitle in the armes of the Nurſe, 
who hearing Azz:/ato be named , did not thinke he ſaw 
a wolfe, wy 

He confid:ring , that Martianus a moſt valiant man,at 
that eime ſwayed the Eaſterne Empire, durſt not come 
neare-burhattn:d to fall vpo the weſt where / alentinia 
the yoager rajgn=d, t6ne of Honorius,coulin of Theodoſius 
and Pulcherir, a wanton and difſolute Prince ,. as you 
ſhail vnderſtand in the courfe of this hiſtory, looting 
his. lifs , an4 Empire by his ſenfuallity . So 1t was, that 
Me:t'l: attempting firſt ypon the Gawles, found works 
'100ugh; for the Romans; French , and Gothes ; ( not 
vnlikedogges , who after they haue worryed one ano- 
ther , rally themſelues tog -ather ro rehſt the wolfe ) by 
a common conſent hartned ech other. vgder. the con- 
du.t of MA tin', HMeroneus., and Thyrrry , agaynſt this 
barbarian , and hauing giuen him battayle defeated one. 
part of his army in the Caralonian playaes; buthe ceafed 
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not to packe away, creeping a long like a great ſerpeng, 
 wholoaden with redoubled blow:s giuen by Pclants , 
hith receyued a mayme 1m his body, andnotwuhitan- 
ding {auerth his head. - | RF 

' God, who derideth theprowd, and in his Amphi- 
theater 15 pleaſed, to make not Lyons to hight with buls, 
but the weakeneffe of the earth agaynſt the molt 1nſo- 
lent greatneſle, referued the conqueſt of this monſter to 
Religious perſons, and women. lt1s a wond:r he com- 
ming to Roe as tothe period, & Butof his Ambitions, 
all enflamed , and great with defires , in this clattering 
of harnefſe, and lowd noyſe of armyes , all the world 
trembling ynder the Scowrge ; the braue Pope S. Leo, 
went olittoſecke him, and preached ſo well vnto him , 
that being come thither as a Lyon, he returned as a 
Lambe. For CAti/a entertayned him with meruaylous 
reſpe&t zo had he done before to S. Lupus Biſhop of 
Troyes, graunting him whatſoeuer he could defyre. All 
his Captaynes were much amazed, for among other 
tytles , this Hun bad the name of being inexorable to 
{upplyants ; and it then being curiouſly asked of him, ' 
who tnade him at that tyme looſe his fury, he confeſſed, 
| htſawa Venerable perfon'by Legs fide(1t was the great 
S. Peter) who threatned him with death, if he condeſ- 
cended not, to what the good Pope ſhould deſyre of 
him. | 

Mitilatheleauerh T14ly,& paſſeth into Sclanonia, with- 
out being wiſhed for againe, bur by one fol: woma . A- 
las! who would belieye 1t? Honrrjatiſter of the Emperor, 
couſin Germaine to Pulcheria, became 1n lone with this 
Monſter. I Know not what ſhe had ſeene 1n his pi- 
&ure , which commonty was paynted with the two 
hornes of a Ball on his forehcad, it was not (in my opi- 
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nion) neyther his fayre eyes, nor goodly noſe , which 
made him ſought after , for he was one of the moſt de- 
formed creatures of the world . Yet he notwithſtan+ 
ding wasTreputeda great Captayne, & a puiſſant King, 
This blind Princetle ſo breathed theayre of Ambition , 
thatthough he were wholy Pagan, and hideous , ſhe ng 
whit was attrighted ; for verily her paflign, was ſo much 
enkindlcd, that the ſecretly ditpatched one of her Eus 
nuches with expreſſe letters, beſeeching'A!tila he wor ld 
demaund herin mar:age of the Emperour her brother , 
and the ſhoyld euen account it a great honour to be his 
wife. 2 I” 

This Scy:4;an entred into a much greater eſtimation 
of his owne worth then euer, bceholding himſelfe ſued 
vnto by a Roman Lady of fo noble extraction, & there» 
upon grew ſo eager, that he immediatly addreſſerh an 
Embaiſadour. to the Empzrour Yaleatiatan, to require 
of him his fiſter , and the monty of his Kingdome z 0+ 
th-rwiſe he was not gone backeſofarre, but he would 
Teturne with his-army to1nforce his Obedience. All the 
world , was now ſtrooken with. terrour, , when, by » 
'chaunce he ſaw h:mlelfe, tor ſome prefling occations, 
enzayed to repatſe into his Countrey, whereall theſe | 
lighcnings, were quickly turned mto a ſhower. of bloud. 

After he had ſwear vnder harneſſe, like another Hap- 7 
»i\a!!, who n the end of his conqueſts, was brutiſhly be- #: 
ſ>tred in the boſome of a Capuan Lady , this haughty ie - 
King of the Hunmncs, as loone as he returned into his | 
Countrey, wholy engulphed himſelferin Wine & Loug. 
Beſides a great rable of creatures , which he had to fatis- 
fy his luſt, hebecamean his old dayes paſſionately ena- 
moured ofa Gentlewoman named #::4:cox, whome he 
maryed with ſports, feaſts, and excefliugalacrity. That 
cucning 
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enening after he had freely drunke according to his cu- 
ſtome, he retyred in his nupall chamber, with his ney 
ſpoule , and the next morning was he found dead 11 his 
bed, floting 1n a river of bloud , who had drawne bloud 
from all the veynes of the world. Someſaydit was an 
eruptio of bloud, which choked him, but others thought 
Hiidecon,Jead thereunto, one knoweth not by whac ſpi- 
rit,nor by whome follicited, handled her pretended hul- 
band', as Iudrth did Holrfernes. 

Behold how God puniſketh the prowd. A deſpi- 
cable dwarfe, who commaunded ouer 700000. Men , 
who forraged euery where, enuironed as with a brazen 
wall , who boaſted in the lightnings of his puiſſant ar- 
mes, who razed Cittyes all ſmoking in bloud & flames, 
who waſted prouinces, who deſtroyed Empyres , who 
would not tread but on Crownes, and ſcepters , behold 
him the very night of his nuptials, full of drinke maſſa- 
cred by a woman, hauing notſo much as this honour to 
dye by the hand of man. The ſame night that CArri/a 
yielded yp the Ghoſt in his own bloud, our Sauiour ap- 
peared ina dreameto the good Emperour cMartianw, 
and ſhewing him a great bow all ſhivered in pieces, 


 fayth;g Martians behold the bow of A7tila,which I haue 


broken, thou haſt no further cauſe to feare thy Empyre. 


'Thus you fee, how God fighteth for happy Piety , cuen a 


dreame. 

This Scourge being ſo fortunately diverted , Mori 
anus, and Pulcheria attended with all their power to the 
conſolation , and ornament of the Vniuerſall Church, 
vnder the dire&tion of the great Pope S. Leo, whom their 
Maieſties moſt punually obeyed. At that time were 
ſeene the reliques to reenter in tritiph into C3ſ/antinople , 
of the good Patriarch Flayianus , maſſacred by the pra- 
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Aiſes of heretiks; at that tyme the ex1led Biſhopps were 
with honour reeſtabliſhed in their ſcares : at that tyme 


the'Councell of Chalcedoy was celebrated , where the 


Emperour Martianus though wholy a fouldier, made an 
Oration firſt in Latin tor the honour of the Roman 
Church,then 1n Greeke his naturall Language. At that 
tymc Hereſy was fully condemned , & Impudence fur- 
charged with confulion. Atthattyme an intinitenum- 
ber of goodly Canons were confirmed by the Councell, 
& ſtrongly mainteyned by the authority of the Empe- 
rour, At that tyme Iuſtice was fhxed 1nthe height of 
perfection . Briefly at that tyme the whole world was 
infinitely comforted , by the good order , & liberalitics 
of this holy Court. 

XXVIII. Ic was an admirable Empyre, anda hap- 
py Mariage , and nothing could be dcfired more in this 
match ,but Immortality. But the holy Virgin Puicheria 
being about fifry fiue yeares of age, not ſo muchloaden, 
wh yeares as merits, wearyed out with continuall tra- 
uayle, and care, which ſhe had endured almoſt fourty 
yeares, in the mannage of affayres , found her repoſe 1n 
exchange of the Court of Conſtantinople , for that of Pa- 
radiſe . She dyed, ina moſt pure Virginity , which ſhe 
carefully had conſerued all her hife-ryme, leauing the 
| poorefor her heyres, who were her delight, after ſhe had 

built in her owne life-tyme fue Churches , and among 
the reſt, one to the honour of the moſt blefied Virgin 
Mary, which ſurpaſſed all the other in magmhicence, be- 
fides many Hoſpatalls, and Sepulchers for pilgrimes. 
Torches made of Aromatike wood caſt out their odo- 
riferous exhalations, when they are almoſt waſted ; and 
the vertuous Pulcheria made all the good odours of her 
life cuaporate in the laſt inſtant of her death . She, who 
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bad liued as the Bee1n the raſtfull (weetnes of purity , 
dyed as the Phenix in the Palmes , not of ©Arabra , but 
of Conqueſts, which ſhe had obteyned ouer the enemies 
of our Nature. 

Great ones may heere behold , the ſhorteſt way to 
the Temple of H»»0#r, 15 to paſle by that of Vertue. Ne. 
uzr woman was more honoured 1n her life , neuer wo- 
man more glorious in h.r death. That great Pope S. Leo, 
$ 11at Cyrill,and all rhe excellent men, both of the Eaſt, 
and Weſt, hauc employed theyr pennes in her honour, 
So magnihcent, and novle acclamations were made to 

2r in Councells, that nothing could be wuhed more 
glorious. A little before her death 1n the Councell of 
Cha'c:don they cryed out. Lowe line the Empere(ſe mo#t ſq- 
cred, Lons line Pulcreria, Loa? line the ſecond Saint Helen, 
Goa preſeruc the ſatut, preſerue the Orthodoxe ,preſerne her Who 
is the guardian of Fayth What tropheys of Alexander, & 
Cafſars are comparable to ſuch honour ? 

Rad-rus, who hath learnedly written her life, makerh 
a colletion of her titles, and calleth her, rhe holy Pulchi« 
ria,cucr a Virgin, allvayes ſacrcdy a V it gin out of mariage , 4 
Virrin in Mariaze; dauzhter of 'un Emperonr, Wife of an Em- 

eronr, Miitreſſe of Emporonrs,Proteclre(ſe of Popes, Guard'an 
of Fayth, Bullwarke «f ihe Faythfull , Honour of the Church, 
Glory of the Empyre, The ne Helena , The nev miracle of the 
world, The ne ex ip © for potcrity.The ticles, which Saints 
haue giuen her, and her name 1 the quality of a Saint, 
hue beene couched 1n the Menologe of the Grecians, & 
the Roman Martyrologe, the io of September , a Mo- 
n-th, wherein the palſed from this world to the glory 
of Saintes, in the yearc of our Loid 45 3- And Martiauns 
hec husband being not able to hue without this cele- 
ſtrail foule, fled quickly hence afcer her, to enioy the re- 
' COMP2Nce of Þ12 piety. In 
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In the meane time, let vs returne to our Pilgrime 


Budox's, who lucy 1n the Holy Land , not being 1n the 


dy and a fayrefpirit, hath the charge of a veſſell very 


hard to be ſteared;more of ſuch ſuffer ſhipwrack, then 
reach the Hauen. The good Princefſe departed from 
Conitantinople 1n oriefe, gall, and anxiety, which procee- 
ded from the chaunge of her fortune, and that whichis 
more {-duccd alfo with the Hereſy of the wicked Exty- 
ches.Theodoſtus her husband yielded at the firſt encoun- 
ter,and ſubmitted vnder the obedience of the Church: 
Endoxia ſtill perfiſted; (fo apt the nature of women is 
to maintainean error with obſtinacy;) ſhe had buttoo 


much wit to be deceyued, and yet not prudence inough, 


to:di{couer the d-ceyt. A wolfe clothed in the skin of a 
ſheepe, that 1s to ſay, one Theodoſins a falſe Monke, who 
had gayned her, ynder apparenceof ſanity, and much 
wrought ypon her , during her aboade in Pale#tine , vt- 
terly plunged her in the myre of Hereſy , which the 
ſupported 1n his fauour, and endeauoured to1lluſtrars 
by the ſubrility of h-r wit. How was 1t poibible, but this 
Hereſy of Extiches , masked with the falle zeale of reue- 
rence towardes the perſon of the Sonne of God , might 
not enſnare a woman , very ca!y to take 1mpreflions, 
which had ſemblance of deuotion, ſince euen dwuers ha- 
ly Hermitts , who numbred many yeares in auſterityes, 
and pennance , before they were well informed , ſuti- 
red themfelues to be tranſported with this nonelty ? A-' 
mong others the great Gera/im was ſeene to fall , that 
Angell of the deſert, who tamed Lyons , and vied them 
as Mules, he was beheld 1nuolued in the {nares of this 
infamous Apoſtata, from whome he afterward freed 


himſelfe, by the mercy of God . 
Yyy 2 It 
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It was alamentable thing to fee this poore Empreſle, 
who had forſaken all the greatneſle of Court, roliue in 
retyred ſolitaryneſſe, thus caught 1n the netts of her 
owne iudgement. She thought dayly to amaſle infinite 
heapes of good workes, in the exerciſes of piety, which 
ſhe inceſſantly practiſed , and 1t was but duit ſhe bare in 
her hands , blowne away by the wind of preſumption . 
God would not loofe this Fayre foule, which he had en: 
chaſed 1n a beauccous body, to mak her in the end of her 
dayes an exact muracle of vertue ; & as ſhe kicked ſome- 
what too cagerly againſt ſo many teſtimonies of verity, 
he reiolJuca to breake tis feminine pride, with the won 
rod of another very ſenſible atthtian . She was then in 
her owne opinton, out of the daunger of Inconſtancy, 


* *but had ſtill one part of herſelfe, vpon the Imperiall 


Throne, who receyued all the violence of the ſtorme, to 
make th: eitects chereof paſte into her hart by the paine- 
full counterbufte of a loue which could not be renoun- 
ced, without a petty Apoſltacy in nature. 

XXX. Eudoxia her only daughter, Inheritrix of 
thename, and beauty of her Mother , was maryed to 
Valeatinian Emperour of Rowe, to be the ſubiect of a 
wofull Tragedy, and to make poſterity behold, that too 
eminent greatnes 15 ofren ruined with thunder. This 
Valentiaian hiſters Sonne of the E m perour Hoz0714,cou- 
ſin of Theodeſins , not being able to cotent himſelfe with 
the ſprings of his owne houlz {according to the pro- 
uerbe Jand repoſe himſeife 1n the beauty of a Princefle 
{fo accomplithed, as he in lawtull wedlock had eſpou- 
ſed, daily went hunting after chaungs in the infinity of 
forbidden loues . The ſenfuality of this Prince, fo much 
cuipleaſed God, that for this vice , he ruined 1n his per- 
{on this great Roman Empyre, which ſo many times 
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hadcauſed her victorious Chariots, loade with Palmes, 
and Laurells to paſſe ouer the heads of the Kings & Mo- 
narkes of the world; ſo often had jt been ſhaken, and ſo 
many times eſtabliſhed by concuſſion, needs muſt a wic, 
ked finne of Luxury interpoſe , irrecoucrably to cn- 
tombcir. | 

The E.mperour then beholdeth with.a wanton eye, 
the wyweat an eminent S2natour camed ALaxizu, and 
ſeing this Laiy was honeſt, andloyall to her hugband,, 
he thought her a bird notcaſily caught . B-hold why he 
reſvlueth to try all the priuiledges of his Power , and 
breake all the bandes of equity, to giue vent to his palli- 
on. What doth he? Behold he inuieth Maximm, to a 
ſumptuous, and royall banket, which he had prepared, 


( miſerable man) who knew not this feaſt was a ſnare, 


layd to entrap the honour of his wife . After ſupper Y a+, 
latiatan inuiteth him to play , vnder the colour, pf paſ- 
fing away the tyme, which he moſt willingly did, & (g 
heareth him in game, that after he had loſt all, hegagerh 
downs the ring of his finger, wherwith he vſed to leale 
his letters . Valentinian wanne it , greatly reioycing , not 
{o much for the yalew of the gemme 1n it; which was of 
greatprice,as to haue found a paſl. ageto his treacherous 
dehizne. He preſently diſpatcheth a. Gentleman with 
this Ring, who bare newes to the Lady that ber husbid 
{:nt for her to the paJlace to ſalute the Emperour . This 
was a very well coloured pretext: Notwithſtanding 1t 
calt moſt ftrong apprehChons, into the ſoule of this La- 
dy, who too well knew th2 deportmeats of this Prince. 
But conkidering this pretous pledge of her Husband , 
held for an vndoubted earneſt penny of ns commaud., 
ſhe goeth , and conſ<crarerh all the diticultyes , which 
ſhe conceyucd, in her Obedience towards her Loxd. 
SEY I — The 
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The poore Lady was noſooner arrwed , but was ra 
uiſhed, and violated to ſatisfy the brutiſhluſt ofa man, 
more drunke with loue-, then wine. The pallace of. a 
Chiiftian Emperour , which ſhould be a San&uary for 
th: Chaſtity of Ladyes , 1s by an a& blacke . and villa« 
nous defiled . The chaſt Turtle who would not ſuruws 
her Honour, as foone as ſhe returned to her lodgthg ex- 
claymeth againſt her Husband with outragious words, 
thinking he had conſented co rhis difaſter .. Goe ( fayth 
ſhe to him) zn2eratefull, and vnnalurall man as thou art ,to 
prof:tute the honour of thy wife to the brutiſhn:ſ{e of a Prince 
abandoned by God, and men : ao not thou yet feele the execu- 
rioncrs if rhy conſcience , which reproach thee with thy crime ? 
Maximus, much amazed at ſuch words. What , or Where 
haue you beene ( fooliſh-ywoman ) faych he ? She ſhewing the 
rin g: Do#t not thou yet acknowledge thy diſloyalty , filly and 

er fidious ham, behold that, which Will acciiſe thee before God. 
Hes ſhe began to vnfold herſelfe', too foone found his 
owne ſhame, enioyneth her to filence, and difhmulati- 
on, and hath no veynein him, which tendeth not to 


yengeance,” . AS | 
" Valentiniay hall a braue;; and valiant Captayne , who 
ſupported the' whole Empyre, this was CAcrius, very 
latdly adorned with the ſpoyles of H:7i/a, whome he in 
a pitcht batrell had vanquiſhed . (Maximm thought , he 
muſt ruinatEthis pillar, to make the whole houle to fall, 
and therein was not deceyued : but being a man full of 
craft , ſo diſſemblech what was paſt , concerning his 
wife, as if it had neuer come to his knowledge , only he 
endeauoureth to gayne the good opinion of a powerfull 
Eunuch, named Heraclins, who was the Emperours 1n- 
ſtrument, and hauing already gotten him at his deuot1- 


on , ſugoceſteth to him in great ſecret , he had learned 
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from a good hand, that Actizs Lieutenant-generall of 
the Emperour , was much puffed 'p with the vitory , 
he had obtayned agaynſt Arr, and that he on all ſides 
practiſed Confederacyes both within , and without the 
Kingdome,to make himſelfe abſolute maiſter of all,thae 
ynder the ſhadow of entertayning the French, & Gothes, 
in good correſpondence with the Empyre, he purcha- 
ſed rhem for his owneferuice with the Emiperours re- 
uenewes , and that nothing remayned for him , but to 
ſerche Diademe vpon his owne head , which quickly 
he would do, were he not with all ſpeed prevented. 
Heracl fayleth not roundly to relate all this to his 
Maiſter who was already ſtirred with iealouly rowards 
CActins,ſeeing his fortune tooke ſo higha flight, that it 
ſeemed to mountaboue wind, and tempeſt. Y alentinian 
a hayre-braynd Prince, perpetually drunke with luſt, & 
| Choller , withour any further inquilition ſendeth for 
Actius to the pallace, and with enraged paſſion; How 
(ſayth he ) Trazrour, is it you,Yoho vnderriake to bereaue me of 
the Crovrnc and ſaying thar, taketh out apoynard, which 
he had in his bofome, and killed him with his owne 
hand. An a& both'bold, and barbarous. Thepoore Ae- 
ti, who had ſuitayned the thocke of an army of ſeauen 
hundred thouſand men , who firſt confronted a man 
that ſhooke the pillars of all Empyres',, who returned 
from theGan/ce, amply loaden with vitonous Palmes, 
one of the moſt glorious Captaynes,, that euer was , at 
' that time ihewed at Rome, asa Prodigy of Valour, fell 
_ deadas a ſacrifice at the feete of his Maifter , receyuing 
by the wftwdgment of God, that entertainment, he be- 
fore had giuen to' Bonifacins the great gouernor of Af- 
itcke . | 
/ V alextinian, asit he had ated a Maiſter-piece , went 


preſently 
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preſently to one of his wiſeſt Counſellors, to boaſt the- 
reof, asking of him. if he had not well played his prize. 
'The other replyeth: Sacred Maeſty, if. you had1aken a hut- 
cher vith your right hand,and cut of your left armc, inſiccd if 
eining this accurſed blow, you had not done foill. And I be- 
lienc,you too ſorne will fecle the lofſe you hane receyued. ] heſc 
yvordes were not without effect, for the death of © H1cr1es 
being preſently after diuulged, it put thz ſoldiers into 
fury, wholoued him as a braue, and valiant Captayne, 
vnder whoſe Standard they had giuen fo ample teſti- 
monyes of, theyr worth, Two of the moſt hardy of 
them , 0/#;a5 and Tranſtilas, after they had maſſacred the 
Eunuch Heraclius, aſſailed the perſon of the E mperour, 
who at that time was in the field of Mars, and deſpera- 
tcly murthered him, it being 1mpollible to free himſelfe 
from theyr handes ; God permitting this, in reuenge of 
the murther lately committed, and ſo many Adulte. 
ryes, where with this miſerable Prince, degenerating 
from the bloud of Theodoſrus, was polluted. 
Maximus who did caſt the ſtone & afterward with- 
drew his arme , cauling all this Tragedy to be acted to 
| his owne aduantage , after the death of alextinian , as 
being moſt eminent, obtayned the Empire with litlere- 
ſiſtance, & his wite during theſe enterpriſes being dead 
(perhaps , through diſcontent for her owne diſaſter ) 
ſeeketh the mar1age of the Empreſle Exa-xia wite of Va- 
lentinian,and daughter of our Athenars. The poore prin- 
ceſſe drenched in a deluge of forow for the 1 of the 
E mperour her huſband , ſhewed 1n the beginning to be 
deafe 1n this motion of mariage: bur as the ſpirits of 
women are mntable, and ſoothed with glory , in few 
dayes forgetting death, ſhe reſolueth to live among the 
lung , and for accommodation of her aftayres , wed- 


deth 
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deth Max »:::. Behold him 1n a ſhort timein the throne 
and bed of his Mayſter, reuenging himſelfe of one wic- 
kedneſſe, by another much moreexecrable. h 
But vice 1n greatneile hath euer a Paggering foote, 
Max:mmus was no ſooner entredinto the pallace, but his 
h:ad aked, and the remorſe of Conſcience diſtracted 
him , his moſt cruſty friends heard him fighing , ſay, he 
eſteemed that ancient Damocles happy, who was a Kin 
but the ſpace of a dinnerwhile; ſo much already he was 
diſquieted with the Empire, as if he had forſeene his 
- owne Cataſtrophe. It chaunced one day, this vnhap- 
py man famiharly diſcourſing with his new Spouſe, let 
a word eſcape him , which coſt him his life : for to giue 


her a great roken of his aifetis, he confeſled himlelfe to - 


haue 1ncermedled 1n the defigne of Yalentinian his death 
not ſo much for the deſire ofE mpire, as of her beauty. 
Enudoxia was ſtroken with ſtrange horrour at theſe 
wordes,not ſuppoſing her firſt husband , had beene de- 
priued of life and ſcepter by the practiſes of him, and 
therefore reſoluing to be reuenged, ſhe couereth her plot 
with diffimulation , and bendeth all her powers to c6- 
tent his humor . She ſaw how her mother had be:ne v- 
ſed at Conftantinople, fo that from then&e probably ſhe 
expeaed no ſuccour. The fury of — tranſported 
| her to an at extremely hazardous, which was to call 
Genſericus King of the Vadalls,in Sect an Arrii, raygning 
in Affricke , to make a voyage into tay, which he did 
with a huge army , by meanes whereof he eafily poſleſ- 
ſed himſelfe of Rome, where all was in diſorder. And as 
he chicher came rather led by his vnquenchable auarice, 
then any motiue of Iuſtice, or piety , he riffeled all that 
which was rich, and excellent, euen to the treaſure of 
the temple of leruſalem , whereof ſome had ſtill beene 
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preſerued at Rome , cuer lince Yeſ?.fi7 . | 

Maximus, after he had raygnes two moneths , is 
knocked dowae, and rent lik: a facrihce. He who in all 
charges had well thriued with honeſty , when he began 
to practiſe treachery , found that, which a great Prelate 
had ſayd in his hiſtory ; That great mens fortune like Scor- 
pions my their venome in their tayles . The Empreſſe Eg- 
doxia, who to ſatisfy her feminine paſſion, had made all 
this goocly innouation , 1n the ſight of the Great Pope 
S. Leo, who was ſpectatour of all theſe calamuyes, mcn- 
ded not her marker: for the, with her twodaughters, 
were by this Barbarian carryed into Afﬀricke , one of 
which bare her name, and was called Eudox/a, & mary- 
ed to the Sonne of Gexſerrwys , that afterward poſſeſſed 
the Scepter : and the other was Placida, lent in the end 
with her mother to Conitantinople , after the death of 
M 4a#tianus . Behold terrible accidents. 

XXXI, Endoxia our Pilgrime,after recitall made to 
her of all this Tragedy, began ſerioully to open her eyes, 
and laying her hand tuſt vpon the wound , acknowled- 
ged ſo many diſaſters had befallen her , for that ſhe had 
ſtrayed fro the true fayth .Therupon to ſettle her waue- 
ring ſpirit, ſhe deputeth an Embaljadour to holy Symon 
Stelit:s, neere the City of Anticch. This Symrim was a 
prodigie of man, who liued in a body, as if he had beene 
bur a ſpirit . For , figure to your ſeltc a Pillar fourty foot 
high , and on this Pyllar ſome little ſhroud fixed there, as - 
a birds neſts, open and expoſed on all ſides to the miu- 
ryes of weather . There this greatman to rayſe his body 
to God , as well as his hart, placed his aboad. It was a 
ſtrange lodging , whe:e he could neyther lye, nor fitin 
any faihion, bur euer ſtand bolt vpright, without roofe, 
without couerture, his hayres being ſomeryme white- 


ned 
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ned with ſnow , and his beard fuil of ylicles , fome- 
tyme roaſted with the boyling heates of the Sunne, and 
in the middeſt of all this he paſſed the dayes & nights in 
contemplation , eating but once a weeke, and that very 
ſparingly - To this famous Hermit then , who was the 
Oracle of Chriſtendome, Eudecxiaſendeth Anaitaſins , a 
truſty Biſhop , who in much ſecreſy laboured her con- 
verſion , co conſult with him vpon doubtes of Fayth. 
Symeon an{wereth in theſe termes, 

Poore Princeſſe, the malice of the enill ſpirit, Yho ſaw the 
great treaſures of thy rare vertaes,vould needs vinno and jift 
thee . Theodofius the falſe Monke,a Miniiter of $.1than hath 
corrupted thy fayre , and gloriow ſoule . But conraze ( my 
Dau ghrer thou ſhalt dye in the true fayth , conſiult 10 more 
with me , thou ſecke#t Water farre off, haning il e fountayne 
neere at hand; It behooueth to adareſſe thee to T.uthy | 
Who wlll ſerue as thy dircftor in a happy Yay. This antwere 
being related to Eudoxia , ſhe cauſed this F urhymins , to 
be ſought out on all ſides, who ſhould vndertake this 
buſyneſſe; he was a venerable Hermit , hauing become 
hoary 1n the exerciſes of along pennance, and one who 
was oy ro be found our , ſo much he auoyded |:ghr, & 
the conuerſation of men.Notwithſtanding God permit- 
ted him to be found, and brought (as it were) by force ' 
to the place, where the good Empreſſe was. Sheſceing 
this bleſfed old man,proftrated her ſelfe at his feete,ſay- 
ing; Father I hauc lined lone inouzh , ſince 1 hane the honour 
ro 7chold [you it ts from your hand I expect the remcay of all my 
euills . | 

The holy man , rayfing her with munch ſweetneſſe. 
Daughter (ſay th he) the cill ſri hath too much abuſed your 
credulity , it is tyme you open your eyes , to ſee the ſcourges of 
God,all your ills hage a" of nothing but infidelity. And if 
. ZH 3 7000 
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nov you deſire to be curcd, there us but one word: Stand 10 lon- 
gr vpon diſputation , but fo;tow the Councells of Nice,and 
Conſtantinople: Behold in#1ly the rule of your fayth , which 
you ſhall learne of Tohn Biſhop of Teruſalem . 

Euthymitz after be had thus ſpoken to her,returneth 
to his cell, and the goeth directly to the Temple of /eru- 
ſalem, attended by an infinite number of Religious, hif- 
ting th-ir hands to heauen 1n thankeſgiuing for this co= 
ueriion . She abiureth the Hereſy of Extyches berweene 
the hands of che Bithop , and abſolutely reconclleth her 
ſelfe to the Catholike Church, with ſo much feruour & 
zeale, that ſhe ceaſed not all the reſt of her dayes to ex- 

rirpate 1mpiety , and amplify the Church 1n all parts of 
the Eaſt, where her power extended . 

The good Princcfſe then led a life wholy celeſtiall., 
her foulc being purged 1n the furnace of paynefull tri- 
b on, afterward purifyced more & more, 1n the loue 
of God , held not of the body , but by a ſlender threed. 
Her hart was as Incenſe, dayly difſulued into the flames 
of her charity; ſending to heaven its fragrant exhalati- 
ons . Her two eyes were the conduits, by which pode 

.nace with a powerfull expreflion diſti]led teares, which 
are as the N2.car of the loue of God; her hands like 
thoſe of the Spoule, true globes of gold, repleniſhed 
with an Ocean of bounty, powred through the Cittyes, 
and deſerts of Palestine . In cuery place nothing was to 
be ſeene, but Churches, and Hoſpitalls, but Houſes for 
the poore built at, her coſt; ſo thatan Authour named 
Cyrill#s , who lined in her tyme aſſureth ,it was a thin 
1mpofible tonumber them. God. betng walling to If. 
pole her paſſage out of this life by the exerciſe of ſo ma- 
Ny good workes; and being vpon the confine; of her 
laſt yeare, ſhe went to viſit a magnificent Church of S. 

| | Peter , 
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Peter,which ſhe had founded, & one day repoling neere 
to a Ceſterne, where ſhe laboured for the commodity of 
theſayd Church, ſhe began to caſt her eyes vpan a great 
number of Monaſtery es,all neere one to another, which 
were in thecharge of her good Father Eutyhmiwns, then 
fetching a deep aitetionate ſigh , ſhe ſpake theſe words 
of the 24. Numeri. Qnam pulchra ſunt tentoriatua, 0 1acob ! 
habitationes tu, O !ſrael! Olacob, how fayre are thy 
pauillions! O lfrael , how excellent thy Tabernacles ! 
Then turning herſelfe toa Gentleman of her trayne. 
Go (ſayth ſhe) ſeeke out Eaxthymins , and 1ntreate him to 
do me the honour ,that I once againe may ſpeake to him. 
If he ſhall ſay , heſpeaketh not to women : Tell him, I 
'no longer know = ſexe 15, and that I conueile only 
with Angells. Th | 
. Futhymins in his cell had by reuelation, that this Saint 
ſhould quickly paſſe toa better life, and he came dird- 
ly to bring her the newes thereof. The Empreſſe falu- 
ted him very courteouſly, & diſpoſed her hart ro ſpeake 
to him touching a certayne ſumme of money, ſhe det- 
red to giue for the entertaynment of his Monkes : bur 
the good man diuining the thoughts of her hart, ſayth 
to her. Madame trouble not your ſelfe for this monty, there are 
other afayres, Which more concerne you ; know, you wy ſhortly 
muit apart cut of this Yorld, and now you eught to haue but 
one care, which is toentertayae your ſoule in that Fate, you de= 
fyre it [beuld part out of this life . Eudoxia at the firſt was a+ 
mazed at this diſcourſe It ſeemeth,foules(as Plato ſaith) 
go.not buc with griefe outof fayre bodyes, but this ſame 
was too much aiſengaged, to do in the end of thoſe 
dayes,any vnreligned act. . 
Afﬀter ſhe had along tyme ſpoken to' Euthymins, as 
one would with Angels te ga ve him-the RAS 
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of hope to ſee him at the Rendenors of all good men. Re- 
turning into /cruſalem ſhe had no other care bur to let a 
ſeale vpon all hzr good workes,then diſtributing what- 
ſoeuer ſhe had ro che poors, ſhe expetted the ſtroke of 
death freely, and reſignedly : her ſoule was taken out of 
her body chroughly ripened for heauen, as fruit which 
only expects the hand of the mayſter to gather it . She 
was about threeſcore yeares of age , hauing ſurumed 
Theodo(ias her husband , & Pulcberia, Flaccilla, (Marina, 
Arcadia , for all of them went before her into the other 
would: ſhe was marryed at twenty yeares of age,ſhe {pct 
twenty nine in Court, and (as 1t were) eleauen in lery- 
alem: ſhe deceaſed in the yeare of our Lord 4-9. the 21. 
yeare of Pope Leo, and the 4. of the Emperour Leo ſuc- 
ceſſour of Martianus . A woman verily miraculous a- 
Tmzong women, who ſeemeth ſo much to haue tranſcen- 
ded : A ordinary of her ſex, as me ſurpaſſe beaſts. More 
then an age is required, ere Nature can produceſuch 
creatures ; They are borne as the Phenix from five hun- 
dred, to fue hundred yeares , yea much more rare. A 
great beauty , great wit, great fortune, a great yertue, 
great combats , great victory2s; tobe borne ina poore 
cottage, as a ſnayle in his ſhell, & iſſue out to ſhew it 
felfe, vpon the throne of an Empyre, & dye in a Hermi- 
cage ; all is great, allis admirable in this Princefſe: but 
nothing more great, nothing more admirable, then to 
behold a golden veſſell,with ſayles of linnen, 8 cordage 
of filke, counterbuffed by ſo many ſtormes, nub 
med, & euen accounted as loſt; in the end happily to ar- 
tiue in the haven . 
— Hezr exampledrew an infinite number of great La- 
dyes to contempt of pleaſures, & vanityes of Court, to 
ſecke the temple of repoſe in Me deſerts of the holy land: 
: ” Among 
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Among others, Queen Eudoxia her Grandchild, who(as 
we hausſayd) wa marryed into Africke, treading the 
world vnder feet, with a generous reſolution, came 
with her crowne to do homage at the Tombe of her 
Grandmother , killed her aſhes, as of a holy Empreſle, 
and was ſo rauiſhed with the many monuments of ver- 
tue ſhe had in the holy Land ereed , that there the 
would paſſe the reſidue of her dayes, and choofc her 
tombe at the foote of that , from whence ſhe deri- 
ued her bloud and name. It is a greatloſle to ys, that the 
learned bookes written by this Royall hand , haue been 
fcatcered; for thole varietyes of Homer, which are ex- 
tant, are not Eudyxt?s. Phitinus much more (ubtile then 
Z onaras , towdge of the workes of Antiquity , maketh 
no mention thereof in the recitall of the writings of 
this divine ſpirit , but of her Poteuch , which he wit- 
nefleth,to be a Worthy Herozque, & Admiarable piece. 
Behold that which 15 moſt remarkable in the Court 
of Theodo/1:,and verily for as much as concerneth the 
perſon of this E mperour,he hath done inough to make 
himſelfe a Saint, by lumg fo mortfyed 1n his paſ- 
Hons , 1n the delightes of a flouriſhing Court. Itis a 
meere brutiſhneſſe ,a very plague of mans Soule, te 
make noaccount of Princes, but of certayne braggards, 
vayne, brainfick, and turbulent ſpirits , who fill Hiſto- 
ryes, with vaineglorious brauadoes, whoredomes,mur- 


thers,and treacheryes: theſe are they, of whom the ſpt- 


rit of fleſh (an enemy of God | proclaymeth falſe pray- 
ſes, and fuch an one ſeemeth to himſelfe, ſufficiently 
great, when there apeareth a power 1n him to do ill. A 


calme ſpirit, ynited, docible, temperate, though he have _ 


not ſo many guitts of natype , 15 a thouſand t1mes to be 
Preferred, before theſe vaine glorious , and audacious, 


who 
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who are onely wiſein theyr owne opinion, valiant in 
raſhneſſe, happy 1n vice, and greatin the imagination 
of fooles.It 15 good to haue the piety of Theod«jres, and 
to let ouer much facility worke 1n praying,and to pray 
in working,to haue th- Beake,and plumage of an Ea- 

le, and the mildneile of a Doue, tolay the Hide of a 
| Zing the fecte of the Statue of Picty. 

As for Pulcheria,ſhe was the mirrour of perfeRton, 
among the great Princeſſes of the earth, yer not with- 
out her fpors, bur ſtill ging water ro waſh them away. 
And for Eudexia, you findin her, what to take, what 
to Jeaue, many thinges to1mitate, tew toretedt , but an 
inftimte number to admire. 

Behold in the end, the Fortunate Piety, which Ihaue 
ſet before your eyes,as a golden Statue,not onely to be- 
hold it in paffing by;but co gild your manners with the 
——___ adorne your greatnelle with the glory there- 
of: Who will not admire the proſperity of the Empyre 
of Conitantinople, in the mannage of Theodoſins , of Pul- 
c5eria,of Martianus,ynder the rule of Piety, and not ſay; 
Behold the world, which treblerh in all the parts ther- 
of, vnder the prodigious armyes of Barbarians , who 
ſ.eme defirous to rent theearth , and-wholy carry 1t a- 
way in fire, and bloud from the Center/Behold thero- 
man Empyre which hath trodden vnder foote all ſcep. 
ters,and crownes of the earth ruined, diſm-mbred,tor- 
neina thouſand pieces in the hands of a vitious Empe= 
rour.who beads vnder the ſhivers of his ſcepter. And. 
behold on the other fide, God whopreſeructh his Theo- 

dofius, his Pulcheria, his Martianus , among theſe formi- 
dable inundations, which caſt all the world into delu- 
e a5 heretofore he did Nye,an the reuengefull waters, 
which vomited from heauea, to drowne theimpuri- 
tyes 


tyes of earth. What nurſe was euer fo carefull ro driue a 
fly from the face of her little infant, while ir ſlept, as the 
Prouidence of God ſhewed itſelfe affetionare, in the 
conleruation of theſe eleuated Soules ? 
|  Obſerue the perſons preciſely , and conliderech in 
particular ; What happyneſſe in the Empreſſe Eudexia , 
whilſt ſhe laboureth for the glory of Aultars? God gaue 
the hart of her husbad 1nto her hands, the world 1n ho- 
nour at her feet, and alittle Theodoſius by her ſides, who 
in his infancy maketh all the hopes of his mother to 
bud. But as ſoone as this poore Princefle forgetting her 
duty, and elfe, contended with S. Tohn Chryſoitome, be= 
hold her cut downe with the ith of death, carryed away 
in her flower , depriued of the contentment, and glory 
which ſhe bolleſſed.Behold ſhe receyued a breach 1n her 
reputation , which cannot in the memory of all ages be 
repayred . Her bones arein horrour, and dread, till ſuch 
tyme as S.Chryſo3tome baniſhed by her commaundment, 
and returning quite dead to Con#taxtinople,came toferue 
as an anker for the floating aſhes, of this vnfortunate 
E mpreſle . 

Conſider this little Theodeftcs, who even at his birth 
maketh the Idolls to fall , the Pagan Temples to lincke, 
and hell to howle ynder his feete. What glory was it to 
bury the 1s mc of Idolatry , what a Trophy to ex- 
tirpate vnder his raygne ſo many Monſters of hereſyes? 
what celeſtiall comfort toſee in his time fo many lear- 
ned writings to belayd at his feet? to ſeefo many wor- 
thy men flouriſh , ſo many Saints, as Legs, Cyrills, Chry- 
ſottomes,Symeons Stelytes?to ſee the Church all garniſhed 
with ſtarres, & lights?toſway a ſcepter more then four- 
ty yeares , in a peacefull Kingdome among ſo many 
tempeſts? and which is more to fallinto ſome defects by 
| ET ſodayne 
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ſodayneſurpriſall, and expiate them by a happy repen- 
tance? toſ2e himfelfe drawne by a powerfull hand trom 
the brinke of a precipice; and in the end yield vp his 
ſoule in the miadſt of Palmes,and good odours of a glo- 
rious life? See you not a Fortunate Pzety? 

B-hold Pulcheria, as an Egle on the top of a Pyra- 
mide, which euer hath her eye on the Sutrine, and ſceth 
all ſtormes broken , and confounded ynder her feere. 
Was there euer a more Fortunate Pity, then to ſay , that 
a Mayd at hirtcen yeares of age, ſwayeth Emperours, & 
E mpyres? enchayneth all harts of the world , to make 
herſcife on earth a Crowne ? that might boaſt to haue 
had the vniuerſall Church for Trumpet of her prayles ? 
and from the gonernement onearth , mount to heauen 
by ſo happy a ceath, borne as on a chariot of Liberality, 
and magnificence? VV here may one more inanifeſtly (ee 
the h2ppyneſſe of true and ſolid piety ? | 

Behold _Arhenars a filly Mayd , who had not fo 
much as a poore Cottage for ſhelter, as ſoone as ſhe im- 
braceth piety, and offercth the faculties of her foule to 
the honour of Aultars, behold her rayſed vpon the 
Throne of th prime Empyre of the world; afterward 
as he came alitle to forget God, he ſent her a very ſharpe 
affliction; bur asfoone, as the hath agayne recourſe ro 
the armes of Devotion, the cloud of caluinny caſt oh 
her torhead, difſeuereth, the ſtorme paſſeth away , ard 
her face all glitterech in glory; and which 15 moſt ad- 
mirabie, God layeth hold of her even mm the gulph of er- 
ror, whereinto a wicked Hypocrite had caſt her, recon- 
duce:h her to Anltars,receyueth her foute in peace, and 
cauleth her to raignebyuriiin her felfe, and bloud;in'wll 
the three partes of the world: forthe held in perſon the 
Scepter of Afia, her 'daughrer Endoxia'was marrygd to 

s vb #% the 
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the Emperour of Xome,the Capialy citty of Europe,and 
her Grandchild was ſcene ”_—_ of Affricke , miracu- 
louſly finding a Kingdome in her owne captiuity.Is not 
this ſame a Fortunare Picty ? 

Adde alſo thereunto cMartianus a poore Peaſant, 
who now had his neck vnder the {word of the Execu- 
tioner falſely accuſed of a crime, whereof he was inno- 
cent,and God taketh him by one hayre of the head,deli- 
uereth him from ſhame and perill , meruaylouſly gui- 
deth him to the gouernment of a great Empyre, giueth 
him innumerable proſperityes, and indeed maketh him 
another Con#antine_. Ought not Impiety to burſt with 
rage, and confeſſe that happineſſe, greatneſſe, benedi- 
&10ns, and fauours of heauen,are for Piety ? 

Heere it may be, you will alſo haueſome reagem- 
brance of the Court of Herod, where you haue ſeene 
the poore Mariamne,in vertue ſoill intreated , & will 
thinke, that Piety in this creature was vnfortunate. Bur 
if this thought occurre, would it not be to condemne 
all the Martyrs, & all the Sainres, whoſe lives notwith- 
ſtanding we ought toiudge moſt happy, ſince that van= 

uiſhing the petty misfortunes of the world, ſhe hath 
fllen into the boſome of felicity ? Tell me one houre of 
life in patience, and tranquillity of ſoule , which this 
good Queene had,among ſo many traunge accidents? 
Is it not more worth, then the thirty ſeuen yeares of her 
husband,all clowded with crimes, diſturbances ,and fu- 
ry?Tell me,isit nota happineſſe, and an incomparable 
glory,that God would partake 1n perſecutions with th:s 
good Princeſſe,ſuftering himſelfe by this ſelfe ſame man 
to be purſued, who had beene the hammer of all her af- 
fliitions? Is it nothing to dy in the Amphitheater of Pa- 
tience,in the Theater of Honour, by the ſame ſword, 
Aaaa 2: which 
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which hath afterward beene vnſheathed againſt TE. 
SVS-CHRIST? Is1tnothing to giue vp the life of a 
piſmeere in exchange of an ngery on earth, 
and of a happy mock in heauen? And if you beſides de. 
{yre to ſee heere Fortunate Piety, according to the world, 
is it not a blow from heauen, to ſay, that all the race of 
- Herod 1ſſued from his other wines, was vnlucky, miſe- 
ravie,execravle, depriucd of rheyr Fathers ſcepter, cha- 
tea away,extled, ſcourged with whips from heanen; & 
the grandchildren of Aariamne,remayned laſt in royall 
Thrones . 

Tigranes her grandchild deſcended from Alcxander, 
was King of A7mconz,crowned by the handes of the Ro- 
mane F, mperours. A7rippa the great,ulſued from Ariito- 
bules. who hanng beene ferttered with an iroa chayne, 
through the cruvity of Tiberins , was [cnt back to his 
Kinedome by C:i#s Ceſar, and honoured with a golden 
chayae of the ſame weight, that the ſame of iron was | 
of, wherewith he had beene fertered. 1919p. the youn- 
geſt, vncer whom S.Pau/ pl:aded his cauſe, was preſer- 
ued from thar horrible facke of Ieruſaler , as Loth from 
the Hames of $2{ome,and raygynedin Tyb: riade, and 1u- 
lLjade guen to decrepit age. 

B-7:aice Grandchild of Mariamne, was extremely 
Courted by the Emperour Tis, entitled The worlds 
D-:rlia2. Anoiher called Pru/ls was marycd to Felrx go- 
uernour of 1#4e1,0f whom 15{pok:n 1n the Actes;God 
likewiſe recompencing the vertue of th: Motherin the 
children by ſome temporall fauours : an all thoſe who 
dilpoled themſelues to vertue, were fortiinare, to make 
it appeare by euident reſtimonyes, that vihappinelſe 
ariſech from nothing, but [mpiety. 

Theſe two Courtes, the hiſtoryes of which w—_ 

verC 


heere repreſented, in my opinion ſufficiently ſhew , the 
vnhappineſſe of Impiery,and the fortunate ſucceſſe in 
the lues of Great ones, when they are guided according 
to the lawes of heauen. IfI hereafter Nall continue this 
worke, I will vnfold , according to the ſucceſſion of 
ages,the Elogics of Greatmen, who in the praftiſe of 
the world flouriſhed 1n all piety, tocaſt confuſion ypon 
th: forheads of ſuch , who being heyres of theyr bloud, 

and fortunes, alienate themſcluesſo farre from theyr 

me; 1t. Yet cannot Iabfoljurely promiſe any thing Firſt 

.becaule the excerciſe of Preaching, and other miniſte- 

ryes, affoard m- litle leaſure to write: and although I 

might haue ſometime for this purpoſe, yet haue I ſome 

othe: labours vpo the holy Scripture, of a longer taske, 

which wold require theyr feaſon Secod)y, Ifee ſo many 

worthy men, which much-moreably. cai performe' it 

then my'ſelfe: my talent 15{mal, and my pets tardy:1t can 

haſten nothing, I muſt ponder my workes before FEpu- 

bJiſh them, though vet y imperfect; They ever ſeeme to 
me too ſoons to take flight, & light; I would{asit, wee) 
perpetuaily hold them by the winges. * 

Briefly, it15 no {mall labour to find ſo many Sain- 
tes in Courtes : you know the Philoſopher, who ſear- 
ched for men with a candle at Noone tide, & had much 
a doo to find any : How much more difficult thinke 
you /15 it to meete with Saintes eſpecially in the decre- 
picnefle of this age, wherein theres litle vigour, & ma= 
ny maladyes.If you r:quire bookes of me, ] tay, giue me 
Saintes,allchough verily } L rather ought endeauour to 
engraue Sanctity 1n my manners, then writinges. The 
time will come, when Bookes ſhall be grawne by moa- 
thes on carth, and Workes 1n hcauen W ava . x 
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Gentle Reader, 


* He faults yyhich hauc eſcaped in 

© printing, I hope, are not many , 

ator yet ſuch , vybich in thy Tudicious 
. Reading, may not be caſily correAed, 


% 


